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Langenhoven held no brief for university professo~and other learned

persons. He called them academic Pharisees and Philistines. And he disliked

even more newspapermen, book reviewers and anthologists, referring to them

as spiritual parasites and gluepot experts.

These were the categories of men that abounded at Stellenbosch, and

yet Langenhoven loved Stellenbosch, not only the town and the surroundings but

also the people

Philistines.

but he managed somehow to find an excuse for Stellenbosch.

In typical Langenhoven style he had a dig at the learned gentlemen in

his well-known column Aan Stille Waters in the Cape Afrikaans daily Die Burger.

He wrote that, while walking down a crowded Adderley Street, he noticed a

few paces ahead of him an old friend who had been to the Continent and had

become a Doctor of Philosophy. Wishing to draw his friend's attention, and

at the same time trying to be properly chivalrous, he called out: "Hello

Doctor! " whereupon half of the crowd looked round.

And then, in 1931, Stellenbosch University celebrated its jubilee and

decided inter alia to award Langenhoven the degree of Doctor honoris causa.

Would he accept the honour? Would he be prepared to become a doctor himself?

Many people had doubts, but Langenhoven accepted with grace and joy.

A little later, in the company of a few friends, I happened to be

walking down Van Riebeeck Street in Stellenbosch, and we met Langenhoven coming

from the opposite direction. Sensing our opportunity I addressed him: "Good
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retort completely disarmed us: "Doctor, yes" - he cried - "but listen my

young friends, Doctor of Stellenbosch only!"

There was, indeed, a very close relationship between Langenhoven and

Stellenbosch. He studied at the University, to which he often referred with

gratitude and warmth as his beloved Alma Mater. As a student he was active

in student affairs and showed promise of literary ability which was later to

develop to such an exceptional degree that the Dutch writer, René de Glerq,

spoke of Langenhoven's Ons Weg deur die Wêreld as the best contribution to

the literature of all Dutch related languages.
,.

~. .Langenhoven had many friends among the members of the Stellenbosch

un~vers~ty staff, especially Professor E.G. Pienaar, in collaboration with

whom he produced a book, Hoe om te skrywe. The time and energy spent on this

work proved a real experience to both men: both declared that they had learnt

a great deal, and Langenhoven presented Pienaar with a copy inscribed: "With
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love, which has withstood the rigorous test of cooperation."

Langenhoven's close relationship with Stellenbosch stemmed also to a

large extent from his association with the students. When he spoke before

student audiences, which happened quite regularly, the hall was usually filled

to the last seat, and even the last windowsill. I must admit that we sometimes

bunked university lectures, but we never bunked Langenhoven; and he paid us

the compliment to say that his visits with the students of Stellenbosch were

to him real spiritual stimuli.

An untiring worker, a keen, incisive mind, a writer of more than forty

books, mostly in Afrikaans but a few also in English, Langenhoven is first

and foremost in the row of men who have taught the Afrikaner to read, who have

taught the Afrikaner to know himself and, if need be, to laugh at himself. It

is a source of gratitude to Stellenbosch to know that it has had some share in

the life and work of this great South African.
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