Dubchman by name Van iunks periodically holds s smokisg contest
with the Devil oa top of the Pouateln, thus csusiaz tho cloud
@hich aprecds over the %op like a vast tadlecloth., Thie is

1 by a violont vind which eften preveats ships

ia the year 1752 a Uutch privatecr of chivalrvous inclisations,
Hondwll Van fuaks, saves from capture by pirates an Faslish
gbip whome maotor, Japtain Fitsroy, confides to hig regcuer
that he hoo on board a lady of high renk, the lody Issbella
of the Court of Holland, who is roaming the world ia search
of how lost bushand. a noblemen named Heondrik Van Funks who
some 20 years sarliicr had quarrclled with the FPrince of the
Hetherlands through having secretly married Issbella. In @
duel Von fMunke hod wounded the relace $o vhom he owed ale
legionce; he had thea disappoored and had not been heand of
since. Van lHunks the privateer, who had not dlaclosed his
Ldontity to Captain Piltmroy, recogaises himself ia the agtory.
Be donn his forsor Duteh uniform, ia which Re is at once recog-
aigsed by the lady isadbella who throws herself iate his arms.
BuG her son who 1o accompanying her i horeifiod vo discover
that his Lathor is a "Ducconeer” and dress his mother avay. AL
this moment & socamen eubers with a mossare that & storm is
brewing, and Van ‘unke sugsests that Cepbein #itercy should
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rogaln bhis ship, leaving the wounded ia the care of Issbellss
In the stoem both ships ase La distvess. Yelnd velees
scen 5o emorgo from tho wiads, and Van Nuaks sugpects tha¥ -
they must be near the Cape, asd in a sone seputed to bo hauabed
by evil creatures capable of wreaking dire i1l on voyagess, |
Gravely perturbed for the fate of the ships be exclalms %o
hic first officer: "I would gladly weger & pipe with the Devil
hingelf if theredby L could briag both ghips safely iato port."
Zo this an usknown volce veplies: "Jould you indeed?” - and
a figure of strange mien appears out of the pitch darknoss,
Bay, thely crows joyfully cinging the ses shanty of Van Funks.
SuiE 1. Thooo yoars have passed, and tho wedding celebrations
of "Jobanna' and Van Sunks' son, loag recomcliled to his father,
ave about Go bogim. Captudln Pltsroy beings precious gifte,
sho Domince conducts the covemony, and the scene ends with
SCEIR 21 A the ond of the day Isabolla and Van Hunks are lof$ |
alone. Iheir happiness is complete. The strange nmamner of
thelir rescug fyon the storm is an almost fopsotten eplsode of
the pont, ond they look forward to @ 1ife of ponce and contoub-
mong in this delightful land. Van Tunks siags to himself as
o works on 2 nmodel of hig shlp. But froun the shodows onorges
the mysterious Dtroager, who hos weited until this mosent to
clolr his pard of the bargain. Van Junks wagered to smoke a
pipe with the Dovil? - Good, that shall be the price for the
Sepangorts intervention. Van funks shall hold & suoking cone-
teat with the Dewll on the top of Table Mpuataln
mmmmtmmmwutﬁuoﬂuuw
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bofore him. A table and chairs are bDorne in by imps, pipes
to lose hope - ho will strive to defoct this sinlster odversary
with the sane courage as he has defeated many a £00 at 50a. :
inolte mwirls from thelr pipes and engulfs them, sprosdisg

over bthe surface of the mouatain. Disconcertsd by Ves tunks?
noroeveranos, the strencer seeks means by whicdh to underaine
blo pesolution Wil forces come into piay, rocks move, trolls
gyrate, the winds raze, bub Ven funks conbtinues o smoke. Obher
apparitlons loom in the nist, fale women dsnce, Isabella herself
appeans a9 gho was long ago. For a wonent Van Hunks 1s Gaken
tolescope and Van Huake is brought to his emnses. Ho quickly
plcis up his pipo and continoues o smoke. The mountain {o now
almost covered. The mguﬂmlm'mhd-'MO’-
paritions ho has conjured up change chape, the beoutlful women
becone sghastly hags, frightful monsters converge upon Van Hunks
as if bo tear him to pleces, Ven Husks jumps wp sboupbly aad
fires Dis plstol at the honde of demons. They venish, leaviag
the defoated Strenzer grovelling and feoling very slok sad a
momend laver he Lo hauled of £ Go the Devil's Fook by ilmps who
mockingly tell him that thers ho will resain imprisoned until
the noxt contaest. A volce from the divection of the Lion's
Head crles that the Strenger desorves his fate for teyiag to
steal from Van iMunks his merited victomy. Ia the lisht of
early dawn other volces « humon volees - aro heard calling Vem
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to £ind him alive, As thoy stast o docoond there is @ plala-
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in the evening sity we will penew our coubest."” But an ANSWeRs .

{2z voloe rosounds from Lioa's lead: “Fear nothing, Iwm_.b
 faly play.” Vea Hunks, leaving the mountain top lost of ally

ows in grstitude to Lioa's Head, waves his hat gally towards

covilts ieak and steps forth Joyfully singing his old “see~

shanty” fully prepared for his next eacounter with the Devil.
st o perlodloally shey meet o this dgy, the Devil

striviag desporately to oubeomoke Von unks, Von Musks a8

pogulerly oub-gnoking the Devil. T(hus the winds regs sad“the

rablecloth’ L8 frequently spread, but it as surely vanishes
with Van Musks's victomy, aad oo the oity at the foob of the
¥ountaln is sparod the fatie that would befall it by belag
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