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William Morris (according to Lafeadio Heawrn, who wrote
the poem of Guenevere, was one of the largest figures among the
remantio, He was the great spirit of pre-Ra lite coterie-
and the most prolific poet of the Century, william Morris was in
all respect the nearest in his talents and sentiments to Sir Walter
Soott, He was born in 1834, and died in 1896, so that he is very
regent in his relation %o ish poetry. After leaving Oxford
University, llorris devoted his life to art and literature, becoming
equally well known as a painter and a poet,

- His artistic interests led him to study printing, stained
glass, decoration and furniture; the latter undertaking proved so
suocessiul it changed the whole fashion of English house furnishing,
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The whole of liorris's various undertakings happened to be
influenced by exactly the same spirit and motive - the artistic
feeling of the middle ages, Whatever he did, he had one will -~ to
reproduce the strange poetry of the middle ages, To find his
guality in production we must go bask to the poetry of the romantie
middle age, which he so mueh loved, back to the poets who wrote vast
epios or romances in thirty or forty thousand lines, Elevun
volumes of verse, and fifteen volumes of prose represent Morris's
froduggion. and the extraordinary thing is that all his production

8 BOOU,

He dedicated his poem, "The Defence of Guemevere”, to
Rosetti,
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Mugig EZ Albert Coates
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The psyochological quality of the "Defence of Gnenev\ar?"
‘inspired Dr, Coates, He felt the simplicity and the starifling
’ truth of the chief character, the moments of pain, terror, neroio
! effort, and fervour, He soored 1t for dramatic volice and 1
orchestra, 1t requires the full resources of a fine singer w th
high dramatic gualities,

in the FIRST MOVEILUNT we visuallze (neen Guenevere s‘banﬂing
in the great gment, before her ascusers, King Arthur
Knights of the Round Table,
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The poem is as follows:=- "1t chanced upon a day cesenes
ssesscssssnsnsce 1 Speak truth saying that you lie”,

In the SECOND MOVEMINT the ueen desceribes the Fight
between Mellyagraunce and Lanoelot, Lancelot fighting for the
honour of the Queen, |

| The poem ig: - "Did you see lMellyagraunce sesesesccssssse
! sessssanssesss ZOT Mallyagraunoe had fought against the Loxd",
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HIRD MOVEMENT is an Intermezzo for orchestra alone,
the lMeditation of Guenmevere's love for Lancelot, [The composer
endoavom to portray the following part of the poem in hio
mugiog:=-

—

"Day by day it grew, as if one should

"Slip slowly down some path worn smooth and even,
"Down %0 a 600l sea on a summer day;
"Yet 8till in slipping there was some small leaven

"0f stretohed hands catbhing small stones by the way,
"Until one surely reached the sea at last,
"ind felt strange new Jjoy as the worn head lay

"Bagk, with the hair l:l.ko sea-weed; ztt all past
"Smt of the forehead, dryness of the lips,
"Washed utterly out by tho dear waves o'ercast,

"In the lone sea, far off from any ships!

In the FOURTH MOVEMENT , the mos¥ dramatio of the Symphony
Guenevere portrays her great love for Lancelots

Yhe poem is, "Oh Truest S5T66L sesevevcoscososssscsnsssnses
O SO SRR N EEROeRRsIsasROORRROERBRRRES by Ohnﬂt'ﬂ dear tOQﬂ"J
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