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To the Chief Burgomaster of Dusseldorf,

My dear Chief Burgomaster,

It is for me a heart-felt duty to express to you and the
City of Dusseldorf my deepest thanks for the tcuchingly
magnificent first performance of "Art of the Fugue" in Vestern
Germany.

This performance, the best as yet, of the incomprehensibly
great final work of Sebastian Bach, will always be a page of
glory in the musical history of your flourishing eity, and I
deem myself’ happy that it was granted to me to introduce and
assist the performance of your General Musik-Direktior Weisbach
by an address.

I believe that I am only vdieing the innermost wish of
those 3,000 hearérs when I propose to yoﬁ, my esteemed Chief
Burgomaster, to have this first performance followed at an
early date by a second, espeecially in order that the tremen-
dous mental and technical effort which was involved in pre-
paring the Baoh-Festival, may not be expendéd in one shor$
evening., Nr. Weisbach and I are agreed that, with a number of
fresh rehearsals, the work can orystallise into far more
pecrfect form only as time goes on and with constantly
renewed expericnce. It would be desirable in every way
that too much time should not elapse between the first and
gsecond performance, and I therefore take the liberty, in
conjunction with lr. Weisbach, of proposing Feiday the l6th

September as the date,

At the same time, I have approached the Directors of

the West GCerman Radio-Transmitter with the proposal to

broadeast the performance to enable those who cannoil come
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to Dusseldorf or who cannot secure admission to the Hall,
to hear "The Art of the Fugue” and my Address.

I remain with the expression of greatest rcspeot,
Yours very sincerely,

Jolfgang Graeser,

letter from Wolfzang VUraeser to the Chief Burgomaster

of Dusseldorf after the lste poerformance of "Art of the
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