
JohanneBburg, July 7, HH6 

The Guild " At Home." 
" The Mere Man" Presented. 

An Enjoyablt Evening. 

Tht' Executive and Committee of 
the Joharn1rsburg Jewjsh Guild are 
to le heartily congratulated upon 
the succeB attained at thell' evening 
at the Selborne Hall Jast week when, 

fter ti e production of Herbert 
Swears's charming Jitt]e playltt, dau­
cing waR 111C1u1~€d jn and hrt up 
till a. Jnk 1 <it11. 'J Jr,. bm< 11 stage of 
the lesst r Tc,wn Hall hardly lende it­
self to dramatjc presentation but the 
abs1.:me oi tl1 prnt::.ct:l1ium \\86 rnu10 

or less adequately replaced by a 
m1mber of 8c1eens "·hieh were sub­
aequently rrmoYed. The ftce11e was 
anpprnsed to be tbe drawin~ l'O(ill at 

n 'em.aucipated" ladies' club and 
tlre cast was as follows: 
'I'lie Presidrnt - MisF> Ray Lefcovitch. 
Lridy B tty - lilist!l Milly Roth•child. 
D01ly Mii::, Rita Lipinski. 
!faj~ie - Miss Grace Freeman. 
lre11e Miss Ada Bloch. 
lJi Goadsbv - Miss Anna Rodkin. 
The Ho11. Mr~ . Rickerby 

Mis5 Ruby Jacobs. 
Amelia - Miss F. Fine. 

The play was produced by Miss 
Mm ion Norman \\Lo, judging by the 
1'£- ult. acLieH <l, 111ust have put in 
many hours of close and careful study, 
admo11iti< n and f'Deotnagement, 
w}Jile her brother was responsible 
for t lie incide11tal mu. ic. As the 
Pre~id<>nt, l\r1f's Lf .. fcm·itch was ex­
c· llt nt mid i1 was oln-in1s that i:;he 
lrnd a c ornp1e1e and i11lt-1ligent app-
1·e('i:11i011 of tl1e C'harncter paTt f3be 
]iad io JJ rtrriy. Her elocuti<'n w aa 
·11: 1 and ddinFd, L r manneri ms 

u t:-y a1 d app11 pri21te and l1er wl10Je 
pH '1 tnticl11 n fi11i bed portrayal. 
Tli ~1is 0( ad:-.lw oHJiss Anna Rod­
kin wns typi<'al < ·i the i:-pim•tcr wear;· 
of i11gle Lk :-e< 11e . the 11igh pit­
eh d VOH' of the qn rulous nld maid 
bei11g much in e-' id r ce, while Miss 
Ruby .Jacohs played the pnrt of tl1e 
Ilon. J\lri:i. Ilicke1 by with tlie ne<'(:8-
aary nasal snufTJo poi::>. e. i-ed by (Ille 

f'ufferj ng from a old in t] e 11e~1 d. 
Mi sA<la. Hloch wns the mm1 An1eri­
cm1µi1 l to the life and l\ iss Finf' "as 
6uiiicicntly pert as Amelia. 1'li, t1 

l~ita Li pin ki and Mii-; Grace Fn e­
rnan looked S\\ eet]y pretty 1 n 11.0 

tag "·hile llfo1s Milly Rotlii-;l']1i.d 
TJl'ef-' nte<l tho part of Lady P.u 1y 
with uitnble aplomb. But J e:r-
l1::1p tlie role which at tracteJ 
mo. t attention and secured \·d1at 
<'aunot be otherwjse described than 
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an instantaneous ·and eponb neoue 
mccfss was that presented by Mr. 
W. P. Cohen who acted with these 
rnrnarkable demonstrations 0£ histri 
onic ability that invariably char­
acterise his stage appearances. In 
fact, we seldom nn,fmber to ba,·e 
seen greate1· demonstrations of 
am11semrnt than tho~e which gr~e1ed 
his f'ntnmce-to say nothing of his 
departm e. We feel that we iiliould 
be doing Jess than our duty ·lrere we 
to nfrain f10m iJlmtrnting this 
critique wilh t1H! re-p1 o<hwtj011 <,f 
tbe acfor rr.spon!.'ible for sn hirf'' A 

J l< pc1 I i011 d tl. e SlH .· Hi < d.i t:Y d 
Rnc diversion causEd. 

At tl1e conclusion oi tl:e little 
cullJtUY the (.ul1Ct:1 t iltllJb v.t:1e 

adequ~tely rende1ed by 1he difftrent 
artiFtes : 

f:OJ\G : ''MY Drearns1
' Tosti, 

Rydney 8rhragger. PIA:NO 8m o : 
Rhapsodie No 13. Li zt, :Miss Dorn 
Dorfman. So:KG ; "Plut> G1 and 
dans n Obscurite" (Frc m la Beine 
de ~abi,) Gcunod, MJS. B. Gcod­
mai1. 

TLe gatherinJ! then proceed€d to 
the lobbiEs where a light npaEt, 
adequately catered for by MeEsls. 
Graaf Ltd., was served and heartily 
enjoyed. During the il1terval the 
the hall had been cleared and dancing 
was indulged in and kept up until 
about 2 a.m. The dance was a 
1 articular]y enjn}able ( ne, 1he floor 
being very light and eaf.y and 1he 
music tuneful a1 d iytl1mic· while t11e 
e:xtracrdinarj]y umnous J•Hfty 
toilettes, worn by 1lic hir~f' m rnbrr 
of even prettier girls, ad ch d to tlw 
beauty of the scene. 

~ 

SPECIAL NOTE. T/.,· Editrr 
'Wishes it to be di. tznc tly under ft t d 
that lzc is in no uay re pc mil le f r.r 
the unexampled instance rj 11r1 -
dacity 'l hid1 f< lh7. . lt u. t nd 
7.~hich i f1 bli /zed for tlc u/1 rtaticn 
of his reader·. 

An UN-critical evie 

On \Ycclnc. da,, tl1et\\fnty-picr] th 
day of 1 LP E-i~th rn011th • of our 
pre, cnt ~ r; r, l, a poor w ak-willed 
victim < f I1 flne1 :za, Kfurnlgia, 
Cmip l ,-<, 'olds, Br1 nchitis, and (see 
a<l' c·; t. for furt11c,r ailmen1s), was 
F t, u1 on, forcibly gagged, b mid 
nnd, dei::1 ite de J erate i:;trupglc>s, 
can i cl off in no llllC' rtajn m: nn r 
to tJ.e L:elborne Ball. The outrage 
was original y perpetrated upon n e 
by a lrnnc.L ome-loc king, well huilt, 
afiluent gentleman all matrimor ial 
applications to reach this cffice not 
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later than Yomtouv of 1999) who 
rejoices in the sobriquet of The 
Edit01·;- though the assault was. 
somewhat toned down whrn I real­
ized that I was not to pay for admit­
tance. Having cast me into the 
dungeon, tbe Chief }:EJmit1ed others 
to compJete the tortures of th& 
Inquisitjon. 

But J digress! 
We "e1e recei,•ed with< pen arms 

by the clrak-rccm ai1eridan1; met 
wi1 h frnspirion b: 1l1e 1frket-ex­
}IIT1i11er; and igrn1Hd wi1h disdain 
ty tbe lady bcoking-c:e1k. The 
Ecliti:,1· <nd l }- ut < ur f1 7t n mitts 
into their receptacles, gulped twice, 
ard awaited deve]q:;fmrnts. Sudden­
ly I tspitd a p1 ug1&11 rne Mtd l;>, and 
bad just managed to ccnceal it about 
my renon "l1en I l1e~nd a Toi re en­
qt1i1 e '·P1eEs?" We bcv.f'd in uni­
srn. 'IlH'11 tl nt YOicf' c 011tim1ed, 
"Fl ont rnw specia11y 1 Ee1 nd-nny 
srnts ·Hu like." As BE ::nd I moved 
dmH1~1he aisle noJlcbaJanth-it 's a 
habit wii11 me, I mean tile 'non­
C'haJautJy'-I rrnJjzed 1bat tl e Guild 
had at last appncin1ed alJ tliat is 
meant hy "the FreEdc m of 11'c 
Press". 

But again I digress! 
I glanced at the Pwgnmr:.e ~rel 

noticed four naffeR I rin1c<l 1 1 l1rr 
the word 'Bm,1eFECR '. I r : ( cd 
ab( ut n'e and caw fcur } <r''. vrndy 
d1et:-Hd1a ifslut1ot n~: of the 
fWl lS of t}JCEC' fr11r r: nl<. arr carecl 
to be eking er ] Cl fornijng, er a ccut 
to do or perfc,rrn, :iny rnlitary art of 
bm:pi1alit~·. Ih"c'cr,ly tliii:i (ne 
tlie Ifoll ''"'. n1pidJy filling. 'l ht> 
i<lca cf hoc], ing ~r~f"- and 1 <:1 mit­
ti11g tl1c midierwe to it d0w11 ally 
,.,i u £> in them-" at'; truly j 1 gen­
ie i1 , mHl p1 m rel tl.e n.eam· of bdng­
i11g top tl fr n nn. p op1e 1'110 1 Htl 

llE'Yf'I' met e<lC'h otl1H before. 
" 'l l c iiJ"•t i

1
1
1

ern. "~1s Yido fl~, :m 
r;. Ira tun . for tl. lC' ": s no 

11e1tiu1 cf jt on th T1 p;nme. 
'! 1 i. "a. a gn nd r~ll~ de and 
Pn,_e:lllt f tlie D.C., 1\ .C's .. would­
be Y.( S., m10 a1J t} f' 01Ji r offC'ials 
C'nm1rctecl '' ith tlw JnFtituti1 n, who 
hacl work cl ard1 011. h- for tl e 
cai SP,-"i1hm1t 1epa1d 

0

10 tl1 ir '"11 

end . It te1rni11at eel 'Yi th a 1\l;n h 
Past, Pn s<>11t and Future; th< 111r­
iot1. parti<"ipmit!-i disapr ~ r· ng in 
diver"'e direetiom;. 
Just a:- the Ecnournble ~crntehitary 
wa ha kinf.. liands with a de]epa­
tion of our rei::pcctable cifrzen., the 
light aft were lowered-" urning me 
tl at tlrn Play was· about to liegin. 
Mr. W. Vmman introduced ·the 
i::ce11e by some accidental music. (I 
folt sure he could never have done 

Wled•1e --ei\r RUBBER 
HEELS. 

TH EV ARE' THE . BEST. 



116 

it on purpose). Screens (vice-curtain) 
were removed by fairy-like hands, 
and hey-pre, to!, a "Mere Man" is 
about to be ta.ged. 

"Mere ~Ian" is a one-act play. 
The Scene-according to the Pro­
gramme-was the Drawing-room at 
4 The Emaciated Ladies' Club'. 
Ac ually, the seene repre ented was 
.a reproduction of :Mes rs A.R.Brad­
low' and Co' Xmas Window-Fully 
Dresed. 

When the curtain rises, Dolly 
(Mi. s Wreta Lip alve) and L:idy 
Hetty (\f ~ :\1elee \"\ rathchilde) dis­
covered itting on settee. SL1bse­
q uently a. few others di cover they 
are al3o b3fore the fo8tlights. A 
few others are:-

!Tho Pre-1irlent - ;\lis Reigh Lefth. 
Maisie - - l\Iiss Grayse Phrennng. 
Irene - - Mi s Haydah Blou ·gh. 
Miss Goadsby - :.Ii Anar Boclkin. 
The Hon. :Jirs. Rickerbv 

~ ...... 1Ii s Re~bi .Jaikaubs. 
~\ 111 ·lia. :Jli ' Eff Phyne. 

l'hePloti" omewhatn follows:­

The Ladie ' Club a "Jieeting hold 
To di cuss their hate of mere man 

To talk and rave of aet1on bold 
Firmly the marriage tie to ban. 

Then one by one, the member all 
Con ''e s their intrign~ with a male 

The President turn. to the Hall 
In angui h. li tening to their tale. 

he {leman<is from ea(•h a µho o 
The Herc> of ea.ch one's heart 

Comp·ning all the . nap in toto 
~he find' each one a counterpart. 

"Fal e ma~." each 1Tie , "wa it for 
tl1i::-., 

" I trea ured your Jast sloppy ki s ? 
'· r ·c 0111.\· (Y it rn~·:df to thank; 
•'I might h~;·r k1.own yonr love was 

wauk. 

The Prc ·i1 l~11t, \\'hr> wa:3standing hy 
DecLtre<l he didn't mind 

When COQUEN" kis~e<l her on the 
eve: 

And now the girl i blind. 

TABLEAU 
(Slow curtain to air of "Annie Roo­

ne~1") 

Part of t.he dialogue (I mean those 
pfl.rts which one heard and which the 
histrionic aspirants had not forgotten 
in their . tage-fright) wer'-' quite cle­
ver at times. A() an example I give 
a few excerpt ; -
Enter the President (.~fo relation to 

Mr. Fred Cohen). 
The Pres : "Amelia, you have 

ahvaye been a go()cl and dutiful 
servant to me." 

Amelia: 'You have indeed, mum.' 1 

The Pres: "And I have been a good 
mi tress to yon, have I not ?" 

Amelia : "Yes, mum; you promised 
m9 a ri e Aixtee11 yea rA ago. 

The. Pres: ''I am well aware of the 
fact, and to . how I always encour­
age a good servent I will-let you 
w:i.it another ixtcen years." . 

Amelia: "(Tearfnlly) ''Heaven bless 
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you for those few nuts." 
The Pre : "llut I fear you have t-.ome 

Recret-in fact, I'm sure.'' 
Amelia: "It is a se1·r 't I would not 

have you know for all the 'rnrld. 
I'm engaged to be married. 

0 0 0 

The Play over, the>re were gi \·en 
two un rehean~ecl item-; also not. 
quoted on the Bill of ~'are. The fir t 
wa a m~ight-liCti ng xh ibitiou by 
the Uuildo 13:othors 'ix liereulean 
youth , wit.h the fir 't down of ma.n · 
hood npon their rnrldy <'h ekH, lifte1l 
with ea.s a ! ~rand-Flat Pia in 11 igh 
above their houl.lero. '!'hen, witbuut 
e.ny app:irrent effort, they low red it 
with remarkable velocity and till 
more renurkable ·ud<lenes The im­
pact must. have 'hivererl. the timbers 
(to speak nantieally) an<l ineide11t.ally 
the ountling-ho·l.rd. •"IL'arce hnd the 
co11tiuneci appan o died d nm when 
tw shy yonnrr damoqels -Ph::rnee nncl 
Phlora-Jid a double tnrn, lrnir-rai­
sing in its ver~' claring, e 1 itlecl 'A 
Slide for Life' or 'Tripping in the 
Turned-up l\Iat.' 

~Ir. W. P. 'oh~n. 

The fir t item on the Con1·ert Pro­
gramme wa"' ~Ir Zi 1 kn e Shragqgarr 
who warbled about Dream~ awl the 
Stllff Th y .Are j{ t lle nf, c111npn 'd hy 
Po t Toa;ties or sum • :-.itwh ot!Ler cer­
eal. I enjoyed this arti t.':-; rendition 
mainly beea.u e he didn't pnll fac s 
or wave hi. arm~ arou11il like a 
windmill 

Then came forward wee )lis :i Daura 
Daurfma.in, tripµ d forhtt I. I can 
be t de cribe her exeentinn in the 
words of lrvin :1 Cobb 

~he ·tart gently. ~ he thr11ws her 
head back and closes her eyes dream­
il v and hits the key a Rnfr, dainty 
little lick -tippy-tap. Then leaving 
a call with the night-derk for ei~ht 
o'clock in the morning, Rhe .·eems to 
drift off into a peacefn l ~I nm ber; hut 
awakens on the moment an cl h11rr.d ng 
an the way up to thP. other end of 
Mark:et Street, she lau' P" 1 he bas 
keJ.& a couple of hard lilow~­
bttmetty-b11m. And Q it goes on for 
a long , pell. Six months seem to 

Johannesbur1Y, Juty 7. l. I ; 

elap e; how the old place ha. ·h, llO'ed. 
On (lf ~·onr leg goe: to ·Jp p and 
the 1·ei-,t of ·ou envies that I g. All of 
a "nddeu the operator l'om ' ut of 
her tranc . h now ·ut l ) 
Je of the piann's i11trin ic rnln • 
(after th<' weight lifting e ·hihition) 
and it. associatio11s t0 it. 11wner& . .'h 
grab the lielJ le Lhi11g hy itt""< npJ er 
lip and trie. to tear all it fr.11it t etJJ 
out with her bare hand .~.· tlr 
crashing reverberatin11. die away tl 
the ArtiHte rise . ":rn 1>11 t ga n , aud 
hon·s low in r pon' t) the a ppla11 · 
and hack. a\-<H', lt>a\in-!' the,·r,•l'l 
o[ th piano· jammed baek >u its 
hau1u·hc. and trembling liken 1 af 
in ernry 1imb. 

I st'ol 

lllOll. 

Th List btrai a ( ) lia. 1•arl'e di d 
~rn-ay when th \".('.of th n•ni11~ 
a111101111<·ed tl1at • npp Ha \\OllJ i lie 
,· n d in f he lobbies "liil t t lw 
remunnt: of the M 11 i<"al Meal w re 
cle:1 red awaY. Tf th r nn th i 11g 
that len<lb 'l'on Gnwe. Culour, :tn<l 
!1Pfirrnm nt 'a fnnl'tion it i · lO It, \'P 

au Ev 111 ' • '11p rint<•n l011t '·h • i Ii-; 
hiR wonl:-. "·ith IL\ ancl 11s R \Ts. 
It makes the <'ommone t affair quite 
aristocratic. 

nu one. mor· nn<l 
di err• :-> ! 

.Tn~ ab Jllt Llti time the Eli t> ar­
ri 1.re'l fr m i n0r I ),inza · 1ham ber 

one rt and hey nt nu·e joined in 
the rnnh f r e·1t nt the ta.bl in the 
lob hie . ContratT t') the tatr•1 1ent 
on Lhe Pro~ramm~ the Pefre hm nt 
w 're • TOT en· d. Thev \\' re 
grabbed or l ne wit he nt. .\t 11·11 go h 
t.he l )a.nee begun. 

With the begiuniuCY of 
ian mornment am th en l 0£ 
refre.·hment . Fmm 11 P ... L to 2 
G )1. one could not obtain a drop or 
piece of anthin~ li(1uid. E,·en the 
water- taps hal. be u lo kell and 
s al d. Luckik for me the Do . 
had ma<le arrang maut . an l ere 
long Mr Coun el, ~Ir. Cai -R0 i<lent, 
The Doc. an I were nscon ·e l in 
the Carlton Palm-Com . 

I understm<l that later in the 
evenin<Y the Oanc·1• w 1 • .... till in pro­
gre . 

Gu . _\ L F1u: .·1 Lt ·11. 

~ 

The T:•mr ha ant l. ri•P<l. {. 1 uhiu­
st.ein, the well-known .Tewi h hanker 
at Kieff, to accept the po t of ( 1on­
sul-Generar.for Peri;fa in th city. 


