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“THE TRIAD.

I owe a debt of gratitude to some-
body and if I only knew who it was
that 1 am indebted to I would cer-
tainly discharge my obligation in the
customary local manner by offering
the usual drinks or gloves or choco-
lates as is customary upon such oc-
casions. And the reason of my anx-
iety to pay my debt is that some-

body, man or woman, drew my at-’

tention to ‘‘ The Triad ” by first re-
marking upon the excellence of its
theatrical and musical critiques tel-
ling me how they set down naught
in malice and did naught extenuate,
(I trust I am correct in my quotation
because if not I shall be snowed un-
der by protests from those- meticul-
ous persons who are so anxious to
point out the mote in other people’s
eyes before.they remove the beam
from their own.)

But to return to ¢ The Triad.”
Curious to see a production that had
the courage of its convictions and
surfeited to a nauseous disgust with
the local system which makes of
theatrical geese, swans and glorifies
the braying of local asses into the
singing of nightingales, I wrote to
Australia asking to be favoured with
a copy. Since then I have rezeived
three numbers of a monthly maga-
zine which I have found more inter-
esting than any other publication,
since the late W .T. Stead ceased edi-
ting “ The Review of Reviews.”

I do not want my readers to run
away with the idea that there is any
connection or any similarity between
“The Triad” and “The Review of
Reviews” except that they are both
. fundamentally sincere, both have a
hatred for sham and hypocrisy and
both publish the best which it is
possible to obtain. Another similar-
ity between the two monthlies is that
both encourage the system of signed
articles whereby the writer takes the
responsibility of his own effusions,

*“The Triad” A monthly magazine
devoted primarily to matters of literary,
pictorial and dramaticart. Posted direct

to subscri 6/6 per annum. Address
P.O. Box 675, G.P.O., Sydney Australia.

is known to the public and is there
to be shot at if Lis statements ate in-
advertently or maliciously incor-
rect,

Described as a journal devoted to
literary, pictorial, musical and dra-
matic art, ‘“The Triad” deals with
many other matterssuch, for instance,
as politics and is particularly defin-
ite upon what it estimates should be
the attitude of Australians towards
conscription. Tt not only urges the
young men to come forward but in-
sists that it is the duty of the older
citizens to support conscription in
its strongest form. Some idea of its
outspokenness and its determination
to support the policy which it be-
lieves to be correct may be judged
from the fact that, while to-day it is

“flinging himself into Australian
polities because of hatred of England
and for no other reason under God’s
sky,” only a few years ago members
of Australian-Orange bodies were
writing abusing the paper as a rab-
idly pro-Catholic organ. From this
it will be seen that, in Australia as
in this country, the way of the hon-
est, self-respecting journal which
dares to point out the right road, ir-
respective of the susceptibilities of
those it might wound and only hav-
ing in view the duty which it shonld
perform to the majority of the popu-
lation, is a hard one and results
there, as here, in exactly the same
treatment namely censure and op-

_position.

But it is not with the policy of

being accused of being anti-Catholic ¢ The Triad™” that I wish to
because of its castigation of a priest deal except it be to pay a
named Mannix whom it accuses of measure of appreciation to the
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THE COMING OF THE “PESACH.”

By Max Boshwitz.

When spring gives breath to blossom, and March winds cease to sigh,
When the cold hand of the winter has extended its goodbye;

Then the Pesach comes astriding, with its ancient law and lore,

And the baker bakes the matza—the unleavened bread of yore.

When the gushing drops of April, come to bathe the budding rose,
And the warblers wing to forest and in piping lays propose;

Then the wives begin to kasher—every pot that'’s in the home,
And the Fathers search for chometz, every nook of every room.

When the violet sweet is waking, from its long and frosty sleep,

And the golden headed crocus from the thawing earth doth peep;

Then the goose that long has fattened, with the Paschal lamb so white !
Are the victims of the Easter for the feast on Seder night.

When the woodbine deep in tangle, by the lips of spring is pressed,
And the linnet shy is looking where to build its little nest;

Then the maidens deck the Seder—ere they don their dainty frocks,—
While the mothers press the juices from the raisins in the crocks.

For the vinous cup of kiddush, is the soul of Easter eve.

As it lifts the drooping spirit, in each heart its cheer doth leave:

And they quaff the ruby bumper, while their lips its praises sing,

And they thank the-great Jehovah, for the mirth they find therein. ¥

On the table white and spotless, on a platter—Seder’'s pride!—
“Jhey have tucked the tripple matza, with the mor’or. by its side;
With the paschal bone and ch’'roses, with the baked egg and the wine,
Are the symbols of oppression they endured in Pharaoh’s time.

And at Seder, ties c;f kindred with hearts happy reunite,

While the stranger, sad and lonely! they to feast with them invite;
And they chant the old Haggadah, as they sing of Israel’s glee,

Of their tribes’ emancipation, of the dawn of liberty !

And they feast on toothsome viands, with the koss full to the brim,
Open door to Elje-Nuvah, and invite the prophet in;

And they sing the old “Bim—herah,” in a chorus full of tune,

Far more sweet than birds can warble in the early morn in June!
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services which they must be render-
ing to the musical and dramatic arts
by their fearless criticisms. “The
Triad ”’ does not accept advertise-
ments or complimentary tickets-of-
admission from any theatrical com-

pany, nor will it publish the
advertisements or cards of any
teacher or public performer. If the

so-called critics as well as their

employers, the local papers, would

only adopt a similar attitude how
much pain and anguish might have
been spared to singers anc actors
who have had their futures ruined by
the fulsome praise which has been
showered upon them, not only by
novices whose appreciation has
arisen from ignorance, but from

others who should .and do know
and yet refrain from that criticism—
that very different criticism—that
these miserable efforts call forth.
As I write I call to mind two Jewish
women who have been persuaded
into the belief that they possessed
voices and a knowledge cf music by
not only the plaudits of their friends
but by the praises of the critics of
the local dailies and who, encourag-
ed by the untrue—and dare I write
it dishonest ?—praices have spent
pounds upon musical educations in-
tending to set the Rand on fire on
their return to this country. And
when they came back ! The one con-
cert! The horrible awakening ! \The
realisation that they have been
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The Randfontein
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| Gold Mining Co., Ltd.

(Incorporated in the Transvaal.)

NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS.

- NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Eleventh Ordinary General
Meeting of Shareholders in the above Company will be held in the Board
Room, Consolidated Building, corner of Fox and Harrison Streets, Johannes-
burg, on Wednesday, the 10th day of April, 1918, at 10:30 o’clock in the
forenoon, for the purposes following : —

(1) To receive and consider the Balance Sheet and Accounts for the year ended

31st December, 1917, together with the Reports of the Directors and Auditors.

(2) To confirm the appointment of Mr. J. H. Crosby as Director of the Company,
and to elect Directors in the placg of Messrs. N.J. Scholtz and W.H. Robinson,
who retire in. terms of the Articles of Association. Mr. Scholtz is eligible,
and offers himself for re-election. Mr. Robinson does not seek re-election.

(3) To appoint Auditors for the current year, and to fix the remuneration for the
past audit. : \

(4) To transact any other business which, under the Articles of Association, may
be transacted at an Ordinary General Meeting.

By Order of the Board,

JOHANNESBURG CONSOLIDATED INVESTMENT COMPANY,
“LIMITED, ;
Secretaries.
HeAD OFFICE, per FRANK HALL,
- JOHANNESBURG, ~
27th March, 19I8. :
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living in a fool's paradise. That
there was neither voice nor natural
tendency to music. And those very
critics who were responsible for the
mistaken glamour originally accord-
ed are the first to accord the coup de
grace. And, as Zola says, apres le
debacle.

One can understand this unneces-
sary consideration for the suscepti~
bilities of professional companies
since their printing orders and their
columns of advertising may afford
some reason, if no excuse, for the
fulsome platitudes to which we are
from time to time treated while the

act that some members of the staffs
of local papers are on boards of
directorate and others are alleged to
be in receipt of monthly remunera-
tion provides that material justifica-
tion (?) which will be so readily ap-
preciated locally.

But all this is hardly a review of
“The Triad” which was my original
idea when I sat down to write these
lines, And yet it is a greater tribute
to that journal than any ordinary
notice that I could have wuitten,
since it is the direct consequence of
the thoughts engendered and the
ideas created' by a perusal of its
excellently written and equally as
well-produced pages. To deal in
detail with any particular month's
contents would be useless since the
periodical is not published locally
and it would be practically impossi-
ble to obtain a copy in South Africa
except through the courtesy of a
friend. From cover to cover it con-
sists of good writing—not necessar-
ily in pretentious, academic English
but in clean, clear, definite language
which all who read may understand
and—given the mnecessary ability—
appreciate. Not the least interesting
addition to this excellent monthly
publication is the supplement of
etchings by John Shirlow which,
admirably drawn and beautifully
produced, lend a glamour to such
prosaic subjects as the fish market
tower, Melbourne and the warehous-
es on Melbourne wharves, 1902.

Altogether I esteem “ The Triad ”
as much as, if not more than, any
publication which comes to my let-
ter bag and I trust that the time
will be far distant whea either its
production will cease or its despatch
to my address forgotten.

LL.G.

The General Dealers business registered
by me Revenue Office, Boksburg, on 26th
January, 1918, 13, Union Road, Vogelfon-
tein, has been sold and will on thel5th
April be transferred to Frederick George
Hiles. Jeny Heny Scaneider.
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