
January 7th, 1927. 

THE HOLIDAY SPIRlT. 

Now that the holidays are over 
Johannesburg may be expected to 
ettle down inlo a work-a-day mood 

again, but until the ~isitors to the 
coast return to their ac ustomed 
haunts and habits there will be a 
noticeable hiatus in social and hnsi
ness circles. This is especially true of 
the ] ewish community, and there is 
little doing this month, mo t of the 
philanthropic and ocial welfare 
societies having called a halt. 

While so many of our young people 
are away at the coast, a number of 
visitors from the coast towns are in
vading the Rand, where they are re
ceiving a hearty welcome. 

VISIT OF BOY SCOUTS. 

A party of J ewi h Boy Scout from 
Durban will arrive at Johannf'~ burg 
Station on Tuesday eveniner, 4th inst. 
They will be lodged in the Y eoville 
Syna~ogue cla -room during their 
stay in Johannesburg, and as there 
i ~ small kit hen attached to these 
rooms there will be no difficuhv ahout 
the cooking. The Ladies' ommittee 
of Y eoville Synagogue are a ranging 
for the Friday night's supp r , and 
1\1 rs. Sieradski , the Se retarv, tells 
m e that much private hospitality is 
<·ont mplated. 

The Ladies' ommittee will ciL o 
me t the couts at the tllti ,m and 
provide tea [or th m in thf' da s
rooms upon the1r arrival. \ arious 
entPrta1nrn<'nls will bl." arrnn<retl { 
the vi~.itors and ight- eeing expedi
tions will b organi ed. 

Scoutmasler Rosendorf, formerly 
of Durban, will have the Scout under 
hi , upervision during their fort
night 's tay on the Rand. 

THE JEWISH GUILD. 

The Jewish Guild will hold its 
annual creneral meeting and election 
of exec;tive on Sunday evening, 6th 
February, and nomination are_ now 
invited for the offices of pre ident, 
two vice-presidents, hon. treasuTer, 
hon. secretary, and a committee of 
thirteen. Nominations will be re
ceived until 5.30 p.m. on Wednesday 
19th January. 

After the ~lection of the new xecu
tive, the numerous sect1ons ma)'." _be 
set going again and renewed act1v1ty 
lead to further development. At the 
present time most of the Guild se~
tions are moribund; only the dramatic 
and tennis sections showing any 
liveliness. Since the production of 
" Lovalties " at the Standard Theatre 
the , dramatic section has al o re
mained stationary, the discouraging 
reception of thei~ big ef! ort having 
cooled down for the time being . Yet 
there are some promi ing players in 
this section, and in le ·s arr,!:'itiou 
work they have done very well. 

The curious thing; about the Johan
nesburg Jewish Guild is .th~t now 
that they have their own bmldu~g and 
a larrrely increased membersh1p. so 

b h . few Guildite are seen on t e r:1e-
mises ! You may go Lhere at any time 
of the day and find the place deser ted, 
and even between the hours of 5 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. when offices and place of 
busines close and young pt=>ople of 
both sexes like to congregate some
where before going home to dinner, 
the Guild Rooms are empty. In the 
olden days when the Association had 

THE S.A . JEW! H CHRONICLE. 

r i; llJlllllln'11. ;;!lEIDiilllllllCi:r.:;;:;::l:lma-lllllllliJlllllll m 

JOHANNESBURG 
DAY BY DAY 

its home above The Strand Tea-rooms 
- then under the " els R11 t" 
management-things were different 
and there was usually a cheery gather
ing of young people after five o'clock. 

Some people assert that the di ff er
ence is due to the fact that the former 
premises were o central and the new 
building so djstant, but this cannot 
be the real reason. Th handsome 
new Guild building is not so far from 
the centre as those much frequented 
club the S.A.P., the U.P.C. and the 
Union. The Y.M.C.A. is no betteT 
situated and the Y.W.C.A. is just 
opposite the Guild and St. James' 
Restaurant, a popular rendezvous 
with Jewish young people, is hardly a 
minute's walk away from it. 

One thing about the Guild building 
which must strike a visitor is the 
ab ence of a cosy lounge or sitting 
room with easy chairs, reading and 
writing tables, ·and a piano, the sort 
of room where members of both sexes 
can meet informally for social inter
course. 

The only room of this description 
has been let to a company for a 
public tea-room, and although it is 
hand omelv furnished and de orated, 
it differs i~ no wi e from the usual 
places of the kind and the pric{"s are 
identi al with the mo t xpen ive in 
town. It is time that there i a 
smaller room adjoining, with a long 
roi"' of table down the middle and a 
couple of ' riting tables at the side, 
hut this r tr at is about as inviting 
and h mely a the r ading room of a 
puh1i c library. There i no billiard 
room or card room in the whole 
palatial establishment, the re t of the 
space being occupied by the A"sembly 
Hall, vestibule, seer tary s offices and 
cloak room . I forgot the gymna~ium 
in the ba ement, but this is not 
utilised nowadays. To fulfil its pur
pose as a Jewis.h club, the Guild must 
first be made clubbable. 

TALMUD TORAHS. 

Following the Federation of Syna
gogues comes the Federation of 
Talmud Torahs of the Witwatersrand. 
Negotiations have been proceeding 
for a long time and are now in the 
final stages. On Thursday evening 
next, 6th January, there will be a ery 
important meeting of the Jewish 
Guild, where the Presidents and other 
officials of the Talmud Torahs will 
come together and arrancre for a mass 
meeting, when the scheme for federa
tion can be put before the local 
Jewish public. 

J ewish education ha languished in 
South Africa for many years, and the 
Chief Rabbi, Dr. J . L . Landau, and 
other who are interested, believe that 
federation will give a wonderful 
impetus lo their campai~n. There 
ar~ several difficulties in the way, in
cluding the financial one, but wiLh 
the spirit of goodwill that has re
cently manifested it elf, animating 
the variou committee , there can be 
l ittle <loubt that the cheme wm go 
through. 

TWO OF 0 R CIIAMPTO:\S. 

In order 
Monday m 
tion of the 
tram was 

to catch the mail 1a t 
account of the con ecra
new Synagogue at Der-

nece saril y omewhat 

limited. The rer mony began at 
3 p.m. and th r eption that followed 
l a ... L d till 6 p.m. There w r e nal 
inlere ling peeches during th aft r
noon including one hy Mr. Morri · 
Kentridge, M.L.A. H spoke of the 
gr at part played by the Syna~ogu 
in Jewish life and de crib d the ur
vival of the race durincr the Galuth 
to the strength of the religiou_ tie . 
He went on to peak of the future of 
Palestine as a Jewi h State, which he 
helieve may ri e to an equalit y \\ith 
the other Dominions of the British 
Commonwealth in the cour e of time. 

Later in the af lernoon Chief Rabbi 
Dr. J. L. Landau referred to the work 
that Mr. Kentridge had accomplished 
on behalf of the Jewish community 
of South Africa. He said thaL in 
Mr. Kentridge and Ad\ ocate Morris 
Alexander of Cape Town we have two 
Jewish repre entative who are faith
fu l to their people and consistent 
and untiring in their efforts to help 
their co-religioni ts. 

The hearty applause of the large 
assembly showed that the ' ork of 
these two champions was not only 
well known but widely appreciated 
by the Jewish community of the Rand. 

REV. B. I. B ' CKMA.N. 
The Rev. B. I. Beckman, the popular 

young mini ter of Yeo\ ille vna
gogue, left on unday e\'ening for a 
w 11-earned l1oliday at tl1e Kowie. 

\1r. Beckman has e tabkhed Hebrew 
da s at Yeo\. ill which are showin(l' 
exccll nl re ull . He has also intro· 
duced the noveltv (in Johann ~burg) 
of a confirmation da. ~ for Jewi h 
µ:irls . The know ledge of Jewi.;;h re
ligion, history, and tradition~ 
acquired in thi wa , _hould pro e of 
ine timahle l f'n fit to the girl in 
after lif ' 

:m LPER I / UDEVIJ .LE. 

~Ii Ro lper, the young J ,,i h 
c;oprano, was a ery succe . ful turn at 
the Orpheum Theatre last week. 
Attired in a picture que taffeta dr , 
in style remini cent of a Vela quez 
picture, she wa a charming to look 
upon a he \\a to li ten to. 

.'.\Ii" Ali er'. fir~ l _ong wa '·The 
Dancing Le son," which suit her 
light oprano voice, and two other 
songs \~hicb followed were equal ly 
well received. 

DR. 

ot only the Yiddi h Literary 
Society which heard the lecture but 
the general public of Johannesburg 
were intf'rested in the addre. s bv Dr. 
]. Sach 011 the evil of alcoholi m. 
The lecture was gh n publicity by 
the local pres , and attracted fa our
ahlt comment from Rand clergymrn 
and olh r temperance advocate.: . 

~·············································································································································~ 
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