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In and Around the
Peninsula.

Readers are invited to send in suit-
able items of news for publication
in this column. Al communica-
tions should reach the Editor,
P.O. Boz 2000, Cape Town, not
later than W ednesday morning.
Secretaries of Societies are also
wmvited to contribute news of the
activities of their organisations.

Yom Kippur.

The many Shools in the Peninsula
were crowded last Sunday night and
Monday when the Holy Fectnal of
Yom I\lppur was ushered in. In
every case the accommodation was

insufficient to comfortably seat the
worshippers and the services held
at public and others halls were
similarly attended. The Great Syna-
gogue as well as the adjoining Svna
gogue Hall were packed to the doors.
At the former, Rev. L. Kirschner and
Rev. S. Kibel conducted the services
and powerful sermons were delivered
by the Chief Minister, Rev. A. P.
Bender. Mr. B. Chideckel presided
over the services in the Old Syna-
gogue, at which Rev' M. Cohen and
Rev. E. K. Sher officiated, and at
which Rev. S. Kibel gave an effective
sermon on the significance of the
occasion. The Mincha service was
taken by Mr. B. Rom, accompanied
by the Synagogue Choir, whose
beautiful singing was much appre-
ciated.

A Noticeable Omission.

Many worshippers at the Gardens
Synagogue on Yom Kippur were sur-
prised and not a little worried when
the Rev. A. P. Bender failed to deliver
his customary and much looked for-
ward to sermon. I am pleased to be
able to say that the omission was not
due to indisposition. The service had
at some point or other been pro-
tracted for twenty-five minutes, and
Mr. Bender with his usual considera-
tion decided not to deliver his sermon
rather than lengthen a day of fasting
for many upon whom the strain was
beginning to tell.

Yet 1 feel sure that many in that
large congregation would gladly have
fasted for another half-an-hour for
the privilege of hearing the address
of our beloved minister.

Sea Point Congregation.

The Sea Foint Town Hall, where
services were held under the control
of the Green and Sea Point Hebrew

Congregation, was filled to its
utmost capacity during the Kol Nidrei
and Yom Kippur Services.  Every

available seat was occupied before
the commencement of the evening ser-
vice. over four hundred adults'an_d
many children being present. This
has again brought home the urgent
need for Sea Point po~~e>:m" its own
House of Worship, and in view of the
rapidity of the growth of the Jewish
community in this area, the Com-
mittee realise that only by an
immediate start upon the erection of
a Synagogue, can it hope to provide
for the members next year. The
Commtitee has therefore decided to

leave no stone unturned to accomplhh
this. Mr. J. B. Shacknovis, in an
address, made a special appeal to each
member to do his share in this con-
nection. The services were worthily
conducted with great decorum by Rev.
Diamond and Rev. Eisenstein, and
Rev. Diamond delivered an impres-
sive sermon during the evening
service.

Mr. I. Mauerberger acted as Par-
nass and the duties of honorary
Shammus were again carried out by

Mr. J. Gutman. Several of the

delivered by Rabbi Emmanuel Zim-
merman. A special appeal on behalf
of local charities, particularly the
Board of Guardians, was made by
the President, Mr. Max Gurland.

The Beth Hamedrash in Constitu-
tion Street, both on Kol Nidre Night
and the following day was filled with
devout worshippers. Here Rabbi M.
Ch. Mirvish officiated. The Poneviz.
the Talmud Torah and other town
and suburban synagogues each had
their full quota of worshippers. At
the Zionist Hall there was a large
gathering to participate in the Holy
Services, RabbinerSolomon Schwarz
delivered sermons on both Kol Nidre
night and the following day. The
subject of the former being an appeal
for the National Fund. On Monday
the reverend gentleman, who in-
cidently represents in this country

Chanukah Essay

Competition.

We are now able to give details of the Chanukah
Essay Competition, the preliminary announcement of
which appeared in our last week’s issue.

The Competition will be open to boys and girls under

thirteen and under seventeen.

For the former section the subject will be * Judas

Maccabeus

the essay not to exceed 750 words, and

for the latter, “The Origin and Significance of Chanukah,”
the length of the essay not to exceed 1500 words.

All” Essays must be written on foolscap paper—one
side only being used, and not signed. Entrants, however,
should send in their names and addresses on a serarate
sheet of paper attached to their efforts.

Manuscripts which should be addressed to the Editor,
S.A. Jewish Chronicle, 58, Burg Street, Cape Town, the
the Envelope being marked ‘‘ Competition,” must be
accompanied by a certificate from parent, guardian or
teacher, certifying that the essay is competitor’s own work.

The decision of the Judges will be final.

The following prizes are offered:—

For Boys and Girls under seventeen:
1st prize £4 4 0.
2nd prize £2 2 0.
Two Consolation Prizes.

For Boys and Girls under thirteen :
Ist prize £3 3 0.
2nd prize £1 1 0.
Two Consolation Prizes.

The Competition closes on December 3rd, 1929

younger members decided, at short
notice, to form a Choir, and under
the direction of Mr. 1. Lewis,
acquitted themselves excellently, at
the same time adding (onsldemblw
to the impressiveness of the services.
This undertaking was greatly appre-
ciated by the entire congregation.

At Other Synagogues
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Rev. S. Spektor and Rev. M. Kush-
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be meted out upon Egypt, as well as
on the other Nations, should be due
to their non-observance of the Feast
of Tabernacles.  Surely they did
not keep any other observances.
Then why the special wrath for non-
observance of Succoth?  If we care-
fully examine the significance of
Succoth, we soon realise that it is
bound up with practically the greater
part of the bases of Judaism. Succoth
is known as “Chag Ho-osif’ the
Festival of the gathering in” of all
our products, and it is just then, when
all the needs and comforts are pre-
pared for the household, that we are
told to dwell in booths for a week.
While we sit intour comfortable
houses we can hardly feel with those
whose whole protection is a tem-
porary structure. It is only when we
dwell in a temporary structure for the
week that we realise that there are
others who are not so comfortably
placed as we are. It therefore
awakens in us the feeling of charity
and sympathy to the unfortunate ones.
This is the sin of the other nations
that when they are comfortable they
have no feeling for those who are in
need.  With the Jew it is the obser-
vance of Succoth that has acted as a
sort of training. It has taught him
to live, even if only for a short time.
under similar conditions as those who
do not possess a roof for their shelter.
Possessing this great quality of being
able in the midst of all comfort and
luxuries to feel with the poor, the
Jew has every right to read once more
that beautiful prayer “Atoh bechar-
tonos micoe ho-amim.” Thou hast
chosen us from all nations.

East Rand Jewry.

COMMUNAL NOTES
BENONI.

The Benoni Young Israel Society
held their preliminary round of the
oratorical contest organised by the
Transvaal Y.L.S. Executive at the
Hebrew Hall recently. Mr. S. C.
Ostrofsky presided and welcomed the
judges (Miss P. Epstein, B.A., and
Mr. 1. Fanaroff, B.A.) in the name
of all present. Four speakers took
part in the contest.  Each speaker
had to deliver a prepared speech and
thereafter also an impromtu speech.

Mr. A. E. Rome, who spoke on
*“ Jewish Contributions to Modern
Civilisation,” showed that in every
sphere—the drama, literature, ethics,
medicine and science — Jews had
played a prominent part.

Mr. V. Solomon spoke on * The
Life and Work of Rabbi Akiba.” He
traced the life of this great Jewish
scholar, pointing out the romance of
his youth, when, as a humble shep-
herd he had loved the daughter of a
wealthy and haughty farmer. When
the Romans took Jerusalem and for-
bade all Jewish practices, Akiba con-
tinued his occupation of a public
teacher, strongly maintaining that if
the Jews had any hope whatever of
surviving, that hope lay in the Torah.

Mr. M. Favish chose as his sub-
ject: “Was Shakespeare an anti-
Semitic? The Character of Shylock.”
Mr. Favish, with the help of many
quotations from *“The Merchant of
Venice,” showed that Shakespeare
had tried to make Shylock as bad as
possible; in the end, however, Shy-
lock had succeeded in breaking
through the web of the plot, and he
ably defended himself and his
Oppressed race in the heartrending
speech, “Hath not a Jew eyes? *

Mr. J. Isacovitz spoke on “The
Homeless Race,” and gave a short
account of the history of the Jews up
to the appearance of Zionism.

After each speaker had delivered
an impromptu speech selected by the
judges, it was announced that Messrs.
Favish and Rome had been chosen to
represent the Society against Southern
Suburbs in the second round. The

meeting then terminated.

BOKSBURG.

The Boksburg Young Literary
Society has now been in existence for
two years, and good progress has
been made. The members meet every
Sunday, and read articles and storjes
of Jewish interest. ~ Various periods
of Jewish history, too, are read and
keenly discussed. — The Society un-
doubtedly does good work, and its
activities are in many respects similar
to those of the junior circle of the
Benoni Jewish Cultural Society.

The person to whom this society
owes its progress and its very origifl
is the Rev. I. L. Monschen, Minister
of the Boksburg Hebrew Congrega-
tion.

GENERAL.

On Thursday last, Adv. J. Schlos-
berg, of Johannesburg, lectured to
the members of the Benoni H.O.D.
(Sir Harry Graumann Lodge, No. 4)
on “ Palestine—its relation to World
Politics.”  Mr. Schlosberg is, of
course, an authority on the subject
of the British Dominions and the
Mandates, and his lecture proved most
interesting and instructive. It is
hoped that the Committee of the
H.0.D. will continue to provide for
the cultural requirements of the
members.

* * * * *

The Committee of the Germiston
Y.I.S. announces that the production
of the play, “Meschiach’s Tzeiten ”
(Goldfaden) has been postponed for
some months. Meanwhile, the Society
is proceeding with its ordinary work,
the library being well patronised by
the members.

* * * * *

We wish to announce the new
Executive of the Brakpan H.0.D., Dr.
Max Nordau Ledge: President, Bro.
R. B. Miller, Vice-President; Bro.
M. Hyman; Treasurer, Bro. A. Hoff-
man; Secretary, Bro. C. Joffe.

* * * * *

It is hoped on all sides that Rabbi
Dr. Hildesheimer will be able to visit
the East Rand and address meetings
there.

(Continued from Lowu th Column).
been reassured by his covering state-
ment, as well as by the declarations
at Geneva of Mr. J. Ramsay Mac-
Donald and Mr. Arthur Henderson.

Recently I received a deputation
from representatives of the Political
Committee of the Jewish Socialist
Labour Confederation, Poale-Zion.
led by Mr. Kaplansky. We had a

long talk on this subject.

Yours fraternally,
WILLIAM GILLIES,
Secretary.

JOIN THE CROWD!

A SELECT DANCE

will be held at the

BEACH HOTEL, HOUT BAY

TO-MORROW (SATURDAY) NIGHT.

Marks (Personal) Orchestra in Attendance.
Evening Dress Compulsory.

Buses leave Princess Cafe, Adderley Street
at 7.30 p.m.
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The Kadimah

Association.

Nearly two months have passed
since World Jewry was shaken by the
terrible atrocities in Frez Israel. Two
months ago Jewry all over the world
voiced their protests and promised
immediate help for the upbuilding
of what was destroyed and for the
further consolidation of the National
Home.  These promises are to-day
being realized. The Yishub is again
being rebuilt with the modest means
at their disposal.

The Kadimah Association, as soon
as the first cable of the happenings
in Eretz Israel was read, felt that
unable as they were to defend the
honour of their country, something
could and should be done to support
those young Chaluzim who so
gallantly sacrificed their lives for an
ideal.

A meeting of the Committee was at
once called and cables of protest were
at once sent to—

The Second International,
The Labour Party,
Colonel Wedgwood,

as well as a cable of encouragement
to the Histadouth Haovdim.

The same week, when the massacres
were at their height, the following
reply was received from Histadouth.

“Kibalnu mivrakchem. Hajishur
haivri amad amdiat kawod wejosif
laamod bifnei tokfaw.”

It was felt that while resolutions
were very well yet some practical
work was necessary, and so it was
decided that a meeting should be
called where the youth should be
called upon to devote the proceeds
of one day’s work towards a fund
which might in some measure help
to ameliorate the sufferings of those
who so bravely defended their
honour.

The meeting was duly called and it
was gratifying to note that in a short
time £40 was raised. The Association
is now approaching those who were
not present at the meeting and the
canvass is being carried on success-

fully.

The hope is expressed that the
example shown by the Kadimah
Association will be emulated by all
the Jewish youth in South Africa who
will thus give the pioneers in Erez
Israel its loyal support.

The Kadimah Association is indeed
to be congratulated on its initiative.
Practical support largely devolves
upon the older members of any com-
munity, but even young people can
and should give this support, and the
donation of the proceeds of one day’s
work, however little it may be, binds
the giver more securely to his
National Home.

The Labour Party acknowledged
the receipt of the cable of protest as
follows:—

Dear Comrade,

I have the pleasure to acknowledge
receipt of your telegram of August
27th.

Please accept my assurance of t.he
deepest sympathy of the Party with
you in these days of trouble in Pales-
tine. Since the despatch of your
cable you will doubtless have red
Lord Passfield’s announcement © the
Commission of Enquiry and have

(Continued in Third Column-)



