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Kimberley's Minister. 
INTERVIEW WITH THE 

REV M. KONVISER. 

Kimbcrlev i. one of the largest 
town-. in th. l:nion :nHl ha:) a Jewi. h 
community of ~ome 200 families. 
'fhe Jewi~h settl ment i · probably 
one of the arlie. t in th country 
<llld ifa fonnclation took place oon 
aftPr the dh;covcry of the diamond 
field . For more than 30 year the 
ReY. Harri· J ;-;aac · was the ·pi ritual 
leader of the c·onununity, and on hi: 
retiremrnt . onie t ro and a half years 
·ago. the ReY. 1\I. Konvi r wa ap­
p~in ted 1111d r ana ng m 11 t mad1• 
hv 1he .T wish War 11emoriai 
.·~hemP . to . ucce("d him. 

:Mr. Ko11\'iser, who i~ probably one 
of thP younge ·t minister. in the 
country," eame to ~ ' outh Africa after 
studying in Pari::i. at the Jew's Col­
lege. and the nivef'ity Colleg , 
Lorn1on. The commlmity of Kim­
berl y i: very proud ind ed of ih 
bean1.iful ~~·nngogu , which i · 
probably, frorn an architectural point 
of vie\'' · one of the mo ·t noteworthy 
in th l-niou. Prior to coming to 
this eountry, 'Jir. Konvi er was 
a . i::;timt mini ·ler in the Great 
S ·nngogu , Londou. and there he 
t~ok a leading part in the founda­
tion f t.he Young :Jfizrach;i League. 
:\Ir. Konvi ·er i.' ~pending a "hort 
period in Cape Town7 and when ap­
proached for an interview by our 
r ·pre::;entatin~, he readily ~weed <l 
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tu the Pquest. ~Ir. Komi;-;er, when 
a. 'kPtl hi: opinion about th0 frdera­
ticn1 of ."ynago2."ue:. ~aill: ·· .J.ly ex­
perience of the henefit: secured by 
En(l'li. h Jewry -from the United 
'ynagogue. a~d al 'O from what I 

have heard of the conditions in 
ilnerica, drive me to the eonclusion 

that f deration ot 'ynagogu ~s in 
'outh Africa will , •r ·c u 10110'-felt 

need and a Yt>ry nee ,._ary one." He 
thought that it would bt> adviBable to 
have two divi:ion · in the organi a­
tio11, one to take care of the northern 
part of the rnion 311<1 the 0 her to 
look aft r the outhern pOTtion. He 
mention d tha the . tatu of the 
Mini:-try could he impro'\'ecl c:t'>nsi~er­
ably if a united hotly wer lil exL ·t-

'rhcr, we r, nurn ! problem, 
en e. . d t 
which indivi<l.nal Uiuisters.foun oo 
difficult to .:ohe, and wl11~h would 
be ·ome amenable to ,'olu:10n by a 
Rabbinical Com cil, wlu ·~L coulrl 
work in harmony with the .fed rated 
bod\·. H "trcs:e l in parhc~lar the 
. · ·tnl e of d alina with th~ 
impor ~ . a· . . t 

. , f]lLC" 1·011 of m i ·crmuna e . enou ·•' . 
comer..,ion~. He ~1omt d. out that 
manv :Jiinister" of ..:tandmg were 
ugai;1st he free accepta?-ce of c?n­
wrb, bnt their effect m appl?ng 

"ble "'· tandard were nullified reason<. .~ 

b the willinple of some. gentle-
n;en who, regardle·, of the mtere~ts 
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of the comuumity ai. lurge, were pre­
pared for '-Ome rea..,on or other. to 
gran applications for admi sio~ to 
ihe Faith. 

Wh n a~ked hi · view about tht:> 
F~derntion of harity moYement, he 
·aid, "For u mall town like Kim­
ber.ley thi,,, que tion 'rns not a 
· enou one, particularly a all the 
haritable in"titutions worked under 

the aegis of the ._ ynagogue, and 
would get little advantage by a 
· cheme of Federation.'' With re­
gard to Hebrew education, Mr. Kon­
vi er aid he wa: a very keen sup­
pmter of the Board of Education, 
and he hoped for good re ults from 
the very good work done by l\fr. 
J-1eirowskv on behalf of the Board. 
'"Kimberlev i~ about to establish a 
Hebrew Ki~dergarten, ·• he added. 

Mr. Konviser al o urged the im­
portance of e~ tablishing in certain 
of the larger cen he , a Jewish 
Boarding chool in order to meet 
the requirement of Jewish children 
in country districts, who are to-day 
compelled to attend chooL where 
the environment L not all that it 
might be. 

With regard to Zioni. t work, Mr. 
Konvi er aid that Kimberley had 
done fairl ' ell but that ~much 
b tter re'~lt.. eould be obtained if 
more propaganda w01·k were done. 
~e tressed the importance 0£ lead­
~na worker in the larger town pay­
mo- visit.· to town..; le~s fortunatelv 
pla -ed. • 

in dealing with the position a 
Kimh rley Tenerally, Mr. Konviser 
mentioned that in the civic life of 
the Town and 8urrounding district 
. Jew,:; had taken a ver: active part 
for man · YNlr:'. Kimberle'l and thr 
'unoundi~o- town· haYe h~d everal 

0 

Jewi ... h ~Javor:- and Deputy Mayon, 
aml the town it ·elf ha" been ex­
tremely generou ly treat d, not onl: 
by the J ewd1 inhabitant but by 
others who livecl there in former 
year.:-.. and in particular by the late 
Mr. B. Kle --er, who left a very large 
' Um to charity. In thi connection, 
he mentioned that the Annual 
:riemorial , ervice in memory of Mr. 
Kles:;.; r take_ pluce in the Synagoau 
under th au~pice:; of the City 
'ouncil. 

Good Hope 
Seminary. 

' 'l11! Re ·. ~.\. I). Bender gave an 
in, piring addre ·, to the ~cholar;;: of 
th Good Hop 'emiuary on Wed­
ue:day morning at the annual prize­
o·i rinO'. Re addre .. ed the young 
1rirb a. the coming women 0£ ~outh 

Africa, and encouraged them with 
thou O'hts and ideal~ for a full life 
oi rvice. Ir. Dose, chairman of 
the.· ·hool committe , al ·o ·poke. anrl 
.\Ir. Honikmau thankeu Mr. Bender 
for his out ·tandino· address. 1li:;s 
.:\Iill r, principal of th High "chooL 
· nd )fo.;;-; Courteua~y' principal of the 
.Junior • chool. read th ir rnport ·. 
both of which ·hawed progre ~ 
throughout the ,·chool year. 
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Wedding Bells. 
LIBERUA_ ~-COHEN. 

The Great ~J nagogue, Gardens, 
W<l ' the c ne of a very picture~que 
wedding on 'l'ue~day afternoon, when 
Gwlady~. daughtet· of ~1:r. and Mr" 
Abraham Liberman, wa..: maniecl to 
Dr. :Jiax Cohen. It was a very 
brilliant affair, th• 'ynagogue being 
daintily decornted for the occasion., 
and wa: cro\\ ded \\·ith relative.:; and 
well-wishers. 11he 1eremony wa~ 

performed by the He\·. A. P. Ben er, 
a 'visted by the Rey ·. L. Kir chner 
<llld "' . Kibel. 

The bride-"~ u·u,rn ''a:-. of whit 
::-atin trimmed 1dth fine panish 
lace in Yery pretty lover's knot 
effecfo. The traiu was about three 
yards long and hung from th hip. 
Rpani8h lace al:'o fini 1 hecl the 'kirt. 
Her head-dre · was a dainty 
affair 0£ very fine :::.ilk net and orange 
blossoms. rrhe bridegroom's gift to 
the bi·ide \l ' U:-; a diamond wri tlet 
watch. Mr . . A. Liberman wore. an 
elegant frock oi ·ilver grey satin 
embroidered in Hichelieu and cut 
\\ith a cape elfe ·t. With it wa:: 
wom a pale pink lip. A silver grey 
hat trimmed in pa tel . hades of 
man ve and pink finic hed the en­
semble. The bridegroom' mother, 
::\[T:<. B. Cohen. wa handsomely 
gowned in a Li<lo blue georgette 
frock finelv tucked and embroidered 
peacock hiue and colours. With it 
..,he wore a blue hat-the whole being 
completecl with an antique ilver 
pendant 'tudded with ro e-coloured 
i>tone . 

'Ihe bride wa attended by a hevy 
of pretty bridesmaid -the Misses 
.Evelyn Cla1·ke, Cora Leven.tein, 
Grac.e l\fand lstam, Phylli Kramer, 
Hannah Bloom and rrhelma Tyfield. 
Their pretty white frocks were cut 
on Grec-ian lines and were trimmed 
with diamante. Their head-dresses 
were of tulle in variou, pa 'tel shades 
to uit their wearers. Each had 
.:ho~.: and. I om1twts tu match her 
h <lJ.l-drt"ss. All the brid smai<ls ha<l 
received from the bridegroom choice 
antique necklace~. 

Little ~ twila .J oyee Cohen, 0£ Port 
Elizabeth. thP nirce of the uri<le­
groom, \ra . the only flower-girl and 
.1Ia .._·ter Derrick ~ pitz. of J oha.nnf' -
hmg. the little page. 

)frs. ~pitz, the bride's ister, wure 
a 10\·ely blaek and \\ hite net crown 
outlinr.d \\ith lHHrow black braid and 
e111broidt>r0d iu white. 

:.\Ir:-. Dr. K Liberman looked 
charming in a mnze georgette go\vn. 

:Jir~. Cohen. -.i-.ter-in-law of the 
bridegroom. wa~ hand"omely uowne1l 
in blcwk figured -.ilk trinu;1 <l \\ ith 
net. 

The sub~equent reception w s held 
in the Grand Hall at the City Hall 
and her a perf ct :-;d1emP of decora­
tiou~ had been arranged under the 
·upervii;;io1: of :Mr. l\Iumo Biggs. 
Th beautiful decoration con 'i ted 
of delphinium ... glncliola, carnation 
and ro.·e;'. 0Ycr th centre of the 
table of honom wa, su pended a 
lar~e wedding hell compo ed of 
wlnte flowers. rrh •re were the U, ual 
to~st..;_. th principal that of the 
bride anJ bridegroom being offered 
by the R v. A. P. Bender. Thi 
wa~ r plied to by the bridegr 

f h
. 

1 
oom, 

a t r w ic l lr. E. lluidd, i!I.L.A.) 
proposed the toa. t of the parent of 
the newly wedd <l. pair. Other 
·peaker ' were: A<lv. A. Jacob, on. 
Dr. Cohen (brother of the bride­
groom) and Mr. A. Liberman 
(father of the bride). 

December 13th. 1929· 

D . . 1 "'1" . . ~fobd unng an rn terva . .\ i~:-. ~ 
1 

. 
Lewin benntifnlly rendPred two - 1 v) 
to the accompaniment of :J[rs. (~f. r 
E. Liberman. ~ubseqnently the 

00c 
1 nn1-t 

wa .. · clear d for dancing. t le. or· 
being prO\·ided by .J(olkr-:. 
chesha. 

1 
r 

Dr. mHl ::Ur:-. Cohen, a ft .,r t 11 ~ 
honeymoon. whid1 will br "pent 

1 

· · ou~t. 
Europe after n triv rounrl the c "ti 

k . l •(' I will tn up their res11 Jll,; • 

Koflipfonteiu, O.E. '. 
. rrhe 

Among those prest>nt \\'t'I'" · ·uor 
:J.Iayor anc.1 ~Ia.rnrC':--~ ( Cot~llt'car· 
and ~fr'. A. ,J. . . Lewi.::_). · '1r. Eli 
mtlwr and Lndr Beattie. M:1: ki 
B . k. 'I L A • d I . , B n1r- . uir i, 11 • ..~ •• au ~ 1::;. 

0
r 

Sir John ;rnd Lady Kotz . Profe~;f. 
and Mr . Lewi • :Jir. and .·Mr5• lr 
Ro;;en.. l\fo:. ·w oolf Harn::, uitrr· 
Henry Hani~ . :llr. C. \\. Ct~oull' 
:JI.L.A .. Advocate .Taeob .. on_. C utl' 
dllor ail(l :Mrs. L. Gmdn 1:- ~Ir~· 
cillol' and Mr ·. '. Bern ·teinl :ber· 
B. Hern tein. Dr. nml ~Ir:<. E. 

1
',
1 

r''· 
0 ti) t' man, ::\Ir. arn.l lf e:-'. l:-'<111v l \tr. 

Dr. and ::\Ir.:;. Do""ie nunJl· 1;e, • 
Finch, l\Ir. and :Jir~. I1 · Bt, ~. 
ReY. and Mrs. L. Kird11ll'l', 1E?~'11k. 
KibeL )Irn. R. Lewfa. )fr:'. J. 1 .111d 

'\fr · :\Ir. and :Jlrf:. R. Oblowiti. · ·\llu11 

:\Irs. ~I. Eileuberg, )fr~. ~ illor 
~} k 'J '-' ·1 t CollJlC :::> iec -, .;,i rs. 01 ver::: one. -c \. 

. d rr~. v· E. H. von 1\1tt, ::\Ir. nu ~ , J1• ... h. 
l\.<l 

G. Neumann, :Jlr. and . .Hi::.:' I ,,cw 
1Ir~. S. Franks, )fr. arnl .\fr.::. I J

1

1
l1er. 

. 1 ·11 
kind, Ur. and .\lr:-1. A. Fr1e\rr. l-
1Ir. and :Urs. I. D. Frrd~.'. - vh r1, 
Levy, Dr. ancl Mr~. Hunt=> J ur·· 
}Ir.' and :Jir . L. 'pitz, :Jfr. an ciar~' 
I. Barnett. )fr. and )fr .... l\Ld ~[r-· 
}Ir~. J. Hoch child, )fr. tll~[r:. H· 
H. K. Rieradzki. Dr. an<\r~·eein1111. 
W ol:ff, Mr. and Mrs. L. 

1 
,tr-· 

~f n•. :u. Gre nwalL ~Ir. ~11~r; J3. 
L opold Kramer, Mr. and 
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Buirsh, .Mr. and .Mr.'.'. ~f. . ' fuW 
.Mr..:. H. Berti -h, ~Ir. and )ir:-.·

11 
pr . 

. nill • 
<l.elstarn, ::Urs. :M. D. Innner 

:'1ennett. 

Prize Distributiolll 
at the Girls'Centt3 

School. 
, l;irl--

'l'l · · · it the 91 lC pnze-gL nng < • . for!ll 
el'\ Ul ']I' entral ~chool wn" a \' ·. 'L 1 

and pleasant little fllnct.10
Jl

1
·
1
,1 1111J 

ffll' ' 
Rev. A. P. Bender. the , ·utcd the 
patron of the 8chool. pre::.~ .:ent 0

11 

. ·e pie~ . i· pnze1' and there ,ver C. --cri11 

the platform Profe"sOI" .A.. J:{o~be11 • 
0 ·0our I)rof e ' OT Lancelot d ~Ir=· 
AdY .. "'Iorri:::; ~ Alexander ttn 

rt. EilenbeTg. l r 1 P0 

1 ~nnun i·w fo Jeli \'ering ier « he pr 
.Jli:::' Roza 'an Geldere1~· ... 1~rc 21t th~ 
l'ipaL Pxpres~ed great pl.ed-~n·o' 111t 11 • 

l U1lr: 1! 
u'E'lH'l'Hl all-TOlllH . the \I ( 
.:- . . cle i11 J r which had been ma \ 0 l 

l ' hool. ,. . ntl 
throughout tie c l 1111ctell ·'. .r 

. · nt...: t e111 111 .. eent. nummum ' ~ \ ldrt:=--
b . ct· .t- t 'ttf1 

obtained iu all sn Je . ::-. ~li~S '., 
ip1l" ,. cl1 .. • the departing pt ~ · rci:::C , 

Uelderen urrrecl them to e. f frien11 
0 

· hoice 0 be.:t 
cretion in their c t their . 

· d d t1 em tlrn h 1• 
and rennn e . 1

, , , their 111° iii! 
Irie11<l at all tune:- \HI~ · n <t 11 

1 der 111 ' r ( 
The He,·. A. _P. Be1~.,.. verY pk \e 

little ;.;peech ~aid he" ·1 ~ r 1111 t 
. l Ith t) ·rf 

to note the good iea of the '~ .h 
il , 'rhis was one 111l 

_pup :--. . r wh 'l'' .. l> 110 
few ~choohs he kne\ . id t 0 l 

· " re 11a }l11t 
care ancl attention 'l }ll! • .. 
health of the ::;choh1rs. l to th ll. 

b , , • trrateCu t tht~ 
rea on to e 'ei ! c tetl t h:l tl c 

. He trus i·fe 1 
headnu 'tress. , . throngll i 

TI ould al ways reta111 
" · ·11 N 
heart of a little du c. cd n \:o 

d Propo::-
AclY. Alexan er . r cheer"· 

of thanks and culled f o 


