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''Onward Christian "-· 
Yigdal. 

(
1antor ---- of 'lc•mplr --- -­

.. at th ( 1hmch of 8t. Lukr and Epiphany, 
dw~:rd iii th(' tradjtioual rrgalfa of a Pro­
te.'tH n Epi:=:c:op;1l Churchman, 1 d the pro-
e~"'ion at th<> hrad of th Church 1hoir. 
'ollowing Ow ien ral 1onfes:-;ion, Cantor 
--- rPndPrPd the f4hma Yishro 1. In 

pluee of i }w Magnificat_, Cantor ----­
;ang _ ~Pilah and Kaddish, follo\\ ed by 
'halom ,.\ leichem ancl concluded V.'ith 

KP<lusuh. ~<'ilah and Kad(lish made the 
~rratr i imprC'ssion upon the audience which 
w11 <'ntirPly c·omposed of Christian.· .''- From 
tlw ... 1 P\rish Dail. · Bulletin," :\1ar<'h 4, 1930. 

With ref Prem: , to the aiJovr, ~Ir. ~oloman 
B. l:'"rrPhof state.· as follows in ' · Thi'! 
A11wric:an } Hrarlit '' oI In rc.;h H, 19:30 :-

Of (·ours<' it mad an " im}H'Ps.·io11 upon 
the auclienc·<' rutir ly rnmposed of ' Chris­
tinn .' Wh.'· .·honlcl ii not~ rt ,rn,. novrl 
nd s1iutl111g enou~h ! H a high Church 

Episc-opnlian dad in a 'J'alit< would Ll s: n 
IP1ri:-;h ('ongr<>w1 ion at a f \nagogut> s l'\'ie 
in tlw narn' of thr Fatlwr, Hon, and th Holy 
Uhost, it 1rnnld crrat<• n • till grPatrr im 
pre~:--iu11. Onl.\·, of ·our:-:e ihe au<liPlH'<' woulcl 
not n lllHi11 "Pniin•l.'· ('0111posc->d.'' 

Thi. \\'Pird Jl<'rJ'orniaJH•(J \\'(}:-, dP:-:c.;rilwcl as 
1"111n•t•l app1·ocH·h to l'lllln:h unity through 
tlw 11w<liu111 of HHl'l'Pcl rn11:-;ic·." But Kad­
di. h, Kedu:lia, nnd 0ilah an' noi juKi nn1~i<'. 
l'lwy <11'<' l rathtional .Jt>wiHh pray<'rK 'rhich 

l'X\Jl'l'S.' tlw ·pirit or .Judaism. To insPTt 
he~<' prnyPr into a Christian :<'rvicl-' H8HUm ..; 
ilat ilwy propPrlY fit into su<'h a sPnil·e ~ 

mlid1 i:--. Ol COllrt'e, absurd. JPWi81: prayer: 
<'mhody ,J 11<laism and the Anglican prayer-; 
<.'XprP;-;!' hi;-;torie (1hris1ianii,\· ! rl'lll' two T li­
<YLOn: ar<' not i.<1 ntical. A pot-pourri of 
magniJieatK and Kedn:-:hal', <'ollrct:=: and En 
KP1ohan11:-:. Euchnri-;t and 1-ihma Y isrocl i:-: 
<Ill affrnnt io hro historic faiih:-:. 

Thi:-- llllll'h. cit ]Past. can be ::-;aicl for Uw 
Homan ( 'i:itholie Churf'h. It i:-- not 1ihera1. 
hut it ha:-: :-:plf-respec.;i. Jo prirst would eyer 
)>('1'11lit hi:-: ~ervice to h c.;onYert0cl into :-:acred 
1alldPvillc>. Prrt·i:elr l>ecamic .J udai:·m1 a111l 
('hrdianity a re· not. alikr, and thPrefore do 
not du pl icntP <'<lch other's rnr ·sngP, each has 
. 011wthing- 1rniqnr to 011trih11tc> io the worlcl 
of thought. Decrnt peopl< rPl'lpect each 
oth<'r · ~ per;~omility: let them lrnrn to rci'peet 
the r1111iqnc> si ~ niffranc of C'<lch other'~ faith. 

lr C11l'i:-:t ians \nrnt io learn something of 
.f udnil"m, t1w.\· <\l'(' welcome to attrnd a Jewish 
Pni<'<'. Kor would it hurt Jews to attend 

an orl'n:-:ional Epi:=:copaban ,'enic . But let 
u-. not have an.\' more of these Kaddi ·h-1fas13 
<lml '·Onward Chri ·tian ' - Yigdc:il comhina-
ion.... They arr mutua Uy dPgl'clding. 

THE S.A. JEWISH CHRONICLE. 

Conscious Liberty. 
By l)INH S • 1 HUR. 

Why l'hould not the individual have con­
,. ·iou::; liherty ?-'l'hi~ i~ n <JU stion that ha 
rec:ently heen a. ked by l )rofe ·or du Ple , is. 
- Docs hiH mind belong to the Dutch Re­
f orm0d Church Ny nod, ;r (for:-; it h long to 
Uod :' 

U i.· interel"ting at thi juncture to con­
:ider the attitud the J cwish Faith would 
adopt regarding " Liberty of rrhought." 

Lrt ui; . tart from Biblical Hi tory. When 
Eldud and 1\fedad prophesied in the camp 
and Mo:es was a ked to re train them, he 
replied: '' \r ould all the people of the Lord 
were prophet8:'' T -. not thi the very e sen ·e 
of freedom of thought? One might go fur­
ther and f'ay that the very existence of 
prophecy ·hawed how deeply root d was th 
p1'inciple of free tipeech and free thought 
among Je\\ :. Had there not h n freedom 
of ~ peec:h and .freedom of thought, w would 
not have be n able to conceive the xist nee 
o{ thr prophet:-; ati depict ,a in the pag s of 
th Bible. 0 n' mu:-;t nut forget that be 'iUei' 
true prophet: we alHo had fah;e one , and 
:urely the tol )raiion of the latter furni hes 
r110ugh proof of the wid outlook on know­
l<'dgP i}p .J < \ri:sh prop le po-. · ·sed in Biblical 
tune:. 

Ont' of th l many rcasonl:i why our rae 
. till <'. i:t: i: ht>cau '<' it has ah\ ays ncour­
ag11d thought. 'l1he Hahbii-; of old teach u 
i hat " 11Pa r, 0 l:nwl, 1 lw l~or<l our 1 od, the 
Lord i: One'' should uot lw tran lated a · 
' Hear" but "lln<lNHtarn1." llow does the 
proph t predi ·t tltP l\Ir:-:i::;iauic ge? "The 
Barth ·hall be full of thC' knuwl dge of the 
Lord, a: the -waters cov r the 8 a. · 

.Judaism never c>nl'ourag : blind faith. Our 
faith iR La ed upon rea on and understand­
ing. Do we ev r find in the Bihle " Thou 
Rhalt believC' ? ·' Never. 

The layman in .J utlai. ·rn would be surpri ed 
at th many controversies of opinion in the 
Talmud. Why? r_rhe book i. full o.f argu­
mrntl::i, one Habbi again ·t another, and both 
c011:-:idered ho"·eyer, e<1ually a. gTeat. 
l .,. nanimity in thought wa ' never demanded. 
\Yc> of ten rrad in thr pag · of th Talmud 
that a member of the Beth Din who was in 
the minority wai; not prev nted from propa­
gating hiK views at:l long a: he did not tir 
up i he people again 1t the decision of the 
majority. The action of which tand to 
reason, that there must be some authorit. ' 
in ever,v Rocial millenium and th view" of 
i he majority t<tancl a ' a standard of everyday 
life. NeYertheles. the Rabbis always eL...:our­
aged th minOTiiy to expound their views 
as much in detail as po.,sible; a a matter 
of fa ·t, the rule at the 8anh edrin wa that 
the youngest ;.;pok first so that the audience 
"hould li 'ten carefully to their argument ' 
ancl thni-< not be inilu n ed by the more ex­
perienced Habbis, who , poke after. 

25.5 

Po. sibly, it i · th freedom of ·1 ch and 
i he wide inter . t p op le took on individual 
thought that caw.;ed and ranl'es :o many 
partie · among .J C'WH. rJ.10 nanw a fow ;-
Pharisees 1. 

1nduce('," EssenPs, Ji a raif P,s, 
Chas id£rn~ Jf ithnag,qed im, Ref arm. T.Jibernl. 

Ther i,· a ver.\' int resting didum n•fpr­
ring to " Liberty of rl'hought." Habbi .To."' 
(third entury) wm.; of opinion that God 
ne,·er came down io earth, and Mos(':-. ancl 
Elijah ll"Ver w nt up to heaven. rrhi ' 
Hounds ~vtounding ! and vet who dan~ :-.a\ 
that Rabbi .To. r \\·a: not tr~Le to hi: rcligio11°r 

The ca ·e of Bpinoza is e.·c:eptional. ... nd 
still there i: room in Judaism for n , ipinoza. 
\Vh<'n w coni,;ider the political as well al'I 
social difficultieH in which th J cw~ of hi: 
age and country found themse!Yes, we can 
underntand the mind of those who put 
Spinoza in ban-Heirem. Nevertheles · th 
action of the Am terdam Rabbis wa thor­
oughl,v again:-;t the .Jewish . pirit. 

If it would uot have heeu for the liberty 
of thought and that of :pe ch, a ewi ·h lit ra­
ture might never have had the preci u 
writing,' of d aimonides, Rambam ~· as Wll 

learn in history, the oppo 'ition to hi: wol'k 
was the outcome of bitte1· :truggleB. Again, 
thankt'.! to lihrrt · of i hought we po ·:e.· · in 
our lit rainre ih writingH of Abraham ilrn 
Ezra who bol<lly <l<> ·lar : that the pa :-;agl' ' 
in the Pcntat tt<'h rel' ITing to tlw 'I'efilin 
:honld b tak n noi literally hut t'iymbolil'­
ally. 

Huch librrty of thought ha:; not shatter d 
our Faith; on the contrary, it placPd it 
at tlw head o/' a II rrligions because of it.-; 
rea 'on and understanding. .J udai ·m ]::; 
t1trong enough and broad enough to toll'rate 
all re 'Ult, of Cree inquiry, if only th pirit 
in which they nr • carri ,tl out i hon . t just 
and good. 

renowned .TPwi:h propagandist, l'peaking 
about .J ewi~h folklore lately, reminded u, 
of a suitahle dictum :- Hallalu oserirn vehal­
lalu. mattirim eln veetu diierci Elokim haim. 
"'J1hese forbid and the ·e allow, vet both are 
the wor hi of the f..1ivi11g God." . · 
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