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I posing Ce e ony Marking Important Even for Natal ewry. 

(By !ht. 81ncirll Rr1wri1 r of ilte Ziu11i:-:l Re cord.) 

DURBAN JE\VH,Y as~embled in it· hundreds on Monday 
night to \\.·itness the opening of the Durban Jewish Insti

tute, the communal building which has been erected by the! 
local Jewish Circle and which is undoubtedly one of the finest 
edifices of its kind in South Africa. 

By eight o'clock the foyer was packf•d to it~ utmost capacity 
and the excitement was intense. The presentation of the key of 
the building by Mr. L. T. Obel one of the architects, to Mr. 
F. C. Hollander, J.P .. M.E.C., v•as an impressive little ceremony, 
and in opening and declaring op n the hall Mr Hollander pointed 
to the unanimity of thought and feeling which he was sure 
obsessed those present. He was sure they felt that th.ls ne'' 
page in the hi tory of Durban would be replete \\ith the good 
wishes of all those present and those interested members of the 
community who were compelled to be absent. This opening con
stituted a record with which all associated could look back 
upon with pride and gratification. In opening the institution, he 
did so with the wish that its progress throughout its existence 
might be beset with mazel and brocha. 

As the gathering entered the main hall Mrs. H. Lionel 
Magid (Rose Alper, A.R.A.M.) sang Boruch Habbo. She was 
accompanied by the Circle Orchestra, conducted by Mr. David 
Cohen, F.T.C.L., M.R.S.T., who, after some sort of law and 
order had been restored, played the Hatikvah and God Save 
the King. So large was the number present that every avail
able seat in the hall was occupied and not a few had to content 
themselves by standing in the foyer. 

The official proceedings of the evening were opened by 
Rabbi E. M. Levy, M.A., LL.B., who offered up a most impres
sive and inspiring prayer, delivered in both Hebrew and English. 
The Chairman, Mr. Cecil Lyons, then called on Mr. Hollander, 
First Hon. Vice-President of the institution, to deliver his open
ing address. He introduced Mr. Hollander as one whose public 
. ervices for the last twenty-five years were deserving of the 
highest praise. He also welcomecl in the g-athering· the Mayo1·ess, 
Mrs. Lamont, and the Deputy-Mayor, Mr. Murray, and his wife. 

Mr. Hollander's Address. 
Mr. Hollander said that henceforth May 4th in any dic

tionary of dates would be regarded as a day on ' ich one of 
ihe most important and m~morable functions had taken place 
iJ1 Durban. 

He expressed lus thanks for the handsome presentation 
which had been made to him as a memento of the opening 
of the door of lhr builrling and in doing ~O fell he had to make 

reference to those respon::;ible for the organibation, liuilding 
and completion of thi edifice. 

" The stories of old tell us," said Mr. Hollander "that 
when the Temple was built by Solomon, those who fi~st saw 
it were struck with amazement and wonder at 1ts beauty. 
I would not be so presumptuous as to draw an analogy between 
the Temple of Solomon and the building which has been opened 
to-night. But I am sure that all those present must be struck 
with the beauty of the institution and the manner in which it 
has been laid out. I congratulate the architects, contractor. , 
committees and various sections of comrr ittee respon ible, 
on the succe. s of this great achievement." 

Mr. Hollander expressed the regret of all at the unavoidable 
absence of Mr. Hirsch Hillman, who had been the first to 
conceive the idea of such a building, and whose heart and oul 
had been in this great venture. He also paid a tribute to Mr. 
Cecil Lyons, to whose activities the success of the building wa 
in no small measure due. 

He regarded the ho11our \vhich had been paid him that 
ni~·ht in being asked to open the institution, as a 
tribute to the many years of public service he had 
given in Durban and Natal generally and also as a 
tribute to his many Jewish activities during the period of those 
servjces. 

Mr. Hollander went on to speak on the subject of J ws 
and citizenship. Good Jews who were true to their traditions 
had in effect to be good citizens. " We are proud and boast 
of the fact that we h.ave given civilisation to the world whilst 
the traditions of ancient times of the Ki11gdom of Palestine 
went to prove that some of the highest ideals in public and 
civil life to-dav took i·oot in ancient Jewish law." 

One has, perforce, to refer in this connection to that bug
bf'ar which haf: caused so much agony to Jews-anti-Semitism. 
This was a fitting opportunity to say a few words on the 
problem, and Mr. Hollander proceeded to give what he con
;;,idered one or two of the root causes of it. 

We were proud, he said, of the fact that we had many 
,J ws in our mirlst who had achieved distinction in every arena 
of life. Ho v many of these men, we had to ask ourselv0 s, 
had been detinitely associated with their own community and 
had not given of their genius only to those among whom they 
lived? Some of these had taken care to dissociate themselves 
from their own peopl -had become .Jews in narne only, whilst 
a number of outstanding gentlemen who had gi ve11 of thei1· 
ability and genius to their brethren had not b en allow d to 
trav<'l further. 
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"After t\venty-five years of public work," said Mr. Hol

lander, " I can say that I have never found any handicap in my 
own brethren in South Africa. When it had become necessary 
for me to speak on their beha~f, I have done so, and found 
that an association with them had earnc:.d for me the esteem, 
respect and tolerance of all with whom I came into contact." 

When one of our people had distinguished himself in some 
arena of life, such distinction must ultimately be reflected on 
the people roundabout. It was, therefore, consistent with the 
ideals and objects of the Durban Jewish Institute that its 
members should proceed to widen their efforts and that thereby 
the people among whom they lived should derive benefit. 

Mr. Hollander concluded by wishing the Durban Jewish 
Institute all success and prnsperity. He trusted it would extend 
its activities even beyond those expressed in its constitution, 
and that as a result its members would make a contributior1 
to the town ~hat would become interwoven with its history 
and from which the people of the province might gain in 
strength. 

The Deputy-Mayor. 

Mr. Murray, the Deputy-Mayor, the 
next speaker, expressed his regret that 
His Worship the Mayor was unable to 
be present, but was glad to see that 
the Mayoress had attended. 

He was delighted, he said, to Le one 
of those associated with the granting of 
the land for this buildh1g for Greai;er 
Durban. To the Jewish community Dur
ban owed a great debt of thanks and 
appreciation, because they hati built the 
finest edifice in what was going to be 
the finest foreshore in the Union. He 
hoped that the Club would not be a club 
in the usual sense of a club, but a home 
to Durban Jewry and South African 
Jewry as a whole. 

He hoped that the institution would 
be inspired with the ideals that createa 
public spirited men. 

Mr. Cecil Lyons. 

Mr. Lyons, the President, then read 
. : ·:· 

L. T. Obel,~.I.A.A., M.I.A., and H. H. Grant, A.I.A.A., M.I.A. 
In making the presentations, Mr. Lyons expressed what very 
great pleasure all had experienced in collaborating with these 
gentlemen. Mr. Obel, on behalf of his colleague and himself, 
suitably replied. 

The next item on the programme was a song by Ma·s. H. 
Lionel Magid, who was accompanied by Mrs. Alex. Friedman, 
U.L.M., and who was enthusiastically encored. She was fol
lowed by Mr. Max Wolpert, the Chairman, who welcomed all 
to the Institute. Many years of time and labour, he 
said, had been spent in bringing to fruition this beautiful 
structure. The Club had now a roof for its communal activi
ties and pursuits, but it was for the members to maintain the 
life within its walls and to support the undertakings which 
would be promoted for their comfort and pleasure. 

The Communal Council. 

Mr. H. Moss-Morris, Vice-Chairman of the Durban Jewish 
Communal Council, conveyed the greetings of the Council, after 
which the first half of the programme was brought to 

a close with a pianoforte solo by Mr. 
David Cohen. Mr. Cohen was ve1·y 
warmly received and kindly gave an 
f'ncore. 

The rest of the evening, till 2 a.m., 
was devoted to dancing, music being sup
plied by Henry Mazery's Orchestra. 

During the course of the evenin~ a 
solo dance was given by Miss Ida Pat
lansky. 

An Impression of the Building. 

During the interval which took place 
between the last item of the programme 
and the commencement of dancing, the 
guer;ts were provided with an oppor· 
tunity to inspect the spacious building 
with its numerous subsidiary rooms. The 
building from the exterior presents an 
imposing appearance, modelled as it is 
in the Renaissance style, and is un
doubtedly a valuable addition to the 
general lay-out of Durban's foreshore. 

out the congratulatory telegrams and 
cables which hac.i been received. These 
were from Mr. Hirsch Hillman, Dr. 
Bernard Mosha! and Miss Anne Moshal, 
London, Mr. C. P. Robinson, M.P., Mr. 
N. Kirschner, Presjdent of the United 
Hebrew Institutions, Benoni, Mr. Her
man Woolf, the Johannesburg Jewish 
Guild, Rev. M. I. Cohen, Bulawayo, Rev. 
A. Levy, Port Elizabeth, Mr. Henry 

Mr. F. C. HOLLANDER, M.E.C., 

The first impression from the out
side is only enhanced by the novel ar
rangement of the main hall, the distin
guishing feature of which is a new 
lighting system. The direct and dazzling 
glare of chandeliers is absent, and in
stead the hall is lit with a soft light 
thrown from a number of glass cornices 
ranged round the walls. A stage fitted 
with the most modern amenities occu
pies the back of the hall. 

The prominent public and com
munal worker, who officially 

opened the Jewish Institute. 

Isaacs, Mr. Bernard Kahn, Rev. A. P. 
Bender, Cape Town, the S. A. Zionjst Federation, 
Bernard Jackson. 

and Mr. 

"This very beautiful building," said Mr. Lyons, "could 
not have been completed if not for the work of the various 
committees." Mr. Lyons singled out particularly the names of 
Mr. Braham, Mr. Smith, M1·. Green, Mr. Blum and his wife, 
who had all rendered yeoman service in the building of the 
institution. 

Speaking of the future, Mr. Lyons said that in the process 
of time there had to be created a tradition for every loca.lity. 
In South Africa, although we had a very fine reputation for 
our work in the upbuilding of Palestine and for the relief 
of our brethren less fortunate than ourselves in other countries, 
we had not yet built up a tradition. He hoped that the Durban 
.Jewhih Institute would be a means of evolving a tradition second 
to none in the annals of our people. He hoped that manv of 
those present wonld see that tradition bci11g- created and that 
our children would, when they gTeW up, be able to look towards 
a tradition common to Durban Jewry. 

As tokens of appreciation of the excellent work done by 
them, presentations were then made to the architects, Messrs. 

The main hall is intended for use 
only on special occasions, and for m,inor 
purposes there exists a subsidiary hall 

leading off from the foyer in.geniously provided with sliding 
doors, so that, while it will be used most frequently as a tearoom, 
it may, when occasion demands, be separated into two distinct 
rooms for the purpose of meetings and minor functions. 

The other side of the foyer leads into a library fitted in the 
most modern style with writing desks, reading tables and club 
chairs. 

The roof garden, complete with palms, provides a 
wonderful panoramic view of the whole town. It is set 
out in the whole extent of the building, and should offer an 
ideal site for afternoon tea parties and other like open-air 
functions, which should prove a delight during Durban's summer. 

The athletic activities of the Club (the development of sport 
is numbered amongst the objects of the new body) will find 
ample room for growth in the luxurious grounds, where provi
sion has been made for six tennis courts and a bowling green. 

The secretary's office, the delightfully compart flat. of the 
caretaker, the ma~nificent furnishings and the delightful de· 
corations, all combine to complete the building, which will always 
remain a momentous monument to the first home of Durban 
JE:wry. 
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