
Ponewes Beth Hamedrash. 

New Siynaigogue's Foundation Stone Laid. 

The foundation stone of the new synagogue being ereclncl 
for the Ponewes Beth Hamednt.-;h at the corner of Siemert Road 
and Hilner Street, Doornfontein, was la~ d on Sunday afternoon 
by Mr. D. I. Fram. 

Mr. S. Ovsiowitz, chai1·man of the society, welcomed the 
guests on behalf of the committee, and handed the silver trowel, 
suitably inscribed, to Dr. J. L. Landau (Chief Rabbi), wh•) 
presented it to Mr. D. I. Fram. The latter then declared the 
foundation stone well and truly laid. 

In making the presentation, Dr. Landau referred to Mr. 

Mr. D. I. Fram 
" Sta1· " Photo. 

brother who had 
society. 

Fram as one who for years had been known 
to take an active interest in Jewish com
munal matters, and who was always ready 
to give his assistance. Mr. Fram was one 
of the foundation members of this congre
gation, and the honour conferred on him 
was a token of appreciation of the work 
he had done. 

Mr. D. I. Fram, in returning thanks, 
said that forty years ago, when they .had 
founded that society, they had little money, 
but many hopes. They had worked to
gether all these years until now they Jrnd 
realised many of tho. e hopes. In that 
building they would cany out the three 
works on which, according to their sages, 
the world was established-the study of 
their Holy Law, divine worship and bene
volence to their fellow-men. To help a 

fallen on bad times was a principle of their 

Chief Cantor S. Steinberg, a s. i ·ted by his choir of ihe 
Lerea Synagogue, officiated at the service, after which an 
adjournment was made to th~ tables laid out on the grounJ~, 
at which refreshments were served. 

1 he Reception. 

Her . a number of s])eeches were given. 
In the cour~e of hi F: arld res:~ , I>r. Landau said when the 

founders of thi s 8ociety came here forty years ago, they founrl 
vractically a wilderness. Th y were poor and had to woek hard 
fm· th<'mselves and to a ssist their wive . ., arnl children overs,•as. 
let the first thing they thought of was to e!Sta!Jli ·h the society 
aud their synagog·ue. They had now succcederl in erecting their 
own building for the pursuance of the study of their Law and 
for the glory of God. Judaism and Jewry hail grown in South 
Africa. He regretted, however, to see that the younger genera
tion was growing· up without the knowledge of their religion, 
and he blamed th<> di ·union among th~ir elders for that. 

Rabbi S. Rosenzweig rPferred to the previous home of this 
congregation in Ferreiras, where the member, after a clay'.; 
toil came io the synagogue as to their home, where they had 
b1ought with them the ideals of their l'eligi0n from ovel'seas. 
In the town they came from many Jewish sages were born 
in the Jast hundred years. They were building synagogues, 
but what about the religious future , f ihefr children. That 
was their great problem, with regard to which they mu~t be 
W'ry careful. He referred to the new movement that had heen 
t- iarted here for Reform .Judaism as a great danger for lheir 
youth, and urged that they must protest against it, as they 
did not want " liberal " Judaism here. 

Other speaken: included Dr. Getfen, Messrs. M. Ma1·k.s, S. 
Rogoff, A. Walker, A. Narunsky and Rev. Kupowitz. 

The foundation stone recorded that it was laid by Mr. 
D. I. Fram in memory of his parents. 

The synagogue will .accommodate 400 worshippers, 250 men 
and 150 women, for the latter c,f whom a ladies' gallery is 
being built. 
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The Late David Frishman. 

Lecture by Madame Frishman. 

Mrs. David Frishman lectured before a large and appreci
ative audience at the Grand National Hotel on Sunday even
ing on the life and works of her husband. 

Dr. J. L. Landau (Chief Rabbi) presided, and in fotroducing 
the lecturer referred to an a1ticle by Frishman written in }us 
young days in a Hebrew journal edited by Mr. Sokolow, whe1·ein 
Frishman had adver. ely criticised his (Dr. Landau's) Hebrew 
drama, "Bar Cochba," which had been eulogised in many other 
journals. Later he met this young critic and they became good 
friends. 

"With the exception of a few there \•;as no betteT known 
Hebrew writer than Frishman," declared Dr. Landau. " He has 
translatPd the works of Ibsen, other dramatists , philo:-1ophers, 
tc., and was one of the crf'ators of the modern Hehr w :feuel

liton. His ·tyle in Hebrew writing wa classical. He also 
wrote in Yiddish. Hebrew alone did not pay. He waR a great 
figure in modern Hebrew literature, which owed a good deal to 
him.'' 

Mrs. F1·i hman's address proved most interestjng-full of 
ai1ecdote, pathos and humour, describing lhe everyday life and 
character of the great writer. From his childhood days he had 
been exceptional. As a boy he was very quiet and reRerved, a 
dreamer, and ve1·y religious, mystically inclined, greatly inter
ested in the Chassidic legends; he was a great chess player. 
Frishman had been practically the founder of modern Hebrew. 
He was humo1·ous and could be very sarcastic. 

Describing his literary work, Mrs. Frishman said her late 
husband worked for the J ewish people through the .Jewish word. 
Usually he was _possessed of an iron will. He laughed at all 
convention and loved the simple life. He did his best to encour
age young talent when he saw it. He had many literary plan. 
when death came to him. He always wanted to die conscious, 
but he died whilst unconscious. He very much wanted to live 
because he knew how great was still his power for creative work. 

The Chairman thanked the lecturer for her address, and ex
pressed the hope that she would find some reward, for the work 
of love she was doing for her late husband, in the response she 
would receive from the public t o her appeal for as. istance to 
enable her to publish a complete edition of her husband's works. 
She could 1·est assured that her words found a strong echo in 
the heart of her hearers. 
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