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The Position of the 
Jew • South Africa Ill 

"No Such Thing as a Je1vish Vote>> 

A T this period of annual 
stock-taking, a brief sur

vey of the position of the 
Jews in South Africa may 
not be out of place. 

The lot of the Jew in most 
lands of the di8 ,pora is an 
unhappy one. The virus of anti
semitism is permeating every 
sphere of life, and is being ex
ploited to the full by political par
ties. 

ln South Africa we have, as yet, 
little cause to com1 lain of th~ 
evils of anti-Semitism. While, un·· 
fortunately, it is not entirely ab
sent, and has, on occasion, flared 
up, it progre ha. been lo\v and 
has, dul'ing the past twelve months, 
ev n b n arrested. It is a tragic 
paradox that this arrest has not 
been occa ·ioned bv a more liberal 
spirit amongst ou;· fellow cilizern·, 
but is the result of an unfortunai.e 
revival in i·a ·ial antagonism be 
tween the i\YO main while rac s of 
the Union. In the l·evival and tem
poral" r int )nsi lication of racial 
strife Letween the l..nghsh and 
Afrikaans I men ls in our South 

friean N aiion th .Tew is being 
oYerlooked and left alon ; in fact, 
politically, there has recently been 
a tendencv to extol his virtues and 
seek his friendship. 

Whil welcoming this, the Je\\, 
lik eye1y other citiz n, must de
plore th cause and help to elimin
ate it. Both as citizens and as 
Jews our aim must be to help t0 
break down racialism, foster the 
spirit of liberalism and bring 
about an •conomic revival, especi
ally a· the lesson of Jewish history 
is that racialism, illiberalism and 
economic depression have always 
proved fertile soil for anti-Semit
ism. 
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A further means of obviating the 
the revival or growth on anti

Semitism in South Africa is, with
out bemg guilty of any aggressive
ness or conceit, to impress upotl 
our fellow citizens the no mean 
part which the Jew has played, and 
is continuing to play in the deve
lopment of South Africa. Th~ 
Jews have contributed their due 
·hare to the development of South 
African Ari, Mtrnic and LiteraturP-. 
In commerce the . tigma of being 
a mere middelman, which in the 
pa t has attached to the Jew, is no 
longer justified. 

ln the development of commerce 
\Yithout which, the economic life of 
any country is incomplete, the J w 
i · not merely an iq1porl 1· and dis
irilrntor of good', but has, in rc
cen t y ars, b come the ne ssary 
and u eful int rmediary betwe n 
the prnducer and the consumer, and 
has helped very substantially to 
build up th e. ·p 1't trade f outh 
Africa. 

Commerce and Industry. 

THE records of indu try reflect 
the part vd1ich the Jew has 

played and is continuing to play ·n 
the development of the econdary 
indu tries of South Africa, man~T 
of which "'·ould have been non
existent but for Jewish energy and 
initiative. The records of the 
Trade Union Movement in South 
Africa reP 2ct the fact that both in. 
Commerce and Industry the Jew 
i not merely engaged in the direc-

tion but in the actual proce'3S 
of commerce and industry. 

The contribution of th·J 
Jew to the development and 
eslabljshment of Ag ·iculture 
on a progressiYe ba is is i10 

longer in dispute. The value 
of and capacity for ovr 
further contribution to the 
progress of South Africa depend -; 
on the Jew, in South Africa, main 
taining his individuality and seU
respect. 

The Quota Act, 

THERE is a not unreasQllabl~ 
fear that the illiberal provi

sions of the Immigration Quota 
Act, which was support d by an 
almost unanimous Parliament, 
must impair the individuality and 
self resp ct of South Africa11 
J e\\ ry. A recognition of this and 
the effol'ts to make fri nds with 
the Jewish pe ple, recently evince'] 
in all political circles, may result in 
am ndit1g legi lation in th n ar 
futul' . 

What may exp elite such desi1 ·
aLJe legislation is the fortunate 
circumstance that there is no such 
thing as a Jewish vot in South 
Africa, but that Jew freely sup
port all political parties and pub
lic men, in accordance with what 
they, individually, conceive to be in 
the be 1. interests of Sou th Africa. 

In the meantime, South African 
Jewry and South Africa generally 
can b congratulated on the new 
spirit which during the year whirh 
is now drawing to a close, has stir
red and i permeating our youth. 
This may prove to be the most im
portant factor in maintaining and 
improving the position of the Jew 
in South Africa. 

Mountain View Private Hotel, Muizenberg 
Right on the Beach Two Minutes from Sta ti on : Excell nt Table Open all year round. 

Strictly Kosher Accommodation can now be booked for season. 
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