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"Aunt Rachel." 
AT last the secret 1s out! 

The children throughout 
South Africa-the young and 
the grown-up-are now to 
learn of the identity of 
a wr~er who for a period of 
over eighteen years has regu
larly contributed the " Chil
dren's Page" in the Zioni::;t 
Record. She is Mrs. R. 
Shaer, now the matron of 
the S.A. Jewish Orphanage 
in Johannesburg. 

It is a rare lite1·ary 
achievement indeed to write 
a feature of this nature consistently for 
so long a period. Only one who has a 
g1 t•at love for children could have coped 
with it and taken so ke n a joy in thP 
ta ·I-. Many of the pages writte11 by 
" Aunt Rachel" were little gems of thei1· 
l-ind and I trust that the idea for the 
publication of some of these in book 
form will materialise. Some of the col
l ctc<l essays would make an attractive 
Look fur Jewish children, and would 
prove a distinctly S uth African con
tribution to this form of velcom" 
literature. 

Isidore Heymann. 
THE: only Jew to ha e been elected by 

cont l'ibutors to the J ohanncsburg 
Hospital Board is Mr. Isidore Heymann. 
This action is a well earned tribute to ;l 

well known philanthropic worker. For 
y0ars, Mr. Heymann ha emained a 
vital force behind the scenes of chad
table and communal endeavour, and has 
consi tently refused public office. His 
Presidency of the J c\vish Aged Home 
was practically forced upon him ar:.d lw 
accepted office with the greate ·t 
reluctance. 

The work he has accomplished for such 
in:-;titutions as the Orphanage and th· 
AgP.d Home is of a monumental nature 
and very little of it will ever be known 
in view of the fact that Mr. Heymann 
TUl':-> away from the slightest form of 
publicity. He sails from Cape Town to
day, accompanied by his wife, on a well 
earned trip and the good wishes of the 
whole of the Jewish community on the 
Rand go with them on their journey. 

"Three Germans.,, 
J N an article in the Johannesburg Sta1', 

I read the other evening an eulogy 
of the "A.E.G." which stands for the 
A(qemeine Elecfricitat.~ Gesellschaft. 
This mighty industrial and business con
ce1 n in modern Germany, recently cele
brated the jubilee of its foundation. 
Praise is given to " three mighty Ber
liners," Emil Rathenau, the engineer, 
Felix Deutsch, the or~aniser, and Car1 
Furstenberg, the financier. 

No indication is given in the article 
that all these three great pioneers wen:
Jews. Under the Nazi regime of to-day 
they \vould all be disqualified for holding 
po. itions of an~' kin<l-even that of 
treet sweepers in Berlin or porters of 

any State-owned ·ailway. 

The fact "the three Ge1 mans" ha\ e 
passed over the border, may explain, 
pel'haps, the honour •vith which they are 
still being greeted in Germany. 
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Rhodes and the A.E.G. 

NO\V that South Africans are quite 
enthusiastic about ~ lrs. Sarah Ger

trude Millin's well-written Rhodes, 
which has just been published, I desire 
to record a Cecil Rhodes link with th 
afore-mentioned gentlemen and their 
A.E.G. F w realise that Cecil Rhodr>s 
was one of the men •;ho soon appreci 
uterl the greatness of Emil Rathenau, 
and no i::ooner had Rhodesia been occu
pied than the Berlin industrialist, then 
the greate:it living authority on long·
distanc transmission, turned to a con
sideration of the opportunitie offer cl h 
the Victoria Falls. 

Soon a ftC'l· the Boer \Va i· he wrote to 
his friend Carl Furst •nl)('l'g', the bank r, 
that "the water-power h re is probably 
the greatest source of eLergy in th 
world, next to the Niagaga." It was to 
Rathenau's firm ultimately that the 
holders of Rhodes's original electric con
cession turned, and the pre. ent Victoria 
Falls and Transvaal Power Company 
may be regarded as a creation of the 
A.E.G., jointly with Furstenberg's con
cern, the Berliner Handels Gcsellschaft. 

Prnctical experience showed that tech
nical science in the early nineteen hun
dreds was still unable to co11e with the 
sending of current GOO miles to the 
Rand, though it could do so now. So the 
present volicy of steam· driven stations 
was adopted and Prof. G. Klingenberg, 
of the A.E.G., later the designer of 
Europe's biggest power-house, the 
Klingenberg Station at Berlin. 1J1annecl 
the entire Reef system of the V.F.P. 

"Nathaniel Isaacs Road." 

} HAVE heard with considerable i11+e-
rest that the road adjacent to the 

Durban Jewish Club has been named 
"Nathaniel Isaacs Road." Recently the 
memb 'l's of the club met, in the presence 
of the l\fayor and l\.fayo1·ess of Durban 
and the members of thr> Town Council, 
to honour the memory of thi:; early 
Jcv.rish pioneer. 

It has thus taken almo. t a century fo 
do justice to Nathaniel Isaacs and to 
give due recognitio l to the }Ja1t he 
played in the foundation of Durban. 
Isaacs may be termed ~~atal's first JDJ
licity agent, for in his '' Tra pl::;," pub
li shed in 1836, he expre::ised the hope that 
his volumes would have th cff ect of 
drawing the attention of mercantile n1e11 
to Natal and that the Government of 
Great Britain would realise the advan
tages Natal offered as a port in view of 
Britain's Indian possessions. 
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Recognition of the labours 
of Nathaniel Isaacs in the 
upbuilding of South Afrka 
did not truly arrive url'til the 
publication in 1930 of Mr. 
Graham Mackeurtan's " Cra
dle Days of Natal." The 
author says of Isaacs:-" He 
was bold, ha1·dy, keen in per
ception and resourceful in 
action. He came to Natal a 
mere boy; he departed almost 
a stripling, but he left a vivid 
impress on its nascent years. 
As time go s on, however, 
be will come into hi· own." 

Early Sleep. 
A LADY corre$pondent makes a curi-

ous request of me. She seeks 

guidance on the fo11owin~· matter:-

" l\Iy tlaught l' insists on sta. ing up 

late with callPrs. I hav repeatedly 

warned her that this pJ·aciice will umlt.:r

mine her health as she has not yet 

passed the pel'iod of adole cence. She 

contends that so long as she get::> the 

proper amount of sic ·p, it doe n't matter 

how late she retires. I hav heard that 

our rabbis marl sornt com1 lent on the 

necessity of sleeping during th earlier 

hour. of the night. l f'hould like to 

point the pa age out to my daughter. 

Could you tell m where it can be 
found?" 

In reply, I can only inform my corre

spondent that our Rabbis w1ote in the 

Mid rash (Songs, ;; ) : " Sleep is most 

agreeable and beneficial in the earlier 
part of the night." 

"A Pretty Goya." 

THE paintings of the famous arti.~t 
Goya are increasing in price a.t 1-ll 

art sales. The other day a wealthy 
Jewish manufacturer came to an Art 
Gallery in Fifth A venue, New York and 
promene,ded from one picture to another. 

Finally, he came upon the picture of a 
young woman-with the inscription 
underneath of the painter-Goya. 

" I'll take that," he told the dealer. 

The dealer was somewhat taken ba.~k. 
The pictures by the more conunolLY, 
known artists, he h2.d thought, would 
appeal to the manufacturer. Why h!.id 
he selected this picture by Goye,? 

He did not want to ask, but finalb 
the manufacturer as he was leavin,. 
beaming with satisfaction over his pu;~ 
chase, let the secret out himself when ~,_~ 
rem2,rked. 

" That's just the picture I want. Yes, 
I always wanted a pretty Goya in my 
home." 
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