
November 17, 1933. T H E Z I 0 N I S T R E C 0 R D. 

My Dear Children, 

I HA VE always loved to listen 
to beautifully-chosen songs. 

'fhe spirit, expre se<l both in 
tune and words, does at all 
times leave a long and delight
ful echo in my mind. More so 
when after I have gone 
th1·ough a period of moodiness. 
Then again I feel cheerful. 

To be cheerful in our sur
roundings should be the main 
ta k of each and everyone of 
us, and your singing should em-
phasise that feeling. On this account, I 
would be glad to learn the type ot song 
you learn at "'Chool and which, too, at
tract. your particular attention. 

At home, as a rule, you hear Jewish 
. ongs sung either in Hebrew or in 
Yi<ldi h or even in English. I ' now that 
many of these songs appeal to you, fo1 
they forcefully remind u of the happy 
or sad memories of the Jewish people at 
any time or at any place. The greater 
is the effect of such . ongs on you if 
~ ou happen to understand the meaning
of the phrases or melody connected with 
them. 

Like other nation~·, Jew::-; :;ing song-. 
that ar popular from one p, rt of th 
worl1l to th oth r. Rv n in outh frica, 
. o far awa~' from great centres of 
Jewish life, we sometim s hear snatche 
of what w call J wi h folk-songs, ancl 
to collect such songs is in itself a plea
sant study and a profitable source of 
entertainment. Let me tell you in pas
:ing that the background of the tunes 
of those typical Jewish songs, contain 
a wealth of legendary matter and his
torical reference . 

Many of these folk-songs have a re
ligious basis, but there are some charm
ing cradle songs that will interest you. 
Let me give the words of one: 

"O ! Hush thee, my darling, sleep 
·oundly my son; 

Sleep soundly and sweetly till days 
has begun, 

For under the bed of good children 
at night, 

There lies, till the morning, a Kid 
snowy white; 

We'll send it to market to buy 
Sechora, 

While my little lad goes to study 
Torah. 

Sleep soundly at night, and learn 
Torah by day, 

Then you'll be a rabbi when I have 
grown grey. 

But I'll give thee to-morrow some 
nuts and a toy, 

If thou'lt sleep as I bid thee, my own 
little boy." 

The words of another similar song 
sung by our parents when putting their 
little ones to bed, runs as follows: 

"If I possessed the Emperor's trea
sures and all his realms, 

I . hould not hold it as dear as I do 
thee, my light, my joy. 

As I gaze upon thee 
J feel that all the world is mine. 
Sleep, my darling, sleep, 
Rest and be well." 

Then there are even song for school 
child1·en. Here is the refrain of a popu
lar J ewish folk-song: 

"Go to school, my dearies, 
Learn from Alepth to Tav, 
From reading to Gemarah 
The best antidote to trouble." 
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I WOULD LIKE YOU FOR A 
COMRADE. 

I would like you for a comrade, 
fo1· I love you, that I do, 

I never met ct little girl .as amiable 
as you. 

I would teach you how to dance 
and sing, and how to talk and 
laugh, 

If I were not a little girl and you 
were not a calf. 

I would like you for a. coniradc, 
you should share my bw fey 
meal, 

nd butt me with your little ho1 n , 
just hard enough to feel, 

lV e ·would lie b neath the chestnut 
tr es and 'Watch the leaves un
curl, 

If I were not a clumsy calf and 
you a little girl. 

Judge Parry. 

Gems from the Talmud 
The forest ti·ee once asked the fruit 

trees: 

"Why is the rustling of your leaves 
not heard in the di tance ?" 

The fruit trees replied: "We can dis
pense with the rustling to manifest our 
presence, our fruits testify for us." 

The fruit trees then inquired of the 
forest trees: 

"Why do your leaves rustle almost 
continually?" 

"We are forced to call the attention 
of men to our existence." 

Action speak louder than words. 
Judge a man by his deeds and not by 

his words. 

Grasp a little and you may ecure it. 
Grasp too much and you may lose 

everything. 

Let every man watch his doings that 
he may be an example to his fellow-man 
through life. 

Experience is the mirror of the mind. 
Let not your lips speak that which is 

not in your heart. 
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Answers to Corre
spondents 

Mer vyn Rubens tein (Thaba 
'Nchu).-I welcome you a a 
new member of my Children' 
Page Circle and I hope that 
you will keep your promise to 
work for my Fund. 

Mona Rubin (Petrusburg).
It was nice of you to collect 6s. 
for the assistance of Jewi h 
children in Germany. It was 
indeed a kintl thought on your 
part. 

Phyllis Smith (Thaba 'Nchu). 
-It is good to have you a a 

new member for my circle. I must con
gratulate you, your sisters, Joyce and 
Haidee and your brother, Raphael, for 
sending me 2s. 6d. towards the a:-;sist
ance of orphans in Palestine. Please 
write to me again. 

Ruthie Levin (Somerset East) .-It 
was thoughtful of you to raffle the slab 
of chocolate given to you by your 
granny. So you were able to rni e the' 
sum of 10s. which you are sending me 
for little orphans. This sum is mo t wel
come and I hope that you will continue 
thi. kind of good worl· at an early op
portunity. Please thank your gmnny, 
moth r an<l aunt for their regard to 
me which I heartily reciprocate. 

.Jenny Smolowitz (rarree Station).
'Ihank you for your charming littl Jet
t r, but I would appreciate if wh n you 

·rite to me again, you would do o in 
ink. Alway avoid w1iting letter. in p n
cil. I acknowl dg the sum of ls. 6d. 
which you send me in aiu of German 
Jewry. It was pleasant to hear from you 
and I hope you will write again. 

Ziona ohen (Bulawayo).-You are 
one of the niec s of Aunt Rachael, and 
it was pleasant to receive such a nice 
welcome. I am glad that you heard and 
liked Maurice Samuel. He is indeed a 
fine lecturer. He is certainly the be;;t 
public speaker I have heard for many 
years. I hope by this time you have been 
able to join the Habonim group. Thi ~ is 
a fine organisation and I am sm·e you 
will be very happy in your Gedud. Thank 
you for the "Kapporahs" money which 
will be devoted to my Fund for charity. 

Aunt Sarah's Fund 
Jacob Joffe (Johannesburg): 

for Palestine Orphan 
Fund ........... . 

Mona Rubin (Petrusberg): 
For German children 

Phyllis Smith (Thaba 
'Nchu): From Phyllis, 
Joyce, Hai<lee and Rap-
hael for Palestine Orphan 
Fund ........... . 

Ruthie Levin (Somerset 
East) : For Palestine Or-

2 6 

6 0 

2 6 

phan Fund ....... . 10 0 
Jewish Children of Mar

quard, per Miss J . Furman 1 0 0 
Jenny Smolowitz (Karree 

Station): For S.A. German 
Fund ........... . 

Ziona Cohen (Bulawayo): 
1 . 6d. each from Ziona, 
sister and brother 

1 6 

4 6 

£2 7 0 
Previously acknowledged 364 2 10 

Total (second £1,000) .. £366 9 10 

Get your little friends 
to 

Read this page 
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