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JEWISH ODDITIES 

( Conclwied from page 22). 

hand and feet, and when it dries on them 
they can't feel the heat." 

Truly a daughter of iconoclast Abra
ham, this child-destroying my illusions by 
her revelation of an insulating ointment! 

The ex-Borough-Parkers would not let 
me go until I had spoken to them for a 
while in Yiddish, the beloved tongue of 
which they had heard so little in their two 
year in Tahiti. Their sole link with their 
old home is the Vorwaerts, the Yiddish 
daily, which they receive regularly; that 
is, once a month, when the mail steamer 
comes. Once a month, then Mr. Borough 
Park gets thirty issues of the Vorwaerts
and each day he reads one: On Monday he 
reads the paper of the Monday of six 
weeks before, on Tuesday the six-week-old 
Tuesday paper, and so on. He can hardly 
wait from day to day to read up on the 
latest developments in Nazi Germany, but 
he adheres consistently to his plan of read
ing only one pape1· each day. 

THE uniqueness of the Borough Park 
family, however, lie in this: They are 

the only ones of the J e\vs I met living in 
the South Sea Islands who are neither 
traders nor professional men. And I met 
many Jews. There was Mr. Levine, keeper 
of a general store in Nukuaolfa, in the 
Tongan Islands, where the principal dealer 
in pearls is another Jew, Levy by name. At 
Noumea, New Caledonia, I found the gen
eral stwe in the hands of Gubbay Frore , 
who are Bagdadi Jew , while another petty 
trader was a Russian Jew named Magar. 
At Suva, in the Fiji Islands, a Mrs. 
Israels, sister of the town's mayor, Sir 
Henry Marks, runs a pineapple stand com
parable to the American Medicks. At 
Suva, too, lived Noel Levi, a Trader Horn 
type who deals in curios and pearls, while 
the town's premier watchmaker is a Jew 
by the name of Benjamin. And, most in
te1·esting of all, at Apia, Samoa, the town 
where Robert Louis Stevenson died, there 
i a native rebel movement, resembling the 
Irish Sinn Fein, led by a half-caste Jew. 

But the last i:;traw came at Pago-Pago, 
Samoa, where there is a U.S. naval station. 
In a restaurant there I was considerably 
annoyed when a sailor in navy uniform in
sisted upon staring at me rather fixedly. I 
took him for an Irishman until at last he 
came over to our table with: "Say, ain't 
you a Jewish writer?" I confessed that 
I was. Said he: "I thought you looked 
familiar. Why, I heard you talk at the 
Brooklyn Y.M.H.A. eight years ago." 

At that I decided it was time to come 
home, to see whether there were any Jews 
left in this country. 
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The Agricultural Experiment ta
tion. 

Cheap hou ing in town and 
country. 

Extended loans to urban workers 
co-operatives for equipment and 
working capital. 

• fade possible the General Mort
gage Bank of Palestine. 

Granted loans to industrial under
taking~ and for the establish
ment of financial institutions. 

Helped to found the Palestine Elec
tric Corporation which supplies 
pO'wer and light to Haifa, 'rel
A viv, Tiberias, Jaffa, numerous 
townlets and villages. 

Helped to provide Jewish health 
centres. 

Contributed to educational funds, 
particularly the Hebrew Univer
sity, the Jewish National Lib
rary and the Haifa Technical 
Institute. 

Helped to maintain religious tra
ditions, helping orthodox schools, 
n°':v mostly under the control of 
the Miz1·achi Organisation. 
Helped agricultural settlements 
of a religious nature, such as 
Kfar Hassidim, Shech Abreck 
and others. 

The Keren Hayesod has also helped 
to build, and to acquire, a number of 
communal buildings, such as schools 
in town and country, the Technical 
Institute in Haifa, immigrants' hos
tels, hospitals in Tiberias and Erne~ 
Jezreel, etc.; it has financed the poli
tical activities of the Jewish Agency~ 
its propaganda activities ~ave been 
spread over the whole Jewish world; 
it has fostered tourist traffic - in 
short the Keren Hayesod has laid the 
foundations for the economic and 
financial development of the country. 

I WO DERED at . my· Pale~tinian 
friend. "Are you amazed?" -11~ 

asked me. "Our work in Eretz Israel 
-is far from completed, for we have 
only begun. We are still building 
Palestine, and it should be you and 
others like you, who should help us 
build it, each in hi own way.'' 

June 15, 1934. 

THE ROGUISH EIN TEINS 

(Concluded front page 23). 

She, I could tell, is the practical member of 
that household. 

"La t time I had a car meet us at Tren
ton to take us to Princeton, but I did not 
do that this time because I was not sure 
what train we would get." 

"It will be all right," murmured the 
great Einstein. I consulted a time-table· 
they would have to wait nine minutes. 

"That i not long/' she wa relieved, "and 
now-" she said something. It sounded to 
me as if she were telling her famous hus
band to look dumb while he reached for her 
coat. 

He helped her on with it and handed her 
her bursting pocket-book. 

She held out her hand to me, a slim, 
pretty hand like a girl's. 

''Au \Viedersehen," she ·aid, and Herr 
Prof es or then stuck out his; soft, well 
groomed, the hand of a musician, you'd say. 

"Auf Wiedersehen," I echoed, and M1·s. 
Einstein trotted ahead, while Prof. Ein
stein brought up the rear, lugging the heavy 
square bag on which the black initials A. E. 
stoo<l out boldly. 
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