
Violinists. 
JT is upon a very valuable 

and unique Stradivarius 
that Mischa Elman is render
ing his classical interpreta
tions of the great masbr 
during his present tour of 
South Africa. There are not 
many folk alive to-day who 
still remember the visit to 
this country of another re
nowned Jewish musician. 

I refer to Edouard Re
menyi, who led a romantic 
and adventurous life. He 
was born in Hungary in 1830 
and graduated with honours from the 
Vienna Conservatory at an early age. 
In 1848, he became adjutant to a well
known Hungarian general, and fought 
under Kossuth in the war with Aus
tria. When the insurrection failed, 
he escaped to America. Some years 
later he visited Weimar and sought 
out Franz Liszt, who at once recog 
nii:;ed his genius and became his 
friend and guide. After an amnesty, 
he returned to Hungary, wh n he be
came solo violinist in the band of the 
Emperor of Au, tria. 

nernenyi was, however, of a 1· st
le~ dL position, and wanted tu see a. 
much of the world a. he could. So 
he made a world tour arnl finally set 
tled in San :Francisco, where he died 
on l\lay 15, 18~J • It wa: in the cour. e 
OL that wand rlu t that he Yi. ited, in 
1< /7 thi. country, and hiR on rts 
nttrn tt>d morl' than th u u·tl not il (' 
1or, in fact, he w nt where few, if 

~t ,u 1~r. violinii:;tR of hiR ability had be n 
~ \l/l!I 

Hemenyi wa. al!:;o fond of collect
ing okt nnd valuable Yiolins, and 
thirty out of the forty.seYen of the 
latter we e di covered in South 
Africa. Most of them, it is sai<l., 
were of the Stradivarius make, which, 
it is belieYed, had probably belonged 
at one tim t') the Huguenots who 
found their way to the Cape in the 
scYenteenth century. 

A Queen. 
JN THE plethora of reports re.a~h-

ing here of the unhappy position 
of om· co-religioni ts ·n manv coun
tries, it was a pleasant relief to hear 
of the remarkable scene which took 
place recently at the historic Jonas 
Daniel Meyerplein in Amsterdam. 
'fhe occasion wns the display of Jew
ish loyalty and affection for the 
House of Orange on the occasion of 
a visit made by the Queen of Hol
land. This gracious lady •.yas accom
paniad by Princess Juliana and 
Prince Bernhard. 

On arrival, the Royal Party was 
greeted by a choir composed of 
twelve hundred Jewish children. On 
the Queen's carriage arriving in 
front of the new synagogue, she ad
<lrc sed the Jewish communal leaderR 
and expressed -her acknowledgement 
of the tribute paid to her by her 
Jewish subjects. 

In a letter received in South Africa 
a con-espondent in Amsterdam re

•'eJ ~ to the happy atmosphere which 
' ,.- IJ~~\~ailed on the great occasion in the 

streets of the Jewish quarte1·. These 
were gaily decorated with the Dutch 
colours and the route was deeply 
lined , ·i th thousands of Jews who 
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cheered the Royal F~mily with 
vigour and enthusiasm. In Holland 
our co-religionists have exactly the 
same privileges as other citizens, and 
the loyalty and devotion of the Jew 
to the land is well recognised. 

Shelter. 
THERE must be many of our folk 

in this country who, on their way 
as immigrants to South Africa, have 
spent some days of comfort at the 
Jews' Temporary Shelter in White-
hapel. Thi:-; institution has recent

ly celebrated its fiftieth anniversary, 
and in this connection it was recallzrl 
that official::; of th Shelter have in 
th course of its c ·istence met more 
than 1,1 0,000 at the clocks and the 
ailway station , and taken them in 

tin 1 • 'l he institution has accommo
dat d during the ;am' pe1 iod 126,GOO 
lll'r ons who had b n d ainerl in 
London in the com·se of their journey 
to oversea · lands. 

t the beginning of its career the 
Shelter had to cope with a large cxo . 
dus of Jews from Roumania and 
Russia, who paR. e(l through London 
on their way to Ame1·ica. Then 
came the great war, when Jewish 
refugees from Belgium found a home 
in the Shelter. Now it is giving re
~uge to many German Jews. The 
story of the Spelter is indeed the 
story of Jewish immigration and 
wandering during the last half cen
tury. 

Before the present Shelter wa: 
established, a little home for the re
fugees was run in London by a Mr. 
Rimcha Baker, an interesting type of 
old English Jew, who devoted his lif:; 
to charity. He founded a "Beth Mi
drash" where poor people were given 
a home to sleep. Zangwill used to 
visit the place, where he found mater
ial for his Jewish character studies. 

The Shelter is always in need of 
help, and many in this country, who 
are to-day in good circumstances, 
should think of the institution which 
gave them comfort in their wander
ing days, and send along a little 
financial encouragement. 

A Paper Hanger. 

AN INTERESTINC~ event recently 
occurred at a meeting of the 

Paperhanger's Union in the city of 
Philadelphia in America. This group 
of good loyal working men, who are 
rather proud of their profession, have 
taken umbrage at the statement that 
a certain Nazi dictator was a mem
ber of their craft. They desired to 
repudiate this, and in explaining th2ir 
position, the pape1·hanger · adopted a 
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resolution which made it 
clear that "that egotistical, 
barbarous and anti-labour 
dictator might have hung 
paper at one time, but that 
does not qualify him for the 
honourable title 'paperhang
er.' The only thing he has 
hung in the last ten years 
is the liberty of the German 
people." 

There are certain diplo
mats and statesmen who 
might welcome the present 
"leader" of a great country, 
but that he should call him

self a paperhanger is deeply resented 
by a group of workmen who are proud 
of their craft. It is all rather in
teresting! 

"Forward" 
J THINK that American Jewry can 

indeed be proud of its Jewish 
press. The leading and most popular 
Yiddish daily, the Forwrterfs, l1as re
cently celebrated with great pomp its 
fortieth anniversm y. In 18!>7 Abe 
Cahan, a young immigrant from Vil
no, arriYed in New York, wh re he 
'-'Orked as a propagandist amongst 

th J wi. h trade unions. At that 
time Jewish immigration wa. in its 
infancy. The new arrivals were 
~imple folk, 'vho worl{ed in the sweat 
factorie on the I·~a. t side. ahan 
. o n realised the necessity of a pecial 
n w pap r for th n n s ~ of t hP. 
}l 01 le an l • ta1 l cl th /•~011 11crf.~. 

Sine" then it has developed into the 
biggest Jewish newspaper in the 
world, and I believe it is considered 
the biggest labour paper in any lan
guage. 

Though nominally a labour paper, 
the Forwaerts cat rs for all tastes 
and its columns are widely read by 
the balebatim class in America. With 
the exception of its staunch and out
spoken anti-Communist policy, the 
paper gives expression to all shades 
of Jewish opinion. 

·what has always interested me in 
particular is the literary and art sec
tion of this great pape1·. It is an open 
secret that writers like Sholem Asch, 
Zalman Schneour and J. Singer owe 
their success-indeed their very exis
tence--to the pages of·the Foricaert.~, 
,,.,,here their novels are regularly 
serialised. The Yiddish book market 
is so poor that it could hardly afford 
to maintain these great writers. 

The art section of the paper pub
lishes every Sunday a veritable store 
house of reproductions of present day 
as well as historical Jewish events. 
The newspaper is housed in its own 
magnificent building on the East Side. 
It also owns its own wireless station 
-W.E.V.D.-which is the leading 
labour station h'.. America. 

No Scandal. 
THE sham mas of Berdicher was a 

great gossip, and dearly loved tc 
spread scandal. He simply could not 
keep a still tongue in his head. 

In due time he died. As he was 
being buried the chazan of the shul, 
a very old m&n, whispered in his ear: 
"I know what a pfrtppler yon are! 
When you come to the other world, 
don 't tell the Almighty that there is 
still going about in Berdicher a 
healthy old fellow of eighty three." 
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