
78 

S.A. Jewish Board of 
Deputies. 

MONTHLY MEETING. 

The monthly meeting of the S.A. Jewish 
Board of Deputies held on Sunday morning 
at the Jewish Guild Building, Johannesburg, 
was well attended. Mr. S. Raphaely, the 
Acting President, was in the chair. 

The Chairman welcomed a number of 
newly-elected Deputies. 

Votes of condolence were passed on the 
death of Mr. M. Kahn, the Deputy for the 
H arrismith Hebrew Congregation, and of 
Mr. Louis Landau, and to Mr. J. Distiller, 
the Deputy of the Hebrew Order of David 
F. C. Hollander Lodge, Durban, on the death 
of his mother. 

Mr. D. A Bradlow, the Hon. Treasurer, 
submitted the financial statement for 
December and January (there had been no 
Deputies meeting in December), which 
showed a revenue for the two months of 
£340 15s. 3d., of which £322 12s. 6d. repre
sented membership fees. 

The report of the Executive Council 
mentioned a number of constituent bodies 
that were paying their affiliation fees, in 
accordance "ih tthe decision of the last 
Congress,, on the basis of their membership, 
as laid down in the Constitution. 

It was reportPd that conferences had been 
held in Port Elizabeth and Bloemfontein at 
which Local Committees of the Board had 
been appointed for the Capr Eastern Pro
vince and the Free State, respectively, and 
that the Durhan Jewish Communal Council 
was acting as the Local Committee of the 
Board for Natal. 

Alteration of Marriage Laws. 
With further refe1ence lo the corres

pondence the Board had had with regard to 
the desired alteration of the Marriage Law 
in so far as the times for performing thP 
marriage ceremony was concerned, it was 
reported that the Minister of the Interior 
would be introducing the Bill during the 
forthcoming session giving marriage officers 
the discretion to perform marriages al any 
time. 

The Executive's report also mentioned 
that it was intended to interview the 
Minister of the Interior on the subj eel of 
the reduction of the fee for naturalisation. 

A report was read of the Special Suh
Committee for Combating Anti-Semitism in 
South Africa, and a lengthy discussion en
sued with regard thereto, which was replied 
to by the Chairman and Mr. Bernard Alex
ander, the Chairman of the sub-committee. 

Information Bureau. 
The report of the General Infonnalion 

Bureau stated that there had been forty-three 
new registrations and thirty-one positions 
found in December, and eighty-two new 
registrations and thirty-two positions found 
in January, the increase of the registrations 
being due to the fact that a large number 
-0f youths had finished their schooling and 
had registered for employment. The 
financial position of the Bureau was de
plorable, and the Bureau applied to the 
Board for an advance of £50 to enable it 
lo function until the end of March. This 
was granted. 

(Continued in Second Column). 
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Mr. Tielman Roos on 
Coloured Shirts. 

*'FOREDOOMED TO FAILURE 
IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

Mr. Tielman Roos, K.C., speaking in 
Johannesburg last week, said, it wasi a re
markable fact, often lost sight of, that some 
of the greatest lovers of South Africa were 
people who were South Africans not because 
they were born here, hut because they came 
of their own free will. They were not here 
by compulsion, but had freely chosen this 
country as theirs, and they should therefore 
be the first to see that South Africa became 
the greatest home of tolerance in the world. 
Racial hatreds were increasing everywhere 
else, yet in South Africa in a short time 
they had got rid of what had almost become 
a traditional hatred between the two white 
races. 

Value of Enemies. 
These two white races had never ac;tually 

stood very far from each other, and they 
should now see to it that any importation 
of foreign hatredsi and enmities was pre
vented. (Applause.) He was sure that 
everyone of those present would wish to see 
that nothin~ was done to prejudice the 
position of any law-abiding citizen who had 
made South Africa his home. 

"Do not despise your enemies," said Mr. 
Roos. "They can do more for you than 
your friends. When friends begin to com
pliment me I begin to despair. I never 
forget that enemies play a bi~ part in 
making you what you are." 

Havin~ entered into Lhc ~pirit of tolerance 
the" '~ould srr that "all thm;e shirL mov<' 
men ts" would he foredoomed Lo failure in 
South Africa. They were not going to 
masquerade in any kind of shirt, hut were 
going Lo attend to work and do what they 
C'ould to make South AfriC'a a better land. 

Blameless White. 
If we had to choose a colour in shirts. 

Mr. Roos concluded, w hi Le would be the 
only possible colour-an indication of the 
blameless lives we led and the absence of 
racial prejudicesi and intolerance in South 
Africa. (Laughter and applause.). 

Mr. Arnold .Smith presided. The Mayoress 
and Mr~. Tielman Roos were among the 
µ;uests. 

(Continued from First Column). 

It was reported that Mr. S. B. Friede, the 
Chairman of the Bureau, had tendered his 
resignation owing to ill-health. The resig
nation was accepted with great regret, and 
it was unanimously resolved to place on 
record the Board's grateful thanks for, and 
deep appreciation of, the valuable services 
he had rendered. Mr. A. Behrmann had 
been elected Chairman, and Mr. I. Soskolne 
Vice-Chairman and Treasurer, of the Bureau. 

Applications for membership of the Board 
wre granted to the Vryheid Hebrew Con
gregation, the Cape Town Branch of the 
Union of Jewish Women, and the 
Theunissen Hebrew Congregation. 

It was reported that the Hon. Treasurer, 
Mr. D. A. Bradlow, had represented the 
Board at the Conference of the South 
African Board of Jewish Educatoin held in 
Johannesburg on December 10th. 

February, 2nd, 1934. 

Synagogue Services and 
Operatic Performances. 

To the Editor, 
S.A. Jewish Chronicle. 

Sir,- As a regular reader of the "S.A. 
Jewish Chronicle" I have naturally noticed 
the amount of criticism that has been 
directed against a certain Cantor who, a 
short while ago, visited this city and, as 
one of your correspondents says, "converted 
Synagogue services into operatic perform
ances." 

There is no doubt that such a practice 
is all that your correspondent calls it, but 
there is only one aspect of the position that 
I would like to point out. 

This "famous Cantor" gave performances 
in Muizenberg, Cape Town and Paarl and 
I attended the Muizenberg "performance'' 
for which I paid five shillings. 

I understand that the Cantor was e:x
tremely dis,appointed at the "houses" he 
received and that was his reason for not 
performing at Paarl. 

Now, having attended the Muizenberg per
formance of this "famous Cantor" one 
week, for which I paid, I attended the fol
lowing Friday night service in Muizenberg 
conducted by the Cantor there and I must 
say fr an kl y that now I can see the reason 
for the non-attendance by a lot of people 
at the performance of the "famous one." 

The Muizenberg Congregation, I am sure, 
are to be congratulated on the acquisitioll 
of a Cantor who is a spiritual leader in 
the true sf'nse of the word and to whose 
Chazom•s it is in<lr.ed a plpasurr. to listen. 

Why then should residents and visitor::
pay to hear a Cantor when they have one 
whom 1 hope and am sure will never con· 
verl his ability as a Cantor into an operatic 
performer.- ! am, etc .. 

" CHAZONES LOVER." 

Ort-Oze-Emigdirect. 

CAMPAIGN IN THE 
PENINSULA. 

( C omnwnicated) . 

Wynberg-Claremont. 
Negotiations with the leaders of the Wyn

berg and Claremont Jewish communities are 
now taking place for the arrangement of 
the forthcoming campaign for Eastern 
European Jewry. 

In order Lo acquaint the Jewish public 
with the position of the Jews in Eastern 
Europe, a public meeting will be held on 
Sunday, the 4th February, at 8.15 p.m., in 
the Regal Bioscope. Wynberg. Dr. Leon 
Bram on will deliver a lecture illustrated 
by lantern slides. Other prominent speakers 
will also address the meeting. 

Strand-Somerset West. 
In the near future a meeting will he 

held in the Strand. Mr. H. M. Jaffe, the 
Mayor of Somerset West, will preside, and 
Dr. Leon Bramson, Dr. B. Isaacson and Dr. 
S. E. Kark will speak. 


