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A LETTER FROM ERETZ ISRAEL

(From Our Own Correspondent).

" Jerusalem, May 2, 1937,
u WPOLITICS AND CITRUS.
The plenary session of the Zionist General Council has
ended, and while the approach of many individual members
varied on different important issues, they were unanimous in
adopting  the uiiljolr political resolution introduced by Mr.
Ussishkin, reiterating the fundamentals of Zionist policy and of
the Mandate, and rejecting any proposed whittling down of the
Mandate and the Balfour Declaration, and any attempt to dis-
member the country either by cantenisation or partition. Other
important resolutions were adopted dealing with settlement and
‘organisation matters. With the Council meeting over the next
event awaited is the publication of the Royal Commission’s
teport, which is expected before the end of the month. In the
‘meantime a mist of uncertainty has descended on the whole
‘uountry, and everyone is feeling the tension. Politically, little
gan be done in Palestine until the Commissioners’ findings be-
‘ome available. Tn London, however, the present centre of
political gravity, there is hardly any end to the political
“nursing’’ that may be done, and to Dr. Weizmann, Mr. Ben
flurion has now been added to carry out this task. Mr. Dov
Hos, the Deputy-Mayor of Tel-Aviv, and one of the leaders of
the Histadruth, has lefty to conduct political activity among
British Labour ecircles, while a member of the Arab Department
of the Jewish Agency will also be in London to contact repre-
sentatives of the Arab and Moslem countries who will be in
London in connection with the Coronation.
In the economic sphere, the country is looking back over a
record citrus season, record, that is, in point of number of cases
Lutxported, which reached close on eleven million, bringing Pales-
3‘ﬁne to second place in the list of citrus-exporting countries of
dhe world. The record did not extend, however, to prices, in
%?ﬁe the rosy prospects with which the season opened. The
gowers' and shippers’ organisations are now pooling the experi-
#ces of the past six months in order to profit by them next year.
The exact accounts will not be made up until the end of the
month, but already the general results are known.
London was again the principal market, with ‘Liverpool and
Hull not far behind. Continental markefs grew diiring the pre-
ent season, but are still faggbehind the English. The prohibi-
g\ of export of exchange"from 16 countries of Furope does
render easier the process of citrus exports from Palestine,
nd this discourages any large-scale attempts that might have
ken made to develop these markets. As it is, the shippers’
ssociations have been obliged to take payment for their fruit
I many countries in the form of timber for cases, machinery
id packing materials.
| New traffic problems were created this year by the record
gport. Of the total quantity shipped, 64 million cases left from
Haifa, 84 miliion from Jaffa (all Aréb-grown fruit), and about
00,000 from the lighter basin at Tel-Aviv. Unfortunately, the
tilways were inadequately equipped to meet the increased de-
mand, and the shortage of rolling-stock made itself felt at
fequent intervals. Similarly with the storage accommodation
i Haifa, which is being extended, but too late for use this year.
ufficient steamers equipped with refrigeration systems were
ailable this season, and plans will have to be evolved to in-
fease their number next season, when the harvest will be larger
|1 than it has been in the past.
A central exporters’ organisation to embrace all citrus growers
till sorely missed, but'so long as politics continue to invade
sphere of economics, ab growers will not readily agree to
ite with the Jetvs in sweh an organisation. Failing sich a

@itions, but their carefully p]:mne(L %ﬁorts are often set at
lught by the Arab growers, acting 1mc ependently and only for
le proceeds of the moment.

THE PASSING OF THE ‘S.S. TEL-4 IJIT',. .l
Wednesday was a sad day for the growing ‘‘ maritime con-
fous '* section of the Yishuv. On that day the*S.S. Tel-Aviv,

first all-Jewish passenger boat of more than ininor tonnage,
sold to a firm of Japanese ship-brokers for £31,000, after
ing been laid up in Haifa harbour for nearly a year. Origﬂ%
y, the Tel-Aviv, which had a tonnage of 10,000, had been a
o boat carrying motor-cars from America to Germany. In

tral bodv, the Jewish growers have created their own organi:-

i

1934 the vessel was acquired by the Palestine Shipping Com-
pany, a subsidiary ot the Arold Berstein Lines of Hampurg,
at a cost of about £80,000, converted into a passenger liner and
put into commission on the Haifa-Trieste route. It had accom-
modation for 350 passengers, and soon won popularity among
Palestine residents travelling to and from Europe. In the 18
months of its service, 15,000 passengers crossed the ocean in it
to their unbounded satisfaction with both its service and its
atmosphere.

Its fate is a rude reminder of the difficulties which beset
every new and adventurous enterprise in Palestine. The foun-
ders of the Palestine Shipping Company, which owned only the
Tel-Aviv, dared a great deal. They were inspired by the know-
ledge that they were pioneers in a new field, but certain inexor-
able factors were minimised. All the big Italian, French and
other shipping companies plying the same or similar routes, and
with which the Tel-Aviv had necessarily to compete, are the
beneficiaries of heavy subsidies from their Governments. The
Jewish steamship had no such source of support, and could not,
therefore, maintain the fare-eutting competition into which it
was drawn. The fact that the service consisted of one boat only
added further to its difficulties since its overhead expenses were
proportionately so much larger than those of the other services.

The present is not the first failure of a pioneer undertaking
in Palestine. Many an enterprise in this country flourishes to-
day only on the ruins of previous unsucecessful undertakings.
That is not unnaturai and wili not dismay the Yishuv. Jewish
steamship services will not long be absent from the Mediter-
ranean, but when the new services begin to function means will
have to be assured in advance to mike good the deficits which
under present circumstances appear unavoidable.

LAG B'OMER.

The traditional Lag b'Omer festivities this week at Meron,
near Safed, the burial place of Simon bar Yohai, was, to a cer-
{ain extent, a test of the possibility of preventing disturbances
in times like these, since they were held in a district which has
been the centre of Arab terrorism ever since the riots of last
vear were ‘‘officially’’ terminated. That the all-night celebra-
tions .passed. off completely withoyt interruption,ldéspi‘te the
isolated situation of their venue, was, doubtless due]fco the pre-
sence of several hundred Jewish ghaffirs (supernumerary 'con-
stables) who, have been stationed in Upper Galilee during the
past two months. Alsa deserving of credit in this respect is Mr.
L. Andrews, the Director of the Development Department, who
has been seconded temporarily as special Commissioner for
Security in the North. This officer is a bluff, red-faced Aus-
tralian, who works hard, drinks hard, and stands no nonsense.
These qualities may account for }llli.c: general unpopularity in the
Government service, but they, or some of them, also aecount
in no small measure for the quiet that now prevails in the
North. Once more it has been demonstrated that public order
can be properly maintained once the authorities make up.their
minds to adopt the necessary precautionhs amnd appoint suitable
men to apply those precautions. :

The number of participants in the Meron festivities this
vear fell far short of the masses that make the pilgrimage in
normal times. There were about 2,000 celebrants, the over-
whelming majority of them Oriental Jews, to whose hearts Lag
b'Omer is very dear, and a lesser number of Hassidim from Safed
and Tiberias. But their smaller numbers did not disc‘ourage
them, and the singing and daneing through the night, Vf'lth the
oreat oil bonfire ignited at midnight, were conducted with, that
same ecstacy for which the festival has become famous.

CORONATION CELEBRATIONS.

The position of Palestine in relation to .the.z British Empire
i« somewhat anomalous. On the one hand it 1.s.sub]f‘act to cer-
{ain restrictions such as might apply to a British Colony ; on
the other it enjoys few of the privileges thn!’ acerue to. such a
Colony. Yet for the purposes of the Coronation, I"ulestme feell:
itself “an integral part of the Empire. Not only is the B;ltl!&'.‘
King the ruler of Palestine by virtue of the M:mdnte", but 1?, is
the head of the nation that first introduced ll]e ]n';u:t_u'u] (:on(,el;;t'
of the Jewish National Home into international diplomacy by
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The Vaad Leumi has called upon all Jewish residents to
decorate the outside of their houses and [!]:uw'x of business with
flags and bunting on Coronation Day. The head offices of the
national institutions will-be floodlit during the whole of Corona-

tion Week. All Jewish schools will be closed on the principal

day, and a variety of sporting and social functions held, the
latter including balls and garden parties. The shop windows
will carry Coronation decorations, and huge crowns and portraits
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their own. ~Whether the Arab community will participate in
the festivities or organise festivities of their own is not yet
known. After having so disrespectfully refused the invitation
to send a representative to the Coronation, they can hardly
change their tune now. But they have been known to do far

stranger things.
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Jaeger Underwear is a real friend to the fashion-
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A cup of hot OXO is.the con-
stant food drink of millions
of people to maintain strength,

Latest OXO Cookery Book sent on request to :—
OXO (South Africa) Ltd.,
3 Progress Lane,
off Strand Street, Capetown.
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NOWyou can buy your
® ELECTRIC RANGE
* REFRIGERATOR

and

® WASHING MACHINE
over
6 months

and *WATER HEATER
over 39 and 45 months

Surely this together with the
Council's GUARANTEE

means something fo you
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and

All electrical appliances bought through the

Hire Purchase Scheme carry their GUARANTEE
SERVICE for the whole period of payment. Ask for
details at your mnearvest Electricity Showroom, or

‘phone 2-1011.
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ELECTRIC LIGHT FITTINGS

ARE THE LARGEST STOCKISTS OF ELECTRIC
LIGHT FITTINGS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.

RESIDENTIAL—COMMERCIAL-INDUSTRIAL
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR WRITE FOR ( ATALOGUF.

CoiEwsCUET (P4 X)) dal D,

Electrical Engineers and Suppliers,
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Telephone 2-1301. 70/72, BREE STREET, CAPE TOWN.
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MADE BY THE MAKERS OF CALCARIUM. :
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