
April 15, 1932. 

Funny? 

There is in the Golden City 
a weekly newspaper which 
has an extremely fine circu
lation. It is a very brightly 
printed sheet of voluminous 
size. One of its main attrac
tions is the cabled blood-curd
ling and luscious accounts of 
murders committed on Satur
days in various paTts of the 
world. 

This newspaper has an 
editor who bears an ancient 
q,nd honourable Jewish name. 
The latter fact does not, how-
ever, mean that the directing genius of 
the largely circulated and powerful jour
nal has a kindly feeling towards the 
people from whom he has sprung. He 
is in a way proud of his perfect ignor
ance of the struggles of his own foll\: 
in this land and of the manne1· in which 
they have emancipated themselves to a 

position of trust in the general com
munity. 

This editor, too, is under the strnnge 
delusion that he is a humori st. In his 
"People Say ... " column of last Sun
ctayJs issue the following appeared: 

That when Dr. Shekel made hi, 
rounds last Sunday, lw di scovc>r('d thnl 
there were man~· l\Ir. Hides in Johan
nesburg. 

The above, of course, has reference to 
the Shekel day collection in Johannes
burg. Being ignorant of the noble pur
pose represented in the Shekel, it coul<l 
not be expected that the kindly Jewish 
editor of a non-Jewish newspaper should 
view with sympathy the unselfish devo
tion of a band of honorary workel'S in 
sacrificing a Sunday towards combing the 
streets of Johannesburg in order to sell 
Shekoli111 to their Jewish brothers and 
sisters. 

It was the same delightfully· pleasant 
editor, who, unon the arrival of nr. 
Weizmann in this country, published an 
editorial in 'his newspaper-the only in
stance of its kind in South Africa-con
demning the sending of money out of th~ 

country, etc. It was a poison da1t of a 

nature which earned the contempt of the 

Jewish readers of the paper and of the 

intelligent section of its Gentile readers . 

It did little to hurt the campaign in 

which the honour of South African 

J ewry was involved. 

May I advise the assimilated editor of 

the most largely circulated weekly news

paper in South Africa to refrain from 

making vapid quips against a peopk 

w horn he has deserted. Let me assure 

him that the superior attitude he adopts, 

does not diminish in any way the recog

nition of him by thousands of his read<'r ~ 

throughout the country as the Jewish 

editor. 
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The Right Moment. 

One of the most pleasant and impor
tant incidents of the Weizmann visit to 
South Africa-outside of the Keren 
Hayesod itself- has undoubtedly been th" 
conferring of an honorary degree by· th0 
University of the Witwatersrand. In 
this manner honour has been done to a 
worthy and distinguished visitor- a dis
tinction that has reflected on the Jewi sh 
people in this country. 

The action of the University authori
ties \\·as a fine gesture on the part of the 
11011-J ewish section of th Rand com
m unit • and it i in no spirit of diminu 
tion of ou1· appreciation, when I 
intimate that it did not come entirely· of 
itself. An initial hint was thrown out. 
I am happy to feel that that hint was 
taken up wit'h enthusiasm and led to so 
splendid a result. 

Let me, therefore, here record the 
community's gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. 
Max Geffen, who were the originato1·s 
f the idea and who threw out thP 

initial hint to the University authorities. 
In the fine im1n·ession made by the car
rying out of the noble ceremony and thr~ 
general throwing out of the Jewish chest 
in pride, the imaginative action of the 
Geffens in nursing and cultivating the 
idea-and acting at the right moment
should not be lost sight of. 

Russians. 

I noticed during the first performance 
of "La Chauve Souris" in Johannes
burg that the audience was composed, to 
a considerable extent, of Russians . It 
interested me to discover that there were 
so many of this ilk in the Golden City. 
I listened with interest to the hum of th~ 
Russian guttural sounds as they left the 
lips of well aressed men and women. Ac:; 

I studied the faces of those around me, 

I became aware that whilst these folk 

were Russians, they were also mainly· 

Jews. It would not be wrong to state 

that of the Russians present that evening 

only about one per cent. was non-Jewish 

This has all marle me wonder as to 

how these Russians of the Jewish persua

sion in South Africa occupy themselves 

socially. They evidently must 
move in a particular circle 
of their own, for it is obvious 
that they take no interest in 
local Jewish matters. 

Some time ago a Russian 
· Circle existed in Johannes

burg. At its functions people 
g\lthered for the purpose of 
hearing Russian spoken and 
producing Russian plays. 
The Circle is now extinct, 
although there has been an 
increase in the Russian-Jew
ish colony in Johannesburg. 
Very few of the Russian
speaking Jews here have 

shown any inclination to support our 
national movement. 

It would be interesting if someone were 
to make a closer study of this strangt> 
ph_en~me~on of a Russian-Jewish colony 
existrng m the Golden City-the mem
bers of which, whilst mostly opposed to 
the present Soviet reg-ime stilJ feed 
spiritually upon Russia and refm;e to 
connect their fate with the ancient racf' 
from wh_ich they have sprung. 

'' Ha-Chalutzim." 

An intere::;ting iierformancp was re
cently giv n by tnc Manhattan Symphony 
Orchestra in New York, when it ren
dered fo1· the first time "lla-Chalutzim" 
- an overtun• compo ·ccl by .Abraham 
Binder. The work was written as the 
result of the composer's vi~it to Pales
tine. 

. Ii was first performed in July, rn:n, 
m Tel-Aviv, under the direction of the 
composer, by the Palestme Symphonic 
Ensemble. The opening section pic
tures dawn in Palestine and the Jews 
at prayer. The populace stirs and with 
i~ is heard a Yemenite .Jew ~inging on 
his way to work. This brings us to a 
c~imax, which introduces one of the prin
cipal themes, depicting the Chalutzim 
who, with their brawn and might anrl 
undying enthusiasm, are rebuilding their 
homeland. There is also heard those 
who are building the land spiritually and 
with it all there is joy. The last section 
pictures a recreation scene in the even
ing in one of the new colonies in Emel: 
Jezreel, wltere two groups are trying i/) 

dance the Palestinian dance, "Hora." 
One group opposes the other with two 
different tunes, until finally the tune 
known as "Nigun Bialik» triumph~. 

It would be interesting for some Zion
ist society to send for the s~ore of this 
overture, so that it can be performed by 
one of our well-known orchestras such 
as the Durban or Capetown combina
tions. 

I. Zangwill. 

Andrew Lang-the great English 
litterateur-once wrote to Zangwill ask
ing him to ap!>ear in a benefit entertain
ment. He received the immediate anrl 
locanic answer: 

"If A. Lang will, I. Zangwill." 


