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Life and Works of Maimonides 

Women Zionists Addressed by Rev. Shrock 

· ,·iew of the imminent celebration of the 
ight hundredth anniversary of that 

at mediaeval Jewish Rabbi and philo
her, Moses l\iaimonides, a timely and at
tiYe lecture on the life and achievement; 
the Rambam was delivered by the Hev. 

T. Shrock, B.A., before a largely
nJed gathering of the Women's Zionist 
gue on Tuesday afternoon last at the 
gham Hotel. Mrs. B. Reinhold presided. 

vious to Mr. Shrock's address, Miss 
Reinhold appealed to those present to 

rt the ''Purim Carnival," which is be
rganised by the Zionist Youth Council. 
ere was a Talmudical saying that 
I was never widowed," said Rev. 
k referring to the various centres of 
h' culture throughout the ages. Parti
Y <o was the case during the sixth
centuries when renown~d academies 

their habitation in Babylon. Later on 
ha l to meet with conditions which led 

flouri hing· state of Jewish leam:ng 
in. 

laimonides, that renowned 
r) of the .Middle ges, wa~ born at 

\a on 14 Nisan, 485!>-March 30, 1135 
a time when the fortunes of Spanish 

were, indeed, dark. The Almohades, 
atical Moslem sect, had threatened the 

e of the Jews there, and many a 
ad to choose either Islam or death or 

. Thu~ it came about that Maimonides 
hi family had to leave Cordova in 
, journeying first to Fez, then to Pales-

and finally settling at Fostat (old 
). It was at Cairo that Maimonides, 

rt from being an outstanding figure 
ng his fello\';-J ews, was also the 
cian to the famous Sultan Saladin's 
hold. 
ter detailing the genealogy and the 
·ng of .Maimonides' father, the speaker 
attention to the early career as well 
rk of the Rambam, notably on the 

A Musicale 
The Sisterhood of the Johannes

Jewish Reform Congregation 
arranged a Musicale to take 

e at the Langham Hotel on 
ay. 1\Iarch 19th, at 8.30 p.m. 
Jean Gluckmann (contralto), 

Leonid Birsen (violinist), Mrs. 
Iorrison (soprano), Reuben 

l:M!rg ('cellist), and the choir of 
ngregation, under the direction 

Ir. J. Idelsohn, will contribute to 
rogramme. 
e function is under the patron
of the Mayor and Mayoress of 
nesburg. 

PCRIM BALL 
the auspices of the United Zionist 

t Party a grand Purim Ball will be 
t~e Selborne Hall on Wednesday, 
1~"t. Al. Benjamin's Personal Or
~ 111 be attendance. An enjoyable 

a.sure.I. 

Jewish Calendar and Logic, which presaged 
the future activities of the illustrious 
author of "The Guide to the Perplexed." Es
pecially, at the age of twenty-.five, when 
he wrote in Arabic a meaningful epistle on 
Jewish apostasy in Islamic countries, did 
Maimonides first secure the attention of the 
Jewish world as to his merits of author
ship. In 1168, there appeared his first monu
mental work Off the Pentateuch, which was 
penned in Arabic. Also, in the lattt!I· lan
guage, there was issued, in 1172, i1is mas
terly letter to the Yemenite Jews, who to 
express their gratitude for his services on 
their behalf, have incorporated his name in 
the Kaddish in their prayer-books. 

Explaining at length the systematic con
ception of law, ethical and theological 
theories propounded in Maimonides' 
"Mishna," "Mishna Torah" and "l\.loreh 
Nebukim," Rev. Shrock showed how the 
Rambam attempted to reconcile the idea:> 
of Aristotle with that of Judaism. After 
his death, December 13, 1204, strong hos
tility for a while wa. e\'inced against l\lai
monidc.' teachings. 

A man of prodigious industry, he, while 
as the Sultan's physician, wrote much on 
medicine, astronomy, and responsa. His 
earnestnesR, deep knowledge, tolerance (es
pecially to the Karaites) and genius had 
won for him an enduring place in the his
tory of his people. Equally renowned in 
Lhe non-Jewish circles of his age, many of 
his volumes were translated into diven-e 
tongues shortly after his death. Above all, 
he taught the world that Judaism had 
nothing to fear from other cultures-a fac
tor which was of value to-day when per
using his writings. 

After Mrs. M. Jacobson had proposed a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Shrock for his il
luminating address, the meeting concluded 
·with the singing of Hatikvah. 

Randfontein' s "Grand Purim 

Ball" 

IN AID OF DCNAM DRIVE 

The Randfontein Zionist Association will 
hold a "Grand Purim Ball, Bridge Drive 
and Rummy" on Saturday, the 23rd inst., 
at the Robinson Hall, Randfontein. The af
fair is being organised in aid of "The 1935 
Dunam Drive," and it is hoped that many 
will be present on that enjoyable occasion. 
Alec Benjamin's Personal Orchestra will be 
in attendance. 

Address by Adv. Bertha Solomon 

Under- the auspices of the Parktown 
branch of the Johannesburg Women's 
Zionist League, a social function will be 
held at the residence of lYirs. J. Goodman, 
17 St. Andrew's Road, Parktown, on Mon
day, March 18, at 3 p.m. On this occasion 
Adv. Bertha Solomon,~ M.P.C., will deliver 
an address. Miss Jean Gluckman will sing. 

NOTICE TO 'THE JEWI H 
PUBLIC. 
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The Jewish public is hereby notified 
that 

MR. L. MALAMED, 
Wine and Spirit Merchant, 

P.O. Box 2656 - - CAPETOWN, 
is the only manufacturer of Wine 
and Brandies as Kosher, under 
the supervision and control of the 

local Beth Din. 
On behalf of the Beth Din, 

B. CHIDECKEL, 
Hon. Secretary. 

N.B.-Please note, that each bottle 
bought as Kosher Le Pesach must 
bear a label with the signature of 

Rabbi M. Ch. Mirvish. 

Habonim Purim Service 
s plendid Purim service for Hahonin 

will be held at the Rcrea Synagogue on 
Monday nc t, the 18th inst., at G.30 p.m. 
Th l{pv. A. T. Shrocl ( Hav. I abonim) 
will address the cong·1~gation. Th i\layor 
and Mayoress have accepted the invitation 
to be present at the celn\Jration of thi 
festival. 

After the service, Hahonim and othf'r 
children will adjourn to the adjoining: hall 
for Homentashen and other refre.shrn.cnt~ . 

The Union of Jewish \Yomen i: organi -
ing a Masque Rall in order to endow a cot 
for the Crippled Children's Home. Thi 
'vill take place at the Carlton Hotel on 
\Vednesday, April 10, and is under di -
tinguished patronage. 

Witwatersrand Jewish Aged 
Home 

SOME RECE~ 'T ACTIVITIES 

The monthly ;\eeting of the ¥/litwaters
rand Jewish Aged Home was held on Sun
day afternoon last. The hon. life president 
of the institution, Mr. I. Heymann, pre
sided. 

It was reported that during the month 
there had been one admission and two 
deaths, the total number of inmates now 
being 111, 83 men and 28 women. The Feb
ruary revenue included special donations of 
£100 from Messrs. Schneier and London, and 
£50 from Mr. Sam Kruger (both received 
per Mr. I. Heymann), and £119 sundry be
quests. During the month a "fare well tea" 
was given at the Home to Mr. P. Myers, a 
member of the committee, on the occasion 
of his departure for Europe and Pale tine, 
at which a presentation was made to .Mr. 
Myers by the president, on behalf of the 
committee. The annual meeting of the Ger
miston branch aid society will be helrl on 
Sunday, the 24th inst., and will be attended 
by members of the central executive. 

The committee would be grateful for 
gifts of clothing for the old inmate , e. -
pecially for the men. Gifts can be sent to 
the Home, Louisa Street, Doornfontein, and 
will be gratefully acknowledged. 
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