
26 T H E Z I 0 N I S T R E C 0 R D. May 17, 1935. 

A BOOK ON THE BEILISS TR I AL S.A' s. Largest Jewish Hotel 
"THE JJECAY OF CZARISil1," Bu Alex

ander B. Tager. Is.c,•aed bu the Jewish 
Publication Society of America. Phila
delphia. 

DESPITE its title, this ably-docm.nented 
book deals mostly with the famous Men

del Beiliss case of some two generations 
ago. It describes in detail the unique trial 
of the innocent Mendel Beiliss in the Rus
sian courts during the last years of the 
very reactionary Cza.rist regime. The c~se, 
it will be remembered, aroused at the time 
world-wide interest on account of the 
wholly unwarranted charge of ritual murder 
laid against an innocent Jewish worker. "_No 
historian of the last years of Russian 
Czarism will be able to pass by this affair," 
writes the author, who is a jurist of dis
tinction, and "no political leader can aff ~rd 
to ignore it in his endeavour. to becom_e. m
formed of all the monstrosities of. pohtical 
i·eaction and national hatred which were 
possible under the autocratic regime of Czar 
Nicholas H." 

The work, one may say in the passi?g, 
is largely based on new evidence concern.mg 
the Governmental machinations of the time 
in order to promote wide-spre~d ant~
J ewish feeling throughout Russia. This 
factual matter has been obtained by the 
author after much research into the special 
a1·chives which were thrown open to the 
public at large as soon as the Soviet auth
orities took over the government control. 

Here \Ve have the famous story in full. It 
was based on the activities of a certain 
gang- of murderers led by a denizen of the 
underworld, Vera Cheberiak, who was re
sponsible for the murder in March, 1911, of 
a little Russian boy, Andrei Yustshinsky, in 
the outskirts of Kiev. At the time that this 
murder was committed, as we now learn 
from the substantial evidence submitted in 
this book, the then Russian Government was 
vehementlv fulminating a programme of a 
country-wide: political, social anJ economic 
agitation hf~niuf-'t liberal clements and, par
ticularly, a gain st Jews. lt is good to know 
at first hand the startling facts connected 
with the ca. c m; well as the particular ten
den ic of the tim , f r th "N 'W York 
'rim . " dl clar d on th , occasion of 1 ndel 
U iliss' death in .1.Te'v York in Hl"J, that 
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".No greater judicial farce has ever been 
acted than the Beiliss trial. The Russian 
Government used every power and strata
gem to arouse Russia and the world 
against the J ews and the defendant, and 
paid no heed to the facts in the case." 

With this orientation in mind, the inno
cent Mendel Beiliss, who was an employee of 
a brick factory in Kiev, was arrested and 
indicted for the murder. Despite all efforts 
by tne contemporary ruling powers to se
cure a "legal" conviction, the Kiev jury 
'acquitted Beiliss on October 28, 1913. 

Another attraction to "The Decay of 
Czarism," apart from· the informative ap
pendices, are the authentic photostatic re
productions of the official communications 
which passed among the high Russian of
ficials connected with the affair. These 
documents, to be sure, are an eloquent tes
timony of the amazing story of conspiracy 
and racial hatred which marked every phase 
of the trial itself. Alexander B. Tager cer
itainly deserves our thanks and commenda
tion for issuing such a work, which is op
portune in view of similar nefarious acti
vities in present-day Hitlerist Germany and 
elsewhere. 

S.R. 

Musical Society's Concert 
Some brilliant playing of Grieg and 

Cesar Franck music was heard on W ednes
day night at the Selborne Hall, by Michael 
Dore, violinist, and Miss Aida Lovell, 
pianist. It was a Johannesburg Musical 
Society concert. 

Mr. Dore, who is the conductor of the 
Colosseum Orchestra, is an accomplished 
musician and a violinist of outstanding 
quality. He brings forth a rich tone from 
his instrument. The piano work of Miss 
Lovell was of a distinguished character and 
the recital of these two artists gave great 
pleasure to a discerning and appreciative 
audience. 

The singing of Mrs. Rita Weigert was 
greatly appreciated. Miss Marjory Starke 
accompanietl in her usual able and unob
trm;i ve manner. 

Spri gs Women Zionists 
'l'h" Women's Zionist League recently held 

a succes ful musical afternoon at the res-· 
d nee of Mrs. S. Epstein. 

An inh resting paper on the history of 
present-day Zionism was read by Mrs. 
Freda Kapelus. Miss Doris Lipson, a well
known local elocutionfSt, recited some de
lightful pieces, while Miss Golda Miller ren
dered some fine piano solos. 

Mrs. Albert Kapelus read some current 
news-items of Jewish and Zionist interest. 

Mrs. S. Epstein ptoposed the vote of 
thanks to all those who helped to make the 
afternoon a pleasant one. 

The next function of the society is to be 
a card afternoon, which will be held at Mrs. 
Crouse's residence on the 27th inst. 

MEYERTON COLLEGE 
Meyerton, Transvaal. 

5 Minutes from Station 
Phone 4. 

BOARDING SCHOOL FOR 
JEWISH BOYS AND GIRLS. 

Grades to Matriculation, including 
Hebrew (Free). All Modern Con-
veniences; Swimming Bath; Exten-

sive Grounds; all Sports, etc. 
FEES MODERATE. 

Backward Children Accepted. 
Principal: ~fr. J. Nieman, F.C.P., 
B.A. Hons. (Wits.), M.A., L.C.P., 

L.S.C.E. 

HOTEL CARMEL 
OLD FORT ROAD 

DURBAN 
Every room has a private balcony. 
Kitchen under European supervision. 
Spacious Lounges. Personal attention. 

Lift to all floors. 
Convenient to all Beach attractions 
and Golf Course. Right opposite 

Bathing. 

TERMS MODERATE. 
Props.: Mr. & Mrs. Woolf Smith. 

The South African T almudical 
College 

A "SHILLING DAY" ARRANGED. 

Under the auspices of the committee, a 
meeting of women interested in the pro
gress of the South African Talmudical Col
lege was held at the residence of Mrs. J. 
Frame, on Tuesday, the 14th inst. 

Mr. L. Feldberg, chairman for the even
ing, in welcoming the gathering, stressed 
the importance of the meeting. The object 
was to establish a committee of women d 
voted to the upbuilding of the South A r -
can Talmudical Coffege. The immediate aim 
of the meeting was to arrange a Shilling 
Day Collection, '"'hich would relieve the fin
·rncial difficultie. of the institute. 

Rabbi I. l'o. owsk~ cmphasi d th valu 
of the college as an institute for higher 
education and called upon the ladies to form 
a committee for the purpose of increasing 
the membership. 

It was decided to elect a temporary com
mittee to arrange the collection. Mrs. J. 
F'rame was elected chairlady, Mrs. S. Kar
pelowsky, vice-chairlady, Mrs. F. Cohen, 
treasurer. Committee: Mesdames H. Fried
land, Rosensweig, A. Smith, S. Kretzmer, 
and J. Katz. 

PHONE 33-7378. 

& CONFECTIONERS 

We are the Finest Pastry Cooks 
and Specialise for Jewish 

Clientele. 

CALL AND SEE OUR FINE 
VARIETY OF DELIGHTFUL 

CAKES, etc. 

Address : 145b JEPPE STREET 
(diagonally opp. Plaza), 

JOHANNESBURG. 

FASTEST LIFTS in South Africa are by WAYGQQD-Q TIS 
Z.2. 


