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Art and Music in 

Johan11esburg 

Miss Bertha Egnos 

Concert in Aid of Kensington Syna~gue. 

A FINE musical and varie~y ent~rtai~
ment is assured at His MaJesty s 

Theatre on Thursday evening, the 18th inst. 
A galaxy of artists is being assembled. by 
Miss Bertha Egnos, the well-known Jazz 
pianist. She is being assisted by Harold 
Rabinowitz and selections will be played by 
both these artists on two pi~nos. 

Mr. Jeff Allan, who is in charge of the 
humorous side of the programme, will pre
sent a number of sketches. Charlie Berman 
and his personal orchestra are having 
special novelty numbers, while Miss Muriel 
Hosenberg has trained the ballet. 

Amongst other local artists Louis Sacks, 
Lya Youngelson and Mike Abel will enter
tain with songs, while Gertie Schneider and 
Sadie Regal are amongst the dancers. Baby 
Yvette Brown, who ha oelighted so many 
audience., i; ill aL o f a tu re on the pro
gramme, while Brue nderson, William 
Matthews an.d,.. Hilda Harries, w ll-known to 
Johannesbm·g audience , have also kindly 
consented to rive their services. 

This excellent concert is being arranged 
by Miss }<,gnos in aid of the building fund 
of the projected Kensington Synaj.l;ogue. An 
energetic committee, under Mrs. M. 
Nathanson, is busily engaged in selling tic
kets for the concert and making all the 
necessary arrangements. 

Johannesburg Symphony 
Society 

Next Concert on Wednesday. 

On Wednesday, June 17, the Johannes
burg Symphony Society will present an all
Beethoven p1·ogramme at the Wanderers 
Hall. Cav. Lorenzo Danza will be the soloist 
in the famous "Emperor" concerto, the 
other orchestral items being the great 
Leonore No. 3 Overture and the Symphony 
No. 8. 

The orchestra of 50 players, led by Mr. 
1\1. Weinbrenn, will be under the baton of 
Mr. Joseph Trauneck. 

The idea of devoting a whole concert to 
Beethoven works is a happy one and should 
attract a large number of music lovers. 
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Interesting Modern Music 

THE concert given by Mr. Rodriguez
Lopez, the local representative of the 

Society for the Exchange of Contemporary 
Music, held at the residence of Dr. M. M. 
Suzman on Friday last, was the third of 
an interesting and enlightening series 
which, it is hoped, will become a definite 
feature of Johannesburg musical life. 

This particular programme was devoted 
to the works of Netherlands composers. Mr. 
Lopez gave an introductory talk on the 
development of Nether lands music since the 
fifteenth century, and preceded each item 
by a few well-chosen explanatory remarks. 

Among the pianoforte items were Hans 
de Boch's "Grave of Elizabeth;" a dance 
from Leo Smit's Suite, "A-Z;" an original 
sonatina by 'Villem Pyper and "Six Views 
on the Fugi Yama" by B. van den Sigten
horst-Meyer. All these were delivered in 
Mr. Lopez's ll!asterly style, and particu
larly in the last-named item his fine, modu
lated tonal effects were most impressive. 

Madame Anny Lambrechts charmed the 
appreciative gathering by her fine render
ings of a varied programme. Her voice is 
deep and cultured, and her delivery wonder
fully restrained. Yet the interpretations 
of the different forms of songs, ranging 
from a sacred composition by Willem 
Pyper, to Hans de Bach's "Morgenstern 
Lieder" and "Humoresques," swayed the 
audience from mood to mood, culminating 
in the exquisite rendering of the Mahler 
songs, which concluded a most enjoyable 
musical evening. 

The next concert will take place on July 
12. Compositions by Tansman, Mil
haud, Medtner, Dohnanyi and de Falla will 
be performed. The programme will include 
a concerto for t\vo violins, works for the 
flute and pi an of orte solos. 

B. s. 

Ryss-Hirschland Recital 
AN interesting programme was presented 

on Wednesday evening at the Seib-Orne 
Hall by Madame Olga Ryss, the gifted 
singer, and Heinz Hirschland, the \vell
known pianist. 

Madame Rvss was heard in a series of 
German, Itaiian, Russian, French and 
Spani. h song·, and in all of these she 
<lemonstrated arti try and poli h. This 
singer has a fine quality in her delightful 
soprano voice mid her apvearance on th 
local cone rt platform is always welcomed. 
She was ably accompani d by Ir. Heinz 
Hirschland. 

This piani t again demonstrate I himself 
to be a se ·ious performer. He gave an 
excellent Tendering of Beethoven's famous 
sonata and the Papillons by Schumann. A 
pleasing addition to his programme was an 
encore-a delightful little composition en
titled "The Prophet Bird" which he 
rendered with rare delicacy. His Rach
maninoff and Debussy items were keenly 
enjoyed. 
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A Famous Comedian Arrives 

Joseph Plaut to Give a Uecital in 
Johannesburg. 

A most interesting recent arrival is 
Joseph Plaut, famous until lately in Ger
many as a great comedian in the Ruth 
Draper manner. 

He delighted his audience on Wednesday 
evening last at the Mother City, when he 
gave his first recital in this country with 
the Capetown Orchestra. Plaut has a strik
ing personality and a rare persuasive charm 
on the platform. He is an impersonator par 
excellence. From his first item, the audi
ence realised that the artist combined a 
c0,1summate technique with a most sensi
tive appreciation of the human values im
plicit in every situation. 

He also delighted his audience with a 
group of recitation in which th ;vh l 
range of motions ;vas displayed. He ren
dered ome charncter songs which sh wed 
him to be a shrewd ob erver of life. Plaut 
has a fin economy of style and his vivid 
impr1 s ionistic work places him as a star 
of high rank. The a1 tist is shortly arriving 
in .Johann sburg an his first r cital he1e 
i · being looked f 01 ;vard to \ ith inter st. 

l\l 1'. Plaut is a brother of l\lrs. Saphra, 
the well-known communal and social 
w01 ker. 

Fine 'Cello laying 
Miss Hetty Pack with the .A.B.c. 

Sym1>hony Orchestra. 

SOME gifted violincello playing was 
heard on Tuesday night at the con

cert of the A.B.C. Symphony Orcher..-ra 
when Miss Betty Pack was the visiting 
artist. Miss Pack showed herself to be 
an excellent technician with a fine con
trol over her instrument. 

The orchestra, under the able direction 
of Mr. Jerry Schulman, gave a splendid 
rendering of the romantic concerto for 
'cello and orchestra in B Minor by Dvorak. 
This work is rarely heard and is full of 
difficult and intricate passages which the 
orchestra ably covered. As soloist, Miss 
Pack showed herself capable of fine phras
ing, excellent tone and some splendid bow
ing. She is certainly to be congratulated 
on her remarkably fine performance. 

During the early part of the programme 
the orchestra gave an interesting perform
ance of Delius' symphonic poem "Brigg 
Fair." This proved to be an artistic 
rendering of a most unique work. The 
overture by Sullivan "Overture di Ballo" 
opened one of the most interesting fort
nightly concerts of the A.B.C. orchestra. 
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