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Opening of the Liberman 
Cape Town 

Institute 
. 
Ill 

Bequest to the Coloured Co11i111unity. 

(F1·ou1 .1. Special Co1TeHponde11t) 

A LAH.GE and disti1~guished gath_e~·-· 
ing, represent&twe of the c1ti

zens, University staff and soc;al wor
ker~~ of Capetown, assern bled at th<>. 
Hyman Liberman Institute on 'Thurs
day afternoon to receive the Report 
of the Management Committee for the 
period April, 1934, to May, 1937. 

The Institute is a source of par-
, Ucular pride to Jewry as the late Mr. 

Hyman Liberman, some time Mayor 
of Capetown, a man who knew and 
svmpathis2d w;U1 the needs of the 
l'Oloured people, left a bequest in his 
will fo1· the establishment of a read
ing room in District Six. For several 
vears there wa8 no satisfacto1 y way 
;,f using this bequest, but at last, 
with th2 Rev. A. P. Bender's help, 
ways and means of doing so were de
vised. A suitable building· was found, 
the City Council voted an annual 
grant and on April 1!llh, 1!)34, the 
Hyman Liberman Institute was for
rn·lllv opened by Mr. L. G1·adner, then 
Mayor of Capetown, and the first 
P1 c-:-;ident of the Institute. A Com
mittee und~r the chairmanship of Mr. 

. Lib'-'1 man was responsible for the 
11rnnag·ernPnt of the Institute. 

Th" (nstitule now boasts of a large 
libt ary, the reading room of which is 
in frequent use, .t J.. ·ur. cry School, an 
afternoon play centre for children, 
dasses in physical culture, dress
making, sewing and llomestic science, 
and a bovs' club. In addition, th'-' In
stitute serves as a social centre for 
dabates, theatrical nncl c0111mm1al 
evenings. 

l\l r. A. Liberman, who presided, 
\"'t>komi.•d those pre:;ent. and . aid that 
this wa. the first public meeting 

th ni 1 n i:v h1 
I Jru, tt111I d 11 iug- lit 1l (J I itid h 

sue f'SS of the Institute had far ex
t' t>ded the <> p<>ctations of those who 
had foundr d it. HP naid tribut to the 
dev ted se1 vice of ti1e Hon. Organi er, 
MrR. 1\1. 0Y"1hcek. and th Hon. War
nen, P1·ofe or }<~. Batson, of the De
p<. tnwn of 8o<'ia1 Scienc of th" 

COLOSSEU:\1 THE THE 
ATTRACTIONS. 

Fernand Gravet, a new screen star, 
1rn1kes his debut ii1 "Romance in 
P.aris"-a delightful French re ·ue 
with Joan Blondell and Edward 
Everett Horton in the supporting 
rolc~s. Afte1· the run of "Romance in 
Paris,'' Colosseum audiences will have 
the opportunity of seeing Rider Hag
gard's immortal story ''Ving Solo
mon's Mines," which has been brought 
to the screen bv Gaumont-British, and 
parts of which \vere filmed near 
Bietermaritzburg. Sir Cedric Hard
wicke has the chief role as Allan 
Quartermain and he is well sup
ported by a large cast including Paul 
Robeson. 

Values m 
CRYSTAL GLASS WARE 

GiaRs CryRtal, Roo;e Pattern. Finest Hand 
Cut. Marvellous Value. 
I•'rnit Ba~l:et, £4/4/- fo1· . . . . £1 10 0 
Rending Lam11s, £3/3/-, fo1· . . . . 1 5 O 
Fruit DiRhes, £1/10/-, fo1· . . • . . . 0 15 0 
Flower Bowls. £2/2/-, fot· . . . . 1 2 6 
Vase:;, in all sizes an,] sha11°s, from 0 3 6 
8weet DiRhes, 15/- and . . . . . . . . 0 6 6 

The French Ha.ird1·e!=!sing S.RloonR, Ltd., 
68, President Street, Johannesburg. 

Univ<•rsity <Jf Capetown, to the C'ity 
Counril for their annual gTant, and 
for a ~um of money voted for the 
er:::ction of a new building on an ad
joining site which had been pur
chased by the Liberman Trust, and to 
Mr. Bender whose inspiration had 
brought the Institute into being. 

Mr. P. M. Beneke presented the re
port of the Institute. 

Mr. W. C. Foster, Deputy-Mayor .. of 
Capetown, expressed pleasure at the 
work achieved by the Institute since 
its inception, and referred to the late 
Mr. H. Liberman as the man who 
"blazed the trail for the intellectual 
and cultural emancipation of colour·ed 
C'i tizens." 

8ir Carruthers Beatti'-', Principal of 
the University of Capetown and Vice
President of ·the Institute, also paid 
homage to the late Hyman Liberman 
who had laid the foundation for this 
great public service. 

"Hyman Liberman was a .!!.Teat 
South African, a man of deeds and 
few words. The man who helped on 
the idt>a and saw that it wa:-; trans
lated into fact. was Mr. Bender. Mr. 
Bender and the Liberman family 
will be remembered in this town 
for generations to come," said Sir 
Carruthers. 

Sir Carruthers concluded his ad
dress with a strong plea for the com
JlUlsory education of all sections of 
th~ community. 

At the conclusion of the m 'eting 
tea wa served in the Li brat y in 
which stand: a bust of the lat 
Hyman Liberman, prei::ent"'d lo the 
Tnstitutc bv Councillor A. J . .i\fac~ 
Callum, I\1.P. 

Tempie Israel Children's 
Congregation 

S11~cial children's Hig-h Holyday 
Pervices a1 e to be held at 'remple 
Israel on the mornings of Rosh Has
hanah and Yorn Kippm· from D a.m. 
till 10 a.m. On each day, the rabbi 
is to deliver a sermon, and he will be 
assisted by the choir and the children 
arc due to take active part in the ser
vice. All children are welcome. 

Y eoville Literarv Society 
The abov~ society held an enjoy

able function at the residence of Mrs. 
S. Tollman on the 11th ult. Mrs. 
Schatz presided. A welcome was ex
tended to the speakers, Mrs. Fred
man, Mrs. Levy and Mrs. Soreson, 
who read papers in a symposium Q!! 
Jewi. h hi tory. The addresses were 
well received and keenly enjoyed. 

A BOOK OF SYNAGOGUE 
Fine New Work by Distinguished 

F ROM Palestrina and De Lasso, 
through to Bach and Verdi, the 

Catholic Church service has inspired 
major masterpieces in sacred music, 
and the Church of Rome, in earlier 
days a generous patron of the arts, 
can boast of a Dach B Minor mass 
and frescoes by Michael Angelo 
which are among the world's trea
sures. Not only the Church of Rome, 
but others have had a strong influ
ence on the art., not the least of 
these influences being that exercised 
on the art of music. 

The Hebrew liturgy cannot boast 
of \vealthy patrons or an influence 
on the art of the great composers, 
and one cannot find a Beethoven D 
Minor mass influenced bv the Heb
rew text. An isolated example by 
Bach on the text "Eili Eili" has no 
relationship with the dirge of that 
name which we know so well. 

There are many reasons to account 
for the lack of major works in the 
literature of the synagogue. Not the· 
texts, but the nature of the service, 
with its insistence on the .domi1rnnce 
of the chazan have much to do with 
this. The lack of accompaniment too 
confinsd the l itur,gy within rather 
narrow limits, and the small part 
played by the choir and the total ab
sence of organ accompaniment hin
dered any gro\\"th in the western 
sense and certainly did nothing to 
enlarge th2 forms used. 

We must consider then the liturgy 
of the synagogues in relation to 
sacred music only as a limited form, 
and not in comparison with that of 
other religions, which ranges from 
Moody and Sanky to the Missa 
Solemnis. Apart from the flagrantly 
obvious borrowings of some cantors, 
who did not balk at intoning- a 
Veshomrn to the tune of an operatic 
air, the earlier collections showed 
little originality and it was left to 
I Ii 11 11 1 i h ii I 
ih i th I tlti11 jJHtl. . 01 I I l 1111. 

Sulzer anu I .evandowski brought a 
new dignity to chazones and cai1 he 
counted as th<> da sicists in this field. 
Th<•y wf'a1· \\ell, d'-'spite th ·ir aca
df'nl.iciRm, \·hich suggests strongly 
tl!t> lamp of G rman romantic har
mony. Outstanding among modern 
rccitati\·es are tho:;;:e of W isser. 
Hosowskv and most important of all, 
Solomon' }{ozu;nni, of Odessa. 'I hese 
are notable for their freshness of 
melody, faithfuln2ss to tlw tt>xt, and 
modern outlook. 

Newest addition to these i. Tefiloth 
Chagy, a welcome contribution to _a 
select library. Known and loved m 
America and Africa as an incompar
able chazan and a peerless singer of 
folksongs, Chagy here gives proof. of 
his innate musicianship, a quality 
rare in singers and almost non f'st in 
chazzanim. This work invites compari
son from two viewpoints, that of the 
musician and that of the lover of 
synagogue music. 

[Photo by Go 1 

CANTOR B. CH AG 

From the musician's viewpo: 
have melos triumphant, alwa h 
ing and singable, free of clichf 
with a freeuom of rhythm whic 
stitutes a rare feat in syn 
music. Anotht'r virtue is that tli t 

mony inJwrent in ca<len e 
gression can be ~trongly ·~ 
enrichf!s what must of ne 
un unsuppo1·tul vocal line wi 
\\"P.alth of 1we1 tone .. 

i ] Ip Jt ' 
view th adh 1 ence to the nut 
th twofold merit of being 
to tradition without losing tha 
of indivi<lualit 1 which the 
muc::t look for and prize. 

l• rom a hort Yismecho, pe 
it» bravit\' and proportion 
hiumplwnt Adonoi Moloch, 
ilorid Hashkivt>inu, a 
I'idu::;h, a noble Av Hor 
right through the distinguis 
umf', Chagy shown a fertility 
vcntion, a happy turn of phr:ii 
an aptitude for augmenti 
h ightening- the mood of a t 
shows him to have an inspi 
scholarly p<'n. The work ~et 
high level for others to aim 
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NEW SEASON SALT HERRING 
HAVE NOW ARRIVED. 

Also A1 ~cHOVIES, OLIVES, CUCUMBERS, RIGA SPRATTS, 
Etc., etc. 

UNIVERSAL SALAD 
The Cook's Best Friend. 

PATLANSKY BROS. 
P.O. Box 378 132 .J eppe Street 

JOHA1 NESBURG. 

OIL 
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RED DAISY TEA • 
IS Delicious and Refreshing. Try 


