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' the Radio 
fHE other evening, being 

somewhat irritated by 
the nature of the local prc
granm:e on my all-wave 
radio, I switched on to Len
don and was lucky enough to 
bear a most interesting pro-

Current 
Com1nunal 
Comn1ents 

An Old Journal 
QNE of tb8 brighter fea-

tures of German-J ewic:h 
life to-day is the remarkab~le 
?-"rowth of the Jewish press 
in that country. German 
Jewry is served by several 
excellent \veeklies which give 

gramme of Yiddish r'.nd He
brew folk music rendered by 
a very fine jnterpreter. 
I hav~ cften thought it 
range that whilst London 

can give its Jewish listeners 
a welcome treat now and 
then, we in South Africa 

·~1 1 ===II By "Hamabit" /l====l l==.!I 
a most thorough review of 
Jewish lif~ throughout the 
world. They are, howevP.r, 
l!andicapped by the Govern
men':;'s strict supervision 
over the press. 

rarely have the pleasure of listening 
an item of specifically Jewish 

lllllSic, yet it is well-known that there 
a large percentage of Jewish lis

teners here. 

I am, therefore, rather glad to 
wn that on Tuesday evening next, 

re will be broadcast from Johan
nesburg a programme of special in
rest to Jewish - l'steners. Tradi
onal Jewish melodies and folk songs 

be rendered by the A. Z. Idelson 
roup, who have made a special study 
this type of music. 

tis to be hoped that this is but 
beginning of a movement of 
asting Jewish music occasion

on the South African radio. I 
sure that quite a number of non
would al o appn•c·int1 u11iq1H 

addition lo the pre. ent pro-

'1 eminent French writer, 1\1. 
Marcel Thiebaut. recently wrote 
essay on Jewish idealism for the 

rl~ Paris," and his conclusi.ons 
deeply interesting. Thiebaut says 
the social philosophy of Isr~el 

11Sentially directed into the fu
while it is to the past that Jews 
•to fill their reservoir-; of 

passionate concern with the 
and deep attachment to the 

is responsible for a remoteness 
the uncertain present, and this 
Jewry particularly capable of 
ing great thinkers and ideal

because ideas and ideals are e~
lally outside of the present and 

the future, while they have 
foundations in the past. "Per
Bergson would never have con

his philosophy of time if he 
not been a J ew," M. Thiebaut de

"And perhaps Proust would 
e bve been the greatest romancer 
t time gone past if he had not 
- Wf J·ewish." J ewish thinkers, 
hllllains the French writer, achieve 
e ll'eatness of dealing with the 

and men in symbolic images, 
project them much further than 
who make a boast of confining 
lves to material things. 

substantiation of this belief that 
are more concerned than others 
a better future for the world I 
quote the late Israel Za~g

tho said: "Take from me the 
that I can change the future, and 

11 d go mad." 

IA~ Jewish newspapers 
have recently commemorated an 

The life of German Jews 
themselves occupy little interesting jubilee. It is now one 

hundred and fifty years since Kaiser 
Joseph the Second ordered that all 
Jewish citizens must assume sur
names. Before that elate, the vast 
number of Jews in· the Austrian Em
pire were known by their first names 
only. The religious people regarded 
the new decree as an incentive to as
similati~on. They disliked being known 
by their surnames and displayed a 
great deal of indifference towards the 
work of the special commission which 
the Kaiser appointed for the purpoL'"~ 
of fixing surnames for th~ "name
less." 

space in the German-Jewish weeklies 
and this perhaps is the reason wh; 
the centenary of the establishment of 

For this reason, the "com.mis 
sionaires" were often arbitrary in 
choosing names. Tlwy cl1 w, for in-

lat1 '(. upon th a11'rrwl world 
Tiger, Leibsohn, Wolfsohn, Fishman, 
Katz, Vogel, etc. When the animal 
l:st was ·exhausted, they took to 
botany-Kornfeld, Weingarten, Apfel
baum, Dlum, Kirsch, Rosenblum, 
Rosenbaum, Rosenfeld. 

Particularly great was the predi
cament of the "commissionaires" 
when they were ordered to avoid as 
much as possible, repetition of na:nes. 
It was then that they resorted to 
most ingenious designations. Any
thing that ·entered their minds was 
used as names; people were described 
by colours, by the hue of their eyes; 
by their occupations, viz.: Weiss, 
Green, Schwarz, Melamed, Kinder
lehrer, Schuster, Schneider, etc. 

Rather interesting, is it not? 

Minsky 
T H OSE of my co-religionists who 

have been brought up on Russian 
literature, will be sorry to hear of the 
death of N. M. Minsky. This unique 
personality was converted to Chr:s
tianity at a very young age and de
voted himself to mysticism. He con
sidered himself to be a sincere con
vert to Christianity and was treated 
with respect by all who knew him. 

Minsky became famous for h · s 
translation of the Iliad into Russian , 
which was considered the best of its 
kind. He has also written a drama 
entitled "The Siege of Tutshin." In 
this he gave a powerful clescript:on of 
Jewish heroism during the pogroms 
of Bogdan Chmielnicki in the 17th 
c,3ntury. The drama gives full expres
sion to the spirit of "kiddush 
hashem" and has been translated into 
Yiddish and Hebrew. Minsky spent 
his last days in Paris amongst the 
exiled Russian emigrees. 

the "Al · gememe Zeitung des 
~ud~ntums" was passed over almost 
m silence. 

The first number of this paper ap
peared on May 2, 1837. It was edited by 
Dr. Ludwig Filip. on, a man who, for 
over. 50 years had exercised the great
est mfluence on German Jewry. He 
~tarted the journal at a stormy period 
m the life of German Jews. Eman
cipation wa the most discussed topic 
of the time, and Reform Judaism was 
having a great struggle against the 
orthodox. F'ilipson disliked the ex
treme orthodox ancl the radical re
formers alik ~ and look d for <'Oil, tru ·
tiv " t nd n ·i' in ,J •wish life. Her 
his death, the paper was taken over 
by Professor Geiger. who was an ex
treme assimilation:st. He was suc
ceeded by Albert Katz, who tried to 
revive the old tradition of Filipson. 

The inflation period of 1922 
brought about the ruin of the paper, 
and it then ceased publ'.cation. The · 
"Algemeine Zeitung" is considered 
the most important source for mate
rial on the history of Western Jewry 
during the last hundred years. Its 
files give a full picture of Jewish 
emancipation, the development of 
Judaica, the spread of a11ti-Semitism, 
the rise of the J cwish nafr-11al move
ment and many other aspects of Jew

ish life. 

Fame 
J HEAR from a friend in America 

of an unique proJect now being 
inaugurated there. All Jewish sur
vivors of the wars in which the 
United States has fought will be in
vited to serve as members of a mon
ster j'IrY to select the names of the 
150 greatest Jewish patriots of 
Amer:can history from 1789 to 1939. 

The figure 150 was selected because 
that would provide one celebrity for 
·each of the 150 years of American 
history since the inauguration of 
George Washington as the first Pre
sident of the t;nited States, an event 
which the World Fair is intended to 

commemorate. 

A Rumour 
AN elderly Jew died at the ripe age 

of 90. His loving life-companion 
sat moaning at his bed-side. 

"Ah!" she murmured. "He was a 
good man throughout his life-a real 
t-:adik-but a klog Tzu mir, I was told 
at the ·wedding that he was a sickly 

man." 
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