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Women • 
Ill 

THERE comes a time when 
the finger of fate seems to 

reach down out of the heavens 
to some individual and to beck
on: "Come along with me . . . 
I have plans for you." Mr. 
Huberman played the "deus ex 
machina" last summer for 

ozens of musicians throughout 
urope. Among the 71 persons 

rho received a sudden call to 
.JOm the Palestine Orchestra 

ere seven young women. All 
the world to choose from, and 
· ust these seven! Who are they, 
and what are they like? 

When the orchestra conductor 
raises his baton, it is the re
markable ensemble that re
sponds, and individuals are only 
components of a perfect sym
phony of sound. The women are 
simply dressed in black and 
form part of the general picture. 
But off the stage, one can see 
that Alice Fenyves is blonde and 
slim, that Dea Gombrich is dark 
and vivavious, that Shulamith 

ilber has dusky hair and dark 
eyes, that Renee Galimer seems 
remarkably young for her long 
musical record. In fact, they all 
eem very youthful with a fine 

mixture of earnestness and 
o·aiety. And there is no doubt 
c: bout their joy and satisfaction 
il being part of a musical or-

nisation that has a future if 
t a past. 
Not one of them hesitated 

about accepting Mr. Huberman's 
invitation. There was no time 
for he~itation. He generally sug
o ted that they take the next 
boat. Dea Gombrich happened 
to be Switzerland when she re· 
ceived a letter asking her to 
meet Mr. Huberman in Basie for 
an audition. Could she arrange 
to leave in two weeks? Of 
course! even though she still 
had concerts scheduled in Brus-
els and London. In fact, she·did 
ot even have time to change 

the Palestine Orchestra 
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her dress before catching the 
train after her last concert in 
Queen's Hall, London. Miss Gom
brich is a pupil of Adolph Busch 
and has often played for the 
B.B.C. and for gramophone re
cords in addition to her concerts 
in European capitals. She plays 
first violin in the Palestine 
Orchestra. 

Miss Gombrich is enthusiastic 
about hel' experiences in Pales
tine, especially her contacts 
with the people in the villages. 
She has given concerts in Beth 
Alpha, Mishmar Haemek, Ain 
Hahoresh, Maabarot, Tel Amal, 
Dagania, and Ben Shemen, and 
she declares that she has never 
before met such marvellous 
people or played before such un
derstanding audiences. 

Alice Fenyves comes from 
Budapest, where she has had 
the distinction of being the only 
girl under the direct instruction 
of Hubay. She started her musi
cal education at the age of 
seven, and has received a mas
ter's and a professor's diploma 
from the Lizst Fenencz Aca
demy of Music in Budapest. Dur
ing her last three years at the 
Academy, she was leader of the 
Orchestra, and in 1931 she won 
the Municipal Prize. She was 
one of the pioneer soloists on the 
Budapest radio and has given 
concerts in Vienna, Czecho
Slovakia, Jugo-Slavia and Hun
gary. She has given command 
performances before members 
of the Royal Family in the 
palace in Budapest. 

In Palestine she has found 
little time for sight-seeing and 
social activities while rehearsals 
were in full swing. She has 
been keeping house for her 
young brother Lorand, who is 
perhaps the youngest member 
of any large orchestra. After 
one audition of this brilliant 
young violinist, Huberman in
sisted that he join it, despite the 

protest of his parents abou't his 
leaving home at 18. Now that his 
sister is with him, everyone is 
happy. They recently played to
gether on the radio some fine 
Hungarian compositions. 

Shulamith Silber hails from 
Tel-Aviv. Her parents came to 
this country from Russia in 
1906. She was giving concerts in 
Egypt at the age of eight. She 
studied in Paris with George 
Enesco. In 1932 she went to 
Vienna, where she won the Hon
our Prize in an International 
Violin Contest. She and her 
brother, Ben Ami Silber, who is 
also a member of the Orchestra, 
have been connected with the 
Paris Rroadcasting Orchestra. 

Another brother and sister 
who are members of the Pales
tine Orchestra are Renee and 
Felix Galimer. They have 
played all over Europe and 
Egypt and Palestine as mem
bers of the Galimer Quartet of 
Vienna. The Galimer Quartet 
consisted of two more sisters 
besides Renee and Felix. OnP 
of them is now in Paris, the 
other in America. Renee accom
panied Huberman when he gave 
his last performance in Vienna. 

Lotte Hammerschlag also 
comes from Vienna where she 
was leader of the Vienna Con
cert Orchestra. She is a gradu
ate of the Vienna Academy of 
Music. Dora Loeb was born in 
Cologne, and has been connec
ted with the "Judische Kultur
bund'' in Frankfurt A; M. Raja 
Berson has been living in Pal
estine for the last three years, 
but prnviously her home was in 
Roumania. · 

So we have representatives 
from Austria, Hungary, Rou
mania, Germany and Palestine 
among the little group. Most of 
the young women can play the 
violin, but for the present, four. 
of them are among the viola 
players. 

JUDGE FRUMKIN AND MRS. FRUMKIN ENTERTAINED BY JEWISH WOMEN 

The J ohamwsburg Branch of the 
Tnion of Jewish Women held a recep
ion on Friday, the 12th inst., at the 
L~ngham Hotel. in honour of Mr .. Tus-

1c Frumkin and Mrs. Frumkin of 
l'alestine. There was an attendance 
of about 150 ladies. 

l\Irs. A. Behrman, µresident of the 
local branch, was in the chair, and ex
tended a cordial welcome to the 
p;uests. The subject of Justice Frum
kin's address was ''The Amelioration 
of the Legal Position of the Jewess." 

The disabilities of the Jewish 
'rn1nan had occupied the min1l of the 
p 'oplc for many centuries, he said; 

and he proceeded to give an informa
tive account of the difficulties that 
befel women in connection with the 
Jewish marriage laws. 

He then spoke on tht· tlebrew Uni
•;ersi ty. The higher education taught 
th e1 c had inspired the intellectual life 
of Jewry, and served the interests of 
the Jews the world over. That was 
why world Jewry should take an in~ 
te rest in the University. He thought 
that in due time the University would 
al so solve the political prohiems in 
Palestine; and the scientific research 
done the1·e had already saved many 
lives in combating disease. 

''Nor do women fail to play their 
part in this great cultural centre," 
Judge Frumkin went on. "They are to 
be found on the academic staff, 
among the students, and doing re
search work; a11d through the en
deavours of a group of Jewish women 
iu Rhodesia, a bbrary in Orientalia 
lives in combating disease. 

Mr. N. Kirschner, and Mrs. Max 
Geffen also spoke. Jt was announced 
that the Union would endeavour to 
1 aise a sufficient sum of money to 
equip a laboratory at the University. 
Dr. Manfred Na than proposed a 
hearty vote of thanks to the speakers. 

SOUTH AFRICA'S DEBT 
(Concluded from previous pag _ 

Although he was not long resident 
here, Bishop Clayton recognised the 
contribution the Jew had made to the 
development of this country. The 
Jew should get a fair deal here, and 
jt -was certainly unjust to indict a 
whole nat:on for the misdeed3 of a 
few individuals. 

The speaker then went on to dis
pute the recent assertion of Mr. H. 
G. Wells tnat Palestine played a 
small part in world history. They 
had always to remember that Christ
ianity owed much to its Jewish back
ground; above all, it owed the ethical 
nature of its religion. 

In conclusion, the Bishop stressed 
the debt that modern civ~lisation owed 
to the Jew. Much of our heritage 
to-day was of Jewish origin, and in 
science, art, philosophy and states
manship, the names of Jews figured 
prominently. In South Africa, at any 
rate, we should make up our minds 
to repay the Jew for the good he had 
done. 

Advocate M. Franks, K.C., who pro
posed the vote of thanks to the two 
speakers, declared that both inspira. 
tion and encouragement were sorely 
needed in advancing the Society's 
cause. They should take earnest step. 
to counteract the dangers of anti. 
Semitism, which appeared to be be. 
coming increasingly fashionable here. 

The existence of the Society showed 
that there was a considerable body 
of non-J ewfah opinion here which had 
set itself against anti-Semitism in an} 
shape or form. The work of the 
Society was to repel the forces of 
darkness, and their work could be bes· 
helped by the amicable co-operation 
of all concerned. 

At the outset of the meeting Prof 
Hoernle, in the absence of Fathe 
Runge through illness, read a re 
port of the Provisional ,Executir 
Committee, reviewing the origin 
the Society and its activities. T.bi 
together with the results of the e 
tion of office-bearers, will be pt 
lished in next week's issue. 

The meeting concluded with a rot 
of thanks to the chair, proposed b 
Chief Rabbi Dr. J. L. Landau. 

Muizenberg and Kalk Bay 
pr 

'l h annual general meeting of th 
Muize11berg and Kalk Hay Heb1 
congregation took place on the 311 
ult.. and was attended by a la 
number of members. The report an 
balance sheet for the year ended th 
~1st August, 1937, was adopted. 

The retiring president, Mr. W. Sa 
tusky, delivered a short resume of th 
wo1·k done by the Committee during 
the year, the main item being the a 
dition of a new wing to the syn · 

not 
one 
ot11 
com 

gogue. · 
'fhe following officers were elect 

for the ensuing· year: President, M 
D. L. Davidowitz, Vice-President, M 
N. Emden, Treasurer, Mr. L. Rift 
Committee: Messrs. W. Satusky, ~ 
'l'rnkman, M. Barnett, H. L, Ste 
H. Woolfsohni S. Schrire, M. Janke· 
owitz, and B. Wisenberg. 

A vote of thanks was extended 
Mr. L. Kaplan for his services re · 
ered in connection with various col · 
tions and also to Mr. K. Jacobso 
who, in conjunction with Mr. Kapla• 
collected for a hearse. Further \Ot 
of thanks were extended to Mr. ! 
Hclfancl, for his lectures to t 
Chevra Gemorrah; to Mr. N. Tra 
1'1an for his supervision and atte 
t.ion and attention to the Talmud T 
tion to the Talmud Torli 
Hall; and finally to Mr. W. Sat 
kv for the excellent manner in whi he had discharged the various dut 
of President. 
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