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UNITED HEBREW SCHOOLS OF 
JOHANNESBURG 

Annual Prize Distribution 
The annual prize distribut}on cf 

the United Hebrew Schools this year 
took place in the upstairs hall of 
their recently reconstructed Doo1·n
fontein School. The hall was crowd~d 
to the doors with parents and pupils 
of the schools from districts in all 
parts of the city. 

The chairman, Dr. Max G~eenberg, 
welcomed the large gathermg and 
congratulated the pupils who had .b: 
application of their Hebre:v ~tud.ie.:> 
won the prizes which the msbtut1on 
was offering. 

Dr. Greenberg appe:'lled to the 
children to educate their parents. to 
the value of the Hebrew education 
which they were receiving ~n the 
schools of the United. He said t~at 
the task of caring for the edu~at10n 
of our children was always left m tl~e 
hands of a small circle whereas it 
should be the concern of every p-.:r
ent to fit their children for the dif
ficulties which they must face as 
Jews. 

The chairman announced that the 
Victor Kark prizes to the three best 
pupils of the United Hebrew Schools 
would be awarded at a later date 
when the committee in charge had 
had time to select th~ success!ul can
didates. This committee .will also 
make the award of the Louis Landa_u 
Scholarship of £40 to the best Matr1c 
pupil of the United H~brew ~cho.ols 
·ho took Hebrew for th1s examrna~10n 

and followed it up at a South Afncan 
l:niversity. 

Rev. Dr. A. T. Shrock (chairman of 
the Curriculum Committee) said the 
United Hebrew Schools were to be 
congratulated on their courage and 
incere desire to give the best H.eb
ew education available by securmg 

~ e services of so eminent a!1 educa
ional authority as Mr. D. Mierow~ky 
a their Director. 

It appeared to him that the attitude 
~f the parents was that Hebrew ~clu,~ 
ation was an "unfortunate necessity 
nd he hoped that the fact that .so 

many valuable prizes and burfarie~ 
had become available would be an en
ouragement for Jewish boys a_nd 
~irls to advance their .Hebrew studi~s 
and would help to dispel that atti
ude on the part of the parents. 
The annual concert then took plac:, 

ach school being represented, and a 
·aried programme was offered to an 
ppreciative audience. The young per
ormers proved that they were at 
ome in -the Hebrew language 
Mr. B. I. Joffe expressed the plea

ure and appreciation of the a~dience 
the performers for the enJoyable 

rogramme and he thanked tl~e staff 
r their hard work in preparmg the 
tertainment. 
Mrs. A. T. Shrock then presented 

&ie prizes to numerous pupils of the 
:hools. After the prize distribution, 
dv. V. Rosenstein (chairman of. the 
A. Board of Jewish Education) 
oved a hearty vote of thanks to 
!rs. Shrock. He mentioned the plea
Jre it had given him to see so lar~e 
gathering of children interested m 
ebrew and he hoped that the United 
ebrew Schools would continue to 
•ogress. 

TODAY 
IN JEWISH 

HISTORY 

A Pseudo-Messiah 
December 10. 

ON the 10th of December, 1791, 
there died at Offenbach Jacob 

Frank, the last of the picturesque 
pseudo-Messiahs and cne of the 
least attractive of them. Frank 
and his movement grew directly 
out of that of Sabbatai Zevi. He 
was born and brought up in a 
Sabbatain atmosphere and in 
1755, when he was 29 years old, 
he first began to preach the new 
revelation. Both the Government 
of Poland and the rabbis tried to 
suppress the new movement which 
however, obtained the support of 
the Church which saw in it pro
Christian tendencies. The friendly 
bishop died, however, and the posi
tion of the Frankists became very 
difficult when Frank cho.3e the 
moment publicly to announce him
self the successor of Sabbatai 
Zevi entrusted with the mission to 
lead the Jews to Christianity. Bap
tism on a large scale followed, but 
the behaviour of the proselytes 
cast doubt on their . good faith. 
Frank himself was imprisoned in 
a monastery where he remained 
for 13 years, his punishment serv
ing to increase his influ nee among 
his followers. After his release he 
lived for a time in Austria, but 
afterwards settled at Offenbach 
where he lived a life of luxury 
supported by his disciples. He was 
succeeded at the head of the sect 
by his daughter, Eve. His fol
lowers ultimately became lost in 
Christendom. 

A Hebrew Concert 
Plays and musical items were the 

features of the programme presented 
by .the pupils of the .Teppe Hebrew 
School at their Chanukah concert, 
held at the Jewish Guild on December 
1. Mr. I. Badash, the Cantor of the 
Jeppe Synagogue, also sang a few 
folk songs. 

Mr. L. Radus, chairman of the 
school and Dr. A. Birnbaum, chair
man ~f the Teachers' Association, 
congratulated Mr. Z. Infeld, Princi
pal of the school, and the producer of 
the concert, on the success of the 
function. Thev also thanked the 
teachers, Mr. Bakst and Miss Hovsha, 
for their assistance, and Cantor I. 
Badash, who was in charge of the 
musical items. 

A Sholem Ash Play 
An interesting production of a 

Sholem Ash play took place at the 
J cwish Guild on Saturday and Wed
nesday evenings. Large audiences of 
lovers of Yiddish were present on 
both occasions. 

The play chosen was "Motke 
Ganeff," which helped to make the 
author famous many years ago. 
There can be no doubt about the 
power, beauty and poignancy of 
Sholem Ash's great work. The pro
duction by local amat~rs was of a 
high standard and much credit i.s due 

\ PICNIC ON DINGAAN'S DAY. to Mr. Rene Shapshak, the well-
An outing to Robinson Dam is be- known sculptor and painter, for the 
g arranged by the Judiths Paarl fine work he carried out in his capa
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" The Work Must 
Will Go On" 

and 

Mr. Lloyd George Stands by the Mandate 

GREAT BRITAIN' TRU~.TEE HIP 

"GREAT Britain, as the Trustee of the civilised 
nations of the earth, has set her hand in 

Palestine to a great and noble undertaking, and it 
is inconceivable that she should relinqui h her ta k 
half done." 

THE current issue of the "New Judea" (London) publishes U11 
following message from Mr. Lloyd George on the occasion o 

the twentieth anniversary of the Balfour Declaration: 

It is twenty vears now since the announcement on the authority o 
the Gove1nment of which I was Prime Minister, of the Balfour Declara 
tion. The Declaration was issued at a time of unparalleled stress an< 
anxiety for the British people; but it was a dccument which had re 
ceived the Cabinet's most careful and anxious con. ideration. It re 
ceived the full assent of all the Allied Powers and of the L'nitcd State• 
of America. I am proud to have been associated with the initi.1tion o 
a policy which represents an act of historic justice to an ancient people 
to which the world owes much. 

That policy has already borne fruit in the remarkable economic re.l 
generation ·of the Holv Land. It is a policy whose full ignificance ca1 
still, I believe, be only dimly apprehended. Great Britain, as th 
Trustee of the civilised nations of the earth, ha ~et her hantl in Pales 
tine to a great and noble undertaking, and it i inconceivable that sh 
. hould relinqui~h her task half done. 

The Jew. have shown that, given the opportunity, they can stor 
their never-forgotten Homeland to fruitfulness and create garden ou 
Gf its waste place . 'I he achievements in this connection of the Y re1 
Ha. esod (Palestine Foundation 11 und) a a major in. ti ument in th 
work of national upbuilding in Palestine are well and favourably kno.,.;1 
to me, and I am confident that in the years that lie ahead the Jewis 
people themselves, who have responded so well to the calls thus fa1 
made on them, will continue to do all that in them lies to carrv thei1 
task to a successful conclusion. The work must, and will, go on. 

David Lloyd George. · 
Churt, October 27, 1937. 

BEREA CONGREGATION 
Suecial Chanukah Service 

There was a large attendance, in
cluding a number of members of the 
South African Jewish ex-Service 
League, at the special Chanukah Ser
vice held by the Berea Congregation, 
Johannesburg, on Sunday afternoon 
last. An impressive service was con
ducted by Chief Cantor S. Steinberg, 
assisted by the choir under the baton 
of his son, Mr. Steinberg, with Pro
fessor Drutman at the organ. Mr. S. 
Kessel, the president of the congre: 
gation, opened the Ark, and Rabbi 
I. M. Gervis, the minister, recited 
the "Prayer for the Royal Family." 

Rabbi Gervis, in the course of his 
sermon on the significance of the f es
tival, said that there would have. bee_n 
no justification for its celebration if 
it only commemorated an event of 
thousands of years ago, and if it had 
no relationship to the present life of 
Jewry. But the Jewish people 
throughout the ages and at the pre
sent day had displayed a spirit whi~h, 
externally oppressed, was always m
ternally determined to bring about 
the revival of the Jewish people as a 
nation. 

Strangely enough, and h:onically, 
as it were the Maccabean village of 
Modin wo~ld not, in the British par
tition plan, be included. in J ew~sh 
Palestine, and thus the village whi~h 
had been made world-famous and his
torical by our Jewish heroes would 
not belong to the Jewish people. 

Musical Society Concert 

Madame Olga Ryss, the well-know1 
soprano, gave a recital of an interest -
ing group of songs at the concert ot 
the Johannesburg l\Iusical Societ'.'. 
held at the Library Theatre on Moi1. 
day evening. A series of songs by th•, 
brilliant Engli h composer, Bantock' 
were of special interc.st. Madam/' 
Ryss showed her real artistry, how' 
ever, as a dramatic singer in a num 
her of "lieder" bv Tschaikovskv. Id 
the rnndition of these her Ru.ssia1t 
temperament played an importan 
part and her voice was full of powe 
and beautv. The singer was accom• 
panied by Miss Melanie Vale - : 
highly accomplished performe 
More should surely be heard of thi 
fine pianist. · 

Miss Olda J.\lehr, the 
pianist, was the co-artist witl 
Madame Olga Ryss. She gave a firn 
interpretation of Rachmaninoff'. 
Prelude in G. Minor and showed : 
remarkable fluency, ease and tone 
Her exposition of the works of th1 
modern composers like De Falla an< 
Swinstead were comprehensive anc 
mature. She also gave a competen 
performance of Bach's English Suit• 
No. 3 in C. Minor. Although Mis. 
Mehr was nervous at the beginnin~ 
of her performance, . he graduall~ 
got control of her irn;;tru:nent anc 
demonstrated her inherent qualitie 
as a gifted pian performer. 

D. 

__...-:onist Youth Society for Dingaan's city as co-producer and scene painter. 
ay, the 16th inst. All those •vishing His deft and artistic hand was also 
participate are asked to be at the observed in the period costumes worn 
rtrams terminus or at Park Gate, in the play. Sholem Ash's satire was Chas. Ginsberg For 
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CUTHBERTS FOR MEN'S AND BOYS' CRICKET BOOTS 


