
July 1, 193 :'l'HE ZIONIST RECORD mteen 

In Palestine 

COMMISS 0 TICISE 
EVISIO VD 

Faulty Calcu at· on x 0 

R. ZI 
"NO 

Jerusalem, June 20th. 
MR. AKZIN, a representative of 

the New Zionist Organisation 
(Revisionists) test~fied before ~he 
Partition Commiss10n at the first 
public session to-day. . 

Dealing with the absorptive 
capacity of Palestine and Trans
jordan, he estimated that ultimate
ly these areas could support a po
pulation of 6,800,000, so that future 
Arab generations could well be 
provided for. He believed that 
over four million Jews could 
immi(J'rate into the country, and 
criticised the scheme for a Jewi h 
State outlined by the Peel Com
mission, on the ground that the 
arens of the proposc<l State were 
inadequate for a<lditional .Jewish 
immigration and <'olonisation, 

hil in the J ropo r l Arab St ate 
thPl' may e .• ist mineral rrsom·cr 
in the neigh hourhood of the Dead 
Sea and the Nrgcv. 

II, did not h<.•licve, said l\Ir. 
Akzi11 t l1at the .Arabs would leave 
the J~wi h State vohmtarily, and 
was of opinion that a Jewish State 
without economic sell'-'ufficiency 
could only e.·ist by the aid of 
foreign contributions. It was, how
ever, doubtful whether forejgn 
Governments w ild allow Jews to 
collect funds for the arming of an 
alien State. ThcreforC', he m·gned, 
the security of the proposed Jewish 
State conld not bC' maintained and 
the existi11g hostility would con
tinue. 

Instead of Arab gangs and a 
semi-official Jewish Ilaganah of 
to-dav said l\Ir. Akzin, there 
woul<i' be real war, each State 
scekincr outside allies, thereby 
crcatino- a new hotbed of intcr
natiornJ intrigue in the eastern 
llcditerranran. The Revisioni. t::j 
th refore urged the abandonment 
of the partition sc-hcme, and intend 
'submitting to ILM. Government 
their own ten year plai1. 
· The Witness Questioned 

At the conclusion of :Mr. Akzin 's 
statement Sir ,John Woodhead, ' .. 
Chairm:m of the Comm1ss10n, ques-
tioned the witness regarding the 
'New Zionist Organisation. 

"So you arc 700,000 of scYcn
tcen m'illion Jews?'' he asked. 
"Since vonr mern bership is prin
cipally ·in Gentral Euro.pc, why 
arc your h.eadquarters m Lon
don~" 

"That i · the c< pital of the Man
dato ·y,'' ''"as the rcpl,v. 

The Chairman called attention• 
to Mr Akzin 's fa ilty calculations 
in regard to the absorptive. capa
city of the country. Accordmg to 

these calculations, there would be 
room only for another 700,000 
Jews in an undivided Palestine. 

During the afternoon session 
Mr. Akzin was closely . cross
examined for two hours: He was 
particularly questioned in regard 
to the absorptive capacity of Pales
tine. 

Sir John Woodhead pointed 
out that there were contradic
tions in his evidence, and that 
there was a discrepancy of mil
lions in his calculations. 

No Expert 
'V11en asked about economic and 

colonisation questions, the witness 
was unabl to answer, remarking 
that he was not an expert on these 
matter. 

Asked whether he ha<l ever visited 
~I.1ransjordan or the Negev, he 
rcpli d in the n gativc, wh r upon 

ir John remarked that the Com
mission had visited Transjordan 
wlH're they saw everythi1w. 

.1\Ir. Waterfield, a member of the 
Commission remarked that he (l\l r. 
Akzin) see~ed to be most pessi
mistic and believed that the Jewish 
State would be aggressive. l\lr. 

kzin said that the difference be
tween the N.Z.O. and those who 
favoured partition was that while 
the latter believed they could over
come the difficulties resulting from 
the Arab State, the former thought 
the difficulties would increase. 

Asked by the Commission what 
the N.Z.O. would do if most Jews 
accepted the partition scheme, the 
witness did not reply, but said that 
he did not believe this was possible. 

(A comment on Mr. Akzin 's 
statement is contained in our Pales
tine letter this week.) 

"TIMES" ON MR. AKZIN'S 
EVIDENCE 

London, June 21st. 
TI~E J e~·usa)em Correspondent i.n 

to-day's "Times" says : "It is 
unfortunate that owing to the fact 
that the previous sessions of the 
Partition Commission have been in 
camera the public has not heard 
the opinion of the. majority Jewish 
organisation, the Jewish Agency, 
the more so· as the Remsioniijt 
evidence tends to confinn the 
A, tbs' worst fears.'' 

[Our local Revisionist con
temporary, in publishing the 
above statement, significnntly 
omitted th"c portion "italicised by 
us. Another striking example of 
the mrthods employed by the 
Revisionists in ten.ring tate
ment" out of their context so 
as to give them a more de. irable 
int0rpretatio11 from their own 
point of view !-ED.] 

IR C ARLES TEGART 
LEAVES PALESTINE 

Returning Later In 
The Year 

Jerusalem, June 20. 

SIR CHARIJES rrEGAR'f, the 
former Chief Commissioner 

of Police for Bengal, has now 
completed his task of advising the 
Palestine Police on essential as
pects of reorganisation, and has 
left Jerusalem with Lady T gart. 

Sir Charles had been in the 
country nearly seven months. 
During his stay,· complete secrecy 
shrouded his movements and the 
papers were not allowed to men
tion where or how he had trav
elled. This precaution enabled 
him to complete his mission with
out terrorist hindrance, and it 
was officially announced here that 
·action ' had been taken on the 
various recommendations which 
he submitted. 

He will return to Palestine 
later in the year in order to 
review the situation and assist 
the Government in any further 
way which may be required. His 
recommendations are said to 
include the creation of a rural 
mounted police corps and the 
frequent despatch of special 
"ambushing" parties in order to 
decoy the terrorists. 

It is · understood that lie ha 
insisted that the authoritic. honlcl 
take th ''off en. iv '' again t th 
terrorists, rnthe1· than allow the 
latter always to strike first. 

One of Sir Charles' suggestions 
will bear his uamc as a perma
nent monument. 1t is the new 50-
mile long barbed-wire fence, nine 
feet high, along the Northern 
Frontier of Palesti e, which has 
been named "Teg·a rt 's Wall." 

STUDENT STRIKE ENDED 

Jerusalem, June 19th. 
IIE strike of students of the 

Hebrew University, which was 
declared last \veek owing to some 
grievances in regard to tuition 
fees, terminated to-day, and 
lectures were given as usual. 

BIG OIL RC_ 
NEAR HA 

,Jerusalem, J um 19th. 
TIIE preliminary '- ''· .~~ have 

been completed for the 
construction of an oil refinery 
on the south-eastern outskirts 
or Ilaifa. 

The construction . of the 
refinery, at a cost of several 
million pounds, will beg.n in 
October, and is expected to last 
three years. The initial capa
city of the refinery will be two 
million ton , \\hich is at present 
the entir outpt t of the Mosul 
oil field. for e. ·port, but a 
development of the refinery is 
provided for. English, French 
and American Interests are 
equally represented in the new 
company. 

FURTHER EVIDENCE 

Before 

PARTITIO COMMISSIO 

Jerusalem, June 18th. 
IEUTENANT G E N E R A L 

HAINING, Commander in 
Chief of the Palestine military 
forces, accompanied by other 
officers of the General Staff, gave 
evidence to-day before the Parti-
tion Commission. ' 

Ir. James shion of London, 
leader of an organisation culled 
'Vorld State olnnte r , is e .. p ct
d to give vid n11 during tho 

week. 1 I claim to have a new 
solution to the Pa h'st inc problem. 

The Gowrmn nt is understood to 
be submitting- to the Commission 
a complete list. of properties in 
order to enable the trans f crs of 
public estntes remaining in each 
State in the cwnt of the Partition 
Scheme beiiw earrie<l 011+ 

EX-MUFTI WANTS TO 
LEAVE LEBANON 

Jernsaleni, June 20th. 
ACCORDING to reports in Arab 

quarters, the former Mufti o.f 
Jerusalem desires to leave Leba
non and to settle in Saudi Arabia 
nearer Transjordan, if permitted. 

HUBERMAN TO REVISIT PALESTINE 

Orchestra's Brilliant Winter Programme 

Jerusalem, June 20. 

BRONISLA W HUBBRMAN, the celebrated violinist, 
will make · his first reappearance on a concert platform 

since his air accident in Batavia, when he will be soloist at a 
concert of the Palestine Symphony Orchestra in Tel-Aviv this 
winter. _ 

The orchestra has announced that Dr. Malcolm Sargent, the 
British musician, will revisit Palestine as guest-conductor for 
the third succe. sive season next year. Other conductors will 
be Pierre Monteux, famous French Jewish mmdcian, and Eugen 

.. " Szcnkar. The possibility is not excluded of Arturo Toscamm 
coming again. 

During J 937/38 the orchestra gave 81 concerts and had an 
attenclanre of J 3( 000, compared with 66 coneerts and J 20,000 · 
listener in the pi 1 vions season. There are over 4,000 members 
in the supporting Symphony 01·chestra Association. The cost _ 
of the orrhestrn is I laced at £2,000 monthly. 


