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~ late Schmarya Levin once 
re rked that the Jews in 

Czechoslovakia were the only real 
Czechoslovaks, since the non-Jews 
were either Czech8 or Slovaks. This 
jeu d'espdt was uttered at a time 
when h~ rdly anybody had heard of 
the Sudete l Germans, otherwise he 
would not have simplified the ethni. 
cal co111 ,·uon of the country to 
such a extent. In fact, however, 
there are a great many Jews who 
refuse t e termed either Czechs 
or Slov k .. CJ; and, besides the Germans, 
the Re ub c contains three other 
main n l 1 lilies among its citizenry 
-Hunga i s, Poles, and Rutheniana. 
In sucl a po ynational State, it would 
seem ouly natural that the Jews 
should Il clare themselves mem· 

Jewish nation, especially 
egally permitted. The 

01 , which was drafled 
under t e iberal guidance of Thomas 
Masaryk and Edward Benes, 
especially provided that everybody 
was f re to declare his nationality 
irrespec ive of his mother tongue, and 
this f eedom was explicitly guaran· 
teed to the Jews. Czechoslovakia. 
was thus the first State to recognise 
Jewish nationality. In the cens\.1.9 
regulati IL'3 issued in 1930, the Jews 
were again reminded that they had 
the option of acknowledging them
selves embers of the Jewish nation, 
and 57 per cent. availed themselves 
of the right. Of the remainder of 
the Jewish population of 356.000, 25 
per cent. declared themselves Czechs 
(or !?'lovaks), 13 per cent. as 
German. . and 5 per cent. as Hun
garians 

Cultural Differences 

czECH'OSLOV AKIA consists of 
five mam provinces - Bohemia, 

Moravi'"., Silesia, Slovakia, and 
Carpatl i l Ruthenia ( Podkarpatska
Rus) vhich differ from each other 
in varying degrees ethnically, cul
turally, and economically, and these 
differenceR are reflected in their 
Jewish inhabitants. The Jews in 
Bohemia, who number 80,000, are 
mainly like the German Jews in the 
large citie;,;; they are highly assimi
lated, p rt y to the German and 
partly to the Czech nationality. The 
:lews in Slovakia, who number 
136,000, c nsist of two different 
groups: th .se in East Slovakia and 
Carpathi n Ruthenia are, in national, 
religious and cultural re..<Jpects on a 
level with those in the neighbouring 
Galicia, ·hile those in West Slovakia 
resemble the Jews in Hungary, to 
whom e territory formerly be
longed. Lastly, there are the Jews 
of Mora ia and Silesia, who represent 
an intermediate type between all 
these extremes. 

The Jews form only 2i per cent. 
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zecho lovaki 
of the total population of the 
Republic, but in Carpathian Ruthenia. 
they are over 15 per cent. of the 
local population. It is in this terri· 
tory that we find the most exte11Bive 
manifestation of national conscious
ness, over 93 per cent. of the Jews 
acknowledging Jewish nationality. 
They are almost all strictly orthodox, 
many still wearing a tradition.al garb, 
and they are under the spiritual sway 
of rival Chassidic Rabbis, who are 
frequently engaged in violent 
polemics and occasionally pronounce 
bans of excommunication against one 
another, 

,,qu lity of Right 

UNI.IKE so many States in Central 
and E stern Europe, vhich 

signed Minorities Treaties but ignored 
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as the Jewish Party. After the 
proclamation of the Republic, there 
was formed a Jewish National Coun
cil, as in many other countries in 
Eastern and Central Eur":-e, to look 
after the interest~ of the Jewi h 
population, and the Nation l Council 
naturally led to the creation of the 
Jewish Party. 11:8 policy was trongly 
opposed by many Jews who had 
become assimilated to the other 
nations within the State and who 
regarded the establishment of a 
separate Jewish Party as a reactio
nary step. They decried it as a return 
o the gh tto and as a menace to 

Pol .tical and C01101 1 

Co11dition 
them so far as the Jews were con
cerned, the Republic of Czechoslova. 
kia has faithfully carried out its 
obligations towards its Jewish 
citizens, as towards all the national 
minorities. They enjoy to the full 
the same political and civil rights 
as all other citizens, and there is no 
bar to their occupying the highest 
positions. There are a number of 
Jews in the Government service, par~ 
ticularly in the Departments of Jus
tice, Finance, Health, and Railways, 
and a Jew is a leading official in the 
department concerned with the con
cluding of commercial treaties with 
foreign countries. 

The State gives a subvention to all 
religious denominations, which is cal
culated equitably on the basis of their 
ratio of the population, and the 
Jewish Community receives its proper 
share. The Prime Minister, Dr. 
Hodza, assured a Jewish national 
delegation on March 12th, 193"7, that 
the Jewish minority would be treated 
exactly like all other minorities in 
respect of the grants for public and 
social purposes - a policy of direct 
benefit to the Jewish youth in Car· 
pathian Ruthenia, where the Jewish 
population is in a poor economic 
position. He declared, on behalf of 
the Government, that the Hebrew 
elementary schools in that region 
would be taken over by the State 
and carried on as Government 
schools. 

Jewish Political Activity 

Jewish interests. They argued that 
they must throw in their lot with the 
Czechs, G~rmans, Magyars, or 
Ruthenians, with whom they had 
always felt politically identified, and 

and conflicting £.Sn 1 at1 
as the C-'.>nstituti re~ognised that 
they had th"' same right a~ all other 
minorities to sep· rnte poEtical orga
nisation a1 d 1ep1 . nt·•t.on. But, 
owing to lack of s:.zfficient s 1pport -
even th J v s in r:.uth nia eing 
disunited - - the Jewjsh Pai ty \.Ya.9 

unable to return its owz candidates 
to Parliament until 1929. In that 
year, thanks to a pact with the 
Polish minority, it ecurcd the 
election of two Deputies of "ts own, 
and in 1935, on the basi of a pact 
with the Czech Social De1 ocrats, it 
again secured th~ election of two 
members - Dr. Angel Goldstein 
and Dr. Kugel who are in the 
present Parliam nt. The Jewish Par
ty has its own official room in the 
Parliamentary building, and ils name 
is inscribed on the door. 

Even before the present outburst 
of Nazi agitation, there were sp radic 
attacks by anti-Semitfo Deputies in 
Parliament, to which the Jewish 
members always made an effective 
reply. with the support of th ov r
whelming majority. The circulation 
of such works as "The Protocols of 
Zjon" and Hitl r'. "Mein Kampf" is 
forbidden, and if any anti-Semitic 
publication app ars it is confiscated. 
Anti-Semitism ha. been mainly fos
tered among the German clement, 
especially among the studen s, who 
have been encouraged by their profes
sors and have b en responsible for 
some serious disturbances. particu
larly in Prague. In 1922, Professor 

Samuel Steinherz, who occupied the 

Chair for History at the German 

University in Prague, was elected 

Rector for the following year, but the 

THOSE Jews who acknowledge 
membership of the Jewish nation 

are -organised for political purposes 
TEACHER AND PUPIL.-Two Jewish type!!t o 

N azi-threate.ned Czecho-S!ovakia. 
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Your Children's Health 
must be looked after. At Warm
baths they have a lower altitude, 
mild, almm~t !'!Ummer weather, 

Swimming Baths. 

AT 

-, 

children are specially 
catered for. 

Spacious play grounds, 
swings, see-saws and 

excellent food. 

WA TER-RORNE BAN IT ATION NOW INSTALLED 

GIVE YOUR CHILDREN A REAL HOLIDAY 
'Phone 27, Warmbaths. 

Under personal supervision of Mr. M. I. ISAACSON. 
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THE RAISING OF LOAN AND 
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INVESTMENT 0 
SALE AND PURCll SE 0 ' L NDED PROP "RT • 
COLLECTION OF RENTS ND BONDS. 
SAVINGS BANK SOCIETY BUSIN S • 
ABSENTEES REPRESENTED 
FmE AND LIFE INSUR NCE. 

30b, ROTHSAY STREET BENO NI. 
P.O. Box 133. Telephones 486 and 487. 

Telegrams: "BITEXOR.'' 

Agents for: 
LEAD G LIFE ND FffiE INSURANCE OFFICES. 

mE KOSHER 
-WITHOUT 
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AN EQUAL 

fine supply of every variety of Delicatessen, 
~oultry, Pickled Beef, rooked Beef, tufted 

Turkey, Tongue. 

ORDERS FROM THE COUNTRY 
ATTENDED TO IMMEDIATELY. 

CATERINGS 

for 

WEDDINGS 

and all 

SIM CHAS. 

Phone 22-6541. 

The VERSAILLES KOSHER 
RESTAURANT '1 Delicatessen 

114, ELOFF STREET .. .. .. .. JOHANNESBURG • 

And at 47, KERK STREET, AFRICA HOUSE. 

JEWS IN CZECHO - SLOVAKIA 
(Concluded from previous page} 

German national students protested 
against the "Judaising" of the 
University, declared a strike, and 
organised violent demonstrations. The 
agitation spread to universities in 
other countries - Austria, Poland, 
Lithuania, and Rumania; and, under 
the pressure of persistent disorder, 
Professor Steinherz resigned in the 
spring of 1923 on the groW1d of 
ill-health, 

Contributions To Culture. 

THE Jews of the capital have al-
ways played a great part in the 

furtherance of German culture owing 
to the small German population there. 
They have produced many important 
writers and novelists, such as Oskai 
Baum, Max Brod, Franz Kafka, and 
Egon Erwin Kirsch (who had an 
adventurous time in Australia), and 
at least one of world fame, Franz 
Werfel. The Jews of Bohemia have 
also contributed to Czech literature 
notable writers like Frantisek Gott
lieb, Frantisek Langer, and Richard 
Weiner. In the realm of music, they 
can boast of a fine composer in Jaro
mir Weinberger, while before the \Var 
Angelo Neumann was the director for 
many years of the German Theatre in 
Prague, at which Gustav Mahler and 
Leo Blech first established their fame. 

The community of Prague, wh:ch 
has over 32,000 Jews, is not only the 
oldest Jewish Community in Bohe
mia, dating back to the beginning of 
the tenth century, but al o one of 
the oldest and most interesting in 
Europe. Indeed, it was fo a time 
the capital of European Jewry in 
the matter of leadership and scholar
ship. It was from there that such 
Rabbinical luminaries as the "Hohe 
Rabbi Loew" and Yomtov Lipman 
Heller shed their radiance afar. The 
old ghetto, with its "Rathaus" which 
is still distinguished by a clock with 
Hebrew lettering and its quaintly
designed "Altneuschule," is full of 
historic associations, romantic memo
ries, and legendary tradition.9, of 
which the best known is the story of 
the "Golem." The interior of the 
mediaeval Synagogue, into which one 
has to descend, is interesting not only 
on account of its curious architec
ture, but also because of the go!d
embroidered flag displayed therein, 
which was presented to the Jews for 
bravely defending the Karl Bridge 
against the Swedes in the Thirty 
Years' War. 

Economic Activities. 

JN the field of economic activity the 
Jews are found in all branches of 

commerce and industry, in the liberal 
professions, and also in agriculture. 

The economic activity of the Jews 
in Carpathian Ruthenia is part'cu
larly interesting because they provide 
three-fourths of all the innkeepers 
and also because they show the high
est percentage of Jewish farmers in 
any country. About 25,000, forming 
twenty-seven per cent. of the Jewish 
population in that region, are depen
dent upon farming, but this is of a 
rather primitive character. The soil 
of the mountain villages is poor and 

the climate is cold. Most of the 

needs of his family, and enough fod
der for a single cow that also supplies 
merely his own requirements. These 
Jewish farmers, who are strong and 
hardy, living in wooden cottages, are 
obliged to eke out their livelihood by 
an additional occupation, and most of 
them are wood-cutters or waggoners, 
employed for about a third of the 
year in carting logs over long dis
tancea to the nearest railway station. 
In Slovakia, over 14,500 Jews derive 
their living from agriculture, and in 
Bo}lemia, Moravia, and Silesia some 
3,500, but they own larger farms than 
those in Ruthenia and are mainly en
gaged in dairy-farming and fruit
growing. 

The Sudeten German Peril. 

THE Jews who are now exposed to 
the most serious and imminent 

danger are those in the Sudeten dis
tricts, where they number about 
22,000. When Herr Konrad Henle n 
gave an address at the Royal Insti
tute of International Affairs on 
December 9th, 1935, he said, in 
answer to my criticism, that he had 
never spoken against the Jews and 
there was no Aryan paragraph in the 
Articles or Constitution of his Party. 
But when I visited Prague at the end 
of March, a fortnight after Gerina
ny's annexation of Austria, I found 
that his statement, so far as it was 
intended to imply that there was no 
hostility to the Jews on the part of 
the Sudeten Germans, was entirely 
falsified. The Party had now adopted 
an Aryan paragraph in its Constitu
tion, but it only involved the resigna
tion of two members, as its anti
semitic character had always been so 
notorious that no self-respecting Jew 
would join it. But far more serious 
was the open and organised intimi
dation by the Sudeten Germans, who, 
beginning with a systematic boycott 
of the Jews in trade, professional, and 
social relations, created such a state 
of terror that many of them had 
already begun to liquidate their 
businesses, sell their property, and 
migrate to Prague or to some other 
place that was considered safe. 

The Zionist Movement had always 
enjoyed considerable support in a 
country where Jewish nationalism 
was officially recognised. but the 
panic produced by the fate of Aus
tria had made vast numbers of Jews 
Palestine-minded who had previously 
regarded the Movement with scorn 
or indifference. Even if the indepen
dence of Czecho-Slovakia remains in
tact, it was feared that the Sudeten 
Germans would acquire such powers 
of autonomy that their treatment of 
the J ewe would practically be as bar
b1rous as in Nazi Germany. That 
was why the Palestine office of the 
Zionist Federation had suddenly be
come the most important Jewish in
stitution in the country: in the peril 
by which the Jews were now faced, 
Zion seemed to many the only safe 
refuge. But, at the same time, the 
leaders of the Community rallied all 

sections to a sense of their duty to 

their country, and should any attack 

be made upon its security or indepen

dence, the whole of the Jewish popu-

farms are quite small, limited to one lation will be found ready to make 

or two hectares, on which the farmer the utmost sacrifices in it8 resolute 

grows just enough potatoes for the defence. 


