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The Renaissance of 
Literature 

Hebrew 

Mr. D Mierowsky Lectures To 
Women Zionists 

That tJ1e renaissan o.f He brew liter ture had nothin~ in 
<'~mmon with th Renal 11~ of Humanism in the Uth century 
was a point of view expr ssed by Mr. D. l\lierow ky in the 
c·ourse of an addre s delivered by him last l\Ionday afternoon at 
the monthl~· meeting of the .Johannesburg Women's Zionist Ll"ague 
held at the Langham HoteL · 

uE Renaissance of Humanism 
was a 'movement of a select few 

and not of the masses, said Mr. 
Mierowsky, and it never succeeded 
in making Greek or Latin the lan
guage in which the masses expressed 
themselves again. This \vas not the 
case \Vith Hebrew, for the simple 
reason that the Hebrew language 
had never been deld. It had no only 
never· ceased to be u ed but it had 
alwavs contained within its If the 
igen-ds of natural grO\\:th. 

}.:fr Mierowsl•v went on to show 
how great stride.s had tal·en place rn 
the development of Hebrew between 
the Biblical and Mishnaic periods. 
•rhen, when Hebrew had given ·way 
to Aramaic it hacl again reasserted 
itself and shown its vitality by 
H 1naising the Aramaic language. 
\'hen at the end of the tenth cen
tury Aramaic gave ·way to other 
tnnguages, we were faced with the 
womkrful efflorescence of Hebrew ir1 

1 Spain. It was only at the end of tll~ 
I thirteenth century th t it s em d a9 
though the life of the Hebre;.v J, n· 
guage w s gradually ebbing a av -
but then a wonderful thing hap.pen 
Hebrew 1esumed its life in a ne\'I.' 
form within the Yiddish l n 0 uage. 
To-day Hebrew forms over 30 per 
cent of the Yiddish language, an'"l it 
nu naged to survive through his 
medium. 

The renaissance of Hebrew liter -
ture was in reality a shif ing of 
emphasis from the 1 eligious to the 
secular. In Germany the Haskalah 
movement collected round itself a 
number of intcll ctuals who cherished 
the illusi that if the Jews raised 
themselves culturally, political eman
cipation would follow automatically. 
The leader of this movement '\: ·as 
Moses Mendels:-ohn. The Haskalah 
then shifted to Galicia where Rappo
port and Krochmal were its most 
outstanding representatives. and 
then to Russia where Izchalt Hehr 
Levinsohn was the principal e ·ponent 
of i s ideas. 

By this time the Reform movement 
in Germany was beginning to take 
shape, and it attacked with ll the 
strength at its command the old 
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forms of life and the obscurantists 
who opposed Haskalah. The result 
was that from the sixties to the 
eighties of the last century the Has
kalah was a movement of the strong
est revolt against everything tradi
tional and conservative. As a 
consequence a period of extreme 
assimilation set in and there were 
hundreds, and even thousands of con
versions to Christianity. 

The reaction came from two men 
- Peretz Smolenskin and Eliezer Ben 
Yehudah, and there blossomed forth 
a galaxy of Hebrew writers of wluch 
any literature could well be proud. 
Among the writers of this time were 
Bialik. Schneiur, Tcl1Crmchovsl{y 
and Shiminowitz in the realm of 
poetry, Mendele and BcrJ·owitch in 
the realm of fiction. 

One of the greatest stimuli to 
Hebrew literature undoubtedly cnme 
after the Great War and at this 
sta.~e Mr. Mierowsky refeired to the 
notable work done by Abraham 
Shtiebel who. in his publishing houses 
in Ioscow, \Varga\\', Berlin and Tel 
Aviv, mad possible the trans'ation 
into Hebrew of some of the finest 
classics of several languages. 

But since 1920 Hebrew literature 
had cl velop d altogether along new 
lines. To-day there were over 500 
leading writers and jom nalist in 
Palestine in fact th r · re mor 

·ri lo U1 qu r t in l -
tin th n to h au r mil in 
other countr in Europ . 

r. fi 1 owsky proceed d Lo men
tion the mor outstanding of these 
writers . D. Gordon, Brenner. 
Fichman. Shiminowitz, Rachel, 
Agnon. Sh1onsky, Lame! n and others 
- and to expatiate briefly on the 
nature and value of their works. To
day there were also Yemenite writers 
in Palestine, and recently he h d 
even come across a volume of poems 
in beautiful Hebrew by a Samaritan. 

"Whatever happens in regard to 
Palestine," concluded Mr. Mierowsky, 
"of one thing we may be sure: What 
we have accomplished in the realm 
of Hebrew literature will become the 
inalienable property of the Jewish 
people for all time and will make a 
valuable contribution not only to 
Jewish literature but also to literature 
generally." 

DR. DEBORAH KATZEN ,presided 
over the meeting and during the 

course of the afternoon a short talk 
on the present position in Palestine 

·was delivered by Miss Zelda Kirsch
ner. Miss Kirschner's vh•id de crip
tion of the Yishuv's morale, of its 
he1oic self-defence and its wonderful 
spirit in the difficult period through 
which it was passing was most im
pressive and deeyly stirred her 
audience. 

The meeting was brought to a close 
after a vote of thanks to the speakc rs 
had been proposed by Mrs. Joffe. 
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More Bloemfontein 
Activities 

The monthly meeting of the abO? 
society was held at the residence of 
Mrs. S. Lewis on Wednesday, 23rd 
November. Mrs. L. Kramer, the chair
lady, presided over well attended 
meeting of members and sever 1 
visitor::J. 

Mrs. Fogel, convener of the Natio
nal Fund Boxes. reported that the 
last clearance held in November, 
yielded the sum of £67 /2, but there 
were still several more boxes to be 
cleared. 

Mrs. Berman undertook to convene 
the Sewing Circle. She will be 
assisted by Mrs. L. Reichenberg. 

The card evening in aid of the 
inscription of Ussishkin's name in the 
Golden Book on the occasion of his 
seventy-fifth birthday, which is being 
organised by the ladies of the Zionist 
Council together with the \Vomen's 
Zionist Society, with Mrs. M. Kibur 
as convener, will take place on 
Wednesday 30th November. The 
chairlady announced that Mrs. T. 
Saphra of Johannesburg, who is a 
member of the Women's Zionist 
Council of South Africa and the 
Chairman of the Unio:i of Jewish 
Women of South Africa, would 
address the Society on Tuesday 
evening the 6th December. 

Mrs. Jack Simmons delivered an 
interesting paper on ' The rise of 
Opera" and gave a summary of the 
ach1evements of some world famous 
Jewish musicians. Miss Betty Flink 
delighted the audience with two 
rnngs and a vote of thanks to Mrs. 
Simtnons. Miss Flink a:::id Mrs. Lewis 
was pa sed by the chairlady. Mrs. 
I~ramer al~ asked for spport for the 
morning market to be held in aid of 
th Austrian-Polish Relief Campaign, 
which is being organised by the 
local hranch of the Union of Jewish 
\Vomen. 

A Great Boxing Contest 

City Hall To Be Filled On 
urd eni 

'!'he liminating contest for the 
f;outh African h avyweight boxing 
championship will k place on 
Saturday evenlng at th City Hall, 
Johanne.~burg. The present holder 
the Transvaal Heavyweight Cham
pions h~p. Tommy Bensch, will meet 
Dave Carstens. The result will bring 
a new champion to South Africa. 

Bensch has won all his contests by 
the knock-out route in the early 
rounds. It will now be seen whether 
he can eliminate Dave Carstens in 
the same manner. The latter put up 
an excellent contest recently agaiMt 
Nick Wolmarans, the hard-hitting 
ex-amateur, whom he knocked out. 

The trial of strength between these 
two heavy hitters should draw an 
enormous crowd to the City Hall. The 
promotion will be under the auspices 
of the Transvaal National Sporting 
Club and there is an excellent series 
of preliminary bouts. 

BENNY LEVY MATCHED 

Th, Johannesburg and District 
Amateur Boxing Association have re
ceived notification that the immigra
ti n authorities have granted permis~ 
sion to Benny Levy, the Lourenco 
Marques boxer, to appear at their 
next tournament at the City Hall on 
Saturday, December 17. 

Benny Levy has been matched with 
George Bushney over six two-minute 
rounds. 

HABONIM (South Africa) 

Habonim (South Africa) is holding 
an Investiture of Officers on Satur
day evening, the 3rd December, 1938, 
at 8 p.m. The Ceremony takes place 
at the Wolmara,.ns Street Synagogue 
and all friends are invited to attend. 
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