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hevuoth inevitably brings to 
mind the personality of Moses, 
the Great Lawgiver. The study 
reproduced above is an airbrush 
painting by Louis Kabrin, a 

young Jewish artist. 

HEVUOTH is one of the 
most popular of the Jewish 

tivals. Fifty days after 
over, the Jewish calendar 
unces that the festival to 
h the Jew has been looking 
ard has arrived. Ever since 
econd evening of Passover 
a been counting the days, 
ally, the "courting days of 
bridegroom Israel with the 
e Torah," expressing an 
'ety, as it were, for the com
of Shevuoth. 

The fiftieth day brings the 
day, and he hears the mes-
e, "and thou shalt keep the 
t of weeks unto the Lord 
God after the measure of 
free-will offering of thy 

d, which thou shalt give, ac
ding as the Lord thy God 
eth thee. And thou shalt 

ice before the Lord thy God, 
, and thy son, and thy 
ghter, and thy man-servant, 
thy maid-servant, and the 

ite that is within thy gates, 
the stranger, and the father
and the widow, that are in 
midst of thee, in the place 

ch the Lord thy God shall 
se to cause His name to 

ll there. And thou shalt re
nber that thou wast a bond

in Egypt; and thou shalt 
rve and do these statutes." 

Origin of Festival. 
EVUOTH is the Hebrew for 
"feast of weeks," Pentecost 
distinct allusion to the seven 
ks which have been counted 
m the second Passover even
The festival has had other 
es: Hag ha-Kozir (the feast 
the harvest), Y om ha

!lrurim (the day of offering 
first loaves of the new crop 

God), Azeret shel Pesah (the 
ing season of the Passover) . 
these other names, however, 
ded to Shevuoth. 

its ancient origin Shevuoth, 
ently, was simply an agri
ral festival. Indeed, that is 

THE ZIONIST RECORD 

SHEVUOTH 
ORIGINS 

By 
J. I. GOLDIN 

On 7'11e-,dfl!J r'l'r' ninff nr'.rf. the Ffsfiml of 1 ' hez uoth ll'ill lJ(' u:::hr.rf'd into 

.J ('ll'islt ltrnnes r11ul a/ebmted in all 1 'y1wr;oguc~·· 

the feature emphasised by the 
"sub-titles" of harvest feast and 
the offering of the first loaves 
of the new crop in the Temple. 
However, already in the days of 
the second Temple we hear of 
Shevuoth as the festival com
memorating the giving of the 
Law to Moses at Sinai. Lil~ 
Passover and Succoth, both 
originally festivals of agricul
tural significance, Shevuoth was 
translated by the Jews into a 
day of celebrating not only an 
experience in nature but also in 
the nation. Gradually the em
phasis of Torah became domin
ant in the character of She
vuoth. Probably no symbol has 
ever expressed in greater truth 
the life of Israel-a people with
out a soil who saved their vine
yard. 

Shevuoth Celebrations. 
JN Palestine the festival is 

celebrated only one day. 
Traditional Jews in the Dias
pora, on the other hand, cele
brate two days for Shevuoth
the sixth and seventh days of 
Sivan. Synagogue and homes 
are decorated with branches and 
greens and flowers-remem
brances of an agricultural past. 
The holiday ritual is observed 
in the synagogue services and in 
the home. The liturgy has 
special Shevuoth compositions. 
Thus, an eleventh century 
Aramaic ode, "Akdomus," is 
chanted by the reader as he is 
about to begin the scriptural 
portion. And the chant and 
strange words declare Messianic 
days and visions "no prophet's 
eye has seen." 

"With brilliant clouds He'll ornament 
Each deserving festive tent; 
The pure, on stools with gold inlaid, 
Before the Lord shall be arrayed; 

Their countenance bright, 
With sevenfold light, 

Will dim the heavenly sheen." 

Thus, too, the story of Ruth, 
the Moabite woman who em-

braced Judaism, is read. And the 
green of the Bethlehem harvest 
in the days of the Judges fills 
the heart; and thoughts of 
David, "the sweet singer in 
Israel," the descendant of Ruth. 

The "Tikkun. ' 

1..,llE pious ar awal all of 
Shevuoth night reading 

from the "tikkun" -a collection 
of Biblical and Rabbinic excerpts 
from the beginning and end of 
every book in the Bible and 
every treatise of the Mishna, 
portions of the Sefer Y ezirah, 
and the list of 613 command
ments as arranged by Mai
monides. To this collection Cab
balists have added selections 
from the Zohar. 

In the home dairy dishes are 
usually served, for according to 
the midrashic interpretation,' 
such is the Torah and such is 
the meaning of the verse in the 
Song of Songs : 

"'l'hy lips, O my bride, drop honey
H oney and milk are under thy tongue; 
AnJ the smell of thy garment is like 

the smell of Lebanon." 

A Legend. 

THE Rabbinic legend describes 
the scene at the foot of 

Mount Sinai when Israel waited 
in awe for the sound of the 
Lord's voice. Nature held its 
breath, no birds sang, no fall of 
water disturbed the quiet, no 
human spoke. And at that oc
casion, at the foot of that moun
tain, stood all Israel, not ~ only 
the fugitives of Egypt's bond
age, but all Israel, all the souls 
that had been and all the souls 
that were ever to be born into 
Israel. Not only to our ances
tors called the voice from the 
thick darkness but to all of us. 
So runs the legend which would 
tie our lives in the bond of 
generations and eternity. 

There is more than poetic 
diction to the story! 
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COMPLIMENTARY LUNCHEO 

To the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Johannesburg 

On Monday, the 22nd in. t., at 
p.m., the .Mayor and Mavore of J -
hannesburg ( Councilior. and Mr . 
Page) will be the guests of the Jew
ifh Guild at a special luncheon held 
in their honour. 

SEVENTH SYMPHONY CONCER 
Musical Festival Series 

Glazounov's Symphony . ·o. G in ( 
.Minor, which wa. performed at the 
City Hall on Tuesday night by th 
South African Broadcasting; Orche -
tra, is, on the whole, a tedious and un-
interesting composition. While th 
orchestra, under the baton of l\Ir. 
Theo Wendt, worked hard over it, the 
first movement, with it . erie of 
somewhat meaningless climaxe"', 
simply represented a con iderable 
amount of preparation for somethin~ 
which never took place. l\Ir. Wendt 
did his best with it. The failure wa 
Glazounov's, not hi . 

The orchestra was happier 
Sibelius's Legend, "The Swan of 
Tuonela," which was rendered with 
a charm and subtlety which ucce -
fully brought out the my tery and 
melancholy of this enchanting work. 
The Richard Straus8 Tone-poem, 
"Don Juan," was adequately hand! d 
by th orchestra, who refrain d from 
undue mphasi of th bomba tic pa 
ag , t mp ati n t whi h an 1-

che tra under the direction of a le 
gifted conductor than Mr. Wendt, 
might easily have succumbed. 

Two other interesting items on the 
programme were Dohnanyi's Andant 
con Variazione from the Suite in F 
Sharp, and a Roumanian Rhap ody 
by Enesco. All in all, Tue. dav night' 
concert, the seventh in the Festh·al 
series, which provided music writte1 
by composers drawn from many 
nationalities, Russian, Finnish, Rou
manian, Hungarian and German, of
fered an unrivalled opportunity for 
interpretative skill, of which ah. 
Wendt and his orchestra took full ad-
vantage. 

1\I.L. 

A MORNING MARKET 
Sisterhood of Temple Israel 

The beautiful garden of Mrs. Y. 
Cohen's residence, in Lower Houghton, 
provided the venue for a Morning 
Market organised by the Sisterhood 
of Temple Israel. The lawns were gay 
with stalls decorated in bright colourc::, 
and tea-tables arranged between 
flower beds, were shaded with large 
umbrellas. An opening address wa:-i 
delivered by Mrs. G. Trevor, President 
oi the National Council of Women. 

Conveners of stalls were: Mr<i. L. 
Reichman, Mrs. Louis Marks, 1\Irs. V. 
Cohen, Mrs. W. Alice, Miss B. Yogi, 
Mrs. L. Gottlieb, Mrs. R. Klipin, Mr~. 
M. Cassell, Mrs. Max Marx, l\Irs. C. 
Fox, Mrs. L. Rothschild, Mrs. I. 
Greenberg, Mrs. V. Brasch, :Mi. s 1 •• 

Rothschild, and Miss C. Freedenthai. 

The Market proved an outstanding 
success, and handsome cheque. have 
been forwarded to the Johannesburg 
Jewish Women's Benevolent Societv, 
the Refugee Appeal Fund organi ·ed 
by the National Council of Women, 
the Occupation Centre instituted by 
the S.A. ~ Tational Council for .:\Ie tal 
Hygiene, and the Templ ae 
BuiJding Fund. 


