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ARABS AND JEWS IN 
PALESTINE 

Still "Urgent Need to be on 
Guard" 

London, September 22nd. 

COMMENTING on the Arab
J ewish unity against Hit

lerism in Palestine, "Great Brit
ain and the East" expre~ses tl_ie 
hope that "when peace is agam 
restored to the world the inter
val for reflection, which will 
have given the two races an op
portunity to live and work to
g·ether peaceably, will be tra?:5-
lated into an agreed solution 
which will satisfy both sides." 

The "Zionist Review," organ 
of the Zionist Federation of 
Gr~at Britain, referring to wide
spread Press reports about 
''some kind of truce" in Pales
tine, draws attention to the fact 
that "in the last few days, a few 
incidents have occurred in which 
Jews have been shot at by Arab 
terorrists. There is still an urg
ent need for the Jews of Pales
tine to be on guard." 

HAif A A CONTRABAND 
CONTROL BASE 

London, September 30th. 
HAIFA has been established by 

the British Government as 
one of its contraband control 
bases, and a Prize Court has 
been set up there. This is 
in accordance with the Prize 

ct, 1939, pass tl r ccnU r, by 
which provision ·was made for 
the establishment of Prize 
Courts in mandated territories. 

Prize law is an essential sup
plement to a successful block
ade. It provides the rules for de
ciding whether a captured ship 
and/ or its cargo are lawful 
prizes, or whether they must be 
returned to their owners. In 
war-time Prize Courts are set up 
in all maritime belligerent 
countries. Palestine contains 
several harbours (especially 
Haifa) to which captured or sus
pected vessels could be con
ducted, and the country is also 
an important junction for air 
traffic. 

MUFTI'S MESSAGE TO FRANCE 

London, September 27th. 
ACCORDING to a Beirut mes-

sage published here, Haj 
Amin El Husseini, lVI ufti of J e
rusalem, has sent to the High 
Commissioner of Syria a mes
sage stating that Palestinian 
Arabs will "abstain from all acts 
·which could impede France or 
i·eflect on her interests, hoping 
that she can bring about a reign 
of justice and peace, and safe
guard the liberties and inde
pendence of nations, which is 
the only aim of us all." 

THE ZIONIST RECORD 

PALESTINE'S ECONOMY IN 

An Optimistic Survey 

AN optimistic survey of Palestine's economy in wartime 
is published in the "Palestine Review" in Jerusalem. 

As regards the question of 
what will happen to Palestine 
foreign trade in war time, and 
whether Palestine exports will 
suffer, the journal states:-

"Our two chief exports are cit
rus fruit and potash. The lat
ter has latterly become of in
estimable importance. Without 
a doubt both articles are as 
much in demand in war as in 
peace. But export possibilities 
will be largely dependent on the 
freedom of the seas, which will 
be a decisive factor for a con
siderable part of the capital in
vested here. The orange indus
try will undoubtedly be in very 
bad case if there are export diffi
culties. Special attention must 
under all circumstances be given 
to it, because of its heavy in
debtedness at a high rate of in
terest. In this it is unlike the 
mixed agriculture of the coun
try, which should be in a very 
good position if only on account 
of the difficulties of import, even 
though it, too, will be faced with 
difficulties." 

Imports and Supply 

As re ards imports and sup
ply, the "Palestine Review" 
points out that "in general !t 
must be said that the outbreak 
of war finds Palestine far bet
ter stocked than did the crjses 
of previous years. Naturally 
that will not stop panic pur
chases with which every war be
gins. Regrettable as tnese are 
for the consumer, trade and in
dustry reap certain advantages 
from them. The store houses 
are emptied. As a result the 
situation becomes less rigid, and 
certain outstanding bank debts 
may well be paid. Different sur
prises of this kind may be ex
pected in Palestine during the 
next few months, ·and will cer
tainly affect the. investor. 

"Certain large companies 
have, for instance, 'nolens vo
lens' overstocked themselves 
with goods which have very 

YISHUV ORGANISES AID FOR 
POLISH JEWS 

Tel-Aviv, September 25th. 
A COMMITTEE to assist in 

little to do with their direct com
mercial concerns. This was the 
only way of exporting their 
capital from Germany. Such 
firms include Pasa, Nir, and Ras
co, all of which sell debentures 
to the public. The outbreak of 
war and the resulting demand 
for goods will bring these com
panies considerable sums in 
ready money at a single stroke. 
In addition, numerous struggling 
middle-sized industrial under
takings, in which Palestinian 
and foreign Jews have invested 
considerable sums, will now find 
their marketing difficulties sol
ved. They will need to worry 
more about raw materials than 
orders. 

Mortg·ag·es and Property 

"Special attention must final·· 
ly be given to two important 
fields of investment, namely, 
mortgages and property. At 
least £10,000,000 of Jewish capi
tal are invested in mortgages, 
over £3,000,000 through the 
General Mortgage Bank of Pales
tine. The latter sold debentures 
against these mortgages, which 
were the most popular securities 
in the country. It cannot be 
sufficiently stressed that, in gen
eral, mortgages in Palestine are 
safer than in most other coun
tries, 'because advances are gen
erally made ·far more carefully 
than anywhere in Europe or 
America. Loans are usually 
limited to about 40 :Per cent. 
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the evacuation of Polish · 
Jews to Palestine has been e~
tablished here under the chair
manship of Mr. I. Gruenbaum, 
a member of the Jewish Agency 
Executive. The committee cabled 
the Federation of Polish Jews in 
America regarding measures of 
co-operation. 

A quartet of promising students at the Jewish Conservatory of~ 
Art in Jerusalem. On the wall is a portrait of Arturo 
conductor of the Palestine Symphony Orchestra. 


