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By "Hamabit" 

The Ministry 
T IS pleasant to realise that a 

successor to the late Rev. M. I. 
Cohen has been found in this country, 
and I congratulate the Rev. Dr. I. 
H. Levine, of Sea Point, upon receiv
ing a call from the Bulawayo Hebrew 
Congregation. 

At the same time, the Sea Point 
community is faced with the problem 
of finding a successor to its young 
minister. 

The present war situation makes it 
· difficult to arrange for our spiritual 

leaders to come from overseas and 
there is undoubtedly a dearth in 
South Africa of young men who have 
prepared themselves for the "minis
try. The projected scheme for the 
establi hment of a Jewish seat of 
learning in South Africa is all the 
more important to-day, therefore, 
but it ·ill tak<> ('on ·idt>1·11bl, time h ,_ 
fore such an activity can even b • 
launched. 

The whole question of the Jewish 
Ministry is important. li re is an 
undoubted need for small r communi
ties to be subsidised in o der to en
able them to engage the right type 
of spiritual leader. Such men would 
have to have a knowledge of the two 
official languages of this country and 
would not only serve Jewish congre
gations, but would also be a link be
tween Jews and Afrikaners. 

I have always considered this mat
ter should receive the earnest atten
tion of our congregational leaders, 
who, in conjunction with the Board 
of Deputies, might create the neces
sary machinery to improve generally 
the status of the Jewish Ministry in 
this country and attract some of our 
younger men to this difficult but 
noble vocation. 

A Silver Jubilee 

ONE of New York's le~ding Jewish 
dailies-Der Tog-1s now cele

brating its twenty-fifth anniversary, 
and the special number produced on 
this occasio.n has just reached me. 

Unlike most Jewish papers, Der Tog 
did .not grow from small beginnings. 
In 1914, a group of Jewish leaders in 
New York formed a corporation with 
a capital of 100,000 dollars to pub
lish this paper. The venture was 
headed by Hermann Bernstein, one of 
America's most famous war jour
nalists and a member of the staff of 
the New York Times. Associated with 
him was Dr. J. L. Magnes, the present 
head of the Hebrew University, and 
a group of the Jewish intelligentsia 
in New York, who aimed at providing 
a modern Jewish daily that would ap
proach as nearly as possible the re-

COMMUNAL 

COMMENT 

sponsible organs of public opinion in 
English, and would steer clear of 
party politics, with which Yiddish 
newspapers were at that time oc
cupied. The Forwaerts was then 
mainly a labour organ, whilst the 
Morning Journal catered for orthodox 
Jewry. 

Der Tog managed to enlist the ser
vices of some of the most outstand
ing Jewish writers. Sholem Aleichem, 
Hirschbein, Zhitlovsky and Dr. Koral
nik were regular contributors. Its 
news columns and ma~azine pages 
were modelled on the English· press. 
It was also probably the first Jewish 
newspaper to publish a regular 
cartoon. 

The p1esent publisher is Mr. David 
Shapiro, who some years ago created 
a storm in Jewish circles by offering 
a large . um of money for the estab-
1 ishment of a Yiddish chair at the 
11 brew University. The off Pr was 11ot 
a<.'('epkd. 

Kusewitzky 
THE rumour that Moshe Kusewit-

zky, Warsaw's leading Cantor, 
had been killed in the bombing of 
Warsaw has, I am glad to hear, 
proved false. The latest report states 
that Kusewitzky has managed to find 
refuge in Bucharest, Roumania. 

Some time ago it was announced in 
Johannesburg that Kusewitzky was to 
officiate and give co.nc,erts in the 
Union. Lovers of Chazanuth were 
eagerly looking forward to his ar
rival. Unfortunately, the tour did not 
materialise. Had he come here for 
the High Festivals he would have 
been saved the terrible agony of the 
war in Poland. 

Kusewitzky is to-day regarded as 
the leading Chazan. A member of a 
gifted family of sing,ers-two of his 
brothers are chazanim in England 
and his uncle, Mr. Ephraim Shlepak, 
is officiating in a leading Montreal 
Synagogue-Kusewitzky began his 
career as choir-boy. As a child he also 
showed great promise in painting and 
sculpture and attended the Royal 
Academy of Art in Rostov. His first 
important post was Vilna and later 
he was called to the Great Tlomatski 
Synagogue of Warsaw. 

Some two years ago he visited the 
United States and appeared in the 
Carnegie Hall. New York Jews, who 
have heard some of the greatest Cha
zanim, gave him a most enthusiastic 
welcome. The sternest critics were 
full of praise. It was then stated that 
a synagogue on the East Side had 
offered him 10,000 dollars for offici
ating on the three days of Yomim 
N ~roim. But being under contract 
with the Warsaw community he could 
not accept the off er. 

Journalist Heroes 

JT will take a long time before any-
thing like the full story of 

Jewish heroism in Poland is told. In 
the meantime incidents and episodes 
trickle through from various chan
nels. Of special interest is the 
heroism of the Jewish journalists. 
l\1oses, the correspondent of the 
"J,ewish Telegraphic Agency," would 
not leave Warsaw until the very end. 
When the city was being bombarded, 
he broadcast an appeal to the United 
States which, it will be remembered, 
was reproduced by Reuter. All other 
journalists clung to their posts till the 
last mi.nute, and many refused to 
leave the country when facilities for 
evacuation were offered to them. 

To-day hundred of Jewish jour
nalists are stranded in various parts 
of Eastern Europe, and their plight 
i. c mo t tragic• on . 'l'he P. le. tin 
and m •rican W1 it r ' nion ha. is
sued an appeal on their behalf, a.nd 
hopes to send them material aid. The 
position of Zionist journalists who 
were stranded in the Soviet-occupi~d 
territories is no less tragic than un
der the Nazis. They can hope for 
little mercy from the Bolsheviks. In 
the small states which have come un
der Russian influence the positio.n of 
the Jewish journalists also seems not 
v,ery safe, and the case of M. Orzech 
is typical. 

Orzech fled from Nazi Warsaw to 
the safety of Vilna. As soon as he 
reached Lithuania he began cabling 
to the Forwaerts, of New York, de
tailed reports of the German terror. 
He also described the Soviet looting 
of the invaded territories. 

Pressure was then brought upon 
the Lithuanian Government by the 
Soviet and Ornech was arrested and 
threatened with deportation to War
saw. For days there were excited 
cables in the Forwaerts until the 
State Department of the U.S.A. too'k 
up the matter. Orzech is now free, 
but he must send no more cables, and 
has to leav,e the country as soon ::is 
he can obtain a visa to a neutral 
have.n. 

Plausible 
A BEGGAR presents himself at the 

door of a Jewish home. 

"As a result of the war," he tells 
the housewife, "I am reduced to s,ell
ing tzitzis. 

"May I see your tzitzis ?" 

"As a result of the war, I am un
able to get any." 
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P.O. Box 3860 

M. BLOCH 
& co.-----
WHOLESALE MERCHANf ' 

148, Market Street, 
JOHANNESBURG • 

• 
Also at Corner St. George's and 

Hout Streets, Cape Town 

- and -
191-3, Pine Street, DURBAN. 

• 
Tel. Address: "Blochanco." 

'Phone 4. P.O. Box 2. Meyerton. 

MEYERTON COLLEGE 
Principal: Pnf. J. Nieman. 

Boarding chool for J e'wish Boy 
and Girls. 

Grades to Matric. 
Barmitzvahs prepared free. Jewish 
and Hebrew taught by Resident 

Hebrew Master. 
Sh?:r:thand, Bookkeeping and Type
writmg from Std. VI. can be taken 

for J.C. and Matric. 
All Sports and Swimming in our n w 

bath under supervision. 

NATAL 
ISH RI S, LTD. 

314, CHURCH ST., PRETORIA 

Managing Director : 
P. ESAKOV. 

Wholesale and Retail 
Fish & Provision Merchants 

FRESH FISH AND SQL!t.;S 
Selected Salt Herrings, 
Kippers, Smoked Snoek 
and Salmon - - - -
always in stock. 

• 
FRYING AND SALAD OILS. 

• 
'Phone 44/5. P.O. Box 730. I 

INDIGESTION 
'CJoesrit live here·anymore" 
Tas:e ' Carters Little Liver Pill before and 
after meals and get relief. 

SPILKIN'S-. 
Headache & Neuralgia Powders 

For Instant Relief. 
SPILKIN'S CHEMISTS, 

Kenilworth Rosettenville 
Phone 32-1220 Phone 32-2450 


