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By "Hamabit'' 

Mauritius 
N INTERESTING item in the 

cable news recently was 
the announcement of the arrival of 
sixteen hundred Jewish refugees at 
Mauritius-the beautiful island situ
ated some seven days sea journey 
from Durban. These refugees are 
presumably those who were ref used 
landing in Palestine. 

'f.his must surely be the first time 
that Mauritius has loomed large on 
the Jewish horizon. No.Jewish com
munity has ever been established on 
the island, although individual Jews 
from the Union have visited Mauri
tiu~ from time to time on holiday 
bent. 

I do not believe there i a single 
Jewish resident on the i land to day. 
The only Jewish name in the past 
that one can think of in connection 
with Mauritius is that of a Sephar
dic Jew, J. I. de Lissa Cohen, who 
died at Gurepipe in Mauritius in 
May, 187!1. For close on two de
cades, Cohen was intimately connected 
with journalism in Mauritius. He 
was the founder and editor of the 
"Mercantile Record and Communal 
Gazette," and was generally well
liked on the island. 

Although I . have no information 
on this point, I feel sure that some 
steps are being taken here to ascer
tain the conditions in which the 
.Jewish refugees are now living and 
in what way they can be assisted. 

A Chazan 
J OFTEN wish I could listen-in to 

some of the excellent pro
grammes broadcast by the Palestine 
radio. From reports published in the 
Palestine press, I notice that both the 
musical and the "talking" pro
grammes are of a really high stan
dard. One of the subjects which is 
regularly dealt with by the Pales· 
tine radio is that of the history of 
Chazanuth. These talks are given 
with musical illustrations and are a 
real treat to those like myself who 
have a keen interest in this ancient 
Jewish art. 

A few months ago, for instance, 
the Palestine radio devoted a whole 
programme to Eduard Birnbaum, the 
well-known Koenigsberg chazan. 
Birnbaum died only twenty years ago, 
and though he was not as distin
guished a singer as _ome of his con· 
temporaries, he devoted himself to 
the study of Chazanuth and really 
laid the foundations of the history 
and science of Chazanuth. The late 
A. z. Idelsohn made liberal use of 
Birnbaum's works for the publica-
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tion of his book. His monumental 
collection of Chazanic music, some 
15,000 manuscripts, is housed in the 
Hebrew Union College of Cincinatti. 
0.n several occasions it was stated 
that these would appear in print, but 
so far nothing seems to have been 
done in the matter. 

"Owszem" 
JT is an irony of fate that Palestine, 

which started its modern de
velopment as a haven of refuge for 
Jews who fled from Poland, is to day 
offering refuge to Polish exiles. 
Numerous Polish dignitaries recently 
reached Palestine after having es
caped from Rumania, and detach
ments of Polish soldiers crossed into 
the country from Syria after the fall 
of France. The Poles feel very much 
at home amongst the Jews of Pales 
tine. Few of them have any know
ledge of English, but they can very 
easily manage with Polish amongst 
the Palestinian Jews. 

A recent arrival in Tel-Aviv is 
General Skladkowski, a former 
Polish Premier, who had fled from 
Rumania. Skladkowski is the notori
ous fou.nder of the "Owszem"-policy 
in Poland, During his reign a delega
tion came to him to protest against 
pogroms and against the anti-Jewish 
boycott. His reply was that he was 
against pogroms. "Such things can 
not be permitted in the countr~r," he 
said, "but as for the boycott, the 
economic fight against Jews, well 
... 'Owszem.' " Now "Oswzem" is a 
typically Polish word meaning, "why, 
of course." Since then this policy has 
been known as the "Owszem"-policy. 

I am glad to learn that the Jews 
of Palestine, however, bear these 
exiles no malice. An exile is an exile, 
and Jews know the taste of exile. 
The Poles are entertained and looked 
after by their Jewish countrymen, 
and not even in a whisper does any
o.ne suggest that the fate of the 
Polish rulers is a punishment from 
God. 

Bait for the Soldier 
HERE is a delightful little story 

which I would like to pass on to 
our army chaplains, and to all others 
connected with the spiritual welfare 
of our men in uniform. In fairness 
to our South African Jewish lads I 
must add, however, that no bait is 
required in order to attract tlouth 
African Jewish men to camp ser
vices, or to any other Jewif:h cul
tural functions. 

The story was told by Dr. Mar
goshes, the present editor of the 
"Tog," of New York. During the 
first Great War he was attached to 

the Jewish Welfare Boa ·d School an 
institutio.n which provided spiri~ual 
and social guides for Jewish men in 
uniform. "It was my duty," he says, 
"to hand over to the young men who 
entered my school the Jewish heritage 
of 3,000 years in three weeks' time! 
I cannot say that the results were 
always satisfactory. Frequent trips 
to the camps for inspection were 
necessary in order to ascertain how 
our graduates were working out." 

One day he went on a trip of in
spection to a camp in order to dis
cover the secret of an unusual suc
cess. It appeared that one of his 
graduates had become a most popular 
welfare officer although he had .no 
extraordinary training, no special 
ability, no per onality. "I spent a 
whole day," continues Dr .... Iargoshe , 
"without finding the slighte t clue to 
his phenomenal popularity. Finally, I 
asked the young officer himself about 
it. He grew very mysterious and led 
me down a flight of stairs to the 
cellar. Then he lit a match, and 
brought me face to face with an ob
ject far in the corner of the base
ment. It was ... a barrel of herring 
surrou.nded by piles of "pumper
nickel," or what is called .Jewish 
bread. 'See,' he said to me, 'this is 
what the boys used to get at home, 
and what they greatly miss in the 
Army. And this is the secret of my 
success!'" 

A Prodigy 
"A STREET has 96 buildings. 

Every building contains 128 
windows, and eve1y window consists 
of six window-panes. How many 
window-panes are there in the 
street?" 

If you were asked this question 
you would probably have to spend 
a considerable time on multiplication 
until you reached the final figure of 
73,728 panes. But not so Baruch 
Dreiser, a five-year--old Jewish child 
in the city of Bialystock, which is now 
under Soviet occupation. The little 
boy took only a few seconds to solve 
the above problem which was given 
to him by a committee of scientists. 
They put him to a -strenuous test and 
were amazed at his mathematical 
abilities. 

Friends! 
JSAAC and Moses were always 

quarrelling. After some time, 
they decided to become good friends. 
Isaac said to Moses: "I wish you \ 
what you wish me." 

"You are starting aga!.n," said 
Moses. 
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HOT WATER GEYSERS 
Electric conttnuoua, immediate Hot watu 

for Bath.a. 

For Free Demonstration 'Phone 
33-9293. 

or write to 
UDDLE!HAN' ~ 

21 Loveday Street Johanneabur«. 

Everything lor the 
H oase F arnisher 

AT 

S. LIFSCHITZ 
AND SON, 

149, President St., Johannesburg 

Carpets, Curtains and 
Curtain Nets, Linoleums, 

TAPESTRIES. BEDSPREADS, 
HOUS~HOLD LINEN, etc., etc, 

~all and inspect Our Excep· 
tlonal Range of Furnishings. 

STRICTLY WHOLESALE 

P.O. Box 5182. 
Phone: 22-4 737 /8. 

The Most Delicious 

FISH PASTE 
Redro on toast or in Randwiches I 
always welcome, and your family or 
guests will enjoy this fresh, pure and 
delicious fish paste. Redro is ideal 
for all occasions .and you can alwaya 

depend C!ll1 this tasty favourite. 

Available 
everywhere 
in oven-glas:; 
jars of 
1 oz . • 3 ozs. 
and 4 oz;i. 

REDRO 
FISH PASTE 

Trade Enquiries : 

STEPHAN BROS •• LTD., 
Bree Street, Cape Tow~ 


