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CURRENT 
COMMUNAL 

By "Hamabit'' 

A Vete:rnn 
FLYING to Palestine this week 

from this country is an old 
Zionist worker who, I think, is known 
to many people here. He is Berna1 cl 
Weinronk, who has been a soldier of 
Zion for some forty years a.11d has 
loyally devoted himself to the work 
jn South Africa for three decades. He 
was one of the founders of the first 
Zionist grnup to be established in 
Johannesburg thirty-five years ago. 

This seventy-year old vete1an, who 
beca!ne int0r<>st0<l in the natic.nal 
movem nt \Vhen, as a young- man, he 
rn< t Theodor Herzl, now finds the call 
of 1~1 etz Israel irresistible. After 
everal short visit::; to Palestine, he 

l.as d cided to ttle 111 tha cou11-
try arnl d vote the r st of his ) t•'.HS 

to ab. o ·binp- the . pirit and !if, of the> 
i. hu and to pin~ illg lii. part in tht: 

st rug-g-le that lies ahead. 

am sure that the good wishc.'s of 
all co workers th1·uughout the coun
trv will accompany Bcrna1d Wein
ro~k on his setting oet n his "g.c.lt 
adventure." 

W agnei:' s Ancestry 
THE question of Richard Wagner's 

ancestry has always been a con
troversial issue. It has frequently 
been alleged that he came of Jewish 
stock, but such assertio.ns have al
ways been denied by the descendants 
of the family of the famous com
poser. Now I see that the question 
has been revived again, this time by 
Mr. Ernest Newman, the E.nglish 
musical critic. In an appendix which 
he has added to the third volume of 
the American edition of his life of 
Wagner, Mr. Newman says there is 
now overwhelming evidence in sup
port of the theory that Ludwig 
Geyer, a noted German-Jewish actor, 
was the father of the great com
poser. 

Wagner was born in Leipzig in 
1813, and six months' later his mother 
was left a widow. The following 
year she married Ludwig Geyer, who 
was a friend of her first husband, 
Carl Friedrich Wagner, police actuary 
of Leipzig. Mr. Newman recalls that 
Wagner, in a letter written to his 
sister, Ceceilie, o.n 14th January, 
1870, said that it seemed to him that 
"our father Geyer" by his "sacrifice 
for. the whole family" (in marrying 
the widow and taking on himself the 
heavy burden of her many young 
children-Mr. Newman's note) "be
lieved he was atoning for a guilt." 

Ernest Newman is the doyen of 
musical critics in Great Britain and 
the fact that he believes in Wagner's 
Jewish ancestry is of considerable 
importance. 

CO MME T 

In view of the controversy regard
ing Wag.ner's paternity wh:ch has 
raged in musical circles for many 
decades, I find, as many people do, 
considerable irony in the fact that 
Adolf Hitler and his satellites have 
hailed Richard Wagner and his music 
as the particular orname.nts"of Ge:t
man National Socialism and that the 
festival theatre of Baireuth, which 
Wagner built for the presentation of 
his works, has become something of 
a Nazi shrine. 

Herschman 
CA, TTO n .l\101 decai He1 ~ehrnan, 

\\ho · death at the age of fifty
t\ o i it:ported from 'ew York, wa 
one of the leading chaz nim of our 
time. J u&t before th outln al' of the 
last wa , h arrived in ilna a an 
u11kno 'n oun r man, and \\a gi en 
a tl'ial at th Great ..._') nagogu '· So 
greatly did he impress the large co11-
gregation that he was immcdiat"ly 
appointed to the post of Chief Chazan 
in Vilna, which was at that time re
garded as the leading chazanic post 
i.n the world. 

Some twenty years ago he went to 
America and achieved great fame 
there. Many of his compositions and 
performances were recorded, and are 
to be found in Jewish homes in this 
country. On several occasions it was 
si.ated that Cantor Herschman in
tended to visit South Africa, but 
owing to his failing health these 
plans never materialised. 

From Greek to Hebrew 
TCHERNICHOVSKY, the leading 

Hebrew poet in Palestine, has 
recently been busily engaged i.n 
translating Homer's Odyssey into 
Hebrew. • 

This work is due to be published 
very shortly and its appearance is 
eagerly awaited in Palestine. 

Since the war, Palestine writers 
have remarked upon the fact that to
day there is a complete i·approche
ment between the Greeks and the 
Jews, who in ancient times 
were cultural rivals. Palestinian 
Jews and Greek Jews are 
now fighting in large numbers on the 
Albanian battle-front. In Palestine 
there has been a magnificent re
sponse towards an appeal for the 
Greek War Fund, and Greeks have 
written to the Hebrew press thanking 
Jews for the interest shown in the 
plight of their country. The appear
ance of a Hebrew translation of 
Greece's greatest clarnic will, there
fore, be of some political importance 
too. 

"Haaretz," by the way, reported 
recently that Sir Ronald Storrs, who 

.is an authority on the Greek elas ··c , 
has written to Tchernichovskv a. king 
him for some details regarding the 
translation of the Odyssey. He stated 
that he reads this work at least once 
a year, and was greatly interested 
in the announcement that it would be 
translated into Hebrew. 

Tchernichovsky, by the way, was 
recently the recipient of the .Bialik 
Plize for lite1ature, which is award'-d 
annually by the Tel Aviv ,, Juni
cipality. 

Training Communal Workers 
J Ht•;A {tJ the o h r day of an in-

tNe ting scheme which i beiug 
alh o at din 'Washington in rabbinical 
and other circle . ThP projlct j no 
1 · than a ni 1. it~ of J \ i h 
SLudi . to train all ' ho n•{a r' in 
professional Jewish acti itie . Such 
a univer~ity would corn~ist of various 
rnllegos \vhich would train studt•nts 
for the rabbinate, social work, edu
cation, etc., and only graduat s of 
the university would be engaged or 
su'pported in the communities where 
they would be called upon to functic.n. 

I understand that the sponsor of 
this project is Rabbi David Polish, 
director of the B'nei B'rith Hillel 
Foundation at the Cornell University. 
This rabbinical leader declares that 
all too often Jewish social workers, 
teachers, journalists a.nd other com
munal officials not 0°nly lack an ade
quate Jewish background, but also 
fall far below professional standards 
in their particular fields of activity. 
The goRl of the proposed university 
would be "the creation of a united, 
American Jewry, led by men and 
women whose training would be a 
.I;iedge for positive and creative Jew
ish life in America." 

The training of men and women to 
take up positions in Jewish com
munal work here has never yet been 
considered. Most of the appointments 
-with, of course, a few exceptions
are made in a haphazard manner. 
Generally, the idea of creating a 
communal civil service has never 
even been thought of, but the day is 
.not far distant when this problem 
will have to be faced. 

Consideration 
AN anxious Jewish mother in Jo

hannesburg, in a letter to her 
son in the army up orth wrote: 

"Darling, I hope you are rising 
punctually every morning and not 
keeping the regiment waiting for 
breakfast!" 
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HOT WATER GEYSERS 
Electric conllnuou~. immediate Hot water 

for Hath • 

For Free Demonstration 'Phone 
33-9293. 

01· \\ t itc to 
• IIDDLE IAN'S 

21 Lf>,cday • trcct Johanncsburii. 

Use More Blocks 
to Illu. ·trate your Catalogues, 
Advert1 ements an:I 
Brochur~~ 

PICTORIAL 
PROCE~S 
ENGRAVING 
c.o. (PTY.), LTD. 

SPECIALISTS rn LINE A, .. ·n 
HALF-TONE BLOCKS 

4, Harrison Street, 
JOH.L TNESBlJRG. 

Phone 33-1817 P.O. Box 6614 

TH ANG 0-PAL STINE 
A , I IT D 

Lstablished 1902. 

Capital and Reserves 
£1,075,000 

London Office: 10-12 Walbrook, E.C.• 
General Management • Tel·Aviv. 

BRANCHES: 
Tel-Aviv, Jaffa, Jerusalem, Haifa 
Hadar-Hacarmel, Tiberias Safe~ 

Petah-Tikvah, Hedera, R~hovoth. 

Every Banking Facility for 
Business with Palestine 

AFFILIATION : 
The General Mortgage Bank of 

Palestine, Limited, Tel-Aviv. 

THE HYGIENIC 
KOSHER 

DELICACIES 
Cor. J eppe and West Sts .• 

NEWTOWN 

Insist on having 
"Hygienic" 

Kosher Delicades 
Fon P. \SSOVER 

Under supervision of the 
Beth-Din. 

'Phone 33-5811. 


