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ON DETENTIONS AND BLACK CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

On the very day that a new Executive State President was
inaugurated in a new Constitution for the Republic of South
Africa, that has been widely heralded by the establishment
as a breakthrough for reform and the only recipe to maintain
stability and progress in South Africa, we have riots and

r

disturbances in many of our metropolitan areas and political
meetings banned in 21 Magisterial Districts. Black urban areas
have been cordoned off, it is virtually impossible to find out
what is going on there and many people have been arbitrarily
detained and locked up. Is there any clearer demonstration
that Black constitutional development is at a dead end; that
there are no adequate channels for the legitimate expression of
political grievances by Blacks, particularly in the metropolitan
and urban areas, and that the exclusion of Blacks from the
central Constitution of South Africa remains the one glaring
ommission on the pa 1iti cal agenda of the 'Government.

Police action such as we have seen, is a clear admission that
politicians have not done their job. We will never find an
acceptable and workable alternative by means of detentions and
bannings. Throwing stones, looting, burning. firing rubber
bullets, detentions and bannings are symptoms of failure,
frustration and anger. We can never build a new beginning on
symptoms, only if we go back to the basic causes of conflict,
distrust and instability.

,The Government has appointed a Cabinet Committee to go into the
constitutional position of Blacks in the future. Thi sis a
sign of hope. However, if that Committee is going to look
for a new future in terms of the old assumptions of Grand
Separate Development or Apartheid, it might as well pack up
its bags right at the outset a~d forget about it.
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If the Government continues to assume that -

~al its policy of Homelands becoming independent sovereign
states is not negotiable; and

(b) secondly, that all Blacks must exercise their final
rights of citizenship within, or as members of such
States, and the solution for urban Blacks must be
linked to the Homelands; and

(cl thirdly, that the problem of influx control is simply
one of finding acceptable administrative and legal
machinery to distinguish between "urban insiders"
and nruralou tsid ers", th ent her eis noh 0pe 0 f fin din g
a solution to unrest, instability, riots, and looting
in the long run in our urban areas,

Of course people get angry when they are hungry and without
employment; of course an increase in rates, rentals~ lack of
community facilities will play an important role in stimulating
aggression and urban violence. All these factors are aggravated
and acquire a major significance in the, absence of any viable and
workable political channels by means of which these people in these
areas can articulate their grievances and try to do something
about them. On ly a drama ti c and cl ea r sign from the Governmen.t
that it is prepared to consider a new beginning as far as the
constitutional position of Blacks is concerned, holds the promise
of undercutting the increasing spiral of violence and aggression
in our metropolitan areas.

It is impossible to stabilize our urban areas on false and
unworkable constitutional assumptions, It is impossible to
hope for co-operation and negotiation when people bave to accept
policies which deny their rights of South African ciiizenship.
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The PFP has been accused of having an obsession about Black
issues and Black constitutional development. We have been
told that we always talk about Blacks, but never about Whites.
Let me ~ake it quite clear, that the only way in which any White
person can look with confidence to the future of this country,
the only way in which he or she can realistically pursue their
interests in a stable and prosperous country, is by facing up
to the reality of the Black presence in our cities and our
rural areas; by facing the challenge of Black constitutional
development now, and not postponing it to future generations.
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ON THE PRESENT ECONOMIC CLIMATE

South Africa finds itself in very grave economic circumstances.
Every day we read reports from experts that it is tough - that
it is likely to get tougher. Any household under these
circumstances takes stock of its resources and tries to see
where it can cut out the fat and trim its expenses. If this
is true for the domestic budget of every household, it is even
more true and necessary for the national budget of the country.
For years the PFP has argued that Apartheid and Separate Devel~
opment is an expensive luxury, a very poor political investment.
That truth is hitting home now with a vengeance. It is pointless
for the Government to plead with, or to punish the private
consumer if itself, as the major public consumer, continues to
indulge in excess and wagte. When we ask the Government to
cut back on its own expenditure, we do not mean that thereby it
should increase the hardship and deprivation of the poor or
the elderly and the unemployed. On the contrarYf it must cut
back on wasteful expenditure so that in these difficult times
Government can continue to assist and aid those that are deserving
of aid. The Government must not com eow Lt.h vague appeals, but
must ~ve us concrete examples of how it is cutting back.

When I am talking about cutting back, I am not talking about
penny pinching here and there, but major reductions of long term
wasteful Government projects. For example, Homeland consoli-
dation, which consumed vast amounts of money without increasing
productivity; the vast bureaucratic network necessary to main-
tain and implement the counter-productive policy of influx
control; duplicating and in some cases quadruplicating organi~
sations and facilities; erecting large and unnecessary
luxurious public buildings and prestige projects; not effectively
monitoring Government aid and assistance, etc.

It is cynical and pointless to punish the old age pensioner, the
infirm, the unemployed and those living on the bread-line in a
time of economic austerity and still continue with wasteful

expenditure on projects of this kind.
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ON THE NEW PARLIAMENT AND OPPOSITION STRATEGIES

A great deal has been written about the new Parliament, its
promises, pitfalls and possibilities. A great deal of
speculation has also been done on the position and role of
the Opposition.

The PFP has been written on and off the map so often during
the last two months that if we had to take every commentator
seriously we would have been punch drunk by now, I have
been asked whether I would enter into alliances, common
strategies, open up the party membership, etc. etc. But,
let me state the PFP's position in this regard quite clearly,

(1) We have a clearly defined set of principles and a
policy accepted by our Congresses to which we are
committed inside ahd outside of Parliament. We
intend pursuing those policies and principles to the
best of our ability. We did so in the old Parliament
and we will do so in the new Parliament. Whether we
enjoy the support of others in doing so or not. In
other words, our commitment to our policies and
principles is not dependant on the new Constit~tionl
or tho se who partie ipa te in it,. o r even t.h ose who do
not participate in it,

(2) Secondly, we welcome the support of all of those who
share these principles and policies, whether inside or
outside of Parliament, or whether inside or outside of
the Party. And, we are prepared to support others
in their struggle for these principles and policies,

(3) Thirdly, we do not claim to be the only Opposition to
Government or even the best opposition to Government~
nor do we claim that the only way in which one can oppose
the Government is the way in which we are doing it,
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Nor do we say that we are bigger, better or more moral,
pure or righteous in opposing the Government than anybody
else. But we have a right to oppose which we ~ill
exercise to the best of our ability.

(4) Fourthly, whether we enter into alliances or strategies
or cross chamber co-operation on iisues, or link up
with organisations inside or outside of Paraliament,
depends on the circumstances and whether others also
wish to do so with us in sharing the same commitments
and principles. It is early days yet in the new
Parliament. I believe there are going to be many
hiccups, many adjustments and many problems b~fore,
and if, we all settle down in the new system,

(5) Fifthly and finally, how we oppose, what we oppose,
when we oppose is a matter of principle, commitment and
conviction not one of personality or skin colour.


