
April 141.h, 1939. 

Zionist Conversazione. 

INTERESTING LECTURE BY 
Dr. A. BIRNBAUM. 

The fortnightly 1onv rsazione took place 
at the Zioni. Hall on Tue day night. Dr. 

1
• E. Kark was in the chair. 

Dr. A. BimJ.>aum deli\'ered .. n interest­
ing lecture ou "LibelH ancl Aeem;ations in 
the Name of eligion." He dealt \Vith the 
psychological origin of fol e accusations in 
general and the blood lib I in particular. 
Civilisation, he uicl, b gan when human 
beings fir t re~ lis d t hl t in order to live 
together the individual must be prepared to 
submit to rnle · and give up some of his 
liberty. Before the beginning of civilisation 
might was ueceptecl as a fact; the idea that 
·'might i · right·' cume later an<l pre­
impposes the existence of right and wrong, 
thus demanding some explanation for one's 
1wtions. 

Religion, said the leeturer, h; the basis of 
·ivili ·ution. Th • rnome11t humau beings 

b 'gnn to fe ,] the neecl for reli "ion, c:ivilisa­
tion cm e into ... ·i:tenc . Pagan religion , 
howe\ er, did 110 di._·l!ttnl th focL of might, 
but trn11Rferrcd his c1uality to their gods; 
hut the moment tltl'Y lll'c..,ph1 cl r ligion they 
~ nln11itled lo Ji· limitation of hurnm1 
lih rt ' by th ' ' nds. Ir the lrong Rt ill 
wanl 1<1 to a:'-'el'l hi sup riorit.r h h:Hl to 
lo 1- for prd '.·ls jnstifyinn his nction. 
Among the inclividrnils o[ on' denornina ion 
this caused Ii LU_, dillfrnlty. Wh •11 it cmne 
to th relations l>el\vet·n nations, how 3 Ver, 
a pretext for oppr 'ssio11 bltd to b i1 vented 
and this wos found iu the e. pbna ion that 
ppre , ion wn' orcl red by the god ·. ew 

r a ons '" r · 0 i \' 1 11 for puni hing other 
nu tions, such a, slnnderina their god or in­
·uHing the ndhcreuts of Lheir god. 

Blood Libel. 
The 1hrii-;foms had to jusWy to them­

~efres and to the world the tortures they 
inflicted on the Jews. l\Ian. ac usu ti on · 
were made, the chief being the blood libel. 
Tl1i wa not nc ·iclenLal, but due to the 
fact that blood \Vas cons~dered by all primi· 
tive people as the source of life. Dr. Birn­
baum explained in detail three £mms in 
which the blood libel appeared and showed 
that in each ca e there was a psychological 
need for the Christians on the one hand to 
debase the Jewi:sh religion, and on the other 
to ju Lify their own a trocitie . There have 
been hundr cl of trials in connection with 
the blood libel, but in all but three the 
J e\VS were acquitted, and e-v n in these 
three the J \TS \Vere sentenced for common 
murder and not for ritual murder. The 
Popes, especially Pope Innocent IV and 
Benedict XIY always te tified to the 
ab urdity of th libel. The mas es, how-
ver, continued to believe in i , as wa 

:een in th Hihrner, Belli:-. <n d rI'i~.-a E:-der 
trials. A pecial edition of the " 'tuermer" 
in 1934 wa« devoted to the blood libel and 
called forth explanations and protest from 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, thP Chief 
Rabbi, and other prominent.people. 

Reaction to Libel. 
In conclusion, Dr. Birnbaum said he con­

sidered that our reaction to all kinds of 
libels should not be an apologetic one. The 
Jews should impre. on non-Jews that 
whatever might happen to them, they would 
not allow their adversaries to besmirch 
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their honour. The duty of Jewish repre­
sentatives was to tell their enemie tbut 
they woulcl never succeed in putting us 
morally on the defen ive. All other 
method 0£ combating anti-semitism \.\·ere 
0£ no avail. 

Mr. B. L. Rubik an l Mr. 1\1. Aren ou 
took part in the discussion. 

P resentati.on. 
During the cour ·e of the evening a cer­

tificate for ten tree \.Yas presented to Mr. 
and 1\Irs. J. 1\I. Heneck, haYing peen sub­
scribed by the Dor. hei Zion Committee on 
the occasion 0£ the Barrnitz' nh of their 
son. Dr. Kark paid a tribute to i\Ir. and 
1rs. Heneck for their devoted labours on 

behalf of the nation al ca use. :Mr. Hen eek 
suitably ·eplied. 

fr. 1\1. Natas gave a: humorous reading 
in Yiddish and Miss S. Sopher rendered 
Hebrew songs which were very much ap­
preciated. 
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Trade Enquiries : 

P.O. Box 3127, Cape Town. 
P.O. Box 966, Johannesburg. 
P.O. Box 272, Port Elizabeth. 
P.O. Box 727, Durban. 


