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UNITED S"A" JEWISH WAR APPEAL" 

lnaugu1!4ated . 
11i Cape Town. 

Reception in Honour of the Hon. Mr. Justice Greenberg. 

The United South African Jewi~h War Appeal was inaugurated in Cape Town on Sunday night 
at a Recep6.on at the Zionist Hall in honour of the Hon. Mr. Justice L. Greenberg, Judge-President 
of the Supreme Court, Transvaal, and Mrs. Greenberg. There was a large and representative 

gathering present and the Appeal met with a good response. 

Mr. :JI. ALEXA,.'DER, K.C., :Jl.P., \\'<ts 
i11 the chair and read n telegrmn "'i,·hiJJg 
the ·ainpaign bUC'eess from the .i. Tati011HI 
C'orn1nittee of the l'nited .\ppenl in Johun
nesburg, arn1 a letter from l\fr. Leon 8 gal, 

'l1c1irmm1 of the Cape Committee, \\ lio had 
lea for the U.8.A. the pr ,Yious dn.J. He 
extended a eordinl welcome to l\Ir. J usticl' 
C:-reenberg, 
011 8outl1 
<h'eenb rg. 

whobe e11ree1· hncl bhecl luistrL' 
Afriunn .fewry, nncl to 1\frs. 

1\lr WOOLli' IL\HHJ t-3 said he had 
wale-heel the e<neer of .Mr. J u:-;l it;e Ure ·11-
h9rg from his t>arly ;. out Ii a11tl iL had lllOl"L' 

than ju.'tificd tlw hi1rlit>si exp •elution.. l lP 
hoped h would ht• ,'purlcl for 111<111, ,'enr;:; 
tc oe ·up,\ l1is high ollit:P. Hl ii,id ltllH.dt 

pleasure i11 welt'oming hi111 u11d Mr"I. Gree11-
l>erg. 

1 oud1i11g 011 l}l<:' objeut. · of tl1e Appeal, 
.:\Ir. llal'l'i:-; sctid Llrnt the lim • lwcl al'l"i\'t•tl 
for us to giYe ou1· brethren in distress 
something more thn11 the eruuil>H from om 
table. 

.:\Ir. ,JUST! 'E GlmE BEJW-, on helrnU 
ot' :\Irs. Greenberg ancl himself, express<.~d 

deep appreeiati011 of the eorclia1 \\ elconw. 
He outlined the objects of the Appeal in 
'\vhich the S.A. Board of Deputies Hlhl 

Zioni t Federation had united. .;.\fillion~ 

of Jews in Europ had beeu renderecl home
less and destitute and \.Yhile it wa. impos
·ible at pre ent to aid a large proportion of 
these, the demands after the war would be 
very great in order to help them to rebuild 
their shattered live:; it \\as therefore irn
portant to have funds in rese1Te for u11~ 

emergency. At the same time there werP 
enormous nu111bers of Jews m various 
countries who were in great need and 
who could be <l:~·if-ited now, nncl it \nts 
up to South African Jewry to J1elp to 
alleYiate their distress. 

As regnrd · Pale tine, continued :Jfr . 
Greenberg, though the great Yidories iu the 
\V estern Desert hncl ult ·1 recl t be po ition 
materially, the danger to that country wa · 
by no means oYer. Palestine might becom, 
the focal point of offence; the cour. e of 
ordinary life would then be cli:sturbed and 
new financial need created. The .Tews 
knew from past experience t}1at they could 
expect little from the Government; in \Ynr 

a· in peace the:v hnd to depend on them
, elve and J e\Y, who liY cl in fr e and demo
cratic countrie. must help to the utmosi 
of their ability. 

H e was well aware, aid Mr. Greenberg, 
that in Cape Town as el ewhere, Jew con-

tributecl generously to general funds. Bul 
''hat wa .l10\\' ivkc<l \Vil!-> n conhibution in 
uddition to a11d not in .i.;11b.'5titution of other 
c·on1ribntiou<..;. Our clear clut.,v as c·itiZL'JJ:-; 
was not to lug behind in shouldering our 
hurrl 1m;. But as J '\\'s we 111u:;;t. ~l1ould1·1 

nn L'xtrn burden-an obligntii\.Jl1 to which 
indl'c•d .J \\':-> were aecustoit1t 1 tl. The clifll'l'
t·n 'l' i;~ our lot l'Oinpnred '·' itlt tlwt <>f c 111· 
lil'etl1ren O\' ·rs •as was i10~ du' 1.o :111y 
pmtieuiar 111erit 011 om· purt, b11t tc the fact 
that our p<n·e1ds or gnnHlpi.ieLl:· trnd bt•111 

11•1j11pted tl• l'Ome 10 1l1i:-. <.:t lP :1y. Our 
t ltn11kf1tl11l·St.. fm tl1is good fort till• c·oitld \)(' 
:--.limn1 \1.' c'<111l riliut i11g 0 '11m·uusly to t 111• 
\p1wal. 

lL\lHU l. .\.BHA f-L\ . I ' nid that i11 onlt>1· 
lo f •el with om cl is tressed brethren \\ ' 
111ust prop 1 rly renlis • the fncts of tl1e sit1w
i ion. I-fo clrew u graphic.: piei urc> of t l1P 
plight of .Jewry in Enrop • to-clay, and d ·
elarecl that it. was om solPHlll dut'.\' to sav1• 

those t lrn I \\'t: could now allCl be prepar<·tl 
to help all tlte \'ictims after the war. 

In hdestin , eontinuecl H.ahhi Abrnl1an1s, 
lhere had been no peace ior three .'·ears 
lJefore the outbreak of war, and now the 
l'.Ount:v was in the dnnger zone. l\deslinu 
wa: our lodeshtr, the source of our hope, 
nucl peace for the Jews ~s a natiou would 
be won only in Eretz I rael. J e\Y, who 
could do so must assist in winning thnt. 
pence by helping the Yishub to defend it. elf 

;111d nll tlint lia(l Of'C:'ll uuilt np with ~'O mueh 
toil and sac.;rifiee. 

As rt:gctnl: tl1e tltil'cl objt'et of the Appe11l, 
l'.011ti11ul'd tlu:• lbhhi , it was the clut. of 
,Jews in t)uutl1 Afric:u to a ·si:-;l their 0\\11 

heroc•s. ,\Iauy wl1u had joined up would 
be dis<tbl ·d affrr tltL' war and would hnve 
to be· support Pd, ot her:s would have to be 
i11tl· 11ratvd j11to tl11..• eennmuie life of till• 
c·ount r,,-, while \\ idows nncl urplim1s would 
l1n\'L' to hl' Hs:-.i ·tt.:d. 

\\'L· stand to-du , . tticl lt.11Jbi \hrahn111., 

ili Oltl! of tltt:• grc•Hll·st eri:;et-i in liistory. lt 
\\'HS O\ll' j>l'L\'ilen(> ltl'l'l' to giYP :tlld to l11•lp 
lnfog alwut tltl· ck:lrndion of the powel'.., 
of cla1 l·nl' and t ltl1 da \\ 11 of a 11ew and 
liettt r or1ler. 

~Ir. l f. l\I. BLOCH i-;nic1 th, App ·td 
1:1u11l'lied 1•lsewhen· i11 Houlh 1\friu11 l1nJ ml'i 
,,·itl1 :-.UCL'.L'sS ctl'<'Orc1i11g to c<.·1'tai11 slm1clards, 
hut tlie re~ponse wns hardly c•o111111< 111surat1· 
with tlte gre<tL Hnrl urge11~ needs. .Jew!"i 
had ent •red on the eigl1t h y ur of wnr de
ef<H'etl 011 th ·111 by Oernum:v; it '\ms n war 
of exlenuinntion arnl w, ns n people lrntl 
nJrenc1,Y n1ffe1ed mol'e casualti s t lrnn an. 
other people. 2fi0,000 .J '\\'S hnd been killed, 
and we bucl lost b,v reduction to de titution 
n l1;tlf of the .Jewish populnlion of the world. 
There were 8,000,000 Jews liYing under the 
shadow of the swastika; the vn t majority 

could not be help ·c1 11111 il t lwir shackle,.. 

Left to Right: Rabbi J. Abrahams, Mr. Justice Greenberg (speaking), 
~fr. M. Alexander, l{.C., M.P., l\Ir . L. Greenberg, 1\Ir. \Voolf Harris. 

Photo: Hausmann. 
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UNITED S. A. JEWISH WAR APPEAL. 

(Co11ti1111cd from J>revious J>agc). 

were broken, but hundreds of thousands in 
''arious countries could be helped now. 
There wa · no corner 0£ the world in which 
there wer uot destitute and starving re
fugee I>alestine had taken more than 

any other country and this meant a great 
i-;t rain on the economy 0£ the country. 

T}1e generosity o[ South African Jewry, 
sai<l l\'.Il'. Bloch, was over-rated; the whole 
siandt.trd of giving must be clumg d; thP 

time had arrived for the sharing of capital 
re. ources. It was tlle duty o.E Jews in free 
nncl democrcttic.: couutries to help to rescue 
t lte rnillions o1 European Jews w}10 were 
d,ving u terrible death. Engli h Jewry with 
nil t.beir c.:rusbing burdens and in the height 
of the bombing nttaek bud asked for a 

dl·legai.ion to eo1ne to England to c.:onduet 
n Kereu liuyesod Cttmpaign. TJ_iat wa:-; 
a most warm-hearted and meritorious act 
Hrn1 SouLh Afriean Jewry, who had not 
t.heir burd '11:->, must net in tl1e smne spirit 
to-day. 

During the evening Cantor .M. Katzin 
reudL:red ::;evernl songs and l\lr. Lionel Bow
man piano solo8, which were very much 
n f>T·reeiatecl 

Cantor Mandel's 
Farewell Recital. 

( 'unt<Jr S. ~fond I gnYe a arew 11 
t'( ·c- it HI flt t ht• Zionist Ball 011 rru ·scla.) 
1iighl. I le rend ·red M:rnriv, and several 

m·1· ·d ill Jodi : <11111 J •wish Rongs. The 
procrrumrne wm; \' 'l'.Y much npprecial d 
Ii.' thP lnrge audi •nc, present nnd Cnntol' 
,\I Hndt>l r t: ivecl a fine oYntion. 

.:\II'. tSlier mid l\Ir. H. Habinowitz \'\'e1·e 

tlil' 1iec.:ornp:mi:t ·; Mr. Hnbinowit;1, also 
gn\'l' :-;c·,enll pi1111nfortc> solo~. 

r~!),,i' ,,~vnv pii1V,,,,, 
BETH HA IEDR ASH llACH ODOSH . 

Vredehoek Avenue. 

WANTED 
Beadle ( Shammos) 
pplicalions are invited for the post of 

SHAMMOS to the above Congregation. 
Applications, staling full particulars of 
age and salary r equired; whether mar 
ried or single, must be submitted not 

later than l\londay , 10th Februa ry, 

Applicants musl be strictly Orthodox. 

Applications must be addressed to: 
THE SECR E TAl':Y, 

P.O. B ox 1792, CAPE TOWN . 
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Originality of Religious Customs. 

A Reply 

There is an old story told of a man who 
l iv d in the Middle Ages when every tmrn 
was still surrounded by a big wall above 
which rose a high watchtower. He wa 
the watchman of the city and would sit 
on the top o.E the tmver and incessantly 
tmd indefatigably watch the horizon for 
anything unusual or foreign in the vicinity. 
When a long time passed and nothing hap
pened, he became somewhat bored. When 
it is one's profession, perhap hobby, to 
di -·cover strange and unusual things which 
are not easily found, one b gin to discover 
sometb.ing strange anc1 fer ian in even the 
most familiar sights. This is exactly what 
happened to the mall on the watthtower. 
He di.·covered thing. which did not actu
ally exi t aud as time pnssed he himself 
c·ame to believe in the strange things he 
found everywhere. \Vlrnt seemed to be 
familinr and intinw1.c• to ~ ·c' r:" body else, 
became od<l and peeuliar to him. H 
alarmed Ot" town that ""-'::; entnuite<l 1o 
liim and <·r11rnecl confusion by liiR conduct. 

\V , too, are li,·ing to-cln.'· in \'ery c·o11-
fus <l times. Not onl r are wt· <'onfmwd 011 

account of political ·e, nLs touehing the 
fat of all natiom; nncl e. p cin 11.Y onr own. 
hut the age in whi1·h Y\'C are living ii:-; mon· 
eonfus cl generally lwenuse thosl' spiritu;1l 
foundations built lhnu. ands nf .' an; ago 
nre tol t ri11g lllHl t:i, ·m to UL' 011 1 liP v rgP 
nf t.:ollnpse. TL i. for thii;; reason that ideas. 
law.' nncl <·u:-dorns wl1iC'h for lonu wen• l'P

gnnlcd fl the • ·pn:ssion ,f our u\\ 11 

nationnl ge11i11,, :tl'l' 11ow hEing dt•::-wribt>d m: 
ac·ic1 nlnlh horrowPd from o!h·r p•oples . 
I•,,· 1 11 sm·rt:d st ntull's, r·1>nHicler •d m· di vine
h re\' n lr<1, nrP beiug C'laime<l 1n he poor 
1:rumbi-; left from Ow npnlt 11t t:1hll' of n 
11111rh Pnrli r nnt.me-religi011. 

It is q11ite true that, from ll1l' \" ·1·y lw
gin11i11g, tlll' .fcwisli 1wopll' tnstct1 of man~ 
('\11 ( tn'Ps, :iwl t h:it sn1110 of our .h•wish c·us
lorns HrL' infh1c ll<'l'd h~· :111 <:nrly kind of 
1rn l 11r '-relioion or hv c·u:-;tnms a11c1 c·ouc·t>p
( io11R of oilwr peopit':-i. (HPL' <>.g. J\fo..;lrnal1 
Taanit.Ji, ·I , 8: llH• c·en•rnon:' of Ta!'-<hlic-h; 
the custom of I\npparoth; l11' uPaling nf 
the willow-b11ndll' on Hoshmrn h H:1 blrn). 

':Che results of n•senr<'h work in <'Otnpnra
tive hiHt01'>' of rt·ligion:-;, rites a11<l fo)klorl' 
are only in their embr:rn-stagc, but om· 
thing iR alreac1.\' C'lear the significance of 
which cmrnoL be :-mfl:i.eie11tly stres. ed. \Ye 
have not assirnilntccl ouri:;~]y ·s by taking 
oYer customs from other people. . Rather 
iR th , opposite ihe cfl.se. \Ve incorporated 
other people's customs, but we wove them 
into our Ji yes and made them sncred by 
our own genius. 

Why always belittle our own sLrength :> 
Why always claim that we are unable to 
create the right expression of our mn1 
.Jewish Ii.Ee bv our own means? Apart from 
nnv Jewish-traditional views, it is regret
table to see how Jewish consciousness is 
weakened bv statements sue h as that there 

to Josephus. 

i8 no difference in princ.:iple between our 
Hanukkah-candle nncl th hri trnas tree. 
.Josephus ees the origins of both linked 
with the ancient deity 0£ Tammuz, who 
rose annually with the birth 0£ vegetation, 
and to complete the whole idea, he con
nects the death of Tammuz, who perished 
in the burning . ummer sun, with our fast 
<lu.y of the 17th of Tammuz. 

Ezeidel (Chap. 8) denounced as a great 
abomination the , ct of women sittil1g in 
the House o.E the Lord weeping for 'l\tm
muz, Le. Adonis, the Greek deity of 
beauty. Ezekiel found the Jewish people 
in Palestine, or rather that part 0£ the 
.Jewish people lefl there after J ehoiachin 
was carried captive to Babylon in 597 n.c., 
entirely corrupted. His hope lay with the 

xiles who had pre. erve<l their idealism 
find the monoth ism 0£ their ancestors, and 
h succeeded in gaining spiritual leadership 
in Babylon. \Vhen ehemia ·nme from 
Babylon to J,,rnsnlern, about 140 years 
later, he brought with him all the true 
.Je"·ish tradition taught by 'Ezekiel and hiR 
followers, and he canied with him th hat 
ngcJin. t, :my strnug • and for ~ign influence 
on Jewry. LBee hiR granc1io e recapitula
tion of .J wish hif'tm·y und r th aspect of 
Ooc1 's Kingdom (chap. 9) a11d the seaJP.d 
c·oyennnt-nmanali (C'hup. 10), whose prac
ticnl ~nnse<lU'11C'R nre clescribed (clrnp. 
IH) j. 

It i , t lt('refort oln iou l,\ unlikl Jy 
that, :ii-; ",JoSl'pliu. ·· b Ji 'V .~, eherni.i 
hro11ghl tlw rrnnnnuz or . ..Jergal cult. tu 
.JpruRHlPnL Tli •re cnnnol be an,, r1uesli'o11 
of hfni11g ":-;piri1uuli:-;c>d'' n heathen belief. 
To ·1tgge.t llrnt 1Teh min who was himself 
l'PRJ>Ollsihl<' in a n•r·y large e. l1>11t, for mnny 
of 0111· religious prncticui:::, "reclined upo11 
t'\'el'.\- high hill and 1rnder v 'ry lea:fy 
t me" :-;nying "to a tree, 'Thou art Ill.\ 
fal11er, · mHl to a stone, 'Thou lwst brought 
11~ forth" '' (Jerern., ehap. 2) i n C'omp]ete 
clPninl of our J "·i~h :.., nius. 

~\s r gards Ha1111ldrnli, lmvi11g in mind 
the t 3 11chings of om prophets whi ·h no one 
<·:rn deny si11ce: they are put before. us in 
their boob~, it wo11ld be an historical 1111-

t rnth to dcspirit,ucdise its meaning and to 
regard it flR ha viug only n militnrisliic sig 
i1ifkance, in keeping with the times. Be 
si<le8, what nre we going to gnin by stress
i 11g its militnri. ·tic character, by stamping 
it is a fesliva1 of martial heroism? How 
ean one t'xplai11 to a Jewish child where 
the limits nre to the deification of martial 
hero1:::.m '! Deification of brute force and 
,·io1e1we i c1uile common in man~' kinds of 
nature-religion. Are there nlso ome trace 
of tlint \Vel1ansrhauung in our Jewit:lh re
ligion nnfl culh1re? 

Dr. H. ABT. 

['The article by .Josephus io which this L 
n reply wns published in the S .A. Jewish 
rhronic1e of 17t.h .January.-E<l.itor.] 
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