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UNITED S.A. JEWISH WAR APPEAL.

Inaugurated in Cape Town.

Reception in Honour of the Hon. Mr. Justice Greenberg.

The United South African Jewish War Appeal was inaugurated in Cape Town on Sunday night
at a Reception at the Zionist Hall in honour of the Hon. Mr, Justice L. Greenberg, Judge-President

of the Supreme Court, Transvaal, and Mrs. Greenberg.

There was a large and representative

gathering present and the Appeal met with a good response.

Mr. M. ALEXANDER, K.C,, M.P., was
in the chair and read a telegramn wishing
the campaign success from the National
Committee of the United Appeal in Johan-
nesburg, and a letter from Mr. Leon Segal,
Chairman of the Cape Committee, who had
leit for the U.S.A. the previous day. He
extended a cordial welecome to Mr. Justice
Greenberg, whose career had shed lustre
on South African Jewry, and to Mrs.
Greenberg.

Mr. WOOLF HARRIS said he had
watched the career of Mr. Justice Green-
berg from his early youth and it had more
than justified the highest expectations. He
hoped he would be spared for many years
to occupy his high office. He had much
pleasure in welecoming him and Mrs. Green-
berg.

Touching on the objects of the Appeal,
Mr. Harris said that the time had arrived
for us to give our brethren in
something more than the erumbs from our
table.

Mr. JUSTICE GINEENBERG, on behalf
of Mrs. Greenberg and himself, expressed
deep appreciation of the cordial welcome.
He outlined the objects of the Appeal in
which the S.A. Board of Deputies and
Zionist Federaticn had united. Millions
of Jews in Europe had been rendered home-
less and destitute and while it was impos-
sible at present to aid a large proportion of
these, the demands after the war would be
very great in order to help them to rebuild
their shattered lives; it was therefore im-
portant to have funds in reserve for any

distress

emergency. At the same time there were
encrmous numbers of Jews in various
countries who were in great need and
who could be assisted now, and it was
up to South African Jewry to help to
alleviate their distress.

As regards Palestine, continued Mr.

Greenberg, though the great victories in the
Western Desert had altered the position
materially, the danger to that country was
by no means over. Palestine might become
the focal point of offence; the course of
ordinary life would then be disturbed and
new financial needs created.  The Jews
knew from past experience that they could
expect little from the Government; in war
as in peace they had to depend on them-
selves and Jews who lived in free and demo-
cratic countries must help to the utmost
of their ability.

He was well aware, said Mr. Greenberg,
that in Cape Town as elsewhere, Jews con-

tributed generously to general funds. But
what was now asked was a contribution in
addition to and not in substitution of other
contributions. Our clear duty as citizens
was not to lag behind in shouldering our
burdens. But as Jews we must shoulde:
an extra burden—an obligation to which
indeed Jews were accustormed. The difler-
ence i our lot compared with that of our
brethren
particular merit on our part, but tc the fact

overseas was nobt due to any

that our parents or grandparents had been
pioinpted to come o this ccurtry. Our
thankfulness for this good fortune could be
shown = by to the

Appeal.

contributing generously

Rapsr I. ABRAHAMS said that in order
to feel with our
must properly realise the facts of the situa-

distressed brethren we

tion. He drew a graphic picture of the
: ; s -

plight of Jewry in Europe to-day, and d=-

clared that it was our solemn duty to save

those that we could now and be prepared

to help all the vietims after the war.

In Palestine, continued Rabbi Abrahams,
there had been no peace for three years
before the outbreak of war, and now the
county was in the danger zone. Palestine
was our lodestar, the source of our hope,
and peace for the Jews as a nation would
be won only in Eretz Israel. Jews who
could do so must assist in winning that
peace by helping the Yishub to defend itself
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and all that had been built up with so much
toil and sacrifice.

As regards the third object of the Appeal,
continued the Rabbi, it was the duty of
Jews in South Africa to assist their own
heroes. Many who had joined up would
be disabled after the war and would have
to be supported, others would have to be
integrated into the economic life of the
country, while widows and orphans would
have to be assisted.

We stand to-day, said Rabbi Abrahams,
at one of the greatest crises in history. It
WwWis our lvl‘i\'ilug(' here to ;;i\'(‘ and to ]I\'||'
bring about the destruction of the powers
of darkness and the dawn of a new and
better order.

Mr. H. M. BLOCH said the Appeal
launched elsewhere in South Africa had met
with sueccess according to certain standards,
but the response was hardly commensurate
with the great and urgent needs. Jews
had entered on the eighth year of war de-
elared on them by Germany; it was a war
of extermination and we as a people had
already suffered more casualties than any
other people. 250,000 Jews had been killed,
and we had lost by reduction to destitution
a half of the Jewish population of the world.
There were 8,000,000 Jews living under the
shadow of the swastika; the vast majority

could not be until their shackles

helped

Left to Right: Rabbi I. Abrahams, Mr. Justice Greenberg (speaking),
Mr. M. Alexander, K.C., M.P., Mrs. L. Greenberg, Mr. Woolf Harris.
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UNITED S.A. JEWISH WAR APPEAL.

(Continued from Previous Page).

were broken, but hundreds of thousands in
various countries could be helped now.
There was no corner of the world in which
there were not destitute and starving re-
fugees. Palestine had taken more than
any other country and this meant a great
strain on the economy of the country.

The generosity of South African Jewry,
said Mr. Bloch, was over-rated; the whole
standard of giving must be changed; the
time had arrived for the sharing of capital
It was the duty of Jews in free
and democratic countries to help to rescue

resources.

the millions of European Jews who were
dying a terrible death. English Jewry with
all their crushing burdens and in the height
of the bombing attacks had asked for a
delegation to coime to Kngland to conduct
a Keren Hayesod campaign. That was
a most warm-hearted and meritorious act
and South African Jewry, who had not
their burdens, must act in the same spirit
to-day.

During the evening Cantor M. Katzin
rendered several songs and Mr. Lionel Bow-
mun piano solos, which were very much
appreciated

L ]

Cantor Mandel’s
Farewell Recital.

Cantor 8. Mandel gave a farewell
recital at the Zionist Hall on Tuesday

and several
The
was very much appreciated
by the large audience present and Cantor

night. He rendered Maariv,

sacred inelodies and Jewish songs.

programine
Mandel received a fine ovation.

Mr. Sher and Mr. H.
the accompanists; Mr.

Rabinowitz were
Rabinowitz
gave several pianoforte solos.

also
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BETH HAMEDRASH HACHODOSH.
Vredehoek Avenue,

WANTED
Beadle (Shammos)

Applications are invited for the post of
SHAMMOS to the above Congregation.
Applications, stating full particulars of
age and salary required; whether mar-
ried or single, must be submitted not
later than Monday, 10th February,

Applicants must be strictly Orthodox.

Applications must be addressed to:

THE SECRETARY,
P.O. Box 1792, CAPE TOWN.
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Originality of Religious Customs.

A Reply to Josephus.

There is an old story told of a man who
lived in the Middle Ages when every town
was still surrounded by a big wall above
which rose a high watchtower. He was
the watchman of the city and would sit
on the top of the tower and incessantly
and indefatigably watch the horizon for
anything unusual or foreign in the vicinity.
When a long time passed and nothing hap-
pened, he became somewhat bored. When
it is one's profession, perhaps hobby, to
discover strange and unusual things which
are not easily found, one begins to discover
sometning strange and foreign in even the
most familiar sights. This is exactly what
happened to the man on the watchtower.
He discovered things which did not actu-
ally exist and as time passed he himself
came to believe in the strange things he
found everywhere. What seemed to be
familiar and intimate to everybody else,
became odd and peculiar to him. He
alarmed the town that was entrusted to
him and caused confusion by his conduet.

We, too, are living to-day in very con-
fused times. Not only are we confused on
account of political events touching the
fate of all nations and especially our own,
but the age in which we are living is more
confused generally because those spiritual
foundations built thousands of vears ago
are tottering and seem to be on the verge
of collapse. It is for this reason that ideas,
laws and customs which for long were re-
garded as the expression of our own
national genius, are now being described as
accidentally borrowed from other peoples.
Fven sacred statutes, considered as divine-
Iy revealed, are being claimed to be poor
crumbs left from the opulent table of a
much earlier nature-religion.

It is quite true that, from the very be-
cinning, the Jewish people tasted of many
cultures, and that some of our Jewish cus-
toms are influenced by an early kind of
nature-religion or by customs and concep-
tions of other peoples. (See e.g. Mishnah
Taanith, 4, 8; the ceremony of Taghlich ;
the custom of Kapparoth; the beating of
the willow-bundle on Hoshanah Rabba).

The results of research work in compara-
tive history of religions, rites and folklore
are only in their embryo-stage, but one
thing is already clear the significance of
which cannot be sufficiently stressed. We
have not assimilated ourselves by taking
over customs from other peoples. Rather
is the opposite the case. We incorporated
other people’s customs, but we wove them
into our lives and made them sacred by
our own genius.

Why always belittle our own strength?
Why always claim that we are unable to
create the right expression of our own
Jewish life by our own means? Apart from
any Jewish-traditional views, it is regret-
table to see how Jewish consciousness is
weakened by statements such as that there

is no difference in principle between our
Hanukkah-candles and the Christmas tree.
Josephus sees the origins of both linked
with the ancient deity of Tammuz, who
rose annually with the birth of vegetation,
and to complete the whole idea, he con-
nects the death of Tammuz, who perished
in the burning summer sun, with our fast
day of the 17th of Tammuz.

Ezekiel (Chap. 8) denounced as a great
abomination the act of women sitting in
the House of the Lord weeping for Tam-
muz, i.e. Adonis, the Greek deity of
beauty. Ezekiel found the Jewish people
in Palestine, or rather that part of the
Jewish people left there after Jehoiachin
was carried captive to Babylon in 597 B.c.,
entirely corrupted. His hope lay with the
exiles who had preserved their idealism
and the monotheism of their ancestors, and
he succeeded in gaining spiritual leadership
in Babylon. When Nehemia came from
Babylon to Jerusalem, about 140 years
later, he brought with him all the true
Jewish tradition taught by 'Ezekiel and his
followers, and he carried with him the hate
against any strange and foreign influence
on Jewry. [See his grandiose recapitula-
tion of Jewish history under the aspect of
God's Kingdom (chap. 9) and the sealed
covenant-amanali (chap. 10), whose prac-

tical consequences are described (chap.
18)].

It is, therefore obviously unlikely
that, as ‘‘Josephus’ believes, Nehemia

brought the Tammuz or Nergal cult to
Jerusalem. There cannot be any question
of having “‘spiritualised’’ a heathen belief.
To suggest that Nehemia who was himself
responsible to a very large extent for many
of our religious practices, “‘reclined upon
every high hill and under every leafy
tree’” saying ‘‘to a tree, ‘Thou art my
father,” and to a stone, ‘Thou hast brought
us forth™ ** (Jerem., chap. 2) is a complete
denial of our Jewish genius.

As regards Hanukkah, having in mind
the teachings of our prophets which no one
can deny since they are put before,us in
their books, it would be an historical un-
truth to despiritualise its meaning and to
regard it as having only a militaristic sig-
nificance, in keeping with the times. Be-
sides, what are we going to gain by stress-
ing its militaristic character, by stamping
it is a festival of martial heroism? How
can one explain to a Jewish child where
the limits are to the deification of martial
heroism? Deification of brute force and
violence is quite common in many kinds of
nature-religion. Are there also some traces
of that Weltanschauung in our Jewish re-
ligion and eulture?

Dr. H. ABT.

[ The article by Josephus to which this is
a reply was published in the S.A. Jewish
Chronicle of 17th January.—Editor.]
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