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POPULATION OF PALESTINE. 
Jerusalem. 

'l1he population of l'alestine is estimated at 
l,670,571, as at the end of 1943, according to 
the Government Bulletin of Current Statis­
tic. is. ued at .Jerusalem. The tigure include.., 
06,553 Bedouin tribesfolk, bd excludes mem-
bers of the armed forces. , 

Of the settled population, 59.8 per cent. wa · 
Mo Iern, 31.2 per cent .. Jewish, 8.2 per cent. 
Christian, and 0.8 per c nt. "others." The 
lhttural increase <luring ' Hl40 wu8 31,592 Mos­
lems 10,509 .Jews, uncl 2, 717 Chri tian , while 
1 he 1~et increase by migration was provided b: 
1,831 l\Ioslems, 7,99!> .Jew , and 1,380 Chfr­
tians. 

All three communities ·bowed a iireponder­
ance of males over females: l ,039 for the 
Moslems, 1,031 for the .Jews, and l,02G male.::: 
for the Christians, for every 1,000 females. 

PALESTINE ADOPTS METRIC SYSTEM. 
Jerusalem. 

The standard international kilogram for 
weight, the litre for capacity, the metrP 
for length, and the square metre and 
standard dunam (1,000 square metres) for 
surface measurement., have been made cont· 
pulsory throughout Pule ·tine with foe en<wt ­
ment in the Government's official Gazette on 
August 17th of t.he \ eights and l\1ensure 
Ordinunc, amending and l!Onsolidating th ... 
law. 

•omplete set uf r gulatio11s i · given for 
opPrating the new melri • sy t ern, which will 
replace the 'Turkish weight~ and measure" 
hitherto obtaining in Pal stine. A scale of 
Lhe ... e former weight ' and measures, su<'h a,' 
kantar ·, rotls, okieh, un<l dirhern ·, with their 
rnetTic equival"nL, is giv n in Hn appendix to 
th n w law. 

R D ARMY MEN PASS THROUGH 
HAIFA. 

Jerus lei . 
P· rti of l{ed Arm ueu, pri oner of \ ar 

r pntriut·d from Hul: (to whi ·h ihey we1" 
t kc·n n · forced labourer from Ocrmnny) 
aft r th Allied lib ration, have been pa ·iun 
hrough Haifa on their way home tu Rus:.;ia. 
l • uc h part. of 0 offieer and m 11 werr> 

r' enth \"i ilor.· at RamuL .Jochanun, Ker 11 
Ilm e~od · tllcment rnuned for Field l\Iurshnl 
8m\t1-; 1'1tey \V re d cply interesterl in e.· ­
plallalions of the form of eolleetive and co 
opera tivc life among the pioneers o{ Rr tr. 
I rnel, and express d their ·1mnzem •nt ut thP 
vi. ible evidence of ~mece ·s. Thev WP.re al o 
told of Zioni~m a11<l life in working Palestine. 

~Inny of the , oldicrn originate from· Kazakh­
stnn, and entertained the .Jewish setilers with 
their ong · and dances. 

Another party of men vi ·ited Ya<ljur sett!•­
ment nenr Haifa. At the Haifa Workers' 
Council of the Histadruth, they were pre­
sented with a red flag on which was em­
hroidered in Russian and Hebrew: "Gift of 
the Jewi h Workers of Haifa to the Soviet sol­
rlier on their way home.'' 

ELECTIONS TO TEL .. A YIY 
MUNICIPALITY. 

Jerusalem. 
Two memoranda, one from lhe Histadruth, 

.Aliyah Chadasba and the D-'mocrati · Centre, 
,mci the other fr(Jm llapoel H<1mizrachi, havf' 
been submitted to the Distriet Commi. sioner 
urgently requeslin~ the C~ovPrnment to e.·1w­
ditc> the appointment. of an elections commi1-
tv{· lo nrrangP lhe lc1ng-0Vl'l'<111f• elt>etions to 

tlw 'I'd Aviv :\Iuni<'ipalit;. 
Thi· rn r1101·:rnd:i <'lllplw .... 1 .... ( • th" ntdic·nl 

<'hang '8 that have wkL .. 11 plaet> i11 !he pop11!11 -
Hon and struchm~ of rrel Avfr .... i111·~ the lnst 
lection. were held. They nlso pnint 0111 t hn t 

the deci ion of the 'ouncil to norninat ' :m 
r·l 'cloral committee nnd to hold l hn l'lectio•1 
in October, 1944, had not vet be: en C'<PTit'd out. 

If the Government .. lhoi1ld µµpoint.·. 5· ntn­
. tor: e1ecti0ns committee the poll cannot take 

place until about April, 1945, as it will take 
some six months to prepare 1,he election regis­
ter which should contain nearly 80,000 names 
compared with 25,000 at the 1U35 poll. 

REFUGEE MUSICIAN CONDUCTS 
PALESTINE ORCHESTRA. 

Jerusalem. 
'l'hE' Palestine Orchestra was recently cou­

Jul.!ted by Mr. Walter Pfeffer, a refugee 
ruu ician who arrived from Athen~ some time 
1tgo. Re was a pupil of Weingartner, and 
began hi· musical life in the Folk Oper. 
Orcbe tru in Vieuna. Afte!' the Gerrna11 
".Anschluss," he went to Holland, and thence• 
to Greece as Director of the Art Opera in 
Athens. He al:.;o eonducted on various occa­
sions in Switzerland, Belgium, Frnnce and 
Italy. Mr. Pfeffer spent four and a half years 
in Greece and was abl~ to get away in n motor 
ve sel in April this year. 

ESTATES OF VICTIMS OF NAZIS IN 
POLAND. 

London. 
In the Polish National Council a bill dealinc. 

with the estates of victims of the azis has 
been instituted. According to this bill only 
the closest relatives of victims will have nn~ ' 
C'lnim to the estates and in addition, a1l such 
C'laims will have to be placed within six 
months nfter Poland has been liberated nn<l a 
new Poli. h Governm nt appointed. 

Any claims not complying with the egu-
lnti01is will be forfeited,· and the estates will 
then automatically become tha property of the 
Oovernment. Thi.· will also nppJy to ca~ef' 
where no clnim is made. 

.. NEW YORR MIRROR" ON WHITE 
PAPER. 

New York. 
'rb "Ne' · York 1irror" ha pubfo:~h d a 

i;tr ng editorial a tack on th 'al in it 
Paper. It supper . the representation mad 
o the Dunbarton Oaks Confer nc thnt Pale~­

Line should b treated as a .Jewi h horn lanrl. 

POSITION OF BULGARIAN JEWS. 
stanbul. 

'I'h economic position of the Bulgari~ll' 
.Tews is very serious. Forty per cent. of the 
.Tewish population nre b ing fed in public 
soup-kitchens. Many are unable to return 
from the ghettos to their previous homes. 
'I'he poi-,;ition haR been aggravated with the 
npproach of winter. 

Mr. P11ssman, the representative of 'the 
,J. D. . , has left for Pale tine o plan r lief in 
c·onjun tion with the Jewish Agenc. . The 
Zioni:.;ts are most active and are now publish­
ing n daily newspaper "Zion." 

MOSCOW SYNAGOGUE FILLED. 
Moscow. 

Officer, and men of the Red Army and the 
Hed Fleet \Vere among the thousands of wor­
shippers \vho atteuded the ~igh Festival ser­
vices nt the 'horal S agogue here. 

The 'nagogu wns filled t capaci y and 
oYerfiow · en· ices were held in the aisle • in 
the adjoining halls an~ in the street. 

NAZI CRIMINALS IN RUMANIA TO BE 
TRIED . 

Istanbul. 
The Soviet uec·ur ation authoritie. haw 

already . et up ·pt•~ial courts in Bneh3:rest flnd 
in several prm:ineial cities to deal w1 h .J "W· 

baiters and terrMist ·. A high Soviet official 
of Czernowitz, Bnrn<'h H,abin<iwiz, who i" n 
.Jew, is supervit·dng ~hf' proceeding~ in Buch­
Hrest. He i- being a 't'listc>d h.v ;1 .lewi. h 
lnwyer, l\Iax Pnuker. 

Unknown persuns, believell to bl' ~ · nziB nurl 
memhflf. of thl' [rnn C1trnrd. plncl'd ~1 bomb 
in the (fr ·~1t. K.\ nngog11e in B1whar st. rrliP 
rni · 'il wa: timed to .·plode during the 'ntur-

- dav morning erYi ·e ·when the . yna~o0rn? waf: . . . . . ~ 
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nowd d with Jews, including officer an \\' 
of the Hu ian army. :FortunnteJy the 
wa::; diseovered before the service and 
plo,· ion wa · averted. 
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Milton, Vlotman's1 Alpco, McKenzie 11111 
Dairies. Prnp.: JI •IT • .:\fai el. 
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