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the end of the war will wear
the Africa Star, 1939-45 Star,
Pacific or Burma Star. He
also have the Africa Service
ghok troops who served in Italy

.ending at Tripoli.

-

~

BB D SREPDEID

S OF COMMUNICATION

“THE ADJUTANT"

All Communications to be Addressed to P.0. Box 2000. f

‘readers_of the Record of Jewish War Services which is being compiled by the S.A. Jewish Board
ation is required as to regimental number, rank, full name, and unit of Jews serving in the
Forces as well as home address

or Bicily and airmen who have taken part in
operations and sorties in the Mediterranean |,

will receive the Italy Star—as also will the
crews of South Africa’s ‘‘little ships’ who
were on operational service in the Mediter-
ranean area. The honours and awards sec-
tion of the Defence Department has received
detailed advice from London on the awards
instituted by the Kig. The staff is very
busy working out the application of awards
to the U.D.F. An official statement explain-
ing the service necessary to qualify for any

‘of the new awards will be issued as soon as

possible.  Official application forms will be
distributed later to military commands,

magistrates, native commissioners and special
justices of the peace throughout the Union,
and when an announcement is made soldiers
may apply. Until then. no member of the
U.D.F. may make an application. A limited
number of military officers, seconded to the
United Kingdom forees, will be entitled to
the France and Germany Star if they served
in France, Belgium, Holland or Germany be-
tween D-Day and VE-Day. As the Air Crew
Europe Star is for operational flying from the
United Kingdom bases over Furope, S.A.F.
men will not qualify.  Springboks who may
be sent to.the Far Kast for the final stage of
51’1(' war may later qualify for the Pacific or
Jurma Star. While no official ruling can be
obtained, it is apparent that very few South
Africans  will be entifled to the Defence
Medal, which applies to non-operational milis
tary setvice overses. The maximum number
of stars granted to a recipient will be five.
Y e | * *

Not a Blister! i

A member of the Cape Town Jewish Girls’
Association has received a letter .from Lead-
ing Aireraftsman W. Hummerman, R.A.F.,
dated 21st May, from which I quote: “‘Re-
cently a pair of socks eame into my posses-
gion knitted with your hands. If T may say
g0, they're a very fine pair of socks, and not
a stitch out of place; at least T could not
find one. It seems to me that if/you can
sacrifice your spare time knitting us lads socks
the least 1 can do is to write you this letter
of appreciation and thanks and hope that
vour service will be duly nofed in the Good
Book. T must also thank the girls of your
Association for the work they are doing for
the Jewish ladg here.”” In a postscript Hum-

_merman says: ‘The socks have not yet raised

a blister!”’ .
* * * *
J.W.A, Assumes New Duty.

A new branch of relief work has been un-
dertaken by the South African Jewish Wur
Appeal which has now despatched 500 parcels
of relief goods and food to Palestinian soldiers
in Ttaly. ;

ok * * *
‘“R.A.F., Middle East.”

“R.A.¥., Middle East,”” prepared for the
Air Ministry by the Ministry of Information,
tells the official story of air operations in the
Middle East from February, 1942, to January,
1943. It is written in simple yet graphie
language and its 143 pages are packed with
thrilling and® exciting incidents in which the
men of the R.A.F. showed the greatest cour-
age and heroism. Their reward came when
they finally gave the enemy the knock-out
blow, their 1,400 mile advance over the desert
The book is illugtrated
with 133 magpificent photographs in half-tone
and 4 number of maps showing the struggle
for airfields, ete.

* * * *
A Cordial Invitation.
The Jewish members of the Torces sta-

_tioned in the Cape Peninsula are cordially

(Continued in Third Columm).
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Zionist Conversazione.

RETURNED SOLDIERS RELATE
* EXPERIENCES.'

There was a very large attendance at the
Conversazione held at the Zionist Hall' on
Tuesday night when three returned soldiers
related some of their experiences during the
war. ]

Dr. I. M. Hurwitz was in the chair.and
extended a cordial welcome to L/Cpl. J.
Gross, Sgt. J. Milun and Pte. L. Vilensky,
He conveyed apologies on behalf of Capt. B.
Lewin and Pte. L? Jacobs who had agreed to
participate, but who were unable to be pre-
sent.

Sgt. Milun spoke of his experiences in a
P.O-W. camp and described especially the
organisation of religious services. In the first
camp he was in, the services were arranged
with great success by Arthur Berezowski; in
another camp he himself organised the ser-
vices. Under the strain of imprisonment the
thoughts of soldiers naturally turned to re-
ligion. ’

Pte. L. Vilensky gave a deseription of a
seven-day visit to Palestine which made a
very deep impression on him. He visited the
towns' and' seftlements and had the highest
admiration for the way in which men and
women were building up the land with the
toil of their hands and sweat of their brow.

He was taken prisoner at Sidi Rezegh and'
after a long jourpey arrived at camp 52 near
Gienoa, They held religious services and re-
ceived Siddurun from the Pope and later
through the Vatican City and the Red Cross.
During the confusion created by the German
retreat, he and others managed to escape to
Switzerland, where the organisation for in-
terned soldiers was not too good. - They went
to the svnagogue in' Zurich where they met
members of the Jewish community who were
very kind and hospitable. From Switzerland
they were tauken to Marseilles, where the
Americans did all they could for them.
They arrived in South Africa via Naples and
Cairo,

L/Cpl. J. Gross said that on his first visif
to Palestine he was so impressed with the
settlement of Bin- Hashofet that whenever he
could he gpent his leave there. On June 12th,
1944, a group of South Africans ecompleted a
two-year period of Hachshara in the settle-
ment and went on to land of itheir own at
Mitzpah Hayam,

Cpl. Gross gave a vivid description®of the
journey to the new kibbutz and of the man-
ner in which the settlement was inaugurated.
He participated in the proceedings which left
u lasting impression on his mind, '

During the evening Miss Ruth Rome ren-
dered a piano solo and Cantor. B. Rome
(accompanied by Miss Rome) songs, which

“were very much appreciated.

Mr, B. Hoffmann thanked all those, who
participated and helped to make the evening
a success. .

(C'oﬁwed from Second Column).
invited by the Cape Branch of the Union of
Jewish Women and the War [Jmergency
Committee of the Jewish Board of Deputies
(Cape) to an ‘‘At Home' at the Talmud
Torah Hall on Tuesday, June 18th. The
guest of honour is Major S. Weinstein,
5.C.8. ‘There will be music ands refresh-
ments. T hope there will be a good muster
of the boys and girls and ex-p.o.w, who
arrived on Tuesday  will be heartily wel-
comed, ' ; W
*- ® # *

Returned P.0.W.

Among the P.O.W. who arrived in Cape
Town on Tuesday from England were Simmy
Lewis and Sidney- Kaplan. They brought
news of Arthur Berezowski who is in the best -
of health and spirits and will shortly be re-
turning to Seuth Africa. '

3 Roll of Bonour.

Wounded or Injured.—Pte. Berthold Roettgen.
Military Cross.—Capt. Nathan Vogelman, :
Military Recommendation.—Sergt. Hans Schwarz.
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