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inner, couelnded. On the one hand, Hw 
t niversity, providing not only for the 
cultivation of th~ mind, but also for 
its living upplication; ·and on thl 
oth r hand, that extraordinary ex
})('lrimcnt of th<• colledive scttlem nts 
which wero a model of so<·in.l righ
teousness and jnf'ltice uneqnall<'d in 
JH't. ·ent-day lif . He felt that in th() 
<·olleet.ive settleml'nt he would find 
a home wher, men could li,·e a l ife of 
fre<:'dom and riglttPollsiwss in aeC'or
clance with the DiYiue Law. P ales
tine was Pxtraordinari ly hopeful both 
for ,Jews and for the world as a whole . 
He a ·ked .T ews not to coneen1 them
~Plvcs ov r much ·ith th-. combat·ng 
of anti-Semiti<;m by busying t h m
!'elws with explaining to the world 
t.hat Jews \H'l'e not bladnnarket ers. 
ek., but to hdp rather in expre sing 
in a modern form that Jewish great
nN;s, so ~mpC'rbl:v demonstrated in J cw
i h Pale. tin<>, be on whi ·h the anti
Semitism of the "·orld would ermnbh•. 

~triking addresses on the future of Jewish Cultu re were delivered by 
Mr. J. B Priestley, t he famous novelist an d dramatist, and Mr. Vi ctor 
· llancz, at a meetin g of the Society of Fr ien ds of t he Hebrew Univer

.:;q, held at Palestine House, London . The object of the gathering was 
to form an Art Grou p to cul tivate cul t ura l relatio ns between the Yishuv, 
especially the Heb rew Unive rsity, and write rs , mus ici ans an d art ists in 

Brit ain . 

\fR. PRIESTLEY, "hose Jewish 
Jl hero in one of his last p lays, 

Desert Highway," ~lJOlH' so do-
ntl \' nbout the .Jewlsh past and 

iritlial h<'ritagP, bt:gan hi:-; addres 
a,·i n ~: "I am no"L a ;J w ; I havo 

v£>r. h n to Palestint' and l am not 
holnr . I only rt-pr -.pnt the ·~ide 

rld.' and it is a:, a representative.. 
t thi. 'wide world' 1hat I want to 

ak about the HPbrf'W l'nin~rr;ity.'' 

It might n}Jpt'ar, he nHl. that tho 
brew niYer:-.ity Ya.. only • n w 

of nationalisin about ' hi1•h most 
pl 1\ rP b<'ginning, io f el Yer: 
btful. 1'1Je Hebrew l'ni,·ersity waR 
parn irely new, w1 h a national 
k rround L't•pn•. <'lll ing a n w grow
n tionali m. But 1F• dicl not mind 
atwuali rn that ki'}Jt in the l'i fbt 

'l'hc right pla ·e for national
a iu the cultural sphere to \\ hich 
I nged, and (1 \'Pll il e<•onomj 
toliti1·al uationali<:m !tad to go 

h • hopt cl tlH'Y wouhl if ('ivili
n "ns to b .:lVed at th• .anH 
h hopPd that the strong 11. t ion-

. f<' lings "hi<'h ·.·isLe<l \' onld 
r in Lln• sphen• nf uultun', nnd 

roo turr, in orcl t' to lw vital, mu t 
1t roots in tb, liY1ng soil, in 
feelings of attachmont to a c r

n kind of ·oun r,v , 111! l'Otnmuuit~· 
dome, ti(' habits and wavs of liY
wuich all b<•long: to a nice and [L 

n, ancl the mor l t'lllt I' revr • 
that de.eply-root •d altaehment, 

mor' rital it will he .. , 

Nucleus of Jewish Mind 
n of lllf' i l'onics of their time, 'M 1'. 

1 tlPv continued, was that the 
le ~ho sp nt most of their time, 
r and - natural cunning in 

n thening political nnd economic 
'nnli.·m, wt'l'e the Yery p oplc who 
cntin·lv indifferPnt to cultural 

onal i~;nl. · An~· ap}wal for the He· 
t'niver~;ity l'epre. f"Dte.d nation 
of the bef»t kind aiHl tlw onl~· 
~rhich thev coulcl allow to t'n-

He thougltt th-P- Hebrew lini-
1 lPpresented ~Qmething that 

.Ten· wantecl; a nndeu. , n cprtain 
'ne of the Jewif»h wind.. He conlcl 
ht>lp f('0ling; that ilw powerful. 
ant and aggl'\'!'~ivt• intPllt>('t of 
• lt!W, in itsdf th" pi'Odn ·t part]~· 

turi<•s of ner, en1tion and nartly 
nbtril's of l'piritna1 disc-i-pline. 
d that routine, s]nt'P it might to 
extent become chtntrerouf", jnl't 

1 of its DO\YN. brilliance a ncl 
inmess, ·when- f•cmlpl"tc>ly 1 u

, The .Je\Y \Yaf-' e ~c·ntialh· th 
11' of a comt.,unjtv to \Ybi(,h he 
ost intimate}_,. ~ntachecl, anti aR 

mber of· such a <·om munit · he 
th most valnable contribi1tion 

irili-ation, pa rticularl.\' in tl1e 
·tion, such as philosopl1y, 

hr ic:.., seholat..,bip and litC'ra-

.;>t thC'l'e bP in existence that 
oi nucleus, that 1·allying point, 
cmlr a nin·r:-,ity can provicl(l," 

PriE>stle:v concluded, "and let that 
rsitv be in the an<'e trnl home 

.Te.ll's. Let it be rootNl in that 
and <'xisting in that community. 
I br1iev<? that th ~ contributions 
at Dnin~rsity and of all those 
l l<':m•n.~d b;, it::. teachings will 
or hrilliafit -find t'lldnring than 

Let n · SC'<' that thi., society of 
t1 of tlw Unh· l'l'>i y on th0 Arts 
be firm]~· c tnlJlishcd and helped 

in ev ry po. siblc way for Pnlarging; 
the sc·hools of Arts and sf'rving a-; n. 
ya]nable communication b tween our 
fril'nd-; in Palestine anc1 ourselves.'' 

Gollancz' s Passionate Plea 
But the df>epest impression was 

made on the whole gathermg by 
Yietor Go1lan<'z. who,-c address may 
be dcseribed not only as n. confes ion 
of faith in the future of the .Jcwi~h 
nation but, ' hat wns ev n more strik
ing, as a pas ionate pl a for a r<. turn 
to the spiritual aspect of Judai,m. 
Mr. Gollancz e.·nlained how h bim~ 
sp)t lH'eam jntci~·sted uot only in tho 
UuivNsity, hut in tho whole lifo of 
Je 'ish Pal stine, whieh "as of impm
tall(·c uot only fm• tlw ,JP\\ ish pnoph, 
but for i.l!l' who](' world. Lik.- a gt't'at 
numh r of ,Jcms, he snicl, he \\as t1n~t 
l tl tiJ n n'nl in\' stigation of tlw Jc\\
ish qu., tinn b. the C\'C'nts dlich tW

c:ul'l'l'd hodl' b •fon' 1!):3:-l. t nd \\ itlt 
iltcnnsing in'teusit,• <' ntirnu d a t r
\1 anL . Rdnr th t he hall takPu 
Yery much fnr granted that he wa · a 
.Jc\Y and did not attach unH·h impor
lanc \ to it, but that attituclc l)('gan 
to alt r aft r 19!~3, dwn lw saw a 
tln·Pat to tlw existence of thl' whole 
.J l''' i~h peoJ Je; not only in. u lts an 1 
intligniti<.'s, but the possibilit~· of 
t·ontpl<'tc cxtNmination. 

The fir. thing he then m;ked him
splf wa~: does it matt >r very much? 
After all, the ,J ws w re numt-rically 
a ~mall Pl'Ople compared to oth r~, 
anc.l apart from th suffering caused 
to indi'l•:idnals, <lid it really mattet· 
whether J ws ecased to exist as n. 
p ople? He then began to think about 
the famou. old phrase, 11the ~Ii ; ion 
of Israel." lh• thought no people had 
ultimately the 1·ight to exist as n. 
separntP p oplo or community unle.~· 
it harl a mi~:ion, unless it had to givo 
something distinctive to civilisati u. 
rnless it had a distinctive contribu
tion to make, it had no mora I right 
to rxi. t, and, quit apart from tbnt. it 
('Crtaiuly was bonnd to di::;appcar in 
due coursP. lf th rc was a (•)[is
sion of I rael,'' it was to mako a eli -
tinctive contribution to civilisation. 
And unqn<'RtionalJly there was , lWh a 
<'Ontribution to he mac.le by .Jew-. . 
\\'llich was of 0normous value to the 
JH'P~eut timt>, atHl possibly the OlH' 
thing \~hieh above all else might bP. 
able tn !'aYo the world. 

Spirit and Matter 
Th(• basic trouble or the Pl'f'SC'llt 

tiuw, )£r. Gollan0.z thought, was that 
there had b en a divorce bctw" u 
material things and the life of tho 
spirit and the int 11cct, b0twecn tho 
mate1 ial and the spiritual world, 
whjch morr than any other , lh.ci1i.c 
cause had }eel the world to its present 
impasse. ''As I read the Bible and 
Jewish history," he said, ''1 find that 
lhe di:;;tinctive thing in Jewish life is 
preei ely the refusal to. differentiate 
b tween the material and ~piritual 
side of Jif~', bn~ on the contrary, to 
stress the 1denht~· between the physi
cal and the . piritnal world, which is 
demon. trnted in the fact that tho 
mat0rial world is shot through with 
the Divine symboli. ed in one of the 
mo.-;t beautiful things in .JmYish life, 
th long sNies of blessings w·hich are 
said on <'Yen· kind of 'material oc-. ,, .... . 
c:a.. lOll. 

:\Ir. Gollanc-z thought that unl .·s 
thC'y got back to the conception of tho 
unity of life and unless material ex
i. tence became a religious thing, 
nothing at all could save civilisation. 
. ~ o paet or material device would 
prove of any use. That idea of the 
unity of life \\'US the golden thread 
running through .Jewish life and his
tory which, in spite of everything 
that had haonC'ned . in e, had n vel' 
Ynni. heel but f1acl beC'n pre. ened as a 
liYing idea. And it was the particular 
mi<;sion of th ,Jpw, to carrv that id a 
to itf'l fnlfilnwnt in conflitions of 
mod<>rn life. 

~xample to World 
_jJr. Gollancz did not agree with 

:\Jr. Priestl y that it '"as only in tlw 
l'llltural lift-, that was in the narrow 
life, that nationalism was unobjec
tionable. flp ngr ed that insane 
nationalil'm wa~ one of the greate~t 
eYils that e\ er happen d to the hnm. 11 

ral'f': but to ~ay that the only true 
and unobjt•<:tionable na Lion a lism mu. t 
be JHll'Piy cultural wa~ precisel,v 
making again that distinction to 
which he had already objectPd. "] 
\I aut to Me the .T •\Y:-i, or part of the 
,) 'Wish lWop)P, in tlwir homf'laurl ~iY
iug an l'.·nmpl(• to the world of how 
tlw things <Jf th1• mind a11d tlw spirit. 
t•au hC' int 'I'" cwPn \\ ith tlw ordinm·' 
ma tPrial e.· i tPn c antl how the "hole 
li .e of a }Wopl1• l'Hll bo mofleliNl on 
tlw ideas of of'ial ju!5ti('t> \\ hiel1 th 
,It \\'S wt r · o1 f' of lw fir· t proph' to 
rrj \'(' to till' \\ orld:' 

fi.p had found two l'.·tra01·<lillan' in
~piring thing<; in Palestin<', )fr. · Gol-

(Sol e Propr ietors: 

Viscount Samuel 
Yis('onnt . 'amut•l, who pn~sid •d. 

pointnd out that in pite of local poli
t i<'<tl tl ifficnlti('s, the t nib1c destrue
tion of J·ewish ('Onuunn i ties in Eurorw 
and the burden o · relief for tlw ur
\'iving .Jew:-;, tho upbni1cling_ of Pah
tine and the 1 niversity had gone on. 
• ·'J'lw more the body of thP JP\\'ish 
pPopl<' i~ opprC'~~cd, the higher and 
tltC' more fr<' ly soars its mind. ln an 
age whicl1 is far too matcrialisti(· and 
plungPCl by \\ i('kl•<l nwn into the 11 or. t, 
b~ul1arisms of a \\OI'ld-"ide war, in 
1\'lli<'h th(• ,Jpwish p<'oplP on the Con
titwnl nf ]i~UJ·opl' have lH <'n tlw \'ie
tim. of wh:1t probabl · is the most 
a lror·ious ('riml' in all human hi tor • 
tit ,)( \S n a p ople ha shO\vll 
tlam l'ln•s to Ill' The ITants of 1\n \\· 
lt•dg1' aiHI <' •k rs of \\ i dom ~;t1·i •ing 
to . pnatl throul-!:hout tht~ \\orld c'll
liglt1t>nm 'lit and tolPl'alH'l', lh" ' ell· 
tial <'l'mclll~ ot .Jl'\\ish 1·h·ilisation 
an1l tlw ('l•ntrnl tonditions ol humnn 
"{•!fan•." h<' cont'lnd d. 

(R'EGD.)~~~ 

PYJAMAS 
BINDER & EPSTEIN). 

* There is an OSTREE garment for 
the man who wants com fort and im 
maculate smartness for every occasion 
- - on the Sports Field, in Business, at 

Ho me, everywhere. 

COLLARS BY THE LAMINEX (REGD.) 
PROCESS 

* Combine th is w ith line quality 
British Cloths, fu lly sh runk , in attrac· 
tive patterns, and the style and finish 
of y ears of experiment and experience, 
a nd you have the Shirt that is every 

m an's pride and j oy. 


