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The Community of Betblebem

Betwlehem Hebrew

FIRST HEBREW CONGREGATION

IN BETHLEHEM: Back, left to

Right: Messrs. Addleson, Lazarus, Hirshon, Goldberg, Hurwitz (hon. sec.),

Hurwitz, Ivorman, Yankelowitz, Selikson.

Front, Left to Right: Messrs.

Sher, Herr, Lazarus, Eisenstein (pres ident), Rev. Moskowitz, Messrs. Israel
and Selikson.

IKE the Biblical term to which it
owes its name, Bethlehem is situ-
ated in a fertile district and is de-
scribed as the granary of South
Africa and the hub of the Eastern
Free State. Its population of 6,000
white people includes a Jewish com-
munity of some 40 families.

The community began immediately
after the Boer War in 1902-3. Mr. Z.
Jankelowitz, a pioneer of the com-
munity, told me that when he and his
brother-in-law, Mr. Shear, came to the
town in 1903, they found there only
one Jewish gentleman by the name of
Aizenstadt. Gradually more co-reli-
gionists arrived and in 1907 a con-~
gregation was formed and a shochet
engaged. The formal consecration of
the synagogue took place in 1927 and
was carried out by the late Chief
Rabbi Dr. J. L. Landau.

The Jewish communal register now
contains 50 families cemprising 165
souls. Ten of these families (com-
rising 33 souls) live in the district.
g(r. N. W. Kaplan is president of the
congregation and president of the
Zionist Society. His youngest son,
Mr. Isaac Kaplan, is chairman of the
Zionist Youth Society. Mr. Philip
Seligson is vice-president of the con-
gregation. Mr. G. Tobias is president
of the Chevra Kadisha, and Mrs. E.
Tobias is president of the Union of
Jewish Women.

Bethlehem has an active Benevolent
Society of which Mrs. B. Rom is pre-
gident and Mrs. L. Kaplan, secretary.

A Jewish “landmark” in Bethlehem
is the workshop of Mr. Benjamin

r

Munitz, local tailor. Here is a ‘“kib-
betzarnie” in grand style. Members
of the community gather to get the
latest news and to have a chat. Dur-
ing the war Mr. Munitz’s workshop
was referred to as “The War Office,”
because the war situation was always
discussed there. Mr. Munitz is a
popular figure in the whole district
and people refer to him as “Lemech.”
He took the part of “Lemech” in a
Yiddish play some years ago and his
acting impressed itself so well on the
audience that the name remained.

The community of Bethlehem in-
cludes 11 farmers, 2 tailors, 1 solicitor
and 1 electrician. There is no min-
ister for the community, and over 15
Jewish children receive no Jewish
education. Many of the young people
leave for the big cities when they
grow up and a number of Jewish
families have left the place in recent
years.

PAUL ROUX:
A Christian Lady Sings Jewish
Songs

N Paul Roux, 20
Bethlehem, therc

miles west of
are six Jewish

LADIES’ COMMITTEE OF THE HE-

BREW CONGREGATION (1927),
BETHLEHEM: Standing, left to
right: Miss A. Goodman, Mrs. D.

Sel kson, Miss M. Goldman and Mrs.
S. Miller. Sitting, left to right; Mrs.
T. Levenstein, Mrs. H. Goldbeg, (late)
Mrs. S. C. Ackerman, Mrs. N. W.
Kaplan and Mrs S. Goldmann.

families engaged in commerce and
farming. This small group of devoted
Jews are generous contributors to all
good causes, have never been in a
position to maintain a minister and a
congregation of their own. They are
all members of the Bethlehem con-
gregation.

In Paul Roux I met Mr. Harry Good-
kind who told me some interesting ex-
periences of his younger days in
Liverpool.

Fifty years ago he was a mem-
ber of the first Zionist Society in

Liverpool. At that time Dr. Herzl
visited England.
Mr. Goodkind stays with his

brother-in-law, Mr. Kristal, the oldest
Jewish resident in Paul Roux.

When the people of Paul Roux came
to my lecture at Bethlehem they were
accommpanied by a non-Jewish lady
who entertained the gathering with
folk songs in Yiddish and Hebrew.
She sang “Eli Eli” and was great]y
applauded by the audience.

The Hebrew song was quite in ac-
cord with the Hebrew name of the
town and the singer can be likened to
the Ruth of Biblical Bethlehem.

Invitation to 2 Mock Wedding

| All friends and well wishers of
Youth Aliyah are invited to attend
the “marriage” of Shirley Sheindel
to Mendel Hendel at the North-
| Eastern Communal Hall, Pine Street
| (opposite Astra Theatre), Sydenham,
| on Wednesday, March 26, at 8 p.m.

| In these days when most entertain-
‘ments take a conventional turn it
‘\\'ill be refreshing to witness a funec-
| tion of this nature.

|  The supporting cast is in character.
| The two leading characters have had
professional experience and the pro-
ducer is a well-known actor,

There will be a reception in which
the toasts promise to be the high-
light of the performahce. In this
will be included impersonations and
other items by well-known artists.

The mock wedding will be followed
by a dance to the accompaniment of
Dockey’s Masterkeys.

This function is arranged by the
Highlands North and Berea Youth
Aliyah committees.

Tickets, £1 5s. double. For table
reservations please telephone Mrs. Q.
Lieberman, 45-1386,

Popularity of Children’s Fancy
Dress Parties

Children’s fancy dress parties are
proving extremely popular. At the
parties arranged by the Highlands
North and Kensington branches of
Youth Aliyah the children enjoyed
themselves immensely,

The Observatory branch of Youth
Aliyah is holding a children’s fancy
dress party and fete on Sunday,
March 30. This function will be held
at the home of Mrs. A. Feinstein, 75
Eckstein Street, Observatory Ext.
There will be a number of prizes.

A variety of entertainment has been
arranged.

Collected Pennies

Five-year-old Margot Jacobson, a
pupil of the Sydenham-Highlands
North Hebrew Nursery School, is de-
termined to do her bit for Eretz
Israel. Penny by penny, she managed
to collect twelve shillings, which she
sent in to the South African J.N.F.
Headquarters in Johannesburg, with
the request that two trees be planted
in Eretz Israel on her behalf.
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170 Market Street, Johannesburg.

Specialising in .

NEW AND PART-WORN
CIVIL - AND MILITARY
CLOTHING & SUNDRIES

P.0. Box 6149 — Phone 22-3927

High - Grade
Tailored Ladies’
Coats, Costumes,
Jackets and Sports-
Wear.  Obtainable
at Good Stores.

Man

Trade Enquiries:
3a August House
End Street
Facing Kerk St.
Johannesburg
, - Tel. 22-3300
P.O. Box 1856

(PTY.) LTD.

WORCESTER, C.P.

Telegrams: “Sunfruit”

Box 3

Suppliers and Manufacturers of
Cello-Maid Brand Dried, Glace and
Crystallised Fruit.
TRADE ONLY

]
Eskay Shirts (Pty.) Ltd.
Manufacturers of: Shirts and
Clothing. Suppliers to the Trade.
Inquiries invited.

358 Victoria Road, Salt River, C.P,
'Phone 5-2204
Box 125, Cape Town
Tel. Add.: “Montrose”

Phone 5-3567 Woodstock

The Standard Clothing

Manufacturers

10, Ravenscraig Road,
Woodstock (C.P.)
Manufatturers of:
“MONTROSE"” and “ROSCOE"

Men’s
Shirts

Juvenile
Clothing

and
and

Cape Produce Company
(Pty.) Limited

SKINS - HIDES -
and MOHAIR

Grahamstown Road,
P.O. Box 278,
(Head Office) PORT ELIZAEBTH

Consult Us on Your Building Problems

Every Kind of Duilding Alteration
SIPEEDILY Executed,

Pirst Class Workmanship Guaranteed
JOE FARBER & CO,, (Tvl)
(Pty.) Ltd.

70 Security DBuildings, Johannesburg.
Phone : 33 0260/33-2011.

THE WESTERN PRODUCTS CO.

Phone 232
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