


dear reader 
First the really good news. The 
Attorneys' Fidelity Fund has finally 
decided to do the right thing. Two and a 
half yea.rs ago we went to COUit to protect 
the rights of poor and mostly illiterate 
road accident victims who had b�en 
defrauded of a large patt of the awards 
made to them by the Road Accident 
Fund. Ever since then we've been 
battling to persuade the Law Societies 
and the Fidelity Fund - which ultimately 
must stand in for losses resulting from 
attorneys' misdeeds - to assist these 
stmggling victims. 

It got so bad that last month we and 
many of the victims threatened to stage a 
sit-in at the Fidelity Fund's luxurious 
offices in Cape Town. Two days later the 
Fund's trustees infonned us that they 
had decided most graciously to come to 
the assistance of the 100-odd victims of 
attorneys Ma.homed & Associates who 
are plaintiffs in our case. The Fidelity 
Fund will immediately pay each of these 
victims a lat'ge prut of his or her claim, to 
spare them hardship while the case 
wends its way through the coUits. The 
fund will pay nearly Rl.5m to our 
attorneys for this purpose. The balance 
will be settled once judgement is obtained 
in the case. Which seems fair. 

Weeth.er the retirement of Anglo
aal chairman Basil Hersov and 

Old Mutual executive chainnan 
Mil<e Levett is as good news, we haven't 
quite decided. Hersov gets to leave 
without ever having been called to 
account for his dubious role in the 
liquidation of mining engineering com
pany KPL-Etsa (which saw scores of 
small businesses destroyed for Anglovaal 
and FNB's benefit) and the scandalow, 
collapse of Crusader Life. Lest we forget. 

And how about Old Mutual boss Mil<e 
Levett, who is repo1tedly to be paid 
R150m over the next two years? The 
chief featUI·e of Levett's tenw·e was OM's 
descent into a culture bf venality. He's 
still to be seen at all the "right" paJ.ties. 

The Press have had little to say about 
Hersov and Levett, but have gleefully 
repo1ted every rash and ill-advised move 
and utterance made by Abram Molose 
McCaps Motimele, chair of the council of 
Unisa (and there are maJ.1y), from paying 
himself and his council unprecedented 
fees, to accusing Kader Asma.I of being an 
apaithei.d-style minister. 

Why the distinction, we wonder? 
The Editor 
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Hemingway pie, bubble briefly in 1 996 and burst in 1 997 .

Simon Ferguson, professional cricket.er 
and historian twned entreprenew·, could 
never have predicted where his interest 
in Hemingway was to take him. 

Ferguson and several eminent busi
nessmen, inclucling former Shell execu
tive and then head of the English Rugby 
Football Union, Sir Peter Yarrington, had 
been persuaded to invest in Hemingway, 
set up to develop and market a then 
unique fuel additive called Aquasolve. 
Ferguson was delegated to negotiate with 
scientists at City University in London 
who were believed t.o hold the patent. 

When negotiations collapsed after 13 
weeks, Ferguson abandoned the project, 
resigned as a director ofHemingway and, 
in Oct. 1996, came t.o SA t.o play cricket 
for Claremont Cricket Club. 

Not long after, he learned that another 
British company, called Lifeline, had 
succeeded in acquiring the Aquasolve 
patent from City University and were 
prepared to sell him the SA licence. 

In a complex deal that remains the 
subject of controversy, Ferguson acquired 
a licence under the patent for a newly
formed company in South Africa. 

A SA cosmetics manufacturer t.o whom 
Ferguson had shown the product, Justin 
Clohessy, immediately saw the potential 
for improving on the British patent, and 
18 months later he was able to patent a 
fuel additive which was more durable and 
more versatile than its British predeces
sor. Clohessy named it Olpex. Ferguson 
acquired the patent for his company and 
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cancelled his deal with the British owne1· 
of theAquasolve patent. He then went on 
the acquisition trail t.o establish a group 
with sufficient critical mass to sustain the 
lengthy and costly development process 
he anticipated Olpex would require. 

The group came to include well-known 
courier company Expressit and various 
cosmetic manufactwing companies. 

W
en Whetstone, the holding 

company, was listed in Nov. 
998, it was heralded with the 

words "a market favourite" 
(Business Report), "a winne1J' (Fin.a.nee 
Week), "good growth potential" and "stable 
with solid affiliates" (Di£ Burger). 

In the prospectus Craig Delport was 
listed as the group's attorney. Like many 
of the other recruits to Whetstone, Mr 
Delp01t was a cricketer. 

The Whetstone listing was delayed for 
a month at the insistence of the JSE 
listings committee, which required proof 
that Whetstone's flagship product, Olpex, 
wasn't just another version of Aquasolve. 
Stellenbosch's Enginee1ing Faculty con
firmed that it was not. In July '98 the 
listings committee instructed D M Kisch 
Inc, well-known patent attorneys, to 
assess and calculate the value of the 
Olpex patent as at 31 July 1998. Kisch 
reported that "due to the early stage of 
their exploitation, we believe that the 
patent applications and underlying 
technology . . .  can conservatively be 
valued at . . .  a minintum ofR21.5 million". 

Peter Willig, Whetstone managing director, 
Steve Palframann, company secretary, 
and Craig Delport, company attorney and 
director - at court for liquidation of the firm. 

Nine months later Kisch upped their 
valuation of the patent, based on their 
assessment and calculations for a 15-year 
period, to US$226m - in north and 
central. America alone! They estimated 
that the market would absorb as much as 
117m metric tons of Olpex, generating a 
turnover of $159b in 15 years - on which 
the licensor could expect to collect a 
royalty of$260m (R2.6b today). 

Whetstone's attomey Delport was, of 
course, awarn of all this. 

The listing proceeded and was very 
successful. At its height, with its share 
price at R4.20, Whetstone's market 
capitalisation reached R675 million. 

Simon Ferguson and his family ti.usts 
remained the largest shareholders. But 
he remained vulnerable on at least one 
front: SA's immigration laws. He was in 
the country on a businessman's visa 
which allowed him to invest and look 
after his own interests, but not to talrn 
paid employment. This was awkward 
because the company increasingly relied 
upon his experience and expertise. 

The company sought advice from an 
immigration lawyer who devised a 
scheme whereby an off-shore company 
that employed Ferguson provided consul
tancy services to Whetstone for a fee. The 
structure was set up and the conti.-acts 
were drawn by attomey Delpo1t. 

Early in 1999 a curious thing hap
pened: Ferguson was warned by both 
Whetstone's auditor, Godfrey Shev of 
Kessel Feinstein, and Dante Parisi, a 
di.rector of stockbrokers Lowenthals, to 
''be cautious of Delport", who they 
believed was "up to something". Delport 
had in the meantime been appointed a 
director of Whetstone in addition to being 
attorney to the company and to Ferguson 
personally. Ferguson dismissed the 
warnings - he regarded Delp01t as a 
friend and confidant. 

The messengers of doom were right. 
Shortly before the scheduled Board 

meeting on July 14, 1999, Delport 
approached Ferguson, put an mm around 
his shoulder and said, ''Howzit, boet?" He 
then shoved a document at Ferguson 
saying, ''Have a look at this!" 

It accused Ferguson of vruious mis
demeanours and demanded his immedi
ate resignation and the return of most of 
his shru·es in the company. The most 
serious accusation raised in the letter 
concerned his visa status. Delport now 
alleged that Ferguson had contravened 



his visa conditions and pointed out that if 
the authorities were told he could be 
deported within 24 hours. ''Delport didn't 
mince his words, " says Ferguson. "He told 
me: 'Remember you 've got a wife who is 
pregnant. Don't think you can fight this. 
Your feet won 't touch the floor - I'll have 
you deported tonight."' 

An hour later Delpo1t was writing out 
Ferguson's resignation on a hotel napkin. 
Once it was signed, Delpmt collected all 
copies of his letter of ultimatum and had 
them shredded. Today he denies having 
threatened Ferguson in any way. Within 
no time Whetstone struted falling aprut. 

The share price dropped from RA.20 to 
just 2 cents when the company was 
suspended from the JSE in June 2000. 

Only days ago Ferguson's R4m-plus 
house in Constantia was being auctioned 
by the liquidator of his insolvent com
pany's estate. Ferguson himself was 
sequestrnted earlier in the year. 

What happened? If we are to believe 
Craig Delport it was all Ferguson's fault. 
Delpo1t has been at pains to suggest 
Ferguson is a conman and rogue who 
"makes Jurgen Harksen look like an 
amateU1�' - According to Delpo1t, Ferguson 
owes the company inillions . But what if 
things aren't quite as they seem? What if 
the real rogue of the piece is the sancti
monious Delpo1t himself? The compa ny 
attorney is relentlessly chruming and 
extremely persuasive when he describes 
Ferguson's alleged inisdemeanow·s. Only 
in retrospect does one register how incau
tious he is for a lawyer. 

Delport launches with the claim that 
Ferguson sk ipped bail in the UK when he 
came to SA, and that it had to do with "a 
scam he tried to pull in the UK - a scam 
on the same lines as Whet stone, called 
Hemingway". The 5% truth in Delpmt's 
story serves to obscme the 95% that is 
false. Ferguson and the 20 other emplo y
ees, not of Hemingway, but of a fum of 
solicitors in London, were aiTested by the 
Metropolitan Police and taken in for 
questioning in 1995 in connection with an 
investigation i nto the fum. He was imme
diately released on so-called police or free 
bail. Three months later police advised 
him his presence was nQ longer required. 

It transpires that when Delport made 
silnilru· allegations in 1999, official enqui
ries were made of the Metropolitan Police 
in London, who advised that "Mr Fergu
son is not a defendant to any proceedings 
in the UK; is not indicted w ith any 
charge, nor is he in breach of any bail 
condition". It is true that an application 
was made last yeru· to have Ferguson 
extradited to the UK to face 12 charges 
relating to the collapse of Hemingway. 
But the extradition was set aside by the 

Cape High CoU1t. Also wmth noting is 
that the UK proceedings were prompted 
by a complaint lodged with the British 
police - by none other than Mr Delport! 

Delpoit was equally incautious in dis
cussing Whetstone 's patent for Olpex. 
"It's the same fonnula they used in 
Hemingway, which was stolen from the 
inventors, " he assured us. " Ferguson 
airived in SA with the fo1mula - he must 
have stolen it because he didn't own it. " 

Which is odd considering that Delpo1t 
is perfectly awru·e of the valuations and 
repmts by Kisch Inc and Stellenbosch 
University refe1Ted to above, which prove 
his accusations false. 

"The company that Ferguson claimed 
owned the UK patent was a dummy 
corporation that did not even have a bank 
account," was Delport's next shocking 
revelation. "It has been proved in a 
subsequent court case that it had no 
connection to the patent. " 

We have established that these allega
tions were made in an affidavit by a 
ce1tain Kent Kih1 - an affidavit used by 
Delp o1t to found his application for the 
sequestration of Ferguson's fainily trust, 
the Richmond 'Iiust. (This trust was the 
lru·gest single shru·eholder in Whetstone.) 
Only one of the seven pru·agraphs in 
Kihl's affidavit is true - the one in which 
he gives his name and declru·es himself to 
be an adult male. The remaining six 
damning paragraphs on which the coU1t 
then based its sequestration order can 
now be proven to be false. All six of them! 
All the documents which prove these 
falsehoods had been in Delport's posses
sion for at least two years. (Ytle might add 
that Mr Kihl has served a prison term in 
Sweden for fraud.) 

Interviewed for this ruticle, Delpo1t still 
insisted that Olpex was a fraud and "exactly 
the same as Aquasolve". He described the 
invento1; Justin Clohessy, as "a cosmetics 

pedlar with no expe1tise " .  Delpoit apperu-ed 
to be relying on us not to check the facts: 
Clohessy is in fact acknowledged not only in 
the South African but also in the inter
national pate nt as the inventor of Olpex. 
The latter can be found under reference no:
ClOL 1/32,BOlF 17/00. 

So much for Delport's version of what 
happened to Whetstone. 

Ferguson 's version - which checks out 
somewhat better - is that Delp0 1t, driven 
by ambition and greed, deliberately set 
out to destroy him so that he could get 
control of the company. Delpmt's plot 
involved falsified loan account entries, an 
attempt to frame Ferguson for fraud and 
the attempt to get Ferguson depmted 

As Ferguson 's attomey, Delport had 
control of all his docwnentation. He 
contrived to withhold vital docwnents 
from Ferguson for long enough to ensure 
that the dishonesty of his applications for 
the sequestration of Ferguson and his 
trusts could not be proven in cowt. It 
amounted to the grossest abuse of an 
attorney's relationship of trust with his 
client. He also made a fool of the judge 
who, in ordering the sequestration of the 
Richmond Trust, fom1d Ferguson to be an 
unreliable witness. The judge could not 
conceivably have made this finding had 
he b een presented with the documents, 
which noseweek has now seen. 

Delpmt derived substantial financial 
benefit from his fraud, b oth in legal fees 
and from complex machinations related 
to a share incentive scheme and shady 
"restraint of trade" payments - this des
pite having destroyed the company by 
discrediting its majo1· asset, its patent.
Whether all the other shr u·e and patent 
deals in Whetstone's histor y were wise or 
kosher we would not dru·e say. What we 
do know, however, is that the lawyer was 
up to no good. 

The battle is not over yet. A multi
million-dollar American company is 
about to announce an offer of comprolnise 
to the liquidators of Whetstone. They 
want to acquire Whetstone and its patent 
prior to their own listing on the N YSE. 

In January this year a group of 
Whetstone shru·eholders petitioned the 
Minister of Trade and Industry, Alec 
Erwin, to appoint an inspector to investi
gate Whetstone's demise and, in 
pruticular, Delport's role in it. 

"Yes, I have lost a great deal ofmoney 
to the extent that I cannot afford to talc.e 
the cowt rulings on appeal," Ferguson 
told noseweek. ''But the greater loss has
been suffered by my family - the 
hlllliliation of havin

g your home 
auctioned off, the gossip. Delpo1t set out
to destroy us and nearly succeeded. But 
he won't silence us. I'll be back." 1 1
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Nafcoc: 
all the dirt! 

When Themba Pasiwe was elected 
national treasurer of the National.African 
Federated Chamber of Commerce last 
year, he presumed he would gain access 
t,o the books of Nafcoc. But he learned 
nothing about the dodgy financial affairs 
ofthis influential black organisation. 

''I've been prevented from working with 
the books," said Pas iwe, who is a commer
cial financial accountant. They locked me 
out of the offices at Nafcoc, so I couldn't 
gain access t,o the accounting records. I've 
tried t,o put controls in place by talcing all 
the cheque books from the Johannesburg 
offices. But Nafcoc president Simon 
Mathysen and others just went t.o the 
bank and got new ones before my [return]
flight had even landed in Cape Town." 

At his home-based offices in Bishops 
Court Pasiwe (who is President of Naf
coc's Western Cape chamber) showed 
noseweek Nafcoc bank statements, 
leaked t,o him, reflecting large with
drawals and deposits which he wants 
accounted for. These include R180 000 
transferred in August from the account of 
the white South African Chamber of 
Business. Sacob is working at a merger 
with Nafcoc, despite opposition from two 
thirds ofNafcoc's membership. 

Pasiwe wanted a due diligence exercise 
t,o be conducted on both chambers before 
formation in September of the new 

transitional body, the SA Federated 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(Safcoc). But there would have been 
problems even if Sacob had asked t.o see 
the black chamber's books. These bear no 
trace of audited financial statements over 
the past three years, said Pasiwe, who 
has been prevented from working on any 
figures since his election as national 
treasw·er in August last year. 

A memorandum of understanding and 
ruticles of association with Sacob have 
already been signed, but a majority of the
N afcoc national coW1cil have declru·ed the 
merger null and void and filed a motion of 
no confidence in their executive 

P
atrice Motsepe, executive chairman 
of African Rainbow Minerals, has 
been elected interim president of 

Nafcoc, and the powerful Black 
Management Forum has heaped scorn on 
the troubled merger, calling it a cheap bid 
t.o redeem the image of organised white 
business. 

Protracted legal battles ru·e in the air. 
Kevin Wakeford, Sacob CEO and chief 

negotiat.or in the merger process, said 
Sacob was getting int.o a man-iage with 
the organisation, not the individuals. 
Sacob still recognises Mathysen as Nafcoc 
President, and believes he enjoys a huge 
support base. Wakef ord said "the 

the 

treasurer 
barred 

from the 

books 

dissident s" had no legal standing and dis
missed their vote of no confidence in the 
executive: "You can't just hold a Mickey
Mouse council meeting at the Holiday Inn 
without consulting provincial structures." 

Mathysen has threatened Pa siwe with 
suspension and accuses him of bringing 
Nafcoc into disrepute. Pasiwe regards his 
suspension as invalid bec ause it has not 
been endorsed by council: 

'That letter ... is as good as t.oilet paper. 
He has no constitutional right to make a 
move like that." 

Pasiwe described Mathysen as "an 
uneducated person who was being 
misled" i nt.o going against the sentiments 
of the organisation. 

He also questions Mathysen's motives: 
'There must be a paymaster somewhere. 
Who is that paymaster? Is it Sacob?" 

The new body, Safcoc, has undertaken
t.o spend R800 000 over the next two 
years on a due diligence exercise, before a 
merger. Pasiwe believes the merger is 
now being tushed through to promote 
Sacob's political credibility. He is deter
mined t,o heal the 1ifts in Nafcoc and will 
not quit. "Ow· forefathers built up this 

Hear no evil, speak no evil, see no evil? 
From left to right: Simon Mathysen, dis
placed Nafcoc President; Christoph 
Kopke, Sacob President and Daimler 
Benz CEO; Kevin Wakeford, Sacob CEO. 



organisation at a bad time. When Nafcoc 
was formed in 1964, we had limited 
trading rights. We've built ourselves up." 
But Nafcoc's objectives still had to be 
fullfilled: 'The wealth o

f 
the country is 

still in the hands of a few." 
Pasiwe still hopes to gain access to the 

books. Anon-profit organisation, Nafcoc is 
believed to have an annual budget o

f 

R3m, and can count on donations from 
local business. Many o

f 
Nafcoc's 

provincial chambers handle their own 
affairs, and financial inegularities have 
stnfaced in some provinces. 

Mining giant Billiton donated R70 000 
towards facilitating a Nafcoc conference 
which never materialised. The disappear
ance of the money is under investigation. 
According to inside sotn·ces, N afcoc is also 
investigating "success fees" in Mpuma
langa casino deals which found their way 
into members' pockets. 

Yet Nafcoc's chief negotiator in the 
unity process, Sabelo Macingwane, 
former CEO of Nafcoc and CEO of the 
newly-formed Safcoc, remains uncon
cerned about the financial plight of the 
organisation. He told noseweek he 
couldn't believe there had been no 
audited report for years, although he 
admitted to knowing there had been 

Vi11afJ1� Gerahwin, Stra11JJ1 Goreck4 Coltrane, 

complaints. Macingwane has a short 
memory. At a recent council meeting, 
conce1ned members mandated Mathysen 
to supply an audited financia l report, but 
this has not materialised. 

Macingwane hit back at Pasiwe, 
pointing out that he featured among the 
executive members who had received 
luxu ry Mercedes Benz vehicles from 
DaimlerChrysler earlier this year. 

Pasiwe confums he participated in the 
DaimlerChrysler scheme. But he insists 
he is paying for the silver vehicle in. his 
driveway, and queries whether other 

Nafcoc members have paid for the Meres 
they are driving. 

Christoph Kopke, DaimlerChryler's 
local chaiiman and Sacob's president, 
reportedly denied knowledge of the 
special deal to supply N afcoc members 
with Meres. But minutes of a Sacob 
national council meeting held last year 
showed otherwise. Up to 28 second-hand 
Meres were made available. Months later, 
some Nafcoc members were still driving 
their vehicles around without having 
been asked for deposits or instalments. 
Then in July the scandal broke over an 
ML320 obtained by ANC chief whip Tony 
Yengeni from Eads, a multi-national 
company which incorporated Daimler-

Cluysler's aerospace division in 1999, and 
German prosecutors declared themselves 
interested in any underhand dealings 

that might have sunounded the Euro
pean aims deal with South Africa. Many 

of the vehicles being driven around by 
Nafcoc members were suddenly taken 
back by DaimlerChrysle r, with DC 
insisting there was no briber y involved in 
distribution of cars to Nafcoc members. 
The fact that Nafcoc members had not 
paid for their vehicles several months 
after receiving them was att1ibuted to an 
"administrative glitch". 

Many Nafcoc execs are still driving 
their flashy cars. Macingwane owns a 
second-hand luxury Mercedes Benz S500 
which he obtained from DaimlerCh.rysler. 
He won't reveal payment details. "Am I 
failing 1:o be transparent because I don't 
want to tell what I paid for my second
hand car?" he said to noseweek. 

Generally, membel'S of Nafcoc had 
received plenty of discounts, said 
Macingwane, adding that executive 
members had also received free air 
tickets. He declined to go int o detail about 
the free air travel (Pasiwe said he knew 
nothing about it). Macingwane said Avis 

continued on page 16 



Arms deal investigations are exposing the links between business and politics 
within the ANC. Politics has become a means to wealth and business deals 
a source of political influence and power. ANC politics and business can still 
be divided roughly into two opposing camps. 

at are we to make of the 
arrest of Tony Yengeni, Parlia
ment's fonner defence commit

tee chairman, and the police raids on the 
home and offices of Shabir Shaik, MD of 
armaments company ADS and brother of 
South Africa's arms procurement chief, 
Chippy Shaik? What are the prospects 
that the official investigations of alleged 
irregularities in the government's (now 
R60 billion-plus) arms procurement pro
gramme will "go all the way"? 

The current situation regarding S.Ns 
arms pw·chases is eerily echoed in a 1998 
report by Washington Post correspondent 
David Ignatius about a similar arms 
scandal that raged in France and contin
ues to haunt French politics [page 21). 

"A large bomb is ticking away in the 
midst of French political life - a scandal 
that could explode with tremendous force 
01; as is often the case in France, be 
quietly defused and buried .... " 

In 1998 a conuption investigation of 
judge Eva Joly turned really nasty when 
she found evidence that French defence 
giant Thomson-CSF had acquired former 
foreign minister Dumas' mistress's ser
vices as a lobbyist - just when the 
company needed government approval 
for a $2.5b deal to supply frigates to 
Taiwan. Dumas had been a key opponent 

10 noseweek 37 

habo's 
oys 

vs 

V...ula's 
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of the deal, but within a year it was 
approved - without any explanation. 

"Chirac must decide soon," wrote 
Ignatius, ''whether to encourage an esca
lation of the judicial probe [to include the
frigate deal] - and, figuratively speaking, 
bring down the pillars of the temple - or 
instead try to contain the investigation." 

Will President Thabo Mbeki allow the 
investigation to go the whole way, risking 
bringing down the pillars of the temple, or 
will he seek to limit the enquiry to small
time corruption involving secondary 
contracts only? As we ask it, we know it's 
a foolish question. . . 

But let's have a closer 1qok anyway at 
the situation, both cw'l·ent and historical, 
and see if om· suspicions are correct. 

Arms-deals investigators will quickly 
have discovered that those within the 
ANC most interested in the d�als can be 
divided roughly into two competing 
groups: the Vula Boys and Thabo's Boys. 

While both are equally anxious to 
maintain their grip on power and their 
cut of the arms deal profits, the difference 
between them could just influence who 
will be sacrificed and who will be saved in 
the arms-deal investigations. 

The Vula Boys are the collection of 
communists and (mostly Natal) ANC 
intelligence operatives who set up 

Operation Vula, the secret pre-1990 
programme to develop the leadership and 
financial networks inside SA needed to 
launch a violent revolution. 

Vula was controversial because it was 
secret even inside the ANC: the wider 
ANC leadership - including Thabo Mbeki 
- knew nothing about it. ('freason? The
Vula Boys would later claim their scheme
had been sanctioned by party president
Oliver Thambo, which sounds conve
nient, because, by then, he was too ill to
confirm or deny this.) That gap between
the groups appears to have persisted.

Vula was led by Mac Maharaj (later 
made Minister of'l\-ansp01t by Mandela -
but fired by Mbeki). It included Siphiwe 
Nyanda (now Defence Force Chief), 
Ronnie Kasrils (moved by Mbeki from 
Defence to Water Affairs), Mo Shaik 
(demoted from national intelligence co
ordinator to ambassador in Morocco), and
Shaik's brother Shabir (who, recent 
events suggest, has lost the protection he 
once might have expected). Deputy 
President Jacob Zuma (then still ANC 
intelligence chief) was apparently also 
within the Vula network and is widely 
perceived to be the closest the group has 
to a protector in government. (Shabir 

continued on page 23 





I 
cl 
'I 

'! 
I 
I 

I 

I .I

Greenmail - ifs all in the game! 
In June 1999 Johann Rupert and Tmns Hex, a diamond mining company 
50% mvned by Rembrcmdt, lost their bid to take over Ocean Diamond Mining 
Holdings (ODM). In September that year ODM was bottght by the Namibian 
Minerals Cmporation (Namco). The Rembrandt team accttSed Christo Wiese, 
Pepkor boss and all-1'0und 1vheeler-deale1; of having acted in concert -with 
Alistair Holberton, the MD of Namco, enabling Namco to win the bitter 
cmporate battle. The accusations ctthninated in an in-camera heating before the 
Sectttities Regulation Panel (SRP), In our last issue-we reported on the earlier 
part of the hearings. We continue with Wiese's testimony, given in Feb 2000. 

Wiese: ''I believe Mr Slabber (Tinus 
Slabber, atoorney for Namco) made a 
comment about - he didn't say bloody 
Afrikaners, he said the Afrikaners - what 
we get up t,o when we're having a chmk or 
at a braaivleis. Mr Slabber is an 
Afrikaner himself, so that's fine. But 
what must Mr Holberton think? Here are 
the two most prominent businessmen in 
Cape 'Town, Afrikaner businessmen. Is 
this the way they operate? The one 
[Ruperl] hears a soory from a deep-tlu·oat 
and he inunediately tries t,o shaft a friend 
of twenty-five years [Wiese]; which friend 
had only tried to make it easy for him in 
the death, offered it [ODM] w him first." 

"Only tried oo make it easy" was a 
ctui.ous interpretation by the Archangel 
Cluisto of the way he had tried t,o put the 
squeeze on his old pal Rupe1t, a few days 
before the shareholders of ODM were due 
t,o vote on Rupe1t's plan t,o merge Trans 
HexandODM. 

Wiese and his investment consortium, 
had accumulated a large shareholding in 

"I said to ·him: Johann, 
:')Nhat is.,fhis all · · 
about? I mean we're 
friends, why doA't 
you talk to me, what 
is this, all ab0ut?" 
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ODM in spite of, or perhaps because of, 
his old pal's plans. Now he held the key t,o 
the proposed merger. When Rupert 
rebuffed him - balking at the price he 
was asking for his ODM shares and 
accusing him of greenmail - Wiese 
inunediately sold his shares to Holberton 
ofN amco, who he knew had designs ofhis 
own on ODM. The 'n:ans Hex merger was 
duly voted down at the shareholders' 
meeting on June 111999. 

Why the men at Rembrandt hadn't 
acted at an earlier stage t,o head Wiese off 
is not ce1tain. Now, belatedly, Trans Hex 
staited t,o accumulate shares in ODM in 
the open market. Holberton's Namco ooo 
was a buyer. Both stopped buying when 
their holdings reached 34%, because in 
tenns of SRP rules the purchaser of 36% 
or more shares of a company must make 
a purchase offer t,o all minority share
holders, at a price not less than the 
highest price paid in the previous three 
months. 

When Namco and Trans Hex paused, 
Wiese saw what he thought was a golden 
opportunity. 'This time round 111 really 
nail them" he told friends. So he started 
buying ODM shares again, roo, paying 
nearly R80m for 17% - enough t,o give 
control of the company t,o whichever of 
the main players bought from him. Then 
he sat back t,o wait for the phone calls. 

But none came. 
Wiese: "[So] I talked to Holberton. I 

said, Look Alistair, rve got. the 17%. 
Obviously rm not a long-te1m player, I 
want out. He said, Will you go and see 
Investec, they are acting for me? 

"I went along t,o Investec and Andy 
Leith, whom I've known for years, hit me 
with the brutal truth: Holberton did not 
have the money t,o buy my shares or t,o 
make an offer. Because if he had bought 

Johann Rupert, left, and Christo Wiese: 
friends for 25 years - until now! 

my shares he had t,o make an offer [to all 
the ODM shareholders]. I realised I was 
in a bit of a fix. 

"Sorry, I've skipped something. Prior oo 
that meeting, sensing that there was 
something wrong, I said t,o a broker, 
Johan Schoeman, I said, Johan, these 
guys in Stellenbosch - I mean by now 
they were so ci·oss, I mean it was really 
bad. You go to them and tell them that 
Chiisto has 17%, why don't you bid him 
for the shares? My feedback was that 
they were very derogatory in their 
reaction. Jn fact somebody alleged that 
['I}ans Hex MD] Mr Hoogenhout's ringing 
words were: Wiese knows where he can 
stick those shai·es." 

Having laid out R80m t,o buy ODM 
shares at an average price of around R9 
each, Wiese and his consortium were fac
ing a serious financial kick in the pants. 

In the meantime, Rupert and Thys 
Visser, MD of Rembrandt, had com
plained to Richard Connellan, executive 
director of the Securities Regulation 
Panel, that Wiese and Holberton had 
acted in conceit in arranging the sale of 
Wiese's shares. 

Wiese had written a letter to Connellan 
denying that he and Holberton had acted 
in concert, and felt that that should have 
been the end ofit. 

Neve1theless, a SRP hearing was held 
in Cape Town in August. Asked oo 
substantiate his accusations, Johann 
Rupert claimed that a "well-placed 
mutual friend" had telephoned hinI to say 

l
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Johann Rupert vs Christo Wiese PA RT 2 
that Wiese and Holberton had been 
acting in concert. 

Wiese was incensed. "I said to him: 
Johann, what is this all about?" he told 
the panel. "I mean, we're friends, why 
don 't you talk to me, what is this all 
about? He had this deep-thrnat phone 
call, he says, it's a man you and I both 
lmow very well. And I said, Johann, that 
man is a liar and a coward, let him make 
an affidavit and let him bring his proof. I 
said, look who you are insulting. You are 
insulting me, because I told you I'm not 
acting in concert. " 

Rupe1t refused to identify the mystery 
caller and withdrew his claim uncon
ditionally. Connellan duly ruled that 
Wiese and Namco hadn't acted in conceit. 

Rupe1t could happily abandon the 
mystery phone call because new, much 
more substantial, information had come 
to light during the first hearing that 
seemed to provide clear evidence that 
Wiese and Holberton were indeed now -
if not previously - acting in conceit. 

Late in Ju ly, Wiese had gone to old pal 
Andy Leith, head of corporate banking at 
Investec (as Holbe1ton reportedly sugges
ted he should do) . 

Following their discus sion Investec had 
arranged for Namco to buy an option 
from Wiese to buy his 17% stalce in ODM. 
The option would cost only Rl.75 p er 
share, and the strike price , should 
Holbe1ton choose to exercise it, would be 
R8.25 per share. The option would be 
valid for three months. 

For Wiese the option was not an ideal 
solution, because it was not an outright 
sale of his holding, but it did reduce his 
risk and offered a way out of a dangerous 
predicament. And, if all went according to 
plan, he would get his Rl0.00 per share. 

As he told the panel: "When both my 
prospective buyers seemed unwilling or 
unable, I had to do the best deal that was 
on the table. I mean, quite frankly, if on 
that day Mr Holbe1ton had offered me 
R8 .50 I would have sold because where 
were the other buyers? But he didn't 
know that. Obviously he didn't know 
that, because I said to him, 'there are 
other buyers in the wings' .. . which I 
really believed. In fact I put the pressure 
on him. You will see that I :insisted that 
that document be entered into by mid
night on that day. I said that's it, if it's not 
done then, there's no deal. " 

I
n early Septemb er, a month after the 
op tion agreement was signed, 
Namco found itself able to malce a
general offer to the ODM share

holders of R8 .25 per share , having 
borrowed some $25m from Investec Bank 
Maw'itius Ltd .  The offer was accepted by 
shareholders, and Namco became the 
owner of ODM. 

Rembrandt again complained to the 
SRP that Wiese and Namco had been 
acting in concert. According to the 
Financi,al Mail, Richard Loubser, JSE 
President, said the option agreement in 
itself was evidence they had been acting 
in conceit. Loubser s at on the panel for 
the SRP appeal into the matter - over 
Wiese's obj ections - and the panel duly 
found they had been acting in concert and 
1uled that the p1'ice paid to ODM 
shareholders be raised to Rl0.00, since 
this was the effective p1'ice paid to Wiese. 

Wiese and Holberton appealed the 
decision and yet another heru'ing of the 
SRP was scheduled for Feb1uary 2000, 
this time before a full panel under the 
chairmanship of Cyi'il Jaffe. 

At the appeal heating Wiese summed 
up his version of the whole saga. 

"My case to me looks as follows: That I 
did at all times what I thoug ht was the 
right thing. The right thing in te1ms of 
the law, the right thing in te1ms of the 
mles and the right thing in terms of 
ethics. That's my view and I'm quite 
happy to debate it. If you put all the facts 
togethe1/ he continued, "it looks to me 

that they [Rembrandt] realised on June 
11, when their scheme was voted down, 
that they had made a serious mistake in 
not buying my block. They are now cross 
with themselves, they've got egg on their 
faces and now somebody has to be blamed 
for this disaster. Who better to blame 
than Wiese, the profiteer, the green
mailer, let's stick it to him because then 
we've got a way out. " 

The reason Rupeit had refused to buy 
Wiese 's block of shares at Wiese 's price 
was, as he made clea1·, because he 
believed he was be:ing greenmailed. 
Wiese maintains that he had staited 
buying ODM shares befor e he learned of 
Rembrandt's interest, and that he had 
been interested in the company regard
less of Rembrandt's involvement. 

Either way, Wiese's serene idea of "the 
right thing in terms of e thics" ce1tainly 
included exploiting the situation to malce 
a quick profit of a f ew tens of millions 
without bringing a nything to the 
business in added value. 

In the event, the full SRP panel 
decided, by major ity vote,  to overtwn the 
eai·lier decision, and ruled finally that 
Wiese and Holberton had not acted in 
concert. The purchase price of ODM was 
raised by 35 cents as a control premium. 

Incredibly, just eighteen months after 
buying ODM, Namco applied to put ODM 
into provisional liquidation, citing unex
pected capital exp end itures and "severe 
dismption of the income producing 
activities" of the company. Namco itself, 
having been valued at more than $350m 
in mid-2000, sold 31 % to Israel's Leviev 
Group for a capital injection of only $15m. 

Remember: the original Trans Hex 
merger proposal valued ODM at R3.09 

per share. Not long after, following dis
cussions between Wiese and old pal Andy 
Leith, Investec was prepared to lend 
Namco enough money to buy ODM at 
R.8.25 per shru·e. Leviev's bail-out was
for tunate for Investec in that it
guara nteed the repayment of what was
left of the bank's loan to Namco, at that 
stage still some $11 million.

Thank goodness. One suspects that 
otherwise the Archangel Cht'isto might 
have had another unfo1tunate falling-out 
on his hands. n 

Based on copyright research materials 
supplied by Deon Basson. 
www. deonbasson.co. za 
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I wouldn't blame South Afi.icans for 
being sick of advice from Americans, but 
you can think ofus as the crazy relatives. 
Anything megalomaniac or messianic or 
merely odd that you want to try you can 
probably check against an analogous 
project in America, to see whether there's 
any hope of success, or any point. I 
particular ly recommend the US expe1i
ence with "defence" spending for your 
consideration. 

Many thoughtful South Africans are 
talcing comf01t in the uselessness of the 
arms deal and the probability that the 
motivation was large-scale b1ibes and not 
military ambitions on the pait of this 
regime . But this discounts military 
procw-ement's tendency to talce on a life 
of its own and snack on civil society, 
malcing war more likely even if that 
wasn't the original intention . The US is 
example numero uno.

It is hai·d for a govemment to malrn 
huge transactions, such as the US began 
with WWII pro curement, without them 
becoming embedded in the political 
system. 'Ibo many self-perpetuating insti
tutions get created . President Eisen
hower, in his farewell address in 1960, 
warned of the "military-industiial 
complex'' he himself, a lionized retired 
general , had been unable to contain: his 
government, led on by disto1ted military
intelligence estimates of communist 
threats, had tiipled or quadrupled 
militaiy spending dming the period of 
the US's greatest security. 

Since the mid-fifties at the latest, such 
spending has been the axe-murderer in 
the US polity, driven by inner voices so 
strong that the outwai·d, geopolitical 
situation and even the Defence Depait
ment's own estimates of its needs became 
irrelevant. Defence indust1ies employ 2% 
of the civilian workforce and yield the 
single richest and most powerful set of 
political cronies. The militaiy between 
1978 and 1998 requested five Lockheed 
Maitin C-130 transport planes. Congress 
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voted funds for 256. (Outraged at a few 
spare Gripens and corvettes? Wimps!) 
Arms companies used news footage of the 
Gulf War to adve1tise their products, as if 
the war had been an expe1iment or a 
promotion staged by and for themselves. 
They export almost wherever they please 
- to the poorest and most unstable 
countries, to both sides of conflicts, to

countries that turn the weapons back on 
the United States within a few yeai·s -
appropriating and perverting foreign
policy. It would be better for economic 
benefits of SA's arms deal never to 
appear, given what they would do to
decision-making in the long term.

Unlike any other industry except to a 
certain extent medicine, defence dictates 
what the public needs, without reference 
to public opinion. And unlike any other 
indushy but intelligence, which is closely 
allied to it, defence claims the right to 
deliberate both in secrecy and in. near
symbiosis with the state. In the US, 
players prance between the militaiy and 
electoral politics and defence industry 
lobbying and consulting: it's always the 
same people in highly classified cahoots. 
No wonder defence spending increases in 
times of wai· and p eace, tension and calm. 
Aside from interest on the national debt, 
it is the only maj or sacred cow in the 
budget, in a count1y with pockets of 
scandalous pove1ty. When conventional 
forces ai·e reduced (as is happening in 
SA), the savings are more than connter
balanced by high-tech weapons develop
ment, which centralizes p ower and 
obsctll'es planning even more. 

A lai·ge aims trade talces away from 
citizens the option of going to war or not, 
by building up ci.t·cumstances that malce 
wai· inevitable. If 15 yeai·s ago Ame1icans 
had been asked, ''Would you like to malce 
wai· on Afghanistall?" we would have 
s aid: "Gosh, no! That's for the Soviets -
bnnch of psychopaths ." But we were 
already committed by the aiming of the 
Mujahadin, whom we were told were 
st1i ving f or religious freedom and 
national self-determination just like om· 
own colonial ancestors. Without om· help, 
the Taliban couldn't have achieved 
hegemony over similar wild-eyed hordes 
and aspired to world conquest. Given the 
condition of Africa, how much more easily 
applicable are the basic p1inc iples behind 
America's present embroilment. Arma
ments are no fun unless you do some
thing w ith them. Then you can get more! 

Do anything to prevent this arms deal 
from going through. Suppo1t Teny 
Crawford-Browne's lawsu it. Moon the 
next official who says you need these 
weapons. Threaten to elect another 
government. It's that important. 1 1



W
e too, like every other news 
organisation, it seems, felt 
the need t.o get ow· own man 
into Afghanistan. Unfortun

ately, like e-TV's Debora Patta, our 
intrepid correspondent got diverted. 
Instead of pictures of Osama Bin Laden, 
all that was transmitted home via the 
noseweek satellite were these pictures 
taken in the mountains of neighbowing 
Kyrgyzstan. We also received voluminous 
repo1is about the virtues of a Kyrgyz
style diet of vodlra and red peppers. 

Our reporter-photographer Andy 
Hacldand did nearly get buried in an 

avalanche while scaling the towering 
pealt of Khan 'Thngii, in a bid t.o see into 
Afghanistan. The ''Taliban mosque" he 
photographed tums out t.o be an ancient 
wooden Coptic chw·ch in the town of 
Karakol. It is pretty, you'll admit! 
• If you'd like to include Kyrgyzstan on

the itinerary for your next holiday, the
capital Bishkek, with its statue of Lenin
intact, can be reached on Turkish Airlines
from Istanbul.

Pictures by ANDY HACKLAND 
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NAFCOC continued from page 9 

had gifted executive members with free 
mileage. Members had also received 
perks from Telkom and Eskom. 

"This is not something we want to hide. 
Nafcoc swY.ived and is where it is today 
because of big white companies," said 
Macingwane. ''My main priority is to see 
my people accessing the oppo1tunities 
and wealth they deserve." 

Wakeford said Sacob had been trying to 
merge with Nafcoc since 1994. "We are 
not rubbing shoulders, not communicat
ing. To grow the quality of goods and 
services in this country, we need to bring 
large volumes of black people into the 
mainstream." Sacob has around 40 000 
members, while Nafcoc, in the absence of 
a database, estimates its membersh ip at 
around 200 000 members. Wake ford 
dismisses those opposed to the merger as 
snipers who have been expelled, ousted or 
suspended from N afcoc. 

''We have a lot to learn from the black 
market. And Nafcoc, in turn, has to learn 
a lot about corporate governance." 

Wakeford has a warning for dissenters. 
"If we continue as we are, with 

established wealth living in peaceful co
existence with a crony elite, we are 
destined for social upheaval that will 
make Zimbabwe look like a Snnday 
school picnic." 

Meanwhile Simon Mathysen h as been 
kept busy denouncing the rebels and 
denying allegations that he paid his 
friends to vote for him. He is furious with 
all the ''lies and crap" that have been 
circulating and stresses that SA should 
speak with one economic voice . The 
exis tence of separate chambers in South 
Africa militated against unity. 

Mathysen insists salaries for the 
members of the interim conncil of Safcoc 
have not been discussed and dismisses 
claims that he and others would be 
earning R30 000 a month, plus perks. 
''We know nothing about salaries. It's all 
rubbish.  We still don't know what we are 
going to get." Pasiwe has a leaked 
document, however, which reflects that 
annual salaries for transitional conncil 
members will amount to more than R4m. 

Of his own Mercedes Benz S500, which 
he received from the DaimlerChrysler 
Nafcoc scheme, Mathysen said he was 
still paying it off. ''I am not that sick to be 
biibed. I cannot be bought to get these 
chambers to merge. All that these pe ople 
are saying is crap." He drove aronnd in 
his S500 for three, maybe two and a half 
months before his cred it was approved 
and he began paying instalments. 

S
teve Skosana, former Nafcoc presi
dent, opposes the merger in its cw·
rent form. While Nafcoc members 

had in itially backed the merger, said 
Skosana, agreed strategies had not been 
followed by Mathysen. "I don't think the 
team at Nafcoc is capable of handling 
neg otiations. Even if it does go through, 
they'll lose half of Nafcoc's members." 

Skosana admits that there are rumours 
of bribes , one exa mple being Daimler
Chrysler Meres given to Nafcoc members. 
'There was no transparency: We don't 
even know who authorised the vehicles. 
The disconnts were negotiated in private 
at the offices of Kopke. I never wanted to 
be part of that deal. I just smelt a rat. I 
was not happy with a lot of thing

s
, which 

was the reason 1 resigned as president 
and just stayed on as an ordinary 
member." 

Skosana said he had repeatedly asked 
for financial statements before he 
resigned in 1999, but failed to obtain 
them. Macingwane disput.ed Skosana's 
claims, insisting that the former Nafcoc 
president was expelled following a motion 
of no confidence. He said Skosana was 
accused of poor corporate governance and 
bringing the organisation into disrepute. 
Skosana insists he resigned because he 
was dissatisfied. 

Chicco Mofolo, Nafcoc First Vice
President, said Mathysen had failed to 
act on instructions, issued during a recent 
council meeting, th at he aITange an 
audited financial report. Mofolo himself 
was earlier this year charged with 
stealing R20 000 of the organisation's 
money, but he said the sum of money, 
borrowed in te1ms of an agreement w ith 
the executive, had been paid back. "It was 
a loan. I borrowed the money after my 
shop burned down. I needed help to build 
up my business. It is now up to the police 
to decide whether to prosecute." 

Mofolo charges that Mathysen was 
supposed to call a summit before signing 
any agreement on behalf of the conncil, 
but had failed to do so . While N afcoc stood 
to gain through accessing capital from 
Sacob contacts, Sacob was trying to 
legitimise itself by presenting a black face 
within the business community, without 
seeking cred

i

bility, he said. 
Mofolo himself h as a discowited vehicle 

from DaimlerChrysler, which he drove 
around for two months before he was 
asked for any payment. 'They said they 
were screening me to see if I qualified for 
financial assistance," he said. 

His second-hand E320, he claims ,  
wasn't given to him at a discount, but he 
isn't saying what he paid for the car. 

:p-e Waterkant Village
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No amoW1t of effort on the part of 
Safcoc secretary Tom Boya can shut up 
senior council member Vincent Paahla, 
the "expelled" Noithern Province presi
dent ofNafcoc. While Boya has sought an 
interdict against Paahla and fellow 
ousted Nafcoc provincial council member 
Abram Molapo, to try to bar them from 
entering the chamber's premises or 
addressing the media on behalf of N afcoc, 
Paahla was delighted to tell his side of the 
story. '1 was not expelled. They called an 
unconstitutional meeting and even called 
in non-Nafcoc members to malce a 
decision, purportedly calling it a com1cil 
meeting. Nobody debated the issue and 
the branches were not represented. The 
whole process took three minutes." 

Paahla does not believe all the execu
tive Nafcoc members are paying for their 
Meres. Even if they are paying instal
ments, he is sw-e the money is not coming 
out of their own pockets and said he never 
entertained the idea of buying a mere 
from DaimlerChrysler. "Even if you 
offered me the whole of Anglo-American, 
you could not btibe me." 

Paahla is hoping merger issues can be 
resolved but hit out at Wakeford. 

"He thinks he is still living in the old 
regime, where white people can tell black 
people what to do. I have never seen 
white institutions in so much of a tush. I 
can't understand it. They are miles ahead 
of us. I've been sitting on the Nafcoc 
council, yet I don't have a single 
document outlining details of the merger. 
Does that not strike you as odd?" n
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Ho"' to get ahead 
in governinent? 

DIGGING 

FOR CARATS? 
You'll need 

expert advice. 
Nearly three years ago the head of 
legal services in the Gauteng Provincial 
Government, one Mr Joseph Sedumedi, 
was dismissed as a result of an intemal 
fraud investigation. Mr Sedumedi had 
a nice little scheme going: his partner in 
crime, one advocate Mike Mnisi, sub
mitted invoices for fictitious consulta
tions and opinions. Mr Sedumed.i then 
authorised these for payment. 

We understand that Mnisi confessed 
to intemal investigators that he hadn't 
pe1fo1med the work. Bank deposit slips 
obtained from Mnisi and Sedumedi's 
accounts allegedly revealed that the 
payments were split in half, and that 
Mnisi paid half directly into Sedumedi's 
account. Apparently a swn in the region 
ofR30 000 was raked in before the cosy 
an·angement was exposed. 

The Gauteng Government's response 
was exemplary. Sedumedi faced a 
disciplinru.y hearing and, when he did 
not pitch up, he was fired swnmarily. 
The provincial authmities also laid a 
charge of fraud against Sedumedi and 
Mnisi. So far, so good. However, Mr 
Sedumedi promptly got a job as a senior 
commissioner at the Johannesburg 
Commission for Conciliation, Mediation 
and Arbitration. He also launched a 
CCMA action to contest his dismissal! 

Despite his employment at the 
CCMA, the SA Police Service fraud unit 
claimed Sedumedi could not be fonnd 
and was possibly in Botswana. 

It was left to outraged Gauteng Gov
ermnent staff to 1·aise the matter of Mr 
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Portrait of a nation 

Young 
dru nk  
vio lent 
dead 

uite funny, really, how when 
omen commit suicide, they do it 

m a way which suggests a longing 
to to the womb: enclosed in a gas 
oven, submerged in water, floating in a 
consoling sleep induced by pills. But men 
do it in the same way they cook: with 
drama and a great deal of mess. Probably 
because they know they won't have to 
clean up afterwards. 

That was the trut observation Afri
kaans writer Marieta van der Vyfer made 
- in fiction - nearly ten years ago. Some
would say it's that soit of sharp tongue
which also explains why so many women
get murdered by strangulation. Be that
as it may, where fiction goes, fact is surn
to follow.

Last month the Medical Reseal'Ch 
Council's latest statistical assessment of 
Aids-related deaths in South Africa was 
finally released to much fanfare and con
troversy. But another repmt on deaths in 
South Africa, also produced by the MRC 
and released two weeks earlier, went 
almost unnoticed. 

Perhaps it's because the second annual 
report of the National Injw-y Mortality 
Surveillance System (NIMSS), a joint 
research project by the MRC, Unisa and 
the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research appears, at first, to echo Presi
dent Thabo Mbeki's view that most of us 
will die of causes other than Aids. This 
report suggests that the chances are 
violence will talce us before Aids can. 

Or maybe it's just too ghastly to 
contemplate the fact that in a single year, 
more people (65 000 - 80. 000) died unnat
urally, i.e., not as a result of old age or 
disease, in this country than the total 
number of US casualties (58 000) during 
the 12-year war in Vietnam. 

Unnatural deaths, says the NTh1SS 
report, account for between 12 to 15% of 
the estimated half a million death yearly 
from all causes. 

The NIMSS report offers us some sort 
of window, albeit one with a rather gii.m 
view, of the nature of non-Aids-rnlated 
deaths in SA. The ongoing study aims at 
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tracking the nature and extent of 
violence, mm-der and mayhem in SA 
society. It will, it's hoped, help guide 
government interventions. 

The current repo1t, coordinated by Prof 
Mohammed Seedat, covers January 1 to 
December 31 ,  2000, using data registered 
at 15 mortuaiies in five provinces. A 
study was made of 18 876 fatalities regis
tered, whlch were between 24 and 29% of 
all non-natural deaths. 
The bigger picture 

Eighty per cent of the non-natural 
deaths were male. Most of the victims 
were young adults, with 37% of the cases 

aged from 15 to 29 and 36% aged from 30 
to 44. 
Causes of death 

Sw1nise, swprise, fireaims were the 
cause of "a staggering" one third of all 
known non-natw·al deaths. Gunshot 
wounds overshadowed all other extemal 
causes of death in the country. The total 
of fireaim deaths (5 201) was greater 
than the 4 314 deaths due to auto 
accidents. SA babies and toddlers are 
most likely to die of bum wounds while 
pedeshian-motor vehicle deaths ai·e most 
common in the 5- to 14-year age gt·oup. 
For all age groups older than 14, fireaims 
were the highest ranlced. 
Choose your  weapons 

Over half of the 8 395 mw-der victims 
died of gunshot wounds and a third of 
stab wounds. The totals for murder rise 
"abruptly" in the 15- to 19-year-old age 
gt·oup, peak at between 25 to 29, and 
remaining high right up into the mid 40s. 

More men than women were killed thls 
way with 6.8 males for eve1y female. 
Women ai·e strangled 13 times more often 
than men. [Didn't we predict it?! - Ed.] 

Accidents, be they caused by b·ansport, 

burns, falls and drowning, accounted for 
only 6 503 of all fatal injwies - compai·ed 
to the 8 395 homicides. Seventy-two per 
cent were h·anspo1t-related and 12% due 
to bwns. 
More gender differences 

Gunshots were the major cause of 
death for both sexes. However, the 
percentage of fireaim deaths was twice 
that for any other cause for males, while 
it was more or less equal to vehicle deaths 
for females. The second and third causes 
of death for men were sharp objects and 
pedestrian vehicle crashes. Women were 
more lilcely to die of sb·angulation, burns 
or being hit with a blunt object (usually in 
their own homes). 
Death by complexion 

More black and coloured people are 
mw-dered than die in accidents. 

More white and Asian South Africans 
die in accidents. Murder is the next most 
frequent cause. There were higher per
centages of white and Asian than black 
and colomed suicides. 
Death by own hand 

Firearms and hanging were the most 
favoured methods of suicide in the 
country, followed by poison and gassing. 
More men than women killed them
selves, and while most men chose hang
ing, most women chose poison. Whites 
and Asians chose firearms t.o talce their 
own lives, while colow·ed and black South 
Africans hanged themselves. The private 
home seemed to be the most frequent site 
of suicide, followed by "residential institu
tions" and the open veld. Women seem 
invaiiably to talce their suicides more 
se1iously than men do. The repo1t notes 
that "no female suicides were recorded in 
amusement parks or sports areas". 
Choose your time 

Homicides seemed to peak in Ap1il and 
December while suicides peaked in May. 
Fireann killings pealted in May 2000, 
accounting for 54.8%. When fireaim use 
was low, the use of shai-p objects was 
high. Bludgeonings with blunt objects, on 
the other hand, peaked around holidays. 

Sunday was the worst day for male 
suicides while most women killed them
selves on a Monday (washday?). 
Choose your drug 

Among those for whom blood-alcohol 
level was measured, almost 60% of 
mmders were alcohol-related, while 54% 
of road-accident victims had elevated 
alcohol levels. 

And so, while the NlMSS study makes 
an important contribution ·to under
standing the natm-e of unnatural death 
in South Africa, it holds no surprises and 
confinns what most South Anicans 
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Can 
Americans 
face up to 

reality? 
Response to "Why America checked out of 
Durban" (rwse36 by Sarah Ruden, PhD 
Harvard), from James Sanders, 
who has a PhD in African hi-story from 
London University and i,s our 
occasional London correspondent. 

e inability of Americans to 
understand why the "colonised" 
should resent the imperial power of 

the United States is one of the mysteries 
ofom· age. 

Take, for example, the te1Torism of 11 
September 2001. For days after the 
honific incident, the American press was 
full of commentators asking who and how 
- but not why. Is it because facing up to
the reality is too difficult to bear?

And so it is that I am prompted to 
respond to Sarah Ruden's list of "major 
misconceptions" which, she believes, the 
rest of the world has of America. 
1. Americans are stupid I don't think
anybody would judge an entire people in
such terms. It would however be accurate
to state that many Americans know little
of the world outside the borders of the US.
President Bush had traveled abroad
three times before his election last year.
Only 11 % of Americans possess a
passport. American network news
stations ignore foreign news. Consider
the post-11 September panic within the
CIA as the agency attempted to find
somebody, anybody who speaks Arabic.
2. Americans 31.'e cruel. It would be
harder to find a country in history that
has been more vindictive to its enemies,
especially those who gave the US a bloody
nose. Think of Vietnam, Cuba, Libya,
Iraq, North Korea. It's more than 40
years since the Cuban revolution and it's
still illegal to impmt Havana cigars into
the US. In terms of c;overt activities,
consider Guatemala, Chile, Nicaragua,
Angola . . .  the list goes on.
3. Americans are all-poweriul. It's a
fact that since 1989 there has been only
one superpower: the US. For 12 years,
America has had all the economic
benefits of the new imperial age at
minimal cost. Thning the Cold Wru� the
world was divided by ideology and
ironically the Ame1ican and Russian
superpowers had to finance many client
states to sustain the balance of power.

Since 1989, a number of countries have 
begun to disintegrate under the pres
sw·es of the "free market''. Superpowers 
always suppo1t free trade: free for them, 
expensive for eve1yone else. America's 
refusal to act as an honest broker on the 
issue of Israel-Palestine threatens the 
security of the Middle East. 

America walked out of the Durban 
conference because the Bush administra
tion (pre-11 September) wasn't prepared 
to do what the Clinton administration 
would've done: empathise, commiserate, 
pontificate and finally avoid the issue. 
Post 11 September Bush now knows the 
impo1tance of allies: he's spent the last 

' K ing Con ' 
no ta l l  story 

Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi's letter 
to noseweek (page 2) suggests our 
article "King Con'' and the book which 
inspired it, JDF Jones's StoryteUer: The 
Many Lives of La.urens van der Post 
[publi-shed this month], employ "un
tiuths" and "exaggerations". 

In particulru·, Buthelezi claims Van 
der Post didn't help facilitate donations 
to the IFP woith £1m; didn't urge Zulu 
secession; didn't encourage the Piince 
of Wales to "come out for the IFP'1

; the 
British and American governments 
didn't abandon Buthelezi; and to cap it 
all, Buthelezi granted an interview, 
which Jones "chose to cancel". 

Jones's book is an "autho1ised" biog
raphy: the authorisation (by the hust
ees of the Van der Post estate) permit
ted Jones access to Lam·ens van der 
Post's archive of conespondence and 
other documents. 

Walter Felgate, who over the two 
decades until 1997 was an adviser and 
speech--wiiter for Buthe1ezi , told Jones's 
1·esearcher that Van der Post's friends 
John Aspinall, Sir Jimmy Goldsmith 
and Kerry Packer had donated R4m 
(£1m) to the IFP before the 1994 
election. The money was paid in two 
L"l'anches: one for Rlm and one for R3m. 
Interviwed by Jones in '99,_ the late 
John Aspinall confirmed his donations. 

Jones cites a number of letters from 
Van der Post to Buthelezi in which the 
former appears to urge Zulu secession. 
Remember that during constitutional 
negotiations, Buthelezi and the IFP 
consistently argued for a federalist 
constitution for a new SA In December 
1993, when negotiations on this point 
had reached an impasse, various "self
defence units" emerged to cast their 

few weeks malting concessions to them in 
a desperate bid to keep their allegiance. 
Asking for reparntions for slavery is just 
another way of a.siting for assistance. A 
globalised world where the Western 
democracies rnpresent a new upper class 
and the mass of the world's population 
are the new working class is a dangerous 
place to inhabit. It might feel easier 
blaming the poor for being poor. It might 
feel easier imagining that the US is, in 
the words of an American write1� "a 
vutuous empire", but hist.ory teaches that 
there is always a reckoning. All empires 
eventually buclde under the pressurn of 
their internal contradictions. n 

shadows across the Zulu hills, and 
Buthelezi was refusing to enter the 
1994 election, Lamens van der Post 
wrote to advise Buthelezi: "You must 
prepare, as rm certain you've already 
started to prepru:e, for the pe1iod in 
which you have to go it alone and take 
what you can of Natal with you." This 
certainly resembles a secession call. 

The fact that any public statement by 
Piince Charles fa.vowing the IFP would 
have led to a constitutional crisis in 
B1itain did not, according to Walter 
Felgate, stop Van der Post and the IFP 
from hying to engineer such an inter
vention. General Constand Viljoen told 
JDF Jones: "I have no doubt that the 
value of Lam·ens van der Post to 
Buthelezi . . .  was his contacts with the 
B1i.tish Royal Family." On 12 Mru·ch 
1996, Van der Post wrote to Buthelezi: 
''Your host in the country [Prince 
Charles] . . .  is doing quite a remarkable 
intervention with people in the right 
places who might help your cause.'' 

The suggestion that the British and 
American governments abandoned 
Chief Buthelezi in the autwnn of 1992 
was an historical assessment made in 
the noseweek article, not in Jones's 
book. On further reflection, it might be 
more apposite to wonder whether the 
B1i.tish and American administi·ations 
ever really suppo1ted Buthelezi, beyond 
a little light flirting. 

Commenting on Buthelezi's alleged 
offer of an interview, Jones told nose
week: "I made various attempts to 
interview Mangosuthu Buthelezi, who 
on one occasion signalled his agreement 
- in p1inciple - to such a meeting. I then
received messages from mutual friends
that Buthelezi was concerned about
what might be found in the Van der
Post archive. Despite the offer in
principle and my best efforts, no
interview was forthcoming, either in
South Africa or B1i.tain." n.
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arms-deal hearing 

Hi-tech Rear Admiral 
steams to the rescue 
Predictably, by the time the only critical witness testified 

at Selby Baqwa's bumbling arms deal hearings, 

the mainstream media had come to the end of their short 

attention span. A pity! A wealth of interesting material 

emerged from Richard Young's evidence. 

Dear, oh, dear! It all happened as we 
predicted in nose34. Vice-Admiral Robert 
Simpson-Anderson, the dapper, recently 
retired chief of the navy, found himself in 
rather stormy weather at the rums deal 
hearings and emerged with his mainsail 
in tatt.ers over mms acquisition chief 
Chippy Shaik's recusal. 

Just to remind you: at his first appear
ance the vice-admiral testified that Shaik 
had disclosed his connection (via his 
brother Schabir) with one of the paiiies 
(ADS) tende1ing for the corvett.e (and 
submarine) combat suites. 

''He proposed to recuse himself, [and] it 
was agreed that whenever the combat 
suites were discussed, I would take over 
the chair and he wouldn't take prut in 
discussions or decisions .. . This process 
was followed throughout the period." 

But noseweek and Richru·d Young had 
seen confidential documents the navy 
never dreamed would be revealed -
Project Control Board minutes which 
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showed that on at least one occasion Mr 
Shaik had remained in the chair and 
cont iibuted to the discussion and 
decision-making on the combat suites. 

During his evidence, Young quoted 
extensively from this document and 
others, much to the anger of the authori
ties. Several times counsel for the Depart
ment of Defence, Michael Kuper SC, tried 
to probe Young on how he had got access 
to these classified documents. 

Rather than being concerned at the evi
dence of irregularities the authorities, 
want to strangle the whistle-blowers. 

After the heruing, the. project officer of 
the corvette programme, Rear Admiral 
Johnny Kamerman, threatened an inves
tigation that would endanger the secret
level security clearance held by Young 
and his company, CCII Systems, as 
contractors of the Defence Force and 
Aimscor. 

Without such a clearance, which 
Kamerman claimed had been called into 

Rear Admiral Kamerman, resplendent in 
naval unifo,m, dazzled Selby Baqwa's 
hearings with his evidence. Here he's 
flanked by recently-retired Chief of the 
Navy Vice Admiral R Simpson-Anderson, 

question by Young's evidence, the com
pany will not be allowed to compete for 
contracts. 

But neveitheless the navy clearly felt it 
had to trundle Simpson-Anderson back 
onto the stand to respond. The Admirnl 
struggled manfully to revise his definition 
of recusal. This didn't mean Shaik had to 
leave the room - although, mysteriously, 
on several occasions when he recused 
himself, he did in fact depart. It didn't 
mean he didn't contribute to the 
discussion. His contribution was merely 
"of an informative nature". It meant he 
was not part of the "decision-making 
processes", whatever that meant. In any 
case, the admiral argued, coming up for 
air, Mr Shaik had great integrity and his 
conflict of interest was more apparent 
than real. 

This led to the following exchange with 
Yowig's coWIBel, Owen Rogers SC, in one 
of the small windows of cross
examination granted him by Baqwa. 
Rogers: Now if we can put Mr Shaik to 
one side for the moment and speak to you 
as a man of integrity who would value 
faimess. If you were involved, as you 
were, in a procurement process of this 
kind and you had a brother who was 
involved - as a shareholder and director 
in a potential supplier of equipment to 
the navy - would you think it fair and 
proper that you should be involved in 
decision-malcing relating to that company 
in which yow· brother was involved? 
Simpson-Anderson: No! I think it would 
not have been proper. 

And later: 
Rogers: [Mr Shaik] was then very much 
the linchpin in communication between 
all the relevant role players? 
Simpson-Anderson: Yes. 
Rogers: Accordingly the person convey
ing to the Project Control Board the view 
of a paiticular body such as the Minister's 
Council, was a person who had this 
conflict or potential conflict of interest? 
Simpson-Anderson: Yes. 
Rogers: And the person conveying the 
views of the Project Control Board to the 
Minister's Cowicil or other bodies with 
whom he liaised was this same· person? 
Simpson-Anderson: Mmh, yes. 
Rogers: It therefore appears to me - I put 
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Thabo's boys vs Vula's chi ldren 
continued from page 1 O 

Shaik is said still to handle his personal 
financial a:ffail'S.) 

Operation Vula militated against 
another initiative w ithin the A

N
C, the 

Mbeki-led efforts at dialogue with the 
apartheid state. Vula continued its secret 
operations following the ANC's unban
ning in 1990, leading to increasing 
conflict between Vula operatives and the 
ANC leadership about strategy and the 
direction of negotiations. "The views of 
the Vula comrades were largely ignored," 
the group's fonner communications man 
Tim Jenkin wrote in a 1995. 

The level of conflict was such that in 
February 1990 Maharaj quit the ANC. 

Mandela - just released from prison -
persuaded him to retract his resignation, 
but in June 1990 Vula's cover was blown 
following the arrest in Natal of two of its 
operatives, Charles Ndaba and Mbuso 
Shabalala - both later murdered by 
secwi.ty police, pw-portedly to prevent the 
exposw·e of Ndaba as a police agent. 

In the midst ofnegotiations, Mbeki was 
confronted by the Nationalist negotiators 
with evidence of a secret ANC unit of 
which he had been unaware. FW de 
Klerk sanctimoniously charged the ANC 
with secretly plotting insw-rection while 
negotiating a settlement. 

Some sow·ces believe Mbeki was so 
angry that, in effect, he allowed the Vula 
network to be hung out to dry. Maharaj 
and others were arrested and released on 
bail only after the Pretoda agreement 
with De Klerk had already been signed. 
Mbeki allowed these key hawks within 
the ANC to be side-lined. In mid
December 1990 Maharaj again "retired" 
from the ANC. Again Mandela brought 
him back - into the Cabinet. 

Where are the Vula Boys now? They 
are positioned strategically throughout 
state structures. The Shaik brothers' 
mentor, that stalwart communist acade
mic Prav:in Gordhan, like Maharaj, was 
unlikely to be welcomed into Mbeki's 
political stiuctmes; instead he heads the 
SA Revenue Service, where he has been 
joined by old comrades .Vuso Shabalala 
(Customs), Ivan Pillay (Special Investiga
tions) and Sirish Soni. [It is said ex
poachers make great game-keepers! - Ed.] 

Solly Shake is now mission director for 
the SANDF, Raymond Lalla is a senior 
official in police :intelligence and Mpho 
Scott is an MP who appears to be 
somewhere at the centre of just about 
every major empowerment deal - includ
:ing the rums deal. 

The repeated smfacing of Vula 
members in alleged plots is no co-

incidence. Remember the report which 
the ill-fated Georg Mei.ring (then SANDF 
head) presented to President Mandela in 
which it was alleged that Meiii.ng's 2IC 
(Si phi we Nyanda) was plotting with ANC 
radicals against the government? What
ever Meili.ng and friends' interest in its 
telling, there could've been something to 
the story - only the plot is more l

i
kely to 

have been against Mbeki than Mandela. 
Maharaj's name was floated by ANC 

sources in connection with last year's 
bizarre Mbeki plot allegations. 

'l'here are clearly ideological issues 
involved in the conflict. Maha.raj, Gord
han and company am associated with the 
ANC's left wing, which includes much of 
the white left, and is seen as sympathetic 
to ex-trade unionist Cyril Ramaphosa. At 
least two of the Shaik brothers have 
p1i.vately expressed concern at the «crude 
Afi.i.canism" espoused by some of Mbeki's 
acolytes. 

I
t is said that, in the cow-se of the:ii
anns-deal inquiry, the Scorpions have 
talcen an :interest in the relationship 

between Maharaj, Gord.ban, Zuma and 
the Shailrs. (Ronnie Kas1i.ls is suing 
several newspapers for suggesting that 
the Scorpions were at one stage 
investigating him.) 

It would be no sw1>1i.se if they were. 
While Maharaj was in charge, the 
Department of Transport got Shabir 
Shaik's company Nkobi Investments on 
its feet via a R4-billion tollroad contract 
on the N3 highway. (Nkobi has a small 
share of the consortium.) This was 
followed by a R400m contract for the 
production of credit card-type dti.ver's 
licenses - Nkobi's first joint venture with 
French arms company Thomson-CSF 
and with Denel. The N3 toll consortium is 
wo1th a closer look. {Also see box.] 

Among the major shareholders is Rand 
Merchant Bank, pait of the FirstRand 
Group, where Comrade Maharaj has 
since become a director. ('l\vo other group 
subsidia1i.es, Wesbank and FirstAuto, 
also each won R750m contracts while 
Maharaj was transport minister). Also on 
the RMB board is Ahmed Sadek Vahed 
(of the AM Moola group), whose daughter 
is mani.ed to Shabir Shaik. 

And, thanlai to R.appo,t, we now know 
that Prav:in Gordhan, Commissioner of 
the SA Revenue Service, at the request of 
Shailc solved a tax problem for the AM 
Moola group. This personal service, 
explained a spokesman for SARS, was 
part of Revenue's open door policy. 

Rappo,t also told us that Gord.ban's 
brother-in-law works for Shabii: And that 
Shabir handles J a.cob Zuma's finances. 
All one big happy family. 

All this might lead one to suspect that 
the recent raids by the Scorpions on the 
offices ofNkobi Holdings and the home of 
Schabir Shaik might have been politically 
motivated. Not so, we ru·e assmed: the 
raids took place on the basis of specific 
information. Fw-thermore, judges in 
Paris and MaUii.tius - where raids took 
place on Thomson-CSF (now called 
Thales) offices - have to have been 
convinced that good grounds existed for 
those raids. 

But that's not to say investigators arn 
not under political pressw·e. They are. 

Government is desperate to avoid any 
suggestion of c011.uption in the prime 
contracts, which would place them in 
jeopardy. Investigators have been told not 
to bother former Defence Minister Joe 
Modise, who is apparently dying of 
cancer. There are whispers that Jayendt·a 
Naidoo (who negotiated the final deals) 
has also been declared out of bounds to 
investigators. Ian Pierce, an accountant 
who is reputed to have several present 
and fo1mer cabinet ministers as clients, 
and who set up many of the empower
ment companies involved, continues 
simply to defy a subpoena to hand over 
documents. And the focus on the Shaiks 
has diverted attention from Thabo's Boys' 
also having their snouts deep in the 
arms-deal trnugh. 11 

[See the next issue of noseweek for Mbeki's 
Pat,iotic Bowgeoisie.] 

More about the 

N3 tol l consort ium 

· Also once a direct.or was Mohamed 
Enver Asmal (said to be related to 
Kader), whose company, Profow·, won 
the tender to revamp Durban Airport.
(Profow· then promptly went bust,
but that's another story.)

Yet another director was George
Negota, possibly representing that
film with an impeccable Hervormde
Broeder heritage, BKS enginee1i.ng.
(He is chair of Khuthele Projects, a
BKS subsjcliary that specialises in
transpo1t consultancy.)

BKS, which amassed a fortune on 
state projects under apartheid, is 
poised to build on that solid founda
tion with the new elite. (Joe Madise
was recently appointed chair ofBKS.)
Its subsidiary, 'lbllink, has won con
tracts to 1un tolls on the N3 and N4.
It is doing work for Coega. It's in on 
the Gauteng high-speed train project.
It owns the rights to the technical
information for the proposed La
Mercy aii1>01t. So it goes.
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How to get ahead in government? 
continued from page 1 7  

Sedumedi with the CCMA and to 
complam to the Public Protector about 
the SAPS's tardiness. In April 2000, 
following the CCMA's discovery of his 
failure to disclose the details of his 
unhappy depaitw·e from Gauteng Legal 
Services, Mr Sedumedi resigned and 
disappeai·ed again. noseweek has been 
unable to confirm rumours that he now 
holds a senior SAPS position in Northern 
Province. [Can anyone help? - Ed.] 

His unfair dismissal case is still pend
ing at the CCMA, although his attorney, 
Alan Jacobs, is coy about the present 
location of his client, claiming only to 
have a cell number. At this stage you 
should know that the gallant SAPS does 
not even have an identification number 
for Sedumedi. [Sigh! - Ed.] 

Advocate Mnisi has been even more 
lucky. His little scheme with Sedumedi 
was brought to the attention of the 
Pretoria Bar, where he was a member. 

We understand that he was found 
guilty (of exactly what, the Pretor ia Bai· 
won't say) following a disciplinaiy hear
ing, but that he is appealing. Neverthe
less, Mnisi has landed on his feet. He is 
now a senior investigator with the 
Pretor ia office of the Scorpions ! 

noseweek asked the Scorpions if he 
had declared this unfinished business 
when he went to work for them. They 
could find nothing in their files to suggest 
he had done so . We await further dev
elopments. In the meantime, we trust 
they don't let him near the tea money. n 

Young, vio lent, drunk and dead 
continued from page 18 

ah-eady know - that we are a violent, 
drunken lot. 

But what, we ask ourselves, will the 
g overnment malce of i t? 

A suggestion: for a start it would be 
most comfoiting to the general public 
were someone to do something about 
arresting and punishing those respons
ible for all this murder and mayhem. n 
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Rear admiral to the rescue 
continued from page 20 

this for your comment - that leaving 
aside any role he may or may not have 
had within the decision-malting of the 
Project Control Board itself: it was this 
Mr Shaik with this conflict or potential 
conflict of interest who was colouring 
what came to the Project Control Board 
and what went out of it? 
Simpson-Anderson: What do you mean 
by coloming? What is colowing?" 
Rogers: What indeed? 

Fortunately for the sinlting Admiral, in 
addition to modern high-tech ships the 
navy is getting modern high -tech officers. 
One of these came steaining to the rescue 
in the form of Rear Admiral (Junior 
Grade) JEG "Johnny" Kamerman. 

Believe us, and remember you read it 
here first: this man will be Chief of the 
Navy, white sltin or not. 

FiJ:st, he established his credentials as 
a man of action such as most of us can 
only dream of being. He served at sea for 
1 5  yea i·s and was the weapons officer who 
fired the first missile in the Southern 
Hemisphere . He also commanded an 
operational combat vessel for fow· years . 

CwTently director of corvette acquisi
tion and overseer of the subma iine pr o
gramme being executed in Germany, 
Kame1man is  SA's senior militai-y officer 
stationed in Europe. 

Next, he showed his deep respect and 
solicitude for Y oung and "his fine little 
company''. He even refe1Ted to the fact 
that Young had in the past phoned him at 
home in the early how·s of the morning (a 
detail Young denies) to beg for bridging 
funding from the navy when there was a 
lag in the formal allocation of proj ect 
fina nce and that somehow they had made 
a plan to accommodate him. 

Denying that Young had a ny legitimate 
expect ation of the contract for the combat 
su ites, Kamerman was a pictw·e of manly 
sympathy: "So I can't counter the fact 
that Mr Young feels aggrieved and I can't 
g ive him any absolution except a 
shoulder to ciy on but we never ever gave 
Mr Young the ass w·ances that he is 
alluding to and I will come to that in om· 

evidence. " Little of Kame1man 's evidence 
was put to Young for his comment. 

This situation wouldn't be allowed in 
co1.11t, but slips by in the Protector 's 
heaiings where Selby is empowered to 
make the rules. 

Much of Kamerman 's evidence, con
vincing as it was, had to do with technical 
interpretation and will have to await the 
test of a real cowt case (and discovery of 
aU relevant documentation). 

But some a i·eas were noticably thin, 
though apparently not thin enough for 
Baqwa 's bedazzled panel to see tlu:ough. 

At the heait of the debt-disaster that is 
the corvette deal is a contract which 
Kame1man was appai ·ently closely in
volved in authoring, and which the 
Geiman contractors, together with their 
grasping French and SA partners, could 
drive a co1vette through. 

The contract directed that in quoting a 
price "allowance must also be made for 
prime contractor responsibility". In other 
words, in te1ms of the bid document, 
bidders were to quantify then· perception 
of risk up -front. That was why they were 
given extremely detailed l i sts of the 
nominated SA suppliers . The responsi
bility then lay with the Germans to s ay, 
No , this is a risky South African product; 
we will have to build in a risk cost if you 
want us to use that. Instead, the ques tion 
of risk was only raised after the Ge1mans 
and ADS became preferred bidders . 

How could they get away with this? 
There was another little cl ause which 
stated :  "The final costs will only be 
apparent a fter negotiation with the 
preferred vessel contractor, in paiiicular 
the integration and business-risk costs 
have to be detennined." The contractors 
could therefore "determine" cost 
increases in cosy collaboration with those 
who could also benef it. 

Young showed that the real cost 
increase of the arms package from 
November 1998,  when the Cabinet 
announced the deal, to November 1999, 
when the final contracts were signed, was 
Rl 503m. The price of the corvettes 
increased by R872m, mainly due to some 
R800m added to cost of the corvette 
combat suite. 

That claim was never challenged. n 
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Outside Gauteng on DSTV's radio bouquet, channel 58, or worldwide on www.classlcfm.co.za
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(otherwise known a s  COLEOPTEROPHIUA) 

by HAROLD STRACHAN 

So the Right Wing came and shot ow· 
tin house full of bullet holes, as was 
custom ary at the time, till it looked Wee a 
piece of Bmssels lace, and our GP put me 
onto Valium, just getting customary at 
the time; not those ordinary old tranquil
lisers Americans used to eat like monkey
nuts when Sputnik was perceived flying 
over Washington, I mean die ware Jakob 
begone -dull -care en- vok -die-res-type med
ication. And about this time Doogie from 
old Scotland days phones me when I'm in 
this my daily Xanadu, and asks me to 
fetch with the family Rustmobile station
wagon his collection of abs tract paintings 
in Umhlanga, please, and deliver them to 
a certain Durban gallery, for exhibition. 

What are pals for, man? I reply. I collect 
Eric the labourer from his Group Areas 
unlawful habitat in the garbage lane back 
of the house, and off up the coast with 
ropes and bung ees and styrofoam for 
packing, and s tow half the paintings 
inside the Valiant and the o ther ten on 
the big flat aircraft-carrier roof, al l 
secu rely strapped down shipshape and 
Bristol fashion. 

We make ow· merry way back to Durbs. 
As we cross the viaduct over the Umgeni 
mouth I bust out in song 

Oh I do like to be beside the seaside, 
Yes I do like to be beside the sea, 
And I do like to sit beside the prom 

prom prom 
Wher e the brass bands play tiddely 

om pom pom. 

Eric observes that something is awry 
with the slipstream of this vehicle and the 
roof stowage of its cargo, and when I look 
in my mirror, I there espy the entire vista
behind us full of flying splinters and 
airborne abstractions, and a motorcyclist 

26 no week 37 

with good reflexes desperately ducking 
about amongst all this wooden flak, 
whilst a man without any just ploughs 
tlu-ough and over it all in a big Mercedes. 

I haul the ossewa up on the sidewalk of 
the bridge and we leap out and sort of 
kick all this rutistic wrnckage into the 
gutter before a fifty-ton Tongaat sugar rig 
comes blasting by really to mash it up,
then I sit down on the curb there and 
think of further Valium whilst Eric flings 
all the debris into the hatch. 

He sits down and makes a j oi nt and 
h ands it to me. Fucked up, he observes, 
by way of consolation . Ja , I reply. 

Now you got to fix it, he states, by way 
of philosophy. Ja, I reply. 

S
o I leave a message for telephone
callers saying that I h ave
con tracted the mumps and if any
male of about Doogie's age should

call around impromptu he will catch it for 
sw·e and become sterile forever and his 
lineage will be at an end . Then I get to 
work with Eric in the little workshop I 
have in the back yr u·d, and after a day and 
a half and two nights without sleep we 
have reconst 1ucted Doogie's box frames 
and repainted them and not only 
retouched the shattered paintings but 
invented bits where the Mercedes had 
removed all pigment, Eric refuelling 
himself with insangu and cups of tea the 
while, and I myself with tea and Valium. 

But we've done it! We stand there 
exhausted and smile, and after a bit Eric 
by way of mathematics observes, We're 
one shmt. I go ice-cold. See, here 's the 
frame, he says, holding assorted bits of 
painted wood in a sort of a rectangle; the 
picture must have flown into the river, he
declru·es. Jeezuz wept! I exclaim. What 
did it look Wm, man? Well, it had a sort of

, ,

✓ - '
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/ ,

beetroot thing at the bottom, he says, and 
white lines up this side, smt of . . .  , I think. 

So without further ado I wh ip out the 
acrylics again and under Eric's direction 
replicate the Doogie original in an hour or 
so, and it's still only 3.30 pee em when 
we're done, and we're down to the gallery 
where the man himsel f is haggardly 
pacing about. 

God ! he cries, you're heer! Mon, he says ,  
you look w�e sh it. Sick, oh , sick, I say, but 
waste no time! So we get cracking and 
hang all the pictw·es for the opening 
tomorrow, and Doogie declares, What a 
pal, mon, and you so ill and all. And I'm 
just struting to say again, What are 
friends for, hey? when he s ays, Hang on. I 
mean . I mean theer 's. I mean theer 's ane. 
I mean theer 's ane tae mony! 
· Eric and I fall silent, immobile and

aghast. We have to sit down. Doogie paces
ab ou t, but he can't identify the extra
pictw·e. You 're hallucinating, I say, when
I've got a bit of residual chutzpah
togethe1; there were twenty-one, and I get 
the distinct feeling that if it weren't for
the fact of ow· being such good pals he
would defy my arithmetic with some
vehemence, because I know Doogie, but
then there 's the urgency of the exhibition,
and he 's scored an extra painting anyway,
so what the hell. He lets it go: tomonow's
metaphysical pmblem.

But I must admit at that very moment 
it occw-s to me that I might just one of 
these days paint a Piemeef. Under E1ic's 
direction. And if the stock market stays 
kreupel and people want an idea for safe 
investment, I might just do it soon. 

Put the word out, comrades; watch the 
Sotheby catalogue. Look around for a Vee
dubs Beetle in reasonable nick, too. One 
previous owner. Low Inns. And a 1936 
slipstream, please. 
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Small ads lo be received by the I Olh day of monlh of publimliou. 
Charge: R50 for up to 15 word 5, !hereafter Rl. 50 per word. 
Boxed ads RI 00 per column cm (minimum 3cm}. 
Send your e-mail address lo noseweek@iolriw.com 
We'd like ta keep you informed. 

PERSONAL 
Charles, than.x for great xday present! f9 190J 
Enjoy, Rolf, Happy Birthday for the 
next ten years. Bdan & Alma (91421 
Ian Smith: Happy Christmas! Enjoy reading 
this as much as we do. John & Joan [91051 
Looking for a kind, intelligent lady over 55. 
dsd1sve@hotmail.com 
Moto1·cycling rools! Bille SA Magazine 
outsel ls TopCar; Driue, Wiel. Bows to editorial 
superiority ofnoseweek only! (9187] 
Socialism is the theological justification 
for bureaucracy. Matthews Bk IV. (1507] 
Support the Cape Philharmonic! [4896J 
Zoleka, Happy Anniversary. 
Thanks for everything! Love, Jon (8931 1  

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
Cape Town: IQein Bosheuwel , minutes from 
.Kirstenbosch top gate. Sea & mountain views, 
large garden, pool, warm hospitality, comfmt
able rooms, hem:ty breakfasts. For holiday or 
business visits. v/fax (021) 762-2323, 
email ldeinbosheuwel@iafrica.com ot· 
www.kieinbosheuwel.com 
Glencairn/Simon's Town cottage: 
Sleeps 4. A

l
l the mod cons. Stunning views 

of False Bay. 'B' 083-658-2999 
Leisw·e Isle Knysna: Self-cate1ing flat for 2 ,  
50m from Lagoon. v (044) 384-0088 [8978J 
Palm Beach, I<ZN South Coast: self-catering 
accomm 10+2 persons. 500m from beach. 
Rent or buy. 'Ill John 082 372-8887 [90761 

PROPERTY TO BUY/SELL/RENT 
Duxbanville: For residential letting and 
sales . 'll' Moira Senekal (021) 976-4322 [89681 
Knysna property specialist! Prompt profes
sional advice & service. Contact Dave Hager 
at Dm-r Estates. dave@durrknysna .co.za [91 0 1 1  
Small game fru:ms close to KNP. 
-zr 083 627 -2563 19101 ] 

SALES & SERVICES 
Accounting/Tax: "Peaceful .sleep comes from
having your house in order." AJ Broadhtu"st 
Accounting Services cc. Anton .,. 802 586-5056 
Active Plumbers for al l repairs. 
24-hom· service. 'B' (021) 423-1206 191031
African book collection for sale.
" (021) 788-4404 [91021
Blue Chip Institute of Technology:
specialized IT training, software development,
outsotu"cing & e-commerce web development.
'!l' (021) 421-8986 [8963] 
Business plans & sales training done 
for small/medium size companies. 
'Ii' Dimitri 082-346-3574 [89731 

Case of 1978 Meerlust Ca.�ernet Sauvignon 
Rl 200.00. 'B' Dave (039) 317-3542 188871 
Curtain Warehouse: 1000s of upholstery 
& curtaining rolls to choose from at 
wholesale prices. 1l' (021) 701-9242 [9008] 
Craig Archbold Attorney. n- (021) 426-5667, 
fax (021) 426-4119, cell 083-270-4424 
email: craig_archbold@ananzi.co .za 191411 
Data mining, knowledge discovery, forecast
ing, consumer behaviom; patten1 recognition 
& database expert. Specialising in realtinte 
systems. Steve .r (083) 232-6047 16943] 
End-of-year office parties. Contact me for 
personalized crackers & other accessories. 
celebrate@africaorigins.co .za [8865J 
Everything to do with your image: 
design, writing skills, publications and more. 
Corporate News -a- (031) 303-8113 189801 
For all domestic & international travel 
enqui.J.ies contact Sme Travelways Pin.elands. 
'B' (021) 531-7608 or (021) 421-5670 19157] 
For love1-s of fine gemstones & pearls: 
contact Muscat Fine Jewels at Box 10357, 
Johannesburg. 'Ii' (011) 336-6031 [9205] 

International calls to & from. Best rates. 
Local customer service. 'B' 082-921-4598 191891 
Investigative financial jowT1alism 
(award-winner). www.denbasson.co.za (9029] 
Medical Negligence? Contact uniquely 
qualified Medico-legal specialist attorney, 
Chris Maitin 'B' 031 209-2859 or 082-217-8825 
Mercedes Benz E320 - 1996, silver, 
125 000km. Excellent condition. Rl60 000. 
'!l' Dr Erasmus (015) 491-4121 (9053] 
Neville Phillips, Consultant: Property 
valuations, capital gains tax & quantity 
sw'Veying services. v (041) 581-2254 (91881 
Old toy trains wanted. "O" gauge or larger. 
-zr (021) 786-3383 [9155] 
Prime powder coaters for epoxy 
coating & stripping. 'B' (021) 703-9874 r92001 
Private Eye: 135 copies from 80s, 90s. 
Nearly complete set. Frontline '83 to '91. 
Serious offers, postage.  Jmphelps.com [ 1037 J  
Prnduct Pt·omotions PE. Superior in-store 
promotions, photos & detailed reports. 
-a Lindsey (041) 586-2979 

. 
[8981 1 

Pt·oblem walls? BreatheCoat lets damp 
evaporate without blistering or peeling paint. 
'Ii' (011) 460-1999 [9143J 
Professional fraud examiners to cw·b 
& recover losses . 1l' (012) 362-2168 19089] 
Retired accowitant for tax & accounting 
problems. Mr Marks .,. (021) 797-8216 189571 
Selbmne Carpet Wholesalers: cut-length 
carpets for the trade in Johannesburg, 
Cape Town, Pretoria, Durban, Kroonstad. 
.,,. (011) 493-6600 for more details (90521 

Spiral: internet cafe, coffee, ai·chitect, gifts, 
stationery, eco-towism. Mtunzini KZN, 
North Coast . .,,. (035) 340-2980 [8977J 
Sub-editing & proof reading of vutually 
anything. Good rates, quick turnaround. 
'!l' Michael Collins (021) 434-0530 13091 1 
Tax retw'IlS & close corporations. Cape 
Town Chartered Accountant. Reasonable 
rates. ianfletcher@iafrica.com C919l l  
University graduate recently completed 
web development couxse, seeks employment. 
-i:r Amanda 082 432-7877 [9077 ] 
Visit Belle Ombre Antiques for African 
artifacts, Cape counb.y furnittu"e. 
19 Main Rd, Kalk. Bay .,. (021) 788-9802 C8961 l 

HOBBI ES, SPORT & LEISURE 
Clay target shooting for corporate, 
team building & client entertainment events 
& promotions. www.subw·banguns.co.za 
'B' (021) 797-8787, fax (021) 797-9102 
or email info@suburbanguns.co.za 
Fly-fishing: 'Trout in superb, well-stocked 
waters. Dullsb.·oorn Exclusive syndicate. 
Fax (011) 864-4222 Sylvia 12749 J 
Pt·ofessional Golf Instruction: Exclusive 
accommodation on the Natal South Coast 
for the discerning golf enthusiast. 
'!l' 082 440-7164 [9177 ] 

THE SHRINE 
Wishing noseweel, a long long life!! [9176J 
Martin ''Fearless" Welz improves with age 
like a fine wine. A pox on OM, SAB, 
SA Eagle and the rest of 'em! HJ Lincoln 
I rush out to buy the latest edition. 
You're the best! Carla Bw·dzik, UCT 

LOST SOULS 
We seek addresses for these subscribers. 

Call Jacqui Kadey � (021) 671-4809. 
EA Bernardi, Pretoria 
P France, Greenacres 
C .Wedderburn, Durban 
J Finlay, Robertson 

This 3cm space will cost 

you R300 

Adrienne 'B' (021) 671 4809 

noseweek 37 27 
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SI LKE 

You're sitting on a goldmine! 
Your existing Life Assurance portfolio could be 
the proverbial goldmine? 
Pay less for Life Assurance 
Get cash back from your old policies! 
Phone Kenny Silke on 021 683-3380 for a 
free consulfation, or go to www.silke.co.za 
FSB Approved Investment Manager 
licensed Advisor for PPS lnsurome 
Independent Advice Guoronleed 

Fed up with your lifestyle? 
How would you like to: 
Escape from dull routine; 

Say goodbye to cocporate life; 
Be your own boss; 

Play golf or take leisure every day; 
Own the most beauriful propercy; 

Overlook a subtropical garden and pool; 
Watch dolphins & whales from the terrace; 
Entertain foreign visitors as an occupation; 

Enjoy a year-round holiday climate? 

0 CAN! 

For full details take a look at: 
www.southbroom.net 

1

AXE 
HILL 

For the 3rd time in as many vintages, 
Axe Hill Port has won a five-star rating 
in the definit ive John Platter Wine Guide. 
Our 1999 port joins the '97 and '98 as the only port 
to achieve this in the 2002 Platter, one of a 

PORT 
select 16 F ive Star wines out of 4000 rated. 

Look for it in fine wine shops. 
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INuCapc 

HINK itTHINK�i,�t��! 

HINK CITE 2002 
targeting your market 
www.citexpo.10.zo fox: 021-7944618 tel: 021-7943686 

AFRl:AN RENAISSANCE MAN 

NICI TAYLOR 
Sings, Dances, Laughs 
his way into your heart 

C1rporate & One Man Shows 

ntaylor@iafrica.com 
Tel: (021) 863-3066 Cell: 082 4436364 

Advertise in 

SA's cheekiest, 

best-informed 

magazine. 

"ll' Adrienne (021) 671-4809 

INVESTORS! 

Does anyone out there wont to help me 
introduce o new product into SA? 

NON-LETHAL AMMUNITION DOES NOT KILL 
II on ly renders the victim unconscious! 

II can be used in any conventional firearm 
and is safe ii fired in an aircrah! 

Is anyone ready to make a quantum leap 
and make the wo rid a sof er place? 

For further info write to: Poslnet Suite 180 
Pr ivate Bag X04, Dalbridge 4014 




