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In and out of bed with Liz 
As a regular noseweek reader, I was disappointed in your 
article "Bed and Bondage", which reported on the "stick 
wielding" tactics of Liz Westby-Nunn. 

I have owned a guest house which advertised in her 
Portfolio Collection, as well as having been employed by 
the company to assess it's [sic] establishments. 

I was amazed you gave the guides and Liz no credit for 
having positioned SA's accommodation industry in the 
international arena. 

The Portfolio Collection has become the one grading 
system travellers can count on. I have seen shabby, badly 
run establishments pull up their socks very fast after a 
visit from Portfolio, and we're all the better for it. 

Jenni Saunders 
Getaway Travel, Cape Town 

We regret we have had to report you to the Apostrophe 
Society (where we have habitual offender status). As you 
appear to be a disciplinarian yourself, you will be pleased 
to learn we have seen people pull up their socks - as far as 
the correct use of the apostrophe is concerned - very fast 
after a visit from the Society. 

For the record: our story commenced with a large-type 
paragraph which read: "South Africa's B&B industry owes 
no small thanks to the popular Portfolio of Places 
guidebooks that have promoted traditional South African 
home hospitality to an ever larger tourist clientele." You 
missed it? - Ed. 

■ So pleased to read your article on Portfolio and Liz 
Westby-Nunn. I think you were kind to her. I advertised in 
Portfolio for three years, enduring 25-30% rate increases 
every year - which they always attributed to "rises in the 
cost of imported paper". 

I declined to go into the last edition because I have only 
two rooms, our wine business was growing, and we did not 
want to grow the B&B. In a flash, Ms Westby-Nunn 
removed us from the Portfolio website - before our year 
had run out, despite their contract clearly stating the site 

is included in the price. 
#------.. i . .§j.. =: , I now advertise in the 

/-,\. '-"~""""- . , ': ( I i!, which is better than 
l'l ,..~ -') ~ -· ' Greenwood Guide, 

I , J' y;1 _ Portfolio. The UK-
. l \ f. , published Greenwood 

/ ~ ~ > Guide costs the 
\ ~-~ .,A: 7, ;" h \;,., · - .-.;_. :·. ~1·,. ;)1 

l i ~ . ''J\I ,II 
i i ( \ :, . \ ',r,ii ! 

equivalent of 
R3 500 as opposed 

to Portfolio's 
R22 000. The 

£ \' i 

\.' r lJ . ~L 
v/ 'y ~ 
To B&B or not to B&B? 

That is the question. 

quality is superior, 

1 
as is their website. 

1 Sue McNaughton 

I Graceland Vineyards, 
Stellenbosch 

Harmful business 
practices 
I'm amused to have received 
from you on the same day two 
documents which refer to me. 
In the one, nose40, I am refen-ed 
to as an arrogant ass. In the 
other - a letter requesting I 
renew my subscription - I am 
described as "one of those spe
cial South Africans that not only 
values but is prepared to active
ly support an independent 
press". Rather insincere, what?. 

As far as Mr Emerald Van Zyl 
[The interest recalculator who 
revealed that Saambou has 
knowingly overcharged its bond 
clients for more than a decade, 
defrauding them of a billion 
rands or more. - Ed.] is con
cerned, the Consumer Affairs 
(Unfair Business Practices) Act 
of 1988 makes it a criminal 
offence for those involved in the 
Committee to discuss these mat
ters with the press before the 
investigation is completed. This 
is obviously necessary in order 
to protect the business interests 
of those who are being investi
gated by the Committee.[Come 
on! You're talhing to noseweek, 
remember! -Ed.] 

I am not sure why it is alleged 
that the Committee acted 
unlawfully. Section 8(1) (a) of 
the Act reads as follows: " ... the 
Committee may on its own ini
tiative, and shall on the direc
tions of the Minister, make such 
investigations as it may consid
er necessary ... " 

Section 8(4) states that the 
Committee "shall by notice in the 
Gazette make known any inves
tigation which it proposes to 
make in terms of subsection (lY'. 

Professor Tanya Woker 
(Vice-Chairperson, Consumer 

Affairs Committee, DTI) 
School of Law, University of 

Natal, Durban 

Regrettably, your support of 
noseweeh has not prevented you 
from continuing to mahe an ass 
of yourself when it comes to your 
position as a quasi-judicial fimc
tiona,y of the Department of 
Trade and lndustly. The phrases 
"on its own initiatiue"and "on the 
directions of the Minister" in the 
Act, in our law automati,cally 
imply "with good reason" and 
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don't mean that your Committee 
or the Minister m.ay act at whim, 
maliciously or simply to cover 
their own asses. The confiict of 
interest implied by your role and 
that of the minister in the Saam
bou I Emerald van Zyl matter is 
so shocking as to amount to an 
abuse of power. No self respect
ing lawyer would tolerate such a 
situation. That is the overriding 
legal issue - which you choose to 
ignore, in the apparent belief 
that Section 8 of the Act is an 
adequate figlea.f with whi,ch to 
hide your shame. 

That Ttevor Manuel and Alec 
Erwin should play a shady role 
in your Committee's actions is 
understandable, if in.excusable. 
It is in their political interest to 
cover up their connivance and 
incompetence : politics is a brew 
where scum is expected to rise to 
the top. But you? 

See our Saambou sto,y on 
page 9. - Ed. 

Nauseous Weak 
The article entitled '"Hands 
off!' says Standard Bank" in 
nose40 gave me cause to 
reflect. 

What good clean fun to 
tarnish others' trade marks. 
It rivals defacing statues and 
damaging artworks. 
Standard Wank with an 
accompanying picture. Ho, 
ho, ho. What a hoot! 

Forget the nice profits from 
riding on the back of, and 
corrupting, others' valuable 
trademarks. No, that is not 
the point. It is all about 
raising a laugh (at someone 
else's expense) and giving 
vent to one's right to freedom 
of expression. 

Trademark proprietors 
really are humourless fuddy 
duddies. They cannot even 
see the funny side of having 
their valuable brands, built 
painstakingly and at 
enormous cost, debased 
(Coke's trademark was 
valued at R738-billion in 
2000). 

As for those dull trademark 
attorneys who do their 
utmost to give effect to their 
clients' instructions - how 
unimaginative and bourgeois. 

Doubtless you live in a nice 
suburban house. Given the 



tenor of the article, obviously 
you would regard it as lots of 
fun if someone emblazoned 
your walls promfoently with 
"Nauseous Weak". The value 
of the houses would surely not 
be diminished. 

But, fear not; it is unlikely 
to happen, for it is still 
considered honourable to 
respect the integrity of private 
propeity, as banal as this may 
be. 

0 H Dean 
Waterkloof Ridge, Pretoria 

Rather than "reflect': perhaps you 
should think. We did not deface a 
sculpture, your home or Mr Coca
Cola's house. Justin Nurse made a 
pointed joke on a T-shirt, to be 
worn by anyone who chooses to. He 
made a modest profit, we hope, on 
a few of the shi1ts. Nothing like the 
super-profits Standard Wank, 
Coca-Cola et al happily make 
defacing the counbyside with 
billboards canying their logos. 
Nauseous Weak - now there's an 
idea for a T-shi,t. We note the 
email was fromj.eaga1@spoor.co.za. 
Could this bear any relationship to 
the trademark attorneys Spoor & 
Fisher mentioned in the st01y? -
Ed. 

Standard wankers 
So the big Corporates are 
rolling out the artillery to gun 
down Justin Nurse of Laugh-it
off Promotions (nose40). Surely 
they've got better things to do? 
As for "patent" attorneys, they 
promise to be bigger wankers 
than just "ordinary" attorneys ! 
Justin, keep up the good work. 
I love it! 

Sam Muller 
Port Elizabeth 

Just Ronnie? 
nose39 depicts Ronnie Kasrils as 
the only Jew in SA who suppmts 
the Palestinians and opposes the 
continued occupation of 
Palestine. This is frightening if 
it's true. I would prefer to think 
you misrepresented the trnth 
rather than believe that every 
single SA Jew, bar one, would 
deny an entire nation their 
bi.J.thright. 

'Joe Smith' 
Durban 

Let them eat land! 

Readers who see a justification for the 
ultimate right-wing nightmare in our 
story on the land issue on page 11 will 

have missed the point completely. 
All land occupied by humans was proba

bly once occupied by someone else. More 
often than not it can be said to have been 
"stolen" from the previous occupants. An 
argument can always be made for a score to 
be settled. In Jonny Steinberg's remarkable 
new book, Midlands, a journalist investi
gating a farm murder in Natal asks a local: 
"Why [do] people want to kill each other 
here?" 

The reply: "They want the bush back. Like 
it was before the whites arrived." 

But then, of course, we know for certain 
that the Zulus were not the first occu
pants of today's KwaZulu-Natal. As cer
tainly their predecessors did not leave 
happily - assuming they were left alive to 
leave. 

For some helpful perspective, recall that 
scarcely 70 years ago Afrikaner national
ists, too, were declaring that all Afrikaners 
were boere who wanted "their" land back. It 
was a historically sentimental view at best, 
but it won an election. The state made 
thousands of "agricultural" smallholdings 
available to poor whites, where they were 
supposedly going to keep a cow, plant a 

small orchard, grow vegetables. All most of 
them produced was children and a few 
rusty car wrecks. Poverty remained endem
ic until they got a state-funded education 
and a (probably state-funded) job in the 
city. 

South Africa is filled with conquerors and 
victims, with victories to cling on to, or 
defeats to avenge. 

In the 1990s, we finally saw the bigger 
picture: we all depend for our survival on 
the same piece ofland. 

To suggest that black South Africans 
might "return" to some so1t of rural idyl 
that in reality never existed, is not merely 
sentimental; it is politically dangerous. 

The poor, like everybody else, simply 
want their spot in the sun: a place to live, 
enough food to survive and the skills and 
means to earn a better living. It is fair to 
assume that as few black as white South 
Africans want to be farmers. They elected 
the current government to provide housing, 
suppmt for the poor, education. Taxation is 
one of the moreobvious ways of achieving 
such a redistribution ofwealth. As a 
response to the clamour of the poor, the 
slogan "Let them have land!" has as little 
moral and political integrity as Queen 
Marie Antionette's answer to the c1y of the 
hungry mob: "Let them eat cake!" 

A helping hand for Saambou 

Encouraged by the banks, the Depart
ment of Trade and Industry has for 
several years been actively attempt

ing to discredit interest recalculators and 
discouraging the public from malting use of 
their services. While there were some 
delinquent practitioners, most interest 
recalculators were simply trading on the 
discovery that banks often secr etly over
charge their clients, some of them to ruin. 

These businesses only failed because the 
banks dug their heels in, hiring lawyers to 
make sure it would be beyond the means of 
any victim to bring a High Court case 
against a bank to conclusion, no matter how 
accurate the interest recalculator's advice. 

That, ·of course is the sort of situation 
where, in theory, a democratic state would 
intervene on the side of the powerless 
against the the powerful. Instead the Con
sumer Affairs Committee of the DTI 
aggressively prosecuted interest recalcula
tors, while the department itself took a pol
icy decision not to enforce the Usury Act 
against banks. It's an ugly story. 

As a result, the state now has a direct 
financial interest in keeping the Saambou 
victims in the dark. Advised by our old 
friends Sonnenbergs, the Treasury has been 
a secret party to the "settlement" negotia
tions for that very reason. Now see Letters 
(opposite) and Pages 7 and 24. - The Editor 
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Some choice cuts 
at Johnnie 

It must have been a tough call for the bosses at the 
highly profitable company that owns the Financial Mail 

and Business Day, when they decided to sack 25 staff to 
save R10m - and then pocketed R12m in bonuses! 

A 
t the beginning of this year, 
25 journalists and support 
staff at Business Day and 
the Financial Mail were 

forced to take "voluntary retrench
ment" after directors of 50% empower
ment owner Johnnie demanded staff 
cuts at the publications to save Rl0m. 

It would have been nice if the then 
executive directors of Johnnie Com
munications had set a better belt
tightening example. Instead there 
were those mysterious loans totalling 
Rl 7 .5m that chairman Paul 

Edwards, executive director Irene 
Charnley and financial director Jacob 
Modise (see box) dished out to them
selves. 

The loans, tucked away on page 77 of 
Johncom's 2001 annual report, were 
described as investments in unlisted 
companies. Preference shares were 
listed as: 
■R3.6m in lsivuno Investments (Pty) Ltd; 
■ Rl.2m in Bunker Hills Investment 
(Pty) Ltd; 
■ R4m in 51 Harrow Road, Sandhurst 
(Pty) Ltd; 

■ R3.9m in I Charnley (Pty) Ltd; 
■ R2.4m in Modise Hospitality Dain
fern (Pty) Ltd; and 
■ R2.4m in Modise Hospitality 
Atlantic Beach (Pty) Ltd. 

This year Edwards and Charnley 
took these generous loans with them to 
unbundled M-Cell, where Edwards 
was briefly chief executive officer until 
being replaced by Phuthume Nhleko. 
Charnley is now M-Cell's commercial 
director. 

Why didn't Edwards come clean from 
the start and declare the handouts 

Their reasons to be cheet1ul: Parts 1, 2 and 3 
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PAUL EDWARDS hails from that bas
tion of the working 
class, Birmingham 
in the UK. When 
he was nine, the 
family moved to 
Rhodesia. After 
going to Milton 
High in Bulawayo, 
Paul taught sport 

for Ian Smith's Ministry of Education. 
He later enrolled for an MBA at 

UCT's business school, graduating 
with distinction in 1982. He spent 
seven years in the East, working for 
billionaires Rupert Murdoch, Chinese 
media mogul Li Ka-Shing and 
Malaysia's Ananda Krishnan. 

In 1999 he was head-hunted to 
become Johnnie's CEO. He did ster
ling work reorganising the shambles. 
Clearly he also felt he had some per
sonal financial catching up to do. 

■ Note to Big Bad Uncle Bob: With 
R1.2m recently lavished on improve
ments to this old colonialist's Zim bolt
hole, the property (address supplied on 
request) might make a nice acquisition 
for Mrs M's property portfolio. - Ed. 

IRENE CHARNLEY, former scourge 
of the capitalist fat cats, obviously 

found it less both
er to join her for
mer class ene
mies than to beat 
them. Th-e ex
unionist rose fast 
at the National 
Union of 
Mineworkers 

where she was mentored by Cyril 
Ramaphosa and created union prov
ident funds for pensionless black 
mineworkers. She now sits on the 
Johnnie Holdings board which 
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Ramaphosa chairs. 
A hint of her fat cat aspirations 

came last year in a question- and
answer session with The Sunday 
Times: 

Question: "What did your union 
negotiations teach you about capital
ist bosses?' Answer: 'You can be bet
ter than them. If you understand their 
business better than they do you'll 
always outsmart them." So she has. 
And the workers too. 

JACOB MODISE is now based at 
Johnnie Holdings, 
where he is repon
sible for flogging 
the group's non
core assets. These 
do not, naturally, 
include his taste
less Dainfern 
snuggery. 



were for Johannesburg mansions and 
holiday homes for himself, Charnley 
and Modise? For Bunker Hills Invest
ment read Edwards's retreat in Zim
babwe and for 51 Harrow Road, his 
Jo'burg pad. At least half of Modise's 
millions were for a mansion in the 
exclusive Dainfern walled residential 
complex north of Johannesburg. 
Charnley collected R3.9m for her not
so-humble abode. 

Johncom boosted revenue by 19% to 
R3-billion in the year to March 31. 
Pre-tax profit soared from R29.3m to 
R212.3m. 

The lucky trio of Edwards, Chamley 

The loans, tucked 
away on page 77 of 

Johncom's 2001 
annual report, were 

described as 
investments in 

unlisted companies 

and Modise didn't do so badly at John
com this year either. 

The 2002 Johncom annual r eport (to 
March 31) lists emoluments to 
Edwards of Rl0.8-milllion, of which 
R7.7m was a bonus; R4m to Charnley, 
of which R2.7m was a bonus; and 
R3.4m to Modise, of which R2m was a 
bonus. 

The bonuses alone total R12.4m. A 
couple of million more than the Rl0m 
they demanded be saved by staff cuts 
at Business Day and the Financial 
Mail l1l 

Saambou: What's the Reserve 
Bank hiding? 

There's a very discreet buzz in 
Johannesburg's banking circles 
that the Reserve Bank is sitting 

on a secret report said to contain evi
dence of massive wrongdoing by top 
executives of failed Saambou Bank. 

An early draft of the phantom 600-
page report, drawn up after months of 
investigation by forensic investigators 
at KPMG, was apparently complete at 
the end of July. One who has seen it 
confides that it names Saambou exec
utives and details how hundreds of 
millions of rands were moved in high
ly questionable, if not illegal, transac
tions. 

However, at a meeting around the 
end of July with the KPMG investiga
tors, Reserve Bank officials are said to 
have hummed and hawed when con
fronted with the damning evidence, 
before sweeping it all under the carpet 
by saying that further investigation 
was required before action could be 
taken. 

Which seems odd, since the report's 
main allegations against specific indi
viduals are apparently clearly docu
mented. 

So why the cover up? 
If the Reserve Bank is indeed in 

Reserve Bank governor Tito Mboweni 

big stink reflect adversely on their 
price tags - or scupper the sales com
pletely? 

So far the blanket of silence has 
worked. In the many weeks that the 
secret report has been kept under 
wraps Louw has been able to flog off 
Saambou's asset-based finance divi
sion, Planet Finance, (to Imperial 

It is the duty of governor Tito Mboweni and his once so courageously 

outspoken deputy, Gill Marcus, to place the report before the public, 

not to speak of handing it to the director of public prosecutions 

possession of evidence of apparently 
illegal actions that could have has
tened the collapse of Saambou Bank, 
surely it is the duty of governor Tito 
Mboweni and his once so courageously 
outspoken deputy, Gill Marcus, to 
place the report before the public, not 
to speak of the director of public 
prosecutions, without any delay at all? 

Another advocate for silence, accord
ing to our mole, is Saambou's curator 
John Louw (who just happens to be 
employed by KPMG). It seems that 
Louw doesn't want a big scandal 
breaking while he attempts to flog off 
Saambou's remaining assets. Might a 
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Bank, for R838m); African Bank 
Investments has snapped up the 
R2.8bn personal loan book for around 
Rl.25bn; and FirstRand will pay 
R984m for 65% of Saambou's Rl.4bn 
lower-end housing finance book. 

We intend examining the "secret" 
report in great detail and will, at the 
first possible opportunity report to our 
readers, so that they can determine 
who the Reserve Bank is serving with 
its silence - the public interest, or one 
less honourablem 

State helps Saambou defraud the 
poor: Page 18 
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ot made 
in heaven 
The Orthodox Jewish authorities in SA have 
refused to recognise the quickie conversion and 
marriage of Karin Barnard, fuelling a row that 
threatens to split the SA Jewish community 

arin Berman (formerly 
Barnard), who converted to 
Judaism before marrying 
construction tycoon Saul 
Berman, has been told by 

South Africa's Orthodox J ewish author
ities that they do not recognise her con
version or her marriage as valid under 
J ewish law. 

Not only is Karin not Jewish, says 
the community's judicial authority, the 
Beth Din, but Saul will be excluded 
from holding office in any Orthodox 
synagogue for marrying "out of the 
faith". The child the couple is expecting 

8 

will not be recognised as Jewish. 
There are undoubtedly questions over 

how Karin converted to Judaism, but 
many members of the Marais Road syn
agogue in Sea Point, where the newly
weds were warmly received, believe the 
Beth Din is being unnecessarily harsh 
and is using the incident to bring the 
whole Sea Point community, which it 
sees as "too liberal", to heel. 

Indeed, when asked to comment, a 
spokesman for the Beth Din pointed to 
the "wishy-washy and chequebook 
Judaism" practised by prominent 
members of the Sea Point synagogue. 
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For Karin Berman - flanked by 
celebrity friends Shadow Twala 
(left) and Gloria Arendse -
marriage seems to bring 
controversy. Her previous one, to 
heart-surgeon Chris Barnard, drew 
comment because of the huge age 
gap between the couple. 

Karin's conversion is one of several 
cases where the status of a couple 
accepted into the Sea Point congrega
tion, is now being challenged. 

The Beth Din is clearly on the 
warparth and determined to "clean up". 

Perhaps anticipating such an attack, 
the executive commit tee of the Green 
and Sea Point Orthodox Hebrew Con
gregation in August proposed that the 
congregation disaffiliate from the Union 
of Orthodox Synagogues of South Africa 
and establish its own, independent Beth 
Din. Until now neither side has actual
ly dared cross the Rubicon. 

Saul Berman was, until last year, a 
prominent member of the committee of 
the Green and Sea Point Hebrew Con
gregation - the largest, and probably 
the wealthiest, Jewish congregation in 
the southern hemisphere. His brother 
Paul is editor of the congregation's 
newsletter and the family sponsors 
many of the community's projects. 

Karin did not undergo the conversion 
course offered by the local Beth Din. 
This requires strict adherence to all 
kosher rules and attendance at regular 
lectures over two years. Instead, short
ly before their ma1Tiage, she and her 
fiance travelled to Paris. There her con
version to the Orthodox Jewish faith 
was certified by Edmond Amsellem, a 
rabbi whose Orthodox credentials were 
supported by testimonials from the 
Chief Rabbi of Paris and the Sephardic 
Chief Rabbi of Israel. 

From Paris the couple made for 
Rome, where they were married by a 
Rabbi Rosen, who says he accepted 
everything as kosher based on an intro
duction from Rabbi Steinhorn of Sea 
Point. (Saul Berman has since told the 
Beth Din that Steinhorn, who is his 
uncle, had nothing to do with it.) 

But all was not kosher. It transpires 
the testimonials offered by the Paris 
rabbi, who so quickly and kindly admit
ted Karin to Judaism, were rather old. 
Very old. In fact, they were withdrawn 
20 years ago, when he was officially dis
credited for having certified conversions 
for a fee. 



Another well respected couple in the 
Sea Point congregation to have earned 
the Beth Din's wrath are businessman 
Mayer Abdolaziz and his convert wife, 
Ruth. 

The Beth Din demanded that Mayer 
substantiate his wife Ruth Howarth's 
conversion and their Orthodox mar
riage. The documents he produced to cer
tify her Orthodox conversion and their 
marriage were reportedly iffy. For exam
ple, three places for the wedding were 
shown: Cape Town, Pa1is, and Israel. On 
one document, one place is crossed out 
and another substituted for it. 

It transpires that the Abdolaziz cou
ple were another of Rabbi Ansellem of 
Paris's "customers". 

The Beth Din, with the support of 
Chief Rabbi Harris, has severely rep1i
manded the controversial but hugely 
popular rabbi of the Sea Point congre
gation, Rabbi Elihu Steinborn, for 
apparently condoning, perhaps even 
facilitating such "corrupt" conversions. 

Steinborn, who has for a decade been 
at loggerheads with the Beth Din and 
chief rabbi, has also been warned he 
could be expelled as a rabbi for allow
ing men who have married such "con
verts" to participate in the rites of his 
synagogue. For example, Mayer 
Abdolaziz may no longer be allowed to 
read from the Torah during services at 
the Sea Point shul. 

Other consequences of "corrupt con
versions" might be the withholding of 
circumcision from a couple's male chil
dren and Bar or Bat Mitzvahs as well as 
Orthodox weddings. 

noseweeh is reliably informed that, in 
addition to Berman and Abdolaziz, the 
surnames Solomon, Hirsch and Flo
rence are among those on the Beth Din's 
hit list. 

Many see the Green and Sea Point 
congregation as the last outpost of '1ib
eral Orthodoxy" as traditionally prac
tised at the Cape. All other congrega
tions have fallen before the flood of"fun
damentalist pietude" washing south 
from Johannesburg. 

There is some truth in this, but the 
members of the Beth Din don't, in fact, 
lend themselves to such easy categori
sation. Perhaps it's simply a question of 
clergy doing their job, versus a laity 
which, has a diminishing need of them. 

An estimated 1200 members of the 
Sea Point congregation attended the 
August meeting called to vote on the 
resolution to disaffiliate. At the last 

minute, after a letter from Chief Rabbi 
Hanis was read out to the congregants 
in which he declared they would be 
barred from all things Jewish through
out the Orthodox world if they dared to 
disaffiliate, the resolution was with
drawn by one of it's 01iginal proponents, 
Judge Dennis Davis. It could well be re
introduced in six months time, if an 
accommodation isn't reached between 
the warring factions. 

South African Jewry has until now 
stood out as particularly cohesive. Lat
vian and Lithuanian Jews made up the 
overwhelming majo1ity of immigrants, 

'Your rtabol continues to 
invite non-Orthodox 

speaker5 such as Dr. T 
ReJsenberger [Israeli-born 

theologtan at the University 
of Cape Town], who 

officiates at Reform same-

- Chief Rabbi Harris 

representing the stricter, more obser
vant Jews who had had no taste of the 
assimilation or the liberal religious 
movements of Western Europe. Unusu
ally, it is about 80% Orthodox. (The US 
has only 13% Orthodox; the majo1ity of 
US Jews belong to Reform congrega
tions.) 

Around 60% of South African Jewish 
children attend Jewish schools, some
thing unheard of outside Israel. While 
assimilation to South Africa's secular 
world is today well advanced, the Jew
ish community is also under stress: dec
imated by emigration (20 000 since 
1994, which has reduced the number 
here to well under 100 000) and turning 
inward because of violent clime and the 
unpopularity of its strong Zionism. 

This may explain why membership of 
the Orthodox community is cherished 
by people who, in their lifestyle and ide
ology, have not been Orthodox m 
decades. 

The reasons for conversion to 
Judaism are many, but the overwhelm
ing majo1ity convert in the course of get
ting married. If you wish to marry an 
Orthodox Jew and have the marriage 
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recognised by the community, you must 
convert. 

The present controversy would not 
exist if not for the stringency of Ortho
dox conversion. An Orthodox rabbi, 
when approached, must try to talk the 
potential convert out ofit. This person 
may be directed toward the status of 
Bnai Noah, "Children of Noah", or righ
teous gentiles. The rationale is that 
nobody needs to be Jewish. 

Non-Jews can be acceptable to God 
through their adherence to seven simple 
rules, including refraining from murder 
and from cruelty to animals. The 613 
commandments that apply to Jews are 
another matter. "Better a good gentile 
than a bad Jew," the saying goes. But 
even very worldly people want to stay 
Orthodox, and they want spouses who 
are also Orthodox. In most cases, it is a 
fiancee who needs to convert. But many 
men, formally Orthodox but long secu• 
larised, don't like the tedious process 
this demands, especially since they 
have to participate. 

A conversion programme includes lec
tures in the Hebrew language and sc1ip
tures. In South Africa, the norm is 70 
hours oflectures over a two-year period. 

The prospective spouse of the prospec
tive convert, unless already a fully 
observant Orthodox Jew, must attend 
lectures too. Attendance at Friday and 
Saturday services is strictly enforced for 
both, as well as kosher - Orthodox 
kosher. No prawns or cheeseburgers, 
and their kitchenware must be careful
ly deployed to keep milk and meat sep
arate. The couple can't sleep together, of 
course. Activities on F1iday night and 
Saturday - driving a car, for example -
are limited. 

Males not circumcised must submit to 

Beth Din chairman Moshe Kurtstag 
(left) and Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris 
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Cooking up a storm 
The popular 
Rabbi Elihu 
Steinhorn, who 
has fallen foul of 
the Beth Din 
because of his 
approach to 
Judaism - as 
he appears 
in 'Rosh 
Hashanah 
5763', a 
publication 
edited by Saul 
Berman's 
brother Paul and 
produced by the 
Green and Sea Point 
Hebrew Congregation 

• , ...... , , ,A 

a ritual operation - a prick to draw blood 
by a traditional mohel before a medical 
circumcision can be performed. 

A member of the Beth Din ( who did not 
want to be quoted by name), described a 
number of early dropouts from conver
sion courses as "wealthy people whose 
attitude was 'I can write a cheque and 
get what I want - even from God"'. As 
they left, some of the dropouts indis
creetly mentioned that they had discov
ered easier ways of converting, which is 
how the Beth Din got wind of what was 
up. 

The Orthodox hierarchy claims there 
is a worldwide network for corrupt 
Orthodox conversions (which may seem 
to the non-religious to be among the 
more exotic contraband on ofler inter
nationally). 

Though the normal process is certified, 
probably all that happens is the sale of 
a document, in the manner of a mail
order diploma. Edmond Amsellem in 
Paris, and rabbis Jeffrey Wartenberg 
and Eli Wanunu in Washington and New 
York respectively, are among the 
accused. 

The chief sentiment in the Green and 
Sea Point congregation about the con
versions seems to be that they are being 
used to coerce the community into 
stiicter observance. The children of the 
controversial converts are the hostages, 
prone to barring from important rites, 
and perhaps even from their schools. 

One leading congregant (who also 
wished not to be named) deplored the 
Union of Orthodox Synagogues"'myopic, 
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• 1nd meal boo"' •~,""" -

unlearned" position. He said it ignored 
the way Rabbinic law had evolved to be 
flexible in compassionate response to 
social change. He also accused the 
authorities of selective enforcement: 
"They have let slide identical violations 
in favoured synagogues," he said. 

As for who is to be rated a ''bad Jew": 

•Modern Orthodoxy, 
with Its openness to 

the world and Its 
humane adaptability In 
applying the laws, is 
under threat in South 

Africa from a .. Taliban" 
of rlght~wlng 

fu ..1 rr-"'!,..•alist~' 
- Rabbi Steinhorn 

-
in 2000 the liberal Reform Rabbi David 
Hoffman (like Steinhorn, an American) 
was chosen as a speaker for an inter-sec
ta1i an Holocaust Memorial observance. 
Orthodox clergy fought to have the hon
our rescinded and, when they failed, sev
eral boycotted the event. 

This sent much of the laity into rebel
lion. "It's not as if Hitler persecuted Jews 
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on a sectarian basis," was 
one remark about the 
episode. 
It is not clear just how 
much force, practical and 
moral, any particular 
decree from any particular 
centre can have. As one 
c1itic observed: "This isn't 
the Catholic church." This 
is also the position of Rabbi 
Steinborn. He pr otests 
that "conversion is the 
least of the issues." The 
controversy is about 
"broad philosophical 
issues" and "the very 
nature of what is an 
Orthodox J ew today." 
"Modern Orthodoxy, with 
its openness to the world 
and its humane adaptabil
ity in applying the laws, is 

under threat in South Af1ica from a 'Tal
iban' of right-wing fundamentalists," 
says Steinhorn. 

He cites alarming signs from Johan
nesburg, like the separation of men and 
women at recent wedding celebrations 
in congregations that never did this 
before. 

The Orthodox governing bodies have 
already had many clashes with the pop
ular Rabbi Steinhorn, culminating in 
the withdrawal of his credentials in 
1999 - but this was patched up. 

Now the Union of O1thodox Syna
gogues has identified "continuing viola
ttons" of its rnles and is professedly not 
going to take any more of his "wayward
ness". 

Chief Rabbi Cyiil Harris has read the 
congregation the proverbial Riot Act, 
telling them their Rabbi has facilitated 
"corrupt'' conversions, and that certain 
circumcisions are unlawful. (They were 
performed by doctors, not a mohel, "on 
children whose Jewish status is doubt
ful"). 

''Your Rabbi continues to invite non
Orthodox speakers such as Dr. T Reisen
berger [Israeli-born theologian at the 
University of Cape Town], who officiates 
at Reform same-sex marriages," thun
dered Rabbi Hanis. 

He also accused Steinhorn of ordain
ing a rabbi of Reform persuasion and 
"giving honours to persons who have 
betrayed the Torah by marrying out of 
the faith". 

And so the battle lines are drawn. We 
wait to learn and become wiser m 



What happened to 
the promised land? 

The government's land redistribution programme is 
simply creating rural slums while destroying some of 

the country's most viable commercial farms 

T
hroughout Southern Africa -
Zimbabwe, Namibia, Botswana 
and now also in South Africa -
the cry is "Give us our land 
back!". It's a serious issue, 

worth serious attention. 
But, in all those places it is also quick

ly identifiable as a convenient panacea to 
be offered to a hungry, homeless and job
less populace by modern democratic gov
ernments who have failed to deliver on 
their election promises to the poor. 

It could, as in Zimbabwe, be the ruin 
ofus all, black and white (see editorial). 

Just how politically incorrect it is to 
raise questions about the programme 
emerged when theAg1icultural Employ
ers' Association (obviously white) want
ed to present a paper raising their con
cerns at the National Land Tenure Con
ference held in Durban in November last 
year. Several weeks before the event, 
they were told by officials of 

others would rather you didn't get to 
know, here is just some of what theAg1i
cultural Employers' Association had to 
say in a paper drawn up by its director 
oflegal services, Dr Philip du Toit. 

The report desc1ibes the government's 
land redistribution policy as 'an 
abysmal and dangerous failure ... it is 
destroying farms, destroying productive 
capacity and destroying confidence in 
the future. If events are allowed to pro
ceed as they are at present, SouthAfiica 
will have to import food within a few 
years." 

Since the inception of the Restitution 
of Land Rights Act 22 of 1994, the land 
reform program has precipitated inse
curities within the broader agricultur
al community, writes Du Toit. 

The complexity of stmctures for estab
lishing policy and implementing it have 
made matters worse. Land redistribu-

little to meet those needs while squan
dering the resources needed to do so. 

The problem is not, as many think, 
the resistance to land refo1m from white 
farmers, says Du Toit. Last year a sur
vey by Marki.nor showed that 63% of 
white farmers were ready to cooperate 
with land reform. 

Nor is there a shortage ofland for dis
ttibution. The state itself owns millions 
of hectares which could easily be used, 
even excluding so-called Trust Land 
[which the government would really 
rather no-one discussed right now, but 
watch this space -Ed]. 

At any given time at least 25% ofSA's 
farm land is up for sale, much ofit at 
fire-sale prices. Most commonly, either 
the fa1mers have run into debt or their 
children don't wish to farm and have left 
for ·the cities. (The Land Bank alone 
owns hundreds of farms it has bought in 

the Department of Agricul-
ture that the conference pro
gramme was already "full". 

Just how you can hold a 
national conference on land 

Just how you can hold a national conference on land tenure 
without involving organised agriculture would puzzle most people 

tenure without involving organised 
ag1·iculture in the prog1·amme would 
puzzle most people - unless, of course, 
the real agenda is something entirely 
different: not land reform, but political 
opportunism. 

At the conference itself, the farming 
delegation was not given the opportuni
ty to raise the subject from the floor 
either. 

So, several months ago, they sent a 
copy to Ag1·culture Minister Thoko 
Didiza asking for her comment. So far 
the minister has not responded. 

True to our mission to report what 

tion and refo1m policy is administered by 
the Department of Land Affairs (DLA), 
the Coinmission on Restitution of Land 
Rights (CRLR), and the Land Claims 
Court (LCC). Complicating the picture 
further is the role of vaiious provincial 
divisions of the Ag1icultural and Rural 
Development Corporation, a parastatal 
body that inhe1ited responsibility for vai·
ious commercial farming projects from 
vaiious ''homeland" governments. 

The Association declares itself sym
pathetic to the needs and aspirations of 
the landless and the poor, but says that 
current government policy is doing very 
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over the years from farmers who could 
not repay their loans.) 

The problem, in practical terms, is 
that current policy entails giving pro
ductive farms to people with no expe1i
ence, or even interest, in farming. The 
government's own statistics indicate 
that the overwhelming majority of 
South Afiica's disadvantaged black pop
ulation do not aspire to becoming sub
sistence farmers. When given the 
option, 70% of applicants for restitution 
of land rights have opted to take cash 
compensation, rather than land. 

Du Toit acknowledges that land own-
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ership is an emotional and contentious 
issue. "But we need a rational not an 
emotional approach to the problem", he 
says. "Where land has been doled out 
simply for the sake of redistribution, dis
aster has frequently followed." 

It is the examples which he then 
quotes which, presumably, made the 
organisers of the conference so uncom
fortable. Here are just some of them: 

At the Zebediela Citrus Estate in 
Limpopo Province, more than 565 000 
citrus trees grew on the estate when it 
was sold to the government in 1974 and 
became an asset of the Gazankulu 
homeland. It was reputed to be the 
world's largest citrus estate - and one of 
the most profitable, producing a harvest 
worth R30m a year. The irrigation 
scheme at the project is one of the most 
sophisticated in the world. 

With the dissolution of the homeland 
structures after 1994, Zebediela was 
taken over by Limpopo Province's Agri
cultural and Rural Development Corpo
ration. Managers with up to 40 years' 
farming expe1ience were retrenched (at 
great expense) and replaced by people 
with none. It has been reported in the 
press that not one of the new directors 
appointed to the Zebediela and nearby 
Lisbon estates could read a financial 
statement. 

Today the estate is 1ife with misman
agement, theft and corruption. The 01ig
inal 2 260 planted hectares has dimin
ished to 850 hectares. Because no fer
tilisers and pesticides were used, more 
than half the trees have died. Only 10% 
of yields have been marketable. 

A loss ofR35m last year followed a loss 

Sabi-Sabi, but for rea
sons of historical con
fusion belonged to the 
Gazankulu Fruit 
Company, and is now 
also controlled by the 
ARDC. 

By last year the 
estate was on the 
point of liquidation. 
The phones were cut 
because the estate 
owed Telkom R23 000. 
While there was no 
money for pesticides 
and fertilisers to save 
thousands of mango Im•~~~"·~ 

ranching impossible 
for years. The sheep 
and cattle pens have 
fallen into disrepair. 
There were 500 pigs 
left alive but they were 
in such a state of star
vation, they had 
begun to eat each 
other. (The other pigs 
had clearly been eaten 
by someone else). A 
local farmer was 
called by the SPCA. 
The chief was happy to 
sell him all the surviv
ing pigs for a modest 
sum of cash. trees, a consultant 

appointed by the 
province to do a "via
bility study" was paid 
R300 000. Represen
tatives of the Depart
ment of Agriculture 

Another 285 projects 
managed by: the 
ARDC have not shown 

Agriculture and Land Affairs 
M inister Thoko Didiza a profit for the past 

five years. Last year 

did not bother to attend a Lisbon Estate 
creditors' meeting. 

The famous Gillemburg Citrus and 
Cattle Farm had an annual citrus har
vest worth R14m. The ARDC has bled 
this farm dry, using its cash recources to 
fund creches and pre-schools. It sold 
livestock from the farm to pay its own 
head office personnel and electiicity bills 
(having already used government funds 
intended for drought relief for the same 
purpose). Now the Minister of Land 
Affairs has given the 25 000 hectare 
estate to 724 black families. (A nearby 
white farmer bought the remnant of the 
famous stud herd for a song.) 

The government paid nearly R5m for 

the Development 
Bank of SA was threatening to cancel 
R62m in agiicultural loans to nine of 
these projects, potentially devastating 
the lives of 5 300 emerging farmers in 
Mpumalanga. 

"These examples alone should awak
en this country to the potential for 
destruction of SA's commercial farming 
activity through government policy," 
says Du '1bit, ''but there are many more." 

Even the restitution process is fre
quently carried out in an illogical fash
ion says du Toit. 

Where land has been doled out simply for the sake of 
redistribution, disaster has followed 

A Putfontein community received 
compensation at the time of disposses
sion of their land, in the form of land 
elswhere and monetary compensation. 
The community is well settled on the 
land it received as compensation (from 
the apartheid government). By means 
of an agreement between the 
claimants and the state, the state paid 

of R30m the year before. Hundreds of 
thousands of cartons of oranges and 
lemons have not been harvested. Work
ers have not been paid. A lemon yield 
worth R8m was last year left to rot. 
Many of the fleet of 50 tractors are in 
disuse and hundreds of employees have 
been retrenched. 

The Lisbon Citrus and Mango Estate 
was once the largest producer of man
goes in Africa and boasted an annual 
turnover of R24m. It exported 1.2 mil
lion cartons of mangoes and 800 000 car
tons of oranges annually. 

This estate is in Mpumalanga near 
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a 2 750 ha Mpumalanga pig farm -
where 2 400 pigs were sustained by 
state-of-the-art feeding equipment. The 
farm was a going concern, with ample 
water, fertile gi·ound and modern sheep 
and cattle feeding pens. The state hand
ed it over to the stewardship of a local 
traditional leader. Nelson Mandela 
presided at the handover, where he pre
dicted the farm would be the "breadbas
ket of the community". 

Today it is in total disarray. Squatters 
have moved in and community cattle 
roam to graze, infecting the soil with dis
eases that will make commercial cattle 
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millions to buy back their original land 
in order to restore it to the communi
ty. Now the community has their orig
inal land back - as well as the land 
received as compensation. This while 
many thousands have received no com
pensation at all, and squat ters who 
invade state land are evicted. 

At Mabaalstat the tiibe owned 7 000 
ha. Upon removal by the apartheid gov
ernment it received 17 000 ha of p1ime 
agricultural land elsewhere, says Du 
'1bit. Now the tiibe is claiming back the 
original 7 000 ha, although the chief has 
testified in court that he will not relin
quish a centimetre of the 17 000 ha. 



All the calamities described, along with 
the severe implications for ag1iculture 
and justice in SouthAftica, says Du Toit, 
are due to a fundamental misconception 
at the heart of the land reform policy. 

Demands for land are often in reality 
demands for a place to live and make a 
home. It is this need that the govern
ment should be trying to address. At pre
sent in the majority of cases those to 
whom farmland is given aren't farmers, 
and have no intention of farming. For 
example, in Kuruman the state bought 
six 1500 ha dairy farms for occupation 
by black families - as many as 600 fam
ilies to a farm. Each family received a 
R6000 startup allowance from the gov
ernment. But none has made any 

attempt to farm. Instead all farming 
equipment has been sold and the farms 
have been rented to neighbouring white 
farmers. 

Black farmers who do try to farm are 
not given follow-up help. Six black farm
ers bought a farm at Steynsburg at the 
specific suggestion of the Eastern Cape 
depaitment ofland affairs - only to find 
there was no water on the farm. Within 
two months the families had returned to 
town. All their subsidy grants have been 
lost. What the state lost we don't know. 

There are success sto1ies, but they are 
few. Often enough failures are made to 
look like success stories. A Lusik:isiki 
project was recently tmmpeted as hav
ing produced its first harvest, which it 
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indeed did. But the government had 
pumped Rl.5bn into the community's 
projects, while the harvest brought in 
only R127 000 - less than one-tenth of 
a percent return on its investment! 

A redistribution of farmland can never 
achieve a significant redistribution of 
wealth in South Africa, given ag1icul
ture's modest contiibution to GDP (only 
4% and shrinking), says Du Toit What it 
can achieve, however, is the destruction 
of commercial farming. 

True, without land you cannot farm, 
but the main asset value of farming is 
not locked up in the land, but in the skill 
and enterp1ise of the farmer who man
ages the land. !1l 

To be continued 

Find the leak 
at Orkney 

Municipal manager B R Elisha 
sent the following memo to all 
personnel of the Southern Dis

trict Municipality, Gauteng, on 11 
November 2001. (Our copy came from 
somewhere else.): 

"Information which could otherwise 
only be obtainable from the municipal
ity and which cannot be deemed for 
public consumption has reached the 
media and other unauthorised persons. 
This information has been used to 
damage the image of the municipality 
as well as put it into disrepute. Adver
tently [sic] or inadvertently, informa
tion is being provided to such persons/ 
institutions and can only lead to mis
trust amongst ourselves. 

"An employee shall be guilty of mis
conduct if he discloses information 
acquired in the course ofhis duties with
out the piior consent of the council. I 
must infmm you that there is an ongoing 
high level investigation taking place 
[into who the leak is]. Please ensure that 
you do not leave impo1tant documents 
on your desks at knock-off time. Also be 
sure to lock your office as people might 
get unauthorised entry thereto." 

Irresistible, isn't it? The Southern Dis
t1ict Municipality was recently created 
to provide bulk services to a number of 
smaller municipalities in the region, for 
example Orkney (as in "Orkney snork 
nie"). What information could such an 
innocuous public institution possibly 
have which "cannot be deemed for pub
lic consumption", we immediately won
dered? Maybe the Auditor General 
might like to take a copy for his file, as 
a reminder to find out IZl 
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AUSTRALIA'S 

Judging by immigration figures, white South 
Africans love Australia, but, tragically, 
this appears to be unrequited 

T 
he Bulletin, Australia's lead
ing weekly news magazine, 
last month carried a two page 
feature which began some
thing like this: Newlands, 

Cape Town, on a windy Tuesday night 
- about 40 anxious people have arrived 
at the Holiday Inn for a free seminar 
on "relocation" destinations Australia, 
Canada and New Zealand. The tem
perature rises as Andrew· Kerr, a New 
Zealander who is manager of Network 
Migration Services, addresses them, 
fuelling the panic with his figures. Last 
year, his Johannesburg based firm re
located about 500 families, 320 to Aus
tralia, 43 to New Zealand and the rest 
to Canada. Kerr says a senior police
man has told him the police in South 
Africa are processing emigration clear
ances for around 200 people daily. Will 
they make it or won't they? They tot up 
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their scores - English flu
ency, for example, will get them 20 of 
the 115 points they need for Australia, 
and having family there earns a pre
cious 15. Kerr tells them he's not going 
to stay around in SA himself, and the 
temperature rises again. Of course, he 
loves it here but, with no disrespect 
meant, there's no way he's going to 
bring his four-year-old daughter up in 
Johannesburg because he wants her to 
be able to 1ide a bike in the street. Emi
grating via Kerr's outfit costs between 
A$8 000 (about R45 000) and A$20 000 
(about Rl15 000) per family. Kerr's cut 
is aboutA$3 000 and for this he organ
ises everything, from the skills assess
ment Australia requires to airport 
pickups. He'll hold your hand, he says, 
because emigration is so traumatic. 

That Australia's leading news maga
zine should give the matter so much 
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attention should come as no surprise. 
In 2000, according to the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics, about 81 000 
South African-born people were living 
in Australia. There are more now: in 
February this year alone, 600 "new 
boat people" arrived (not the tragic 
Vietnamese in their leaky junks, but 
the South Africans who, first thing on 
their arrival, buy a new boat, as the 
old joke goes). (A recent variation is 
the "deckchair people" - check out 
Bondi beach, and inevitably those 
with their bums raised off the sand, 
sitting in a circle, are South Africans.) 

Australia is seen by South Africans 
as South Africa minus the 

0 
problems: all the sunshine, 

beer and rugby minus the a crime and racial tensions, a laid
, back, easy, happy-go-lucky place, 

perhaps a bit rough around the edges, 
perhaps a bit over-regulated, but 
you can't have it all. In some ways 
it is that, a safe and happy place 
where a child can, indeed, ride a 

bicycle in the street and where people 
can turn their attention, guilt-free and 
without fear of dispossession, to mat
ters like a nice house (hopefully with a 
harbour view), a good private school 
for the little oi:i.es, the creation of a safe 
nest. 

B 
ut at the receiving end, 
what do Australians think 
of the South Africans? Boat 
people, deckchair people, 
these provide a clue. 

Surely SouthAf1icans, as they expect 
they will, seamlessly and discreetly 
melt into the woodwork? After all, they 
speak English, most are white, they 
are sport-crazy like the Aussies and 
they like barbies (braais) - on paper, 
the perfect fit. But while they leave SA 

I 



with the best of 
intentions, 
declaring they will 
make Australian friends and inte
grate, that they will not clump togeth
er or live in a South African ghetto, this 
isn't what's happening. 

S 
orry, you chaps - you stick 
out like the proverbial sore 
thumb. Soulmates, the lat
est play of Australia's most 
famous contemporary play

wright, David Williamson, is sprinkled 
with jokes at the expense of white 
South Africans, who are described by 
one character as looking "either like 
sex gods or a cloning experiment gone 
horribly wrong." A recent documentary 
on national television, made by one 
Mark Radomsky, a new migrant from 
J ohannesburg, recorded in painful 
detail the process of his own family's 
departure from SA, down to the tearful 
farewelling by his little boy of the fam
ily maid and dog. South Africans, with 
their "ag shame" (shame for what, and 
shame for who?) and their "see you jis 
now" (huh? does that mean now or 
later or whenever?) are suddenly 
everywhere. 

Australian journalist Neil McMahon 
says it's an image problem: "Ask Aus
tralians about South Africans, and the 
words egocentric, materialistic and 
status-driven come up. Arrogant comes 
up every time. We are dealing, of 
course, in those sweeping generalisa
tions that attach themselves to any 
sizeable migrant group. Australia is a 
nation brimming with arrivals from 
almost every land on earth. The melt
ing pot inevitably calls forth its own 

shorthand: the industri
ous Chinese, the flamboyant 

Mediterraneans, the lazy Kiwis, the 
whinging Porns. All of which contain a 
kernel of truth, but which can only 
ever be part of the picture. As one Syd
ney friend put it, 'I hear about arrogant 
South Africans, but I only know nice 
ones."' 

Michael Diamond, a South African
born psychiatrist who emigrated in 

'Ask Australians 
[ about South 

Africans], and the 
words egocentric, 
materialistic and 

status-driven come 
up. Arrogant comes 

up every time' 
- Australian journalist Neil McMahon 

1978, has had many South Africans 
needing therapy for adjustment prob-
lems. · 

Australians began to take note of the 
strange new group in their midst, he 
says, when the trickle became a flood in 
the mid eighties: "They were quite taken 
aback. They saw a lot of people who were 
aggressive, very entitled. Arrogant is the 
word. I saw a lot of South Africans who 
couldn't understand why they were run 
ning afoul of people." 

Diamond puts it down to the gulf 
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between a country built 
on rigid conservatism and divisions of 
status, "militaristic and hierarchical" 
- and Australia, whose national ideal 
he maintains is still intrinsically egal
itarian. (This despite a Liberal gov
ernment which in recent years has 
presided over a drastic reduction in 
social services, the quality of free 
health care, massive cutbacks in pub
lic education funding, and reactionary 
environmental and refugee policies.) 

Most Australians will tell you they 
know a South African they really like 
or respect - they're hard workers, you 
know, contribute a great deal ... some 
are even very philanthropical. But 
scratch the surface and the resentment 
is burning away. 

U 
nlike people fleeing, for 
example, genocide in 
Indochina in 1975, South 
Africans are (largely accu
rately in the 1980s) seen as 

a privileged minority fleeing the pos
sibility that democracy might threaten 
their absurdly comfortable existence, a 
position for which Australians do not 
have much sympathy. (Now it's crime 
they say they're fleeing, and Aus
tralians are more inclined to be sym
pathetic.) Quite unlike Aus
tralia's other great waves of 
immigrants - the Vietnamese 
and Cambodians in the 1970s, 
the southern Europeans after 
World War Two - the South 
Africans are educated, mostly 
English-speaking and often 
wealthy. So, unlike most new
comers, who take the jobs at the 
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bottom of the pile, and are resented for 
even that, the South Africans are fre
quently high profile. And no, after a 
brief initial spurt, they often do not try 
to blend in. 

We're talking here of English-speak
ing, white South Africans. Typical of 
SA's fractured society, the Afrikaners 
who've emigrated to Perth and the 
coloured elite who've made the western 
suburbs of Sydney their home have 
somewhat different profiles - but 
that's a subject for another day. 

T
he Sydney Morning Herald 
last year ran a major news 
feature on the new power net
works shaping Australia, "the 
Asian tycoons and South 

African deal-makers." While the 
Asians were seen as low key operators, 
one of the "most successful new net
works in Australia, the South African 
lawyers and entrepreneurs" were 
described as ''bold, confident and some
times brash ... [they] could not be more 
audible or visible." 

"The South African retailers and 
lawyers who arrived in Australia in the 
late 1970s to 1990s came with money, 
academic qualifications and the confi
dence ofa p1;vileged upbringing .. . Not 
content with dominating retailing and 
the law, the South Africans are moving 
onto the boards of arts companies, 
including the Art Gallery of New South 
Wales, where (David) Gonski is presi
dent of the trustees and the Australian 
Film Finance Corp, chaired by [Geoff! 
Levy." Gonski is chair of Coca-Cola 
Amatil and director of retail conglom
erate, Westfield Holdings and, with 
Levy, owns a consultancy which advis
es people like media magnate Kerry 
Packer, Australia's richest man and 
Frank Lowy, Australia's second richest 
man. Among other stellar South 
Africans mentioned are the chief exec
utive of the upmarket department 
store David Jones, Peter Wilkinson, 
and Ian Miller whose company recent-
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.r---.J ly bought the fash
ion chain Katies. 
Both chains are 
household names 
in Australia. 
In Sydney, says 
McMahon, South 
Africans head for 
the north shore 
suburbs with their 
big houses, big 

gardens; almost exclusively white, 
moneyed and professional. "To drive 
through the area - especially a suburb 
like St Ives - is to imagine a little slice 
of northern Johannesburg plopped on 
the other side of the world. The local 
delis sell biltong, boerewors and Mrs 
Balls, and you can worship with the SA 
rabbi at the SA synagogue, or walk 
through the shopping centre and hear 
'ja' instead of'yeah' and 'howzit' instead 
of'G'day'." 

In Sydney's more hip east, they have 
made a dent too. For example, at a very 
popular coffee shop, a gang of people 
who have been meeting for years for 
brekkie (in Australia, everything is 
abbreviated, uni, pollie,journo, smoko, 
typo) has virtually disbanded, driven 
off by a South African invasion. Most 
mornings, it's the wives rolling up in 

ey speak more 
loudly than Is 

appropriate in any 
given situation. They 
are oblivious. They 

are rude to 
waitresses and treat 
them as if they are 

servants' 

their 4X4s, BMW s and other fancy cars 
after they've dropped the kids off, the 
stereotype anorexically thin, complete 
with streaked hair and torn designer 
clothes. They talk in clipped voices 
which cut the air the way soft Aus
tralian tones never do, about their ren
ovations, about how bad things ar e in 
SA (but also about how many Qantas 
frequent flyer points you need to get 
back there) and where to get the best 
bagels, the best shoes and the best 
haircut - be it from a generous desire 
to share the treasures they have 
unearthed or a need to show off. 

O
n Saturdays, it's hubby day: 
a lump of about 15 men roll 
up on their fancy bicycles, 
hot and sweaty and helluva 
male, join some tables 

together and take over. They try to be 
polite to the waiters, but generally don't 
make eye contact, or overcompensate by 
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being almost too heartily familiar. Says 
a local of his "former favoUI;te cafe" and 
its new habitues: "They speak more 
loudly than is appropriate in any given 
situation. They are oblivious. They are 
rude to waitresses and treat them as if 
they are servants. They talk about busi
ness deals, how to get cheaper products 
and services. They stick to themselves, 
except for the wives at lunch, who don't 
mind who overhears details of their inti
mate lives." "And,"says his friend, "on 
the beach they are bigger, hairier ... " 

Those South Africans aware of the 
problem tend to over-react. "I become 
obsequious in my dealings with shop
keepers, employing a small voice with 
far too many pleases and thank-yous in 
a desperate effort to disprove the stereo
type," says one immigrant housewife. 

I 
t's not all bad news. Says a less 
irritable Aussie: "Basically they 
assimilate and get on with it. I 
know they embrace only certain 
bits of Australia - and they do this 

embracing in numbers, like at the 
beach. Their umbrellas, portable 
chairs etc. mark out patches of con
tentedness. The sort of South Africans 
who have emigrated here do jobs that 
make money or are respected. There 
seem to be two types: the really self
interested and the public-spiri ted 
patrons of the arts. I think it may be a 
question of education. I would like to 
see a wider cross-section of South 
Africans here. The post-colonial world 
is for everyone to consider." 
· Often there is a grudging admiration 

for South African determination. Aus
tralia has notoriously been a country 
where the "tall poppy syndrome" pre
vails. In the interest of a "level playing 
field", of being "just a regular bloke", 
high achievers, particularly in the arts 
and academia, are cut down - causing 
its own wave of migration to America, 
Canada and Europe where they are bet
ter paid and appreciated. 

Australians pride themselves on their 
neutrality, on their'she'll be 1;ght, mate', 
'she's apples' attitude, on their mildness. 
Chill is the word. Intensity is derided, 
strong views are shunned, with the 
result that people can seem bleached 
out. Perhaps Australians could benefit 
from an infusion of South African drive 
and energy. "Or p'raps," as one Aus
tralian fhend put it to a whinging South 
African, ''You South Africans need to get 
out a bit more." m 





State helps Saambou to 
defraud the poor 

Thousands of small-scale clients have 
been, and continue to be, brazenly taken 
for a ride by banks aided by accountants, 

lawyers and the government 

A
ll is becoming clearer by the 
day. The Treasury, Minister of 
Finance, Trevor Manuel, the 
Department of Trade and 

Industry and its minister, Alec Erwin, 
the Reserve Bank and major players in 
the banking industry have brazenly 
conspired to defraud thousands oflow
income Saambou bond and micro-loan 
clients of a billion rands or more. 

Leading firms of accountants and 
lawyers have helped to stitch up the 
deal. 

From now on, it seems, gangsterism 
is to be a feature of our government 
and our financial community. 

In nose40 we described how Saam
bou had for years, to September 1999, 
systematically overcharged its mort
gage bond clients, in spite of formal 
warnings it had received 10 years ear
lier from the governor of the Reserve 
Bank and the Registrar of Banks that 
it was acting illegally. 

The question was whether 
FirstRand, having recently taken over 
Saambou's mortgage book, would cor
rect the balances on the monthly state
ments of account to be sent to bond 
clients. 

The answer, it has since emerged, is 
no. FirstRand recently sent out its first 
set of statements to ex-Saambou mort
gage clients. Sad to say, the statements 
reflect the old inflated balances. 

FirstRand did nevertheless take the 
opportunity to trumpet in radio ads 
that it wouldn't be changing any of the 
terms and conditions of the bonds. But 
then of course, Saambou didn't change 
them either - it simply failed to honour 
them. 

A "scheme of arrangement" for cred
itors, drawn up by the Reserve Bank 
appointed curator will effectively rob 
the victims of any rights of recovery 
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they might have had. The scheme was 
approved at a meeting of Saambou 
creditors in Johannesburg on August 5, 
and the curator has subsequently had 
it confirmed by the Johannesburg high 
court. In effect, the authority of the 
court has been used to cast a veil of 
judicial respectability over the whole 
sordid business. 

Herman le Roux, an ex-deputy direc
tor in the department of Trade and 
Industry who was responsible for 
administering the Usury Act, describes 
it as "the biggest cover-up in the histo
ry of SA banking''. 

Le Roux has been advising a number 
of the Saambou victims, including 
members of the National Union of 
Mineworkers of SA. He has since been 
informed that he too is under investi-

It seems gangsterism is 
to be a feature of our 
government and our 
financial community 

-
gation by the Consumer Affairs Com
mittee of the Department of'l'rade and 
Industry, in terms of the Harmful Busi
ness Practices Act. 

Readers will recall that Emerald van 
Zyl, a Bellville-based financial consul
tant and expert in banking interest, 
also found himself under investigation 
after trying to bring the issue to the 
attention of Saambou bond-holders in 
various radio and newspaper inter
views after the collapse of the bank. In 
a letter to noseweek from Professor 
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Minister of Trade and Industry 
Alec Erwin 

Woker, deputy chairman of the Con
sumer Affairs Committee "investigat
ing" Le Roux and Van Zyl (see Letters 
on page 4), the professor by implication 
admits that the investigat ions were 
not prompted by complaints from 
clients. The Committee has itself ini
tiated the inquiries or, more likely, has 
done so on instructions from Minister 
Erwin. The conflict of interest and 
potential abuse of power by the minis
ter and the committee then becomes 
obvious. 

Van Zyl is now suing Er win - in his 
capacity as Minister of Trade and 
Industry and head of the Consumer 
Affairs Committee - for defamation. 
He claims in his summons that the 
investigation and publication in the 
Government Gazette that he was 
under investigation for "harmful busi
ness practice" was done with the inten
tion to defame him and to damage his 
reputation with his clients and the 
general public. 



The investigation into Le Roux's 
"business practice" is just as suspect, 
as Le Roux is not conducting any busi
ness at all. He has been advising 
Saambou micro-loan clients who were 
ripped off by the bank free of charge. 

These victims are going to need all 
the help they can get if they are to 
have any chance of recovering their 
money. It appears from the "scheme of 
arrangement" that claims by Saambou 
bondholders (that their bond debts are 
inflated) will be governed by the 
scheme agreed to by creditors at the 
August meeting. 

Yet there was no-one present at that 
meeting of creditors to represent the 
interests of the mortgage bondholders. 
Van Zyl says that he first learnt of the 
meeting five days before it took place -
but that the documents he needed to 
represent his clients were only deliv
ered to him by courier in Cape Town 
two hours after the meeting had begun 
in J ohannesburg. 

According to a claim form since 
faxed to Van Zyl by Saambou's legal 
division, the scheme stipulates that 
any claims (including by mortgage 
bondholders) must be submitted to the 
curator by no later than October 30. 
Claims submitted after that date will 
be disqualified. It seems safe to 
assume that only a tiny minority of the 
60 000 or so Saambou bondholders 
will be able to compute the size of their 
claim, and submit it by the due date. 
For one thing computing the claim 
takes a reasonable amount of exper-

Fine 
Music 
Radio 

Borrowers take things into their own hands 
Employees of the Ceres Municipality who 
took "micro" loans from Saambou, 
resolved at a recent meeting in their town 
hall to stop their repayments until Saam
bou provides them with their loan con
tracts - and with a copy of the purported 
debt insurance policy for which they have 
been charged a hefty premium. 

On the latter point, we and they have 
reason to believe there was no such 
insurance policy and that the "premi
um" was a fraudulent way of charging a 
usurous additional interest on their 
already expensive micro-loans. 

tise. More importantly, as Le Roux told 
noseweek, "about 95% of the Saambou 
bondholders don't even know that they 
have been defrauded and have a 
claim". 

And for those who do manage to sub
mit a claim, as both Van Zyl and Le 
Roux will be doing on behalf of a hand
ful of victims, there's another catch. 
The claim forms make special provision 

'About 95% of Saambou 
bondholders don't even 
know they have a claim' 

-
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Saambou has for months simply 
refused to respond to these legitimate 
demands, and it's the only action they 
can afford to take which might push 
Saambou to action. 

In Johannesburg, trade union NUMSA 
has advised its members to do like
wise, for the same good reasons. 

Meanwhile DTI spokesmen are fran
tically "advising" Saambou clients of 
the perils of this course of action - of 
course! [As if lawyers and the courts 
are a sensible financial course of action 
for these poor people to take. -Ed.] 

for claimants to sign away the right to 
claim against any third party - such as 
FirstRand (who will, no doubt, contin
ue to collect the inflated bond debt) and 
the department of trade and industry 
(which should be liable because of its 
gross dereliction of duty and, more 
recently, its participation in the con
spiracy to cover up the fraud). 

But all may not be lost. Notwith
standing the neat finesse of the deal, the 
question remains: will FirstRand be 
able to legally enforce those inflated 
bond balances inherited from Saambou? 
What will happen if Saambou clients 
take FirstRand to court simply to have 
the balances on their bonds corrected? 
The answer, we imagine, will not be too 
long in coming. 

As a reminder of the gravity of the 
matter, readers will recall the case of 
Mr Andreas April. Mr April, a Stellen
bosch pensioner, is contesting a judge
ment obtained by Saambou against 
him for R46 000, the amount Saambou 
alleged he still owed on his bond. 

A warrant obtained by the bank for 
the sale in execution of his home was 
only stayed when, assisted by Van Zyl 
and the university of Stellenbosch's law 
clinic, he was able to demonstrate to the 
court that he owes Saambou nothing -
in fact, the bank owes him RS 000! The 
trial - the first at which Saambou's 
method of calculating interest on mort
gage bonds was to be challenged - was 
to have taken place in August, but was 
postponed at the request of attorneys 
acting for Saambou's curator. 

With hindsight we now ask ourselves: 
was the curator possibly playing for 
time, to avoid the sort of negative judge
ment that might have sunk the scheme 
of arrangement he wished, ever so inno
cently, to present to the Johannesburg 
high court for approval? ID 

To be continued 
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Poison plot at 
the Post Office 
In Ap1;l City Press in Johannesburg 

carried the following remarkable 
report: 
The life of SA Post Office CEO Maan

da Manyatshe is in danger. City Press 
can reveal an attempt was made to poi
son him last month as a result of his 
massive anti-corruption drive. The 
attack left him semi-paralysed. 

A Directorate of Public Prosecutions 
spokesman was quoted as saying that a 
"high level probe" into the incident was 
under way. The spokesman however 
refused to say where the poisoning had 
taken place or what kind 
of poison had been used, 
saying the matter was 
''highly sensitive". 

City Press reporter 
Elias Maluleke had nev
ertheless managed to 
glean a remarkable 
amount of detail from his 
"insider" sources in the 
Post Office. 

They told him they , 

;~~~;§;~;:;;§ 1~~\ 

CEO of the SA Post Office had been poi
soned by villains only a full month after 
the incident? Why was it not headline 
news on national TV? Where was 
Manyatshe's highly paid senior general 
manager security and investigations, 
Mamatho Nedsiande, when he was out 
on such a high-1;sk mission? And why in 
all these months since April have we 
heard nothing more from the Director of 
Public Prosecutions? 

We don't know the answer to all those 
questions, but we, too, have managed to 
glean some more interesting details. 

For a start, the poison
ing did not take place in 
the northern suburbs of 
Johannesburg. It took 
place on Sunday 10 
March in Manyatshe's 
room at the Capital Pro
tea Hotel in Van der 
Walt Street in Pretoria, 
where he had booked in 
the day before. 
When hotel staff discov

ered him unconscious in 
his room at mid-morning, 

n;-:-.~~\:~'.\~{~\ . contract. 'ii\\~'\';.::-~\l 
He had apparently !..',l:;-~-:•.:,-.~1:,.:\,\ :I. · · 
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. an ambulance was sum-
\\l\; moned to take him to the 
,\, Medfo1um Hospital in the 
~\ capital, where at 11am Dr 
\ Zietsman in casualty 

r:: : :~\·.•\"•\\;~\~~~ • • . . . 

been lured to a venue "in 'i{!!frr,\'½~1J, . : . ·. ·. : . 
mes admitted him for "gross the northern suburbs of 

Johannesburg", by people 
who claimed they wanted 
to give him more informa
tion about conuption. 

South African Post Office accidental poisoning by 
CEO Maanda Manyatshe and exposure to other and 

There, according to Maluleke, "Many
atshe was served a lethal drink with 
snacks". He collapsed and was left for 
dead by the poisoners who took his lap
top computer containing sensitive infor
mation "concerning corruption at the 
Post Office" and "contact numbers of 
whistleblowers". 

City Press claimed the unfortunate 
Manyatshe was then rnshed to the Sun
ninghill Hospital in Sandton. He was 
bedridden for more than a month as a 
result of the poisoning. 

Now, dear readers, there is plenty 
that is curious about the City Press 
report. Why did the world learn that the 

unspecified dtugs". 
The hospital admission form also 

records that the patient "could not 
speak". 

That evening, for reasons we can only 
speculate on, he was transferred to the 
Sunninghill Hospital in Sandton, where 
he was admitted at 7.23pm. On Sun
ninghill's admission form, the diagnosis 
of Mr Manyatshe's condition is record
ed as "Investigation overdose". 

Since then Post Office staff have been 
cautioned not to "spread stories" about 
their CEO. His company secretary has 
been suspended and his personal secre
tary has been transferred to another 
post. 

What's up, doc? m 
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Now Abe 
faces R8m 
claim 

ings are not going well for Abe 
wersky and his one-time million

aire divorce client Jan de Witte. 
SouthAfrica's favow;te divorce attor

ney - our Abe - has received a person
al bill for R8.3m from De Witte's ex wife, 
Maria van Waasbergen. He has been 
given seven days to pay up or else. 

De Witte has also had the trnstee of 
his insolvent estate take away all his 
household goods - antique furniture, 
crystal, silver and art works - that he 
thought he had safely put in the name 
ofa tiust. 

Maria and Jan were divorced in 
March 1994.AberepresentedJan in the 
proceedings. In terms of the divorce set
tlement Jan was in due course sup
posed to pay Maria the few millions of 
rands he still owed her. 

But on 30 June 1994 Jan and his attor
ney, Abe purportedly entered into a 
"deed of donation and tiust", effectively 
creating a trust and donating all de 
Witte's assets to the tiust. When Maria 
came to collect she found him empty
handed. Jan was officially bankrupt. 

For years they managed to stump 
Maria's every attempt to recover her 
money. Until this year. 

But now, regrettable for Abe and Jan, 
Maifa's attomey has tumbled to the fact 
that the trust was all a sham. 

In a weak moment Jan admitted 
under interrogation: ''Why did I want a 
trust? Because I had many women in 
my life who were my wives, three of 
them ... so I put [all my assets) in a 
trust. That w.ay I got Maria van Waas
bergen off my back." 

Maria's attorney has also discovered 
that the trnst document, signed by both 
Jan and Abe, was back-dated by a year. 
(It nominated as beneficiary by name 
and date of birth a child who was only 
born months after the purported date of 
signature. Oops!) Both Abe and Jan 
acted as trnstees without court author
ity, making it all invalid. 

And then there's the small matter of 
R3m in donations tax that they forgot to 
pay the tax man Ill 

To be continued. 



Screwings and doings 
at Investec 

Investec has fired Robert Gottlieb, the 
man in charge of the bank's smash 'n' 
grab approach to Midtown Building 

Systems (nose39 & 40). We'd like to 
think Gottlieb's demise had something 
to do with our expose of his nefarious 
banking practices, but those appear to 
be par for the course at Investec. No, 
Gottlieb's problem is that he is being 
sued for paternity by his ex-secretary. 
Obviously the poor man got confused 
and forgot that it was the customers he 
was supposed to be screwing. 

As reported in nose40, the liquidator 
of Midtown, has issued summons 
against Investec Bank for R800m dam
ages, based on Investee's misconduct in 
handling the Midtown account. Investec 
has given notice of its intention to 
defend the claim, and is expected to file 
pleadings containing a detailed outline 
of its defence within weeks. 

In an attempt to shine even more light 
on the matter, Lewis will shortly be 
applying to the master of the high court 
for an enquiry into Midtown's liquida
tion, which will allow for the direct cross-

Obviously the poor man got 
confused and forgot that it 
was the customers he was 
supposed to be screwing 

-examination ofinvestec executives. 
Many of the issues to be raised at the 

enquiry have already been canvassed in 
our series on events at Midtown. One 
curious aspect we haven't looked at is 
the haste with which Investec, as sole 
creditor, sold the assets of Midtown and 
the Keurbooms River Lodge to itself - in 
the form of wholly-owned subsidiary, 
the Investec Property Group (IPG), 
shortly after the liquidation. 

One reason Lewis agreed to the liqui
dation of Midtown (before changing his 
mind) was that he had been assured by 
Gottlieb that he would have the oppor
tunity to buy the assets out of liquida
tion. Sounds reasonable. After all, sure
ly the bank's only interest is to recover 

the sums they claim to be owed? 
Lewis was confident the assets of 

Midtown and KRL were worth far more 
than the Rl2m Investec claimed they 
were owed. 

Shortly after the liquidation was 
finalised however, just as Lewis - sup
ported by the people who had invested 
in units at the Keurbooms River Lodge 
- appeared to be raising the necessary 
funds, Investec rushed to court to obtain 
the court's authorisation to sell the 
assets to IPG. The basis for the bank's 
urgency was the claim that they had a 
buyer for the assets lined up whose offer 
would soon expire. 

At the court hearing it was notable 
that Investec Bank, the liquidator, IPG, 
and the on-buyer were all represented 
by the same firm of attorneys, Sonnen
berg, Hofman Galombik. 

Investec had gone to great lengths to 
discourage other bidders, to the extent 

thatRobertAustin, then chairman of the 
Keurbooms River Lodge Tmstees, wrote 
to the bank pleading for "sanity" in the 
bank's approach to the disposal of the 
assets. "Robert Gottlieb has taken the 
position that we the unit holders should 
stand down on our offer," wrote Austin, 
who later refers to Gottlieb's assurances 
he will outbid the KRL investors. 

Investee's application was unopposed 
and was granted. The bank immediate
ly sold the assets of Midtown and KRL 
to IPG for R8.5m - a far lower price, 
Lewis says, than he and the Kembooms 
investors were prepared to pay. IPG 
then on-sold the assets to their aiTanged 
buyer for Rl0.3m, malting a quick prof
it ofRl.8m. 

Why this roundabout way of doing 
things? Why did the bank apparently 
not want the highest price? Theories 
abound. Hopefully the insolvency 
enquiry will bring clarity m 

To Sue or Not to Sue? 
(It's simply a question of finance!) 

If you have featured in one of NOSEWEEK's investigative 
features then you should know about our LITIGATION 
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We protect a litigant from the costs of losing a case in 
general commercial litigation or arbitration! Simply put, if 
you lose we cough up ... from R50 000 to Rl O million!! 
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(PS. Sorry Abe we don't cover defamation actions!) 

c:a@e;-. 

11111 
LEGAL PROTECTION SERVICES (PTY) LTD 
Providers of Litigation Expense Insurance 

(021 )689-1538 
www.lps.co.za 

noseweek 41, 0C108ER-N(ll!MB[R 2002 

(011)888-6201 
cps@lps.co.za 

21 



Cowboys and 
Indians 

A father and son duo, descendents of Sioux warriors, are on the 
warpath against the South African government, who they are 

suing for a whopping R2.6bn for wrongful Imprisonment after their 
lofty scheme called Project Africa (that Included erecting the 

world's tallest building in Pretoria) collapsed In an unseemly heap 

R
eaders may have forgotten 
the California-based father 
and son duo, Clint Graves snr 
andjnr, who anticipated Pres

ident Thabo Mbeki's African Renais
sance plans (most recently code-named 
Nepad) by several years, when in 1998 
they put forward their own ambitious 
scheme - Project Africa. 

The imaginative plan of the septua
genarian American architect and his 
entrepreneur son was going to cost 
$1bn and create 85 000 jobs. 

It included: 
■ The world's tallest building - a 104 
storey skyscraper in Pretoria - costing 
$500m; 
■ A 520-bed hospital in KwaZulu
Natal ($300m); 
■A22 500 ha game reserve, casino and 
conference centre in fylpumalanga 
($50m); and 
■ A $32.5m diamond and garnet min
ing venture on the Limpopo River. 
(After dredging the mighty Limpopo 
for gems, jnr says the the plan was to 
"beautify" the area with honeymoon 
cottages, liquor stores and motels 
along 47 kms of isolated riverfront). 

Only fly in the ointment: they had 
brought no assets with them to SA, and 
were virtually penniless. Not to worry, 
the ocean diamond mine would gener-
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ate $400m from a mysterious Euro
pean trust to kick-start the project. 
And so it might have done, had not the 
Alberton branch of Standard Bank 
called in the cops after being asked to 
send an inter-bank "Swift" message to 
the IndoSuez bank in Geneva, con
firming the mine as security for the 
$400m. 

The imaginative plan 
of the septuagenarian 

American architect 
and his entrepreneur 

son was going to 
cost $1bn and 

create 85 000 jobs 

Father and son were arrested by 
members of the Office of Serious Eco
nomic Offences on April 16, 1998. It 
was alleged they had created a Dia
mond Reserve Certificate showing that 
an ocean diamond mine off the West
ern Cape had reserves of 1.5m carats, 
and had attempted to use the certifi-
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cate to raise US$400m from a Euro
pean trust. 

It was nearly 20 months before the 
first evidence was heard against 
Graves jnr in Johannesburg's region
al court on December 6 1999. The trial 
was then postponed about 10 times 
before the state closed its case on 
December 11 2000. 

-The state's case fell apart when 
Absa's prime bank instrument fraud 
expert Willem Ahlers told the court 
that the Diamond Reserve Certificate 
could never have been a negotiable 
instrument. 

Acquitting Graves jnr on all charges 
on March 16 2001 magistrate Vivian 
Hawkins said he had found no inten
tion to defraud and nobody had suf
fered prejudice. 

Now whopping US-size damages 
claims totalling R2.6bn have been filed 
against three top government stal
warts following the awaiting trial 
imprisonment of their pair. 

Father and son are hoping it's pay
back time for Justice Minister Penuell 
Maduna, Minister of Safety & Securi
ty Charles Nqakula and the National 
Director of Public Prosecutions Bule
lani Ngcuka. 

Par ticulars of claim drawn up by 
advocate John van der Berg and filed 



in court, demand for Graves jnr: 
■ R15m for deprivation ofliberty; 
■ R20m for impairment offama and 

dignitas (reputation and dignity); 
■ Rl.28bn for loss of earnings; and 
■ R300 000 legal expenses. 
Total: Rl.3bn. 
Graves snr is seeking a slightly more 

modest Rl.28 bn. 
But it seems the colourful couple is 

unlikely to see its day in any high 
court in SA For entering into the spir
it of these telephone number claims, 
the Office of the State Attorney is 
demanding that before things proceed 
further, father and son must pay R6m 
into court as security for costs. 

In court papers the State Attorney 
notes the "extraordinary high amount 
of the claims" and declares that the 
nature and extent of the factual and 
legal issues necessitates estimated 
costs of defending the actions. 

These include: 
■ In view of the allegations of 

Clint Graves jnr flanked by his dad (left) 
and 'Uncle Jacques' in front of the Eiffel 
Tower. The visionary father-and-son pair 
now operate from a cramped apartment 
in Fontana, California, as Urban Research 
Ltd. Are they innovative international pro
ject brokers or simply have-plans-will-trav
el conmen with spectacular ambitions? As 
Denis Davis used to say, you be the 
judge. 

Their CVs are dazzling. Clint snr (Urban 
Research's president and CEO) lists as his 
architectural achievements New York's 
Saratoga Race Track, the Sunrise Hospital 
in Las Vegas, the Orange County Jail com
plex and Union Bank Plaza in downtown 
LA. In Africa he cites a project to dredge 
the Niger river through Nigeria, Niger and 
into Mali; and hotels in Nigeria. 

There's an intriguing entry: 'Various 
imports/exports (rubber/precious 
metals/gemstones and Benin art) from 
Nigeria and West African countries'. 

Clint jnr (co-founder, general partner 
and executive vice president of Urban 
Research) states he was 'part-educated' 
at the Sorbonne. Under 'pending projects' 
his CV lists developments worth $12Sm 
in Claifornia. 

In the 1980s, jnr states, he was 'con• 
tract external auditor for random spot 
checks of $1bn corporate accounts' with 
clients including Hughes Helicopters and 
the US Army. 'Has the skill and ability to 
balance $1bn accounts to the penny,' his 
resume states modestly. 

wrongful arrest and detention, the 
police docket must be "properly 
perused" to show that criminal pro
ceedings were justified. The docket, 
says the State Attorney, comes to 26 
lever arch files which will take a min
imum of 20 days to peruse, at a cost of 
R480 000. 
■ The state's inquiry proceedings 

are contained in 10 additional lever 
arch files, with 3000 pages of docu
ments. A minimum of seven days is 
needed to mull through these - at a 
cost ofR168 000. 
■ The bail proceedings, which con

tain "vital information", total 400 
pages. The State Attorney reckons 
these can be perused in one day - at a 
cost ofR24 000. 
■ The question of quantum, which 

will involve "many experts" to deal 
with the intricacies of on and off-shore 
diamond concessions, prospecting and 
mining, will take 20 days and cost 
R480,000 in consultation and prepa-
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ration costs. 
■· The state's expert witnesses will 

cost a minimum ofR200,000. And pho
tocopying of at least 50,000 documents 
at Rl a page will eat up another 
R50 000. 
■ As for the trial itself, the State 

Attorney thinks it will run for at least 
30 days, at a "conservative estimate" of 
R720 000. 

For the impoverished but vengeful 
Graves snr and jnr, sitting fuming in 
Fontana, California, the state's move 
to force them to pay R6m, which they 
haven't got, into court as security, 
under Rule 47 of High Court Practice, 
has come as a body blow. 

"They want R6m for the bond to hire 
lawyers to study an old case," says jnr. 
"I've got to pay for South African gov
ernment lawyers to study a case 
they've already lost!" 

The Graves pair had hoped the 
threat of negative press publicity 
would hasten Maduna, Nqakula and 
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Ngcuka into a settlement offer. The 
father and son's SA legal adviser, a 
Cape Town-based non-practising advo
cate named Granville De Villiers, indi
cated to Enver Daniels, the state's 
chief legal adviser, that $50m, then 
$20m, finally a rock bottom $15m, 
might be acceptable. Daniels' response 
was a curt rebuff: they are going to 
trial. 

The Graves are Red Indians, descen
dents of warriors from the Sioux and 
Cherokee tribes. And now they're don
ning their warpaint. 

Graves jnr says he's briefing a Las 
Vegas lawyer to bring a $260m claim 
againstMaduna, Nqakula and Ngcuka 
in the US District Court. He adds that 
there will also be another claim, for 
$5.6bn, filed against them at the Inter
national Tribunal for Criminal Justice 
in The Hague. 

"One way or the other they're going 
to pay," says jnr. "I want to settle this 
thing right now. I've been home 18 
months, my father going on for four 
years. But I'm not going to settle for 
less than $50m." 

Pesky lawyers, of course, always 
push to be paid. For the R2.6bn actions 
the Graves had advocate John van der 
Berg and attorney Ebrahim Holt. But 
when the R6m failed to mate
rialise for security, both these 
worthies withdrew from the 
case. 

The deal with them had 
been that they would share 
10% of any awards with legal 
adviser De Villiers. De Villiers 
says now that if there's a set
tlement he will give Van der 
Berg and Holt 1% each, anoth
er 1% to repay helpful friends 
- and keep 7% for himself. 

De Villiers says he tried to 
persuade Graves jnr to be 
more moderate in his claim. 
"R2.6bn is an enormous 
amount of money. These type 
of figures are common in 
American actions, but I 
explained to Clint that no 
court in South Africa would 
award that kind of money. 

sup incarcerating Clint and his father. 
I would have expected them to say: 
here's R40m or R50m - take it or leave 
it." 

While all these legal marathons are 
under way, Graves snr and jnr are 
turning an innovative eye to scooping 

'The authorities 
made a ballsup 

incarcerating Clint 
and his father. I 

would have expected 
them to say here's 

R40m or R50m' 
- Granville De Villiers, the Graves' lawyer 

another bundle ofloot out of SA. 
'fhe ongoing enterprise revolves 

around the planned importation of 
Russian crude oil for the very govern
ment they're busy suing. Jnr and De 
Villiers are shareholders of a newly 

registered SA company called Taeus. 
And with the help of a black-owned 
company, Petro Energy, and little
knownAccrue Petro-Oil International, 
Taeus hopes to haul in millions of dol
lars in commissions. 

The liquid fuels industry empower
ment charter has laid down a 25% 
black ownership ofSA's oil industry by 
2010. This has led to a plethora of aspi
rant black oil tycoons and new black
owned oil companies - some good, oth
ers of dubious quality. 

Petro Energy, with luxurious offices 
in Sandton, has as its chairman Bheki 
Langa, who resigned as Telkom's 
deputy chief operating officer in July 
2001 following an investigation into 
allegations of mismanagement. The 
boards of merged state-owned oil com
pany Mossgas and Soekor had 
approached Langa for the position of 
CEO of the new entity, but their offer 
was suspended. 

What many of the new black opera
tors lack is international oil contacts. 
Enter "Uncle Jacques", a Belgian busi
nessman named Jacques Declercq, 
who's the third shareholder of Clint 
Graves' Taeus. According to jnr, 
Declercq is also "chief administrator" 
of the shadowy European trust that 

was going to shell out 
$400m to kick-start Project 
Africa. The trust's funds, 
explains jnr, come out of 
Russia. 
So Declerecq's Moscow con
tacts were mobilised to per
suade LUKoil, Russia's oil 
giant, to sell Russian crude 
to Accrue, 
Says jnr: "Accrue said they'd 
like 20m barrels a month for 
16 months, then 40m bar
rels a month for up to five 
years. After that we roll over 
a 15-year contract bringing 
the whole thing to 20 years 
peaking at 80m barrels a 
month." 

"I'm looking for about R50m, 
R60m maximum, in settle
ment. I don't think it's fair that 
the State Attorney is asking 
for R6m security against costs. 
I think it's a delaying tactic. 
They know they made a ball-

BEFORE AND AFTER: Clint snr weighed in at a 
decent 85kg (left) before leaving for South Africa 
in 1988, but after a stint at Modderbee prison had 
shed more than half his weight. 

Are these figures credible? 
Even 20m barrels a month 
seems ambitious, consider
ing that total crude oil 
imports into SA average 
only around 13.5m barrels a 
month. 
Jnr says LUKoil agreed to 
supply a more modest initial 
20m barrels a year. But he 
claims that on the day the 
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contract was to be signed last month in 
Russia the gremlins struck, as they 
seem fated to in ventures involving 
this bizarre father and son. 

On September 12, as Sergei Kukura, 
a vice president ofLUKoil was driven 
to work in Moscow, armed men wear
ing the uniform of militia officers held 
up his Mercedes saloon, gave his driv
er and bodyguard ''sleep inducing" 
injections and drove off with Kukura. 
LUKoil's press office confirmed the 
kidnapping. 

Kukura was released and found 
wandering along a country road, 
dazed, on September 26. 

The kidnapping has caused a slight 
hitch to the plans of Graves jnr and 
Uncle Jacques. "The SA oil deal is still 
on," maintains Declercq from his home 
in the Belgian village of Redu, in the 
Ardennes. 'Tm not Clint jnr's uncle; 
that's just a joke. I have the contacts 
with the Russians; Accrue Petro-Oil 
International in SA buys the oil for 
Petro Energy. Clint's the middle man, 
getting a commission. 

"Now everything's been delayed 
because of this kidnapping." 

Clint jnr's law adviser-turned-busi-

ness partner De Villiers explains: 
"Petro Energy is a black empowerment 
company and they were looking for oil 
on behalf of their buyers, Accrue Petro
Oil International. 

"I told Petro Energy I've got a contact 

Men in the uniform of 
militia officers held 

up his Mercedes 
saloon, gave his 

driver and bodyguard 
'sleep inducing' 

injections and drove 
off with Kukura 

-
in Europe that can source Russian oil 
for Accrue. Petro Europe doesn't have 
the contacts that we have. Through 
Uncle Jacques we have contacts into 
the Russian Ministry of Oil. Taeus 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur 
sadipscing elitr, sed diam-nonumy eirmod 
tempor invidunt ut la bore et do lore magna 
aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At vero 
eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea 
rebum. Stet dita kasd gubergren, no sea 
takimata sanctus est Lorem ipsum dolor 
sit amet. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con
setetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy 

eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliquyam erat, sed d iam voluptua. 
At vero eos et accusam et justo duo do l
ores et ea rebum. 

Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea taki 
mata sanctus est Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con
setetur sadipscing elitr, sed d iamnon-umy 
eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore 

would just take a commission." 
Back at 8550 Citrus Avenue in 

Fontana, California, 47-year-old jnr 
says he's going round the bend in the 
family's cramped two-roomed apart
ment. His aunt, a wheelchair-bound 
paraplegic, has one room. Jnr shares 
the second with his parents, sleeping 
on a couch. 

"We've lost the ranch," he sighs. "My 
grandfather bought it in 1961 for 
$5000. Dad took a $150 000 second 
trust deed to pay lawyers' fees. He 
defaulted, and the ranch was sold for 
$500 000, of which we got nothing." 

Graves snr, who's 76 on October 27, 
says: "I weighed 187lbs [85kg] when I 
left for SA. In Modderbee prison I was 
down to 90lbs [40kg]. Now I'm 125lbs 
[57kg]. Sleeping on that concrete floor 
in prison damaged my muscles from 
the waist down, so I walk sort of 
shuffly now. 

"My doctor wanted to put me in a 
wheelchair. I was with the US Rangers 
in World War Two and told him where 
he could put that idea. You know what 
he said next? He recommended I use a 
walker with wheels! Me, a walker! Son, 
has the world gone mad?" m 

magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. 
At vero eos et accusamet justo duo 

dolores et ea rebum. Stet dita kasd gub
ergren, no sea takimata sanctus est Lorem 
ipsum dolor sit amet. 

Bester Burke I) i\ n ·y 

Copywritors urgently needed. Please phone Fiona 011 (011) 234 1!:>10 ii you've got words for us. 
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AV BACK THERE IN DAYS 

when Groups hadA.reas, a 
certain Group lady of 
great sensibility phoned 
the Professor of Fine Art, 
Pietermaritzburg, Jack 

Heath of exemplary sensibility, and asked 
him please if he would come to her Area 
some Saturday morning, to address a 
small club of zealous easel painters on 
something called Modernart. He, dirty 
rotten swine, declared that Ah, sorry, on 
Saturday mornings he had commitments 
which he could under no circumstances 

HAROLD STRACHAN gallantly rides in to save the 
day with his take on Modernbloodyart 

' 
Van Gogh and Gauguin pictures. Never 
mind Modernbloodyart, say I, let's talk 
about what happened at the end of 500 
years of glorious European oil painting, 
before the bloody avant garde got hold of 
it: the Cubists and assorted smartarse 
egocentrics and narcissistic butterflies. 

My hosts don't mind a few expletives, 
they go with-you lmow-the artistic per
sona. 

Well, not all glorious, say I. What about 
the Flemish painters, delighting in the 
forms and light and colour of nature, and 
how they got suffocated to death by 

Cubists being so dof as to say Cezanne 
reduced all natme to the cube, the sphere 
and the cone, and this reveals his lack of 
passion? When Cezanne in desperation 
told his bourgeois portrait subject to sit 
lil{e an apple it was from sheer despair at 
the colourlessness of the man. How to find 
a system of forms to handle the vast visu
al passions of this world? 

How did Van Gogh get to the guts of Flemish painting after 400 years 
when he was stoned most of the time, and schizophrenic nogal? 

T
HEN, OF COURSE, THERE'S GAUGUIN. 

He's something else. He is the 
original existentialist; the writers 
and philosophers came after. They 
were all of them hampered by the 

inelasticity of the word. To write about it 
is like trying to explain Moza1t's music in 
words to a deaf person. 

There's nothing static in Gauguin's fig
mes. They're still. That's because he has no 
need of dramatic body language to press 
any story line, any message, and painting 
is the a1t of immobility anyway. Here they 
stand in landscapes unromanticised but 
glorified in the luminous colours of the 
tropical Pacific; find your own meaning to 
what we're doing here, they say, define 
your own emotions. No need for Gauguin 
to tell us these colonial island communities 
are shattered by poverty and syphilis 
imported from France. He's not a sociolo
gist, he gives us our passionate planet 
straight, and the creatures inhabiting it: 
people, dogs, horses. 

dishonour, small sandwiches and cups of 
tea notwithstanding. 

Well, I knew well enough what his hon
omable commitment was: to a bottle of gin 
on his nice lawn, clothed in rugby shorts 
and a shady hat, and I knew this because 
I'd honoured it with him often enough. 
But never to worry, quod he to the artis
tical lady, I know just the man for you, 
loves talking, loves sandwiches, I'll send 
him along. 

Loves Modernart. 
What resistance to such tyranny? He 

is head of department, I am as low as you 
can get in the department without actu
ally being on the cleaning staff. 

I arrive in Woodlands suitably clad in 
dabs of oil paint all over a pair of jeans, 
and tousle up my hair a bit. I have a great 
pile of slides and a carousel projector in a 
cricket bag. I am welcomed with such 
warmth I sta1t feeling sorry for Jack and 
his mere bottle of gin, the sandwiches and 
tea notwithstanding. We fix up a bedsheet 
on a picture rail with drawing pins and I 
get set to shoot off a series of Cezanne and 
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Rubens' fat writhing Italian women 
falling on top of them, and the dreadful 
wriggling spaghetti compositions of the 
Italian High Renaissance, and the sepul
chral Marmite backgrounds that Rem
brandt got from there? 

A 
ND THE DEAD IDEOLOGICAL HAND OF 

the counter-reformation. The loss 
of joy. Well, joy survived, as does 
ow· species. Look at this Watteau, 
say I, and this breathtaking clas

sical landscape of Poussin, and how's this 
Ruisdael for a moist Dutch seascape, and 
out of England's pastures green sudden
ly emerges Constable and then,.and then, 
for sheer joy of paint can you equal Turn
er? I click on Rain, Steam and Speed and 
everybody gasps. They gasp even louder 
when we get to Monet's water lilies. 

But now the Big Three, say I. How did 
Van Gogh get straight to the guts of Flem
ish painting after 400 years when he was 
stoned most of the time, and schizophrenic 
nogal? It's too spooky to say it ran in his 
Dutch blood. And can you imagine the 
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Gauguin always said, never finish a 
painting, stop when you've said enough, 
and I do that now. A longish silence fol
lows, and the sensitive Group lady says 

Is it? 
Hell, woman, think I, is that the best 

you can do after all my effort? But then 
I think further Hang on, arf a mo, that is 
actually the ultimate existentialist 
statement: 

The verb to be, a noun and a question 
mark. m 



Smo/1 ads to be received by the 10th doy of month of publication. 
(horge: 1/50 for up lo 15 words, thereafter 1/1.50 per word. 
Boxed ads R 100 per column cm (minimum 3cm}. 

Send your e-mail address to noseweek@iafrica.com 
We'd like to keep you informed. 

PERSONAL 

Looking for a reliable housesitter, Jo'burg area? 
Contact Elinor on 084 610 0610. 
Care for a nibble? Join the Cheese Club - free! 
farmcheese1y@mweb.co.za 
Helrama - Happy Bi1ihday for Sep 11, hope it 
was a happier day this year. BduR 
If need be, rather slow and late than fast and 
dead on time. Arrive Alive! AvdR 
M.I.L.Y.S. JJB (021) 424-2904 
Maureen P: Happy 41st Anniversruy. Love you, 
Bernard 
Ruth: VIVA 50 VIVA! Time to give up that 
mow1tain? xxx Semami 
Yo Mac - Bwy the spoon forever! RF 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

Stanford, near He1manus: Fairhill Private 
Reserve, BB/DBB. Unwind in comfo1t & style. 
Sea & mountain views . .,. (028) 341-0230 
Nature's Valley, near Plett: as natw·e 
intended a beach to be. Modem self-catering 
accommodation in garden setting. Sleeps fow·. 
'll'/fax (044) 531-6681 
Umtata: Country Lodge Guest House, DBB - at 
the end of the day the only place to stay. 
""(047) 532-5730. 
Clarens near Golden Gate in the beautiful 
Eastern Free State - Rosewood Cottage B&B 
offers eve1ything you want for a break from it 
all!.,. (058) 256-1252. 
HermanusjVoelkllp: house to rent, sleeps 12, 
RAOO - R900 p.night. Call Zudy Johnson (021) 
797 7265 or 082-3349608 
HermanusjVoelklip: cute 3 bedim cottage, 
newly renovated, available Dec-Jan, RlO00pd. 
Call Cassie 082-4163517 
Fish Hoek/ Kommetjle, Cape Town: Call Jan 
Kriel at (021) 785 7141; fax (021) 785 4581; 
jankriel@telkomsa.net 
Big Five African farm adjoining Kruger. No 
Fences. R200 pppd. Call 083-458-1072 
Cape Town, Pinelands: Homestead Guesthouse 
& conf centre, boarchm. Exec suites/self cater
ing lodges, 16 delegates. (021) 531-8233 
Essenwood House: luxury guesthouse in Dw·
ban, 4 star rating. Call (031) 207-4547 or 
email paddyc@iafr:ica.com 
Overseas apartments for sho1i te1m letting in 
central positions in London. Paris and New 
York, US$100/night. Call (021) 715-7170 
Simon's Town self-catering holiday cottage on 
water's edge sleeps 6. Contact Erwin 
Bezuidenhout (021) 786-3042. 
Quality touring in small groups within 
Southern Africa. Scheduled & private tow·s. 
Call Lfilldscape Tours (021) 851-7706. 
Three Streams Trout Farm, Franschhoek; self 
catering cottage, sleeps 6. Excellent fly fishing. 
Call (021) 876-2485. 

Umhlanga Beachfront from 15/12/02 to 
10/01/03. Suitable for 2 couples, R600/day. 
Call 082-901-4064. 

PROPERTY TO BUY, SELL OR RENT 

Mitchell's Plain Town Centre: 180sq.m. space for 
sale or rent, next t.o Freedom Fwnitw·e, near 
station. (021) 439-3406 
Cheap office space wanted for UK based jow·
nalist in JHB/CT. Email vsandt@hotmail.com 
Commercial and Industrial Investment prope1iies 
contact Dudley Annenberg atAnnenberg Real 
Estate (021) 465-7780 
Simon Husband Property Management cc; f 
or professional residential letting service. 
Call (021) 423-0173. 
St Francis Field - secw-e magnificent two acres 
stands in St Frfillcis Bay, Eastern Cape. Call 
082-492-3777. 
West Coast, Vredenburg lOha small holding for 
sale for R185 000. Fenced, water and electricity 
available. Call Mr Swoboda 082-744-8201. 

SALES & SERVICES 

University of the Western Cape offers quality 
education to suit yow· budget 
Jobs for Junk: Handyman work done in 
exchange for unwanted bric-a-brac. 
"'John Weech 082-2585708 or (021) 461-3974 
Paintings: original, decorative, expressive, 
symbolic, relevant, affordable. For more info 
go to www.artlore.co.za 
Garden Pool Aids (since 1968), for pools, ponds, 
irrigation and jacuzzi requirements. 
.,. (011) 462-1632/3, fax (011) 462-2295 or 
e-mail gardenpool@yebo.co.za. 
Prepared to help found the Progressive Liberal 
Pruiy? If so call or SMS 082-540-2140. 
Bookkeeping done from home -
call Carol Gordon at (021) 712-3025. 
Brenton Blue Consulting: Strategic HR & 
change managemt consultants. (021) 715-5636 
or go to www.brentonblue.co.za. 
Buckmelser De Lange Attorneys. The property 
professionals (041) 363-8001 
Churchill Mace Paintings: I buy Churchill Mace 
paintings. Contact Mr Leger, at PO Box 447, 
Vll'ginia 9430 if you have anything to offer. 
Copy editing, proofreading, rewrites. Fast & 
experienced professional service. Ronni Curtis 
083-556-2161 or email cwtis@telkomsa.net 
Criminal Law expert, also matrimonial & 
general law. Call Lawley Shein Attorneys at 
(011) 333-6653 
Expanding educational business requires a 
manager with people skills, transpo1i and a 
passion to grow. Call (021) 558-8772 
First-<:lass Inkjet & laser cru-tridge refills for fel
low noseweek readers. CT S Subw·bs only. 
Call (021) 782-7163 or 082-756-2916 
Flamite Steam for all yow· steam outsow·cing 
requirements - Vaughan 082-378 4350 
For all your liquor requirements, Norwood 
Liquor Cellru·s. Call Theo at (011) 728-6709 
For Jensen electric caddie ca.its & ride on 4 
wheeler golf cruts contact (011) 805-4001 
For legally obtained business intelligence -

noseweek 41, Oc!OBER-NOYEl,IBER 2002 

Deloitte & 'lbuche Business Intelligence 
Services. Call (012) 482-0259 
For spares come nose ru·ound GT Spares, 
296 Vomirekker Rd, Maitland, Cape Town, or 
call (021) 511-9432 
H.A. Wyllie & Son, manufacturers agents. 
Contact us at PO Box 735, East London, 5200 
or call (043) 722-6260 
Huguenot Fine Chocolate - Franschhoek; an 
empowe1ment triumph, and the best Belgian 
chocolate in the land. Visit when in the Cape 
Need to advertise yow· business & products? 
Go to www.brindleycars.co.za 
Maboys, salvage & job lot buyers, please 
contact (021) 932-9019 
MCC Group - for all plant hire & open cast 
mining requirements. Call (011) 310-2332 
Mercedes-Benz guaranteed spares sold 
nationally. Call Cecil at 083-566-3333 
Small surprises in exchange for R40. The Rusty 
Lizard Press, PO Box 14, Nieu Bethesda, 6286 
Stop searching for quality screen printing and 
signage - speak to Eagle Screenprint at 
(021) 511-0540 or 082-674-4008 

HEALTH PRODUCTS & SERVICES 

Yessense Health Supplements Finally Natural 
Health Supplements that really work. 
For more info1mation call 0800 202 787 
Rescue The original health bracelet helps 
boost the immune system and relieves aches 
and pains call (021) 761 9450 for details. 
Are elector magnetic pollution & acid chemical 
air affecting you? Do you have headaches, asth
ma, rashes, circulation problems, nerves or 
Cfillcer? Call George Heye (021) 851-1777 
Holistic Healer, Glenda Bothwell. Mind, body & 
soul. Reflexology, massage/ Reiki healings. 
Edgemead (021) 559-2837 or 083-360-4628 
Sound Frequency - The smrui, safe, simple 
health solution & oh so cost effective. Call 082-
782-5252 

EMPLOYMENT OFFERED 

Chef wanted! Must have humow·! Please fax 
yow· details to Amanda (021) 794 3024 

ANANCIAL SERVICES 

Broadhurst Trust cc. Well connected merger & 
company brokers; s0W1d profitable companies 
wanted. Call Mr Broadhurst at (028) 314-1329 
Dear BIii, you should see the accounting advice 
I received. 'l\y phoning (021) 481-7000 

LOST SOULS 
Mall for these subscribers has been retwned 
undelivered. Can you help us find them? If so, 
call Jacqui on (021) 686 0570: 
Mr DiOffizi, Cape Town; Ms S Frost, Pieter
maritzburg; Dr Hoolman, Or anjezicht; Mr F 
Haas, Pietersbw-g; Mr R Howru·d, Kloof; Mrs H 
Naude, Worcester; T Netshinunye, Sandton; Mr 
T Rolfe, Inanda, KZN; Mr LF Shiller, Rivonia; 
Mr OD Taub, Johannesbw·g; WG Van Rooyen, 
WestAcres; Mr & Mrs Walke1~ St Francis Bay; 
KT Weck, Mmabatho 
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strategy 
Tony Manning/Strategist 
WWW.TONYMANNING.COM 

Did VDU know 
90% ol our readers read everi1 
issue ol noseweek? 
Thev care about nature, enJov 
reading, ealinu oul and country 
holldavs. Thev 
reuularlv travel abroad. 

II vou have a oroducl 
lhal meets lheirhluh standards, 
whv nol adverllse in 
lhese columns? 

Nick Taylor - entertainer 
corporate • cabaret • one-man show 

082 443-6364 

BLI Consultants 
Essential business intelligence 
Crime prevention management 

In-depth profiles and risk analysis 

'fi' 083-7737323 

Our holiday makers 
can sit on the balconr, 

and watch the whales sail by. 

Arniston Centre 

Steve Banhegyi 
Transformation Consul

tant / 
Personal Coach / Le ctur

er 
www.geocities.com/stevebanh-

DRY DRY DRY 
Arid Dampproofing cc 
Treatment of walls, waterproofing of roofs 

'a' (011) 453 4414 
Cell 082 320 6164 

ariddampproofing@54.co.za 

<i
i ~ Gillan & Veldhuizen Inc. 
11111' Attorneys, Conveyancers & Shipping Lawyers 

Suite B 15, Westlake Square, Westlake Drive, Cape Town 

-a- (021) 7023863 ■ Fax (021) 7023861 ■ www.gvinc.law.za 

SECRETS AND LIES 

This is a tale of military 
machination and scientific 

subterfuge, of combatants who 
disappeared without trace, and 

bizarre experiments carried 
out behind locked doors. 

ZEBRA ~ WYNl.zebropress.co.za 

Income tax returns outstanding? , 
Tax in a mess? We can help! 

PROFESSIONAL TAX SERVICES 
Saving you tax for 13 years 

-a- (021) 531-0727 Fax (021) 531-0166 
proftax@icon.co.za 

Johannesburg 
International Commodities 

Management 

Leaders in International Treasury 
Foreign Exchange and 

Commodities Management 
for Individuals and Institutions 

Jhb -a- (011) 883-6268 
Dbn 'll' (031) 572-3614 
Ctn -a- (021) 425-8377 
Email: jicm@jicm.co.za 

www.jicm.co.za 

Cape Dinner Qub . -
A members-only club for 
men over 40 who like good · 
food, good wine and good company. 
Pinner at a different Cape Town restaurant 
each month. Phone (021) 976 7094 

This space 
Will 

costvou 
onlvllll 

Adrienne -a- l021J 686 0570 
noseads@iafricacom 


