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Letters 

“

“Cover hijacked!
No Dr Jack on the cover 
of nose115? Colin Daniel 
does an okay job, but has 
nowhere near the powerful 
punch of the doctor. Is the 
doctor OK?

Royston Lamond
Cape Town

He’s OK and will be back 
shortly. – Ed 

n I think the nose115 
cover illustration by Colin 
Daniel is really very good. 
I love the detail and had a 
really good chuckle at the 
characters portrayed. I much 
prefer this detailed style to 
that of Dr Jack and Dov.

Jack
Illovo

Of one thing we are cer-
tain: noseweek readers have 
opinions – and don’t hesitate 
to express them. – Ed.

Disgusted!
The African National Con-
gress has noted with utter 
disgust a report entitled 
“ANC’s tender touch” pub-
lished in nose114 [and 115]. 

The ANC would like to 
place on record that it has:

n No knowledge of the ten-
der mentioned in the article  
[a R152m tender granted 

to Valor IT by the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry 
relating to an upgrade of 
the information technology 
employed by CIPRO]

n Not received any money 
in respect of this tender as 
claimed in the report.

The ANC calls for an 
investigation to establish 
the veracity of the allega-
tions. Action should be taken 
against anyone found to be 
guilty of any offence. 

We warn against anyone 
using the ANC’s name for 
any such purposes.

Jessie Duarte
National Spokesperson for the ANC

We are most relieved to 
receive your assurance on this 
point, as, I am sure, our read-
ers will be. We look forward 
to learning the outcome of the 
mooted enquiry. – Ed.

Healthy advantage
Delighted to see your article 
on the Green Point Stadium 
management contract –  
although not surprised. 

Now take a closer look at 
the management contract 
with the Sports Science 
Institute of SA – initially 
under the management of 
Morné du Plessis’ own com-
pany, Sports Plan, and then, 
after he was bought out, 
managed by SAIL. Morné’s 
original contract allowed for 
a share of profits; SAIL was 
smarter: its management 
subsidiary, Navitute, gets a 
percentage of the Sports Sci-
ence Institute’s turnover. 

Seems these healthy guys 
know how to structure man-
agement agreements to their 
own healthier advantage. 

Another Gatvol Taxpayer
Cape Town

Statistical improbability
Heart-warming as it is to 
learn that Glenrand’s share 
price had fallen “152% to an 
all-time low by this January” 
(nose115), your assertion 
strains credulity. Had the 
share price fallen a mere 
100%, it would have been on 
offer at zero. Anything be-
yond that would have meant 
that vendors were offering 
money for buyers to take the 
shares off their hands. Even 
for Glenrand shares, that’s 
unlikely to happen.

I suppose we should be 

thankful for small mercies, 
though: at least you did not 
refer to Glenrand shares 
suffering a “whopping” 152% 
price fall.

Bruce MacDonald
Rondebosch

Journalism involving per-
centages and statistics, you 
may have noticed, is a cock-
tail that must be shaken, not 
stirred. The sentence should, 
of course, have read: “The 
Glenrand share price fell 85% 
to an all-time low of 62 cents 
by this January.” Anyway, to 
err is human – so now you 
know: we’re human. – Ed.

Moved by Baby Michael
As a long-time subscriber, 
I have frequently been im-
pressed with the exposures 
you have done that others 
have avoided. To date, I 
haven’t put pen to paper, but 
“Baby Michael” has moved 
me to write and compliment 
you on your investigations. 
I congratulate you on your 
courage to expose the truth 
and your ability to entertain 
people such as myself while 
doing so.

Stan Anderson
Port Elizabeth

We would be lying if we did 
not say we are thrilled and 
grateful for kind letters like 
yours. Thank you. –  Ed.
 
n In response to the article 
on Baby Michael in nose115, 
I wish to correct some errors 
and clarify my organisation’s 
position.

Firstly, Ms le Roux is not 
a “commissioner of Child 
Welfare South Africa”. Child 
Welfare South Africa is a na-
tional NGO. Ms le Roux is a 
magistrate in the Children’s 
Court in Randburg, and by 
dint of her job, a commis-
sioner for Child Welfare for 
that district.

Our Maureen Coetzee 
was not “dispatched to Avril 
Elizabeth” by the commis-
sioner. She did call on them 
to explain the legal restric-
tions on the publication of 
information on children 
involved in Children’s Court  

Your snotty remarks about US-manufactured  
cars leave a bad taste

Gus

Looking for the GPS shop
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processes. The Children’s 
Court is a closed court 
in which no-one is up on 
charges; the emphasis is 
on addressing the child’s 
needs and, where possible, 
rehabilitating the family. 
Information which identi-
fies the child cannot be 
published without official 
consent. Details concerning 
family members of children 
in care are confidential and 
it is in most circumstances 
unethical and illegal for a 
social worker to share such 
information, except where 
required in order to deliver 
the necessary professional 
services to the child and 
family, or by order of a court. 
Similar restrictions apply 
to health care workers and 
psychologists.

Our organisation provides 
services to parents who 
abuse their children, with 
the aim of breaking the cycle 
of abuse which tends to be 
perpetuated from generation 
to generation. Prosecution 
and punishment is not our 
function. If one is in the 
position of regularly having 
to investigate tragic cases of 
abuse of children, as we are, 
it becomes all too clear that 
these are a continuation of 
earlier, similar tragedies 
which befell their own par-
ents in early life. This does 
not excuse abuse but it does 
help us to understand it and 
to find ways to prevent it. In 
some cases we can help abu-
sive parents to change their 
behaviour and redirect their 
lives. But for this to occur 
they have to be able to trust 
us. Participating in hate 

campaigns against them 
will not help. Cruelly, the 
children themselves become 
stigmatised in such proc-
esses. Also, these children 
feel very deeply the negative 
attitudes of others in society 
towards their parents.

The provisions in the 
existing Child Care Act and 
the incoming Children’s Act 
regarding the confidentiality 
of information are there to 
protect the children. We all 
need to respect them.

Jackie Loffell
Advocacy Coordinator

Johannesburg Child Welfare Society

True. But “silent diploma-
cy” has seen two minor girls 
impregnated – one a case of 
rape – and two infants seri-
ously disadvantaged – one 
grievously brain damaged: 
four young lives imperilled 
or destroyed. Maybe prison is 
appropriate in these circum-
stances? – Ed.

Shitty cars? 
The comments about “shit-
ty cars”, “poor resale 
value”, “poor mpg” and 
other snotty remarks in the 
“advert” (nose114) about US-
manufactured cars leave a 
bad taste in the mouth; they 
are definitely not based on 
facts about current General 
Motors products. 

A few examples:  
n GM has received numer-

ous prestigous awards from 
international judges from 
around the globe during 
2008 and 2009.

n  GM sales worldwide 
were up 3% in 2007, mark-
ing the automaker’s sec-
ond best global sales in its 

100-year history. In 2008, 
GM nearly doubled its sales 
in Eastern Europe and was 
top seller in the 2nd larg-
est car market in the world, 
China. No company can do 
that if they sell “shitty” cars

n  When it comes to 
fuel economy GM vehi-
cles are market competi-
tive. The Chev Cobalt XFE 
and Pontiac G5 XFE, at 37 
mpg, achieve a better fuel 
economy rating than the 
Toyota Yaris and Corolla 
and the Honda Fit.

I am a GM employee, but 
I am writing this in my per-
sonal capacity.

Rudi van Deventer
Port Elizabeth

Your loyalty is admirable. 
Point is: US car manufactur-
ers have continued to lose 
market share to imports – 
and, if all is so rosy, why did 
they require a multi-billion 
dollar bailout by the US 
taxpayer? – Ed.

Give the bank a break
I obtained a Standard Bank 
credit card for buying things 
on the internet, but ended 
up hardly using it. As a 
result I continued to pay the 
annual account fees without 
being aware that the card 
had expired in October 2007. 

When I eventually tried to 
use the card on 5 May 2009, 
the transaction was rejected 
as the card had expired.

Standard’s card division 
confirmed that my account 
is “all in order”, but never-
theless rejected my claim 
for reimbursement of card 
fees for 2007 and 2008. A 
small enough matter, but 

one of principle, nonethe-
less: I want to know how the 
bank justifies the fraudulent 
deduction of fees for a card 
that has not been valid since 
October 2007.

R Fabby
By email

This time – can you believe 
it! – I’m with Standard 
Bank. You had the approved 
facility for all that time. But 
you had allowed your card to 
expire. Cards expire for very 
good security reasons, as I 
am sure you will concede. 
Either ask for a fresh card, 
or close the account if you no 
longer need it. Then drop the 
matter: you’re wasting every-
one’s time and energy. – Ed.

Our Mutual friend
Old Mutual had its AGM in 
London and didn’t set up a 
South African conference 
link-up, thereby conveniently 
avoiding having to answer 
questions from local share-
holders, particularly Allan 
Greenblo and Theo Botha. 
Julian Roberts, OM’s group 
CEO, says the decision not 
to pay dividends – the big is-
sue – was necessary to cover 
more losses in the US. Busi-
ness Report’s headline read: 
“Old Mutual starves SA unit 
to pay for US loss”.

Now I checked with the 
FSB about the status of OM, 
because I noted that it has 
been buying up substantial 
local investment companies 
lately, namely ACSIS and 
Futuregrowth. I was told that 
everything was in order. Is it??

Pam Herr
Sun Valley

My guess? No. – Ed.
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Letters Dear ReaderDear ReaderDear Reader

Stormy weather
Want to know which way the wind blows in 

South African politics today? Wheth-
er to expect fair weather or foul? The 

manner in which three issues are resolved 
will, I believe, serve as a barometer: 
President Zuma’s defamation case against 
cartoonist Zapiro will measure tolerance of 
criticism and dissent; Judge Hlophe’s set-to 
with the Constitutional Court will measure 
our tolerance of unprofessional conduct by 
those in high office; and the NPA’s ability to 
bring police commissioner Jackie Selebi to 
trial will measure the new administration’s 
commitment to effective and independ-
ent law enforcement. If we get a negative 
reading on any of them, prepare for radical 
climate change.

And what to make of that weird confiden-
tiality agreement concluded by our Ministry 
of International Relations and Cooperation 
(the former Department of Foreign Affairs) 
with one Tessa Beetge, recently jailed in 
Brazil for drug trafficking? I do not know 
if Beetge was an innocent, tricked into 
carrying 9kg of cocaine in her suitcase. I 
do know that she would never have been 
in South America at all, were it not for the 
involvement of a certain Sheryl Cwele, 
whose day job is that of director of Health 
and Community Services at Hibiscus Coast 
Municipality (wherever that may be). So 
Sheryl’s a public servant. She’s also married 
to Siyabonga Cwele, Intelligence Minis-
ter at the time, and now minister of State 
Security. He may not, of course, know what 
his wife does in her spare time. Then again, 
maybe he does.

Mrs Cwele exchanged dozens of emails, 
letters and text messages with Beetge 
before her arrest. But the communications 
manager for Intelligence Services, Lorna 
Daniels, says the minister’s wife “does not 
want to speak to the media about it”.

Beetge’s father, Swannie, told Independ-
ent Newspapers of a threatening phone call 
in which he and his wife were warned not 
to say anything to the media which might 
incriminate Cwele. “We were told it would 
be in our interests to say only good things 
about Sheryl,” he is quoted as saying.

So, who does that confidentiality agree-
ment bind? International Relations says it 
prevents them from telling the public any-
thing about Beetge’s trial in Brazil. Beetge 
trying to gag International Relations? But 
she has alleged that Cwele set her up. Her 
family want Cwele’s involvement investi-
gated. It doesn’t tally.

The Cweles are powerful people in The 
Party. Our guess is that the confidential-

ity agreement is the idea of International 
Relations, and Tessa Beetge agreed to it 
because she doesn’t understand the realities 
here. International Relations is, theoreti-
cally, charged with protecting the interests 
of South African citizens abroad and, from 
her prison cell, Tessa Beetge may see them 
as her only friends in a far-off land. But 
International Relations is also an arm of an 
ANC-controlled government, which doesn’t 
like its members’ misdeeds to be exposed.

So where, on the balance of probabilities, 
do the priorities of International Relations 
lie? With the plight of Tessa Beetge, for 
whom not much more can be done anyway? 
Or with The Party, whose members are so 
often in need of protection because they are 
so often guilty of shady behaviour?

Speaking of shady behaviour: So Sasol has 
agreed to pay a penalty of R188m – the 
highest settlement reached with the 

Competition Commission to date – after the 
commission found that Sasol and fertiliser 
majors, Omnia and Yara (previously known 
as Kynoch), had formed a cartel, resulting, 
inter alia, in Sasol becoming the sole whole-
sale supplier of an important fertiliser prod-
uct, limestone ammonium nitrate (LAN).

Sasol’s 2008 compliance review uncovered 
still further collusive practices between the 
three, including price fixing, market alloca-
tion and collusive tendering in the period 
1996 to 2004. OK, by now, as far as Sasol is 
concerned, it’s par for the course.

It’s JSE-listed Omnia that’s the new bad 
boy on the block. Readers will recall that, 
two years ago, Omnia caused serious harm 
to citrus farmers, pineapple growers and 
the poultry industry by cynically supply-
ing them with contaminated agricultural 
chemicals it had bought cheaply in China. 
Now, in the continuing proceedings before 
the Competition Tribunal, Omnia and Yara 
still deny having colluded with Sasol, but it 
is fair to assume this is simply because they 
have yet to arrive at a penalty settlement. 

While all this was happening, the As-
set Forfeiture Unit moved to freeze assets 
worth over R23m belonging to Danalutch-
mee Latchman, a former salaries account-
ant at Omnia. These included fixed proper-
ties in Lenasia, three liquor businesses, 13 
motor vehicles and 18 bank accounts. Ms 
Latchman is accused of stealing R23m from 
Omnia over a period of time.

Maybe she was merely doing her best to 
fit in with the corporate culture in which 
she found herself?

The Editor
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SA’s mall 
shakeout

Tenants can’t pay the rent and investors 
stand to lose their money as the 

commercial property market implodes

When General Growth Properties, the second largest shop-
ping mall operator in the United States, went bust in 
April commentators started talking of mall finance 
as a real estate time bomb waiting to blow. Several 
international banks expect to take yet another knock 

as this second round of “toxic” loans comes home to roost.
In SA the picture is equally dire. Returns on retail property 
last year hit negative territory in real terms for the first time 
since 1995. 

Here too, not long ago, banks were falling over each other 
to lend money to developers building shopping malls and life-
style estates that have mushroomed in small towns, suburbs 
and coastal villages throughout South Africa. Witbank, Kim-

berley, Potchefstroom, Soweto, Midrand, Pretoria and northern 
Johannesburg were just some of the areas that saw a frenzy of 

mall construction and expansion in the past few years.
Today the bankers are wondering how they got it so horribly 

wrong. An artificial consumer-spending boom – fuelled by credit 
recklessly lent by the same banks – raised expectations that 
property investments would keep yielding big returns. Today such 
expectations have been replaced by the looming spectre of massive 
write-offs.

Valuations and the formulas used to predict rental incomes 
have become more and more complicated – a salesman's dream-
land that bears little or no relation to reality. Nevertheless, ex-
actly these valuations and projections are used to persuade banks, 
pension funds and individual pensioners to invest in commercial 
property. At the same time, law enforcement by agencies such as 
the Financial Services Board grows weaker and weaker. 
The outcome is dramatically demonstrated by the failure of a 

Pretoria suburban mall, Zambezi Retail Park, where most of the 
tenants have gone bust and hundreds of small investors have 
received no income for the past year, and stand to lose most of their 
investment. (See Bel Air’s going concern.)

Even at the prestigious Melrose Arch in Johannesburg, which has 
just added a R1bn shopping mall (that includes SA’s first three-
storey Woolies), new tenants are negotiating lower rentals than the 
owners had planned. Because development funding valuations are 
based on projected income streams, this translates into a higher 
default risk for investors who put up the money, including Nedbank.

The equally glamorous V&A Waterfront in Cape Town also has 
high-end tenants clamouring to renegotiate the terms of their 
leases. But the new owners, Dubai World (and their joint-venture 
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partners, Lon-
don & Region-
al) are not to be 
found at their 
waterfront 
offices, having 
departed for 
Dubai some 
months ago. 
Rumour has it 
they're also in 
a cash squeeze.

Absa’s deci-
sion to lend 
R850m to a 
tottering real 
estate em-
pire, consist-
ing mainly of 
illegally-built 

malls owned by the notorious 
Theodosiou brothers, must go 
down as one of the last great 
acts of reckless lending before 

the financial crisis turned bankers 
into the tight-fisted bunch they are 
today (noses93&111).  
The Theodosious’ mall develop-

ments have ignored every legal, 
economic and urban planning rule 
and regulation in the book. They are 
constantly at war with their unhappy 
tenants – and their unhappy bankers.

Three months after (equally 
controversial) Sharemax bought the 
Commarro Crossing shopping mall in 
Oakdene from the Theodosious, they 
were faced with a demolition order 
from the city council planning de-
partment, and had to hurriedly, and 
unexpectedly, spend tens of millions 
making the complex comply with the 
law. (Sharemax have since sold it, in 
a property "package", to Old Mutual, 
whose shareholders and policyholders 
are now taking the pain.)

Absa, which takes great excep-

tion to noseweek using the term 
“reckless lending”, says its first 
loans to the Theodosious' Universal 
Property Professionals (UPP) group 
were approved in 2006 – before they 
became notorious. But, in fact, the 
bank advanced most of the money a 
lot later, when they were infamous. 
The finance needed by UPP’s compa-
nies was extended and restructured 
from time to time, until 2008 – but 
throughout that time ABSA received 
not a cent in monthly interest or 
capital repayments. Interest at prime 
plus 2% was clocking up at R11m a 
month, bringing the debt to R1.014bn 
by the end of April.

UPP is owned and managed by the 
Theodosiou brothers, Dimetrys, Tony 
and Sedrick, and holds the companies 
that own, developed, and managed 
various illegally-built shopping malls.

By mid-2008 the brothers were run-
ning into serious financial difficulties. 
The two projects that consumed the 
lion’s share of the Absa loans – Lone 
Hill Shopping Mall and Bel Air Shop-
ping Mall, both in northern Johan-
nesburg – were bringing in less than 
R5m a month in rentals but costing 
over R15m a month (including inter-
est) to run.

It was fast becoming clear to Absa 
that UPP had neither the means, nor 
desire, to repay their debts. After at-
tempts to restructure the loans failed, 
Absa decided in November last year 
to apply to liquidate Bel Air Mall and 
Immobili, the companies that own the 
two malls.

Absa says there are no fewer than 
12 winding-up applications for UPP 
companies pending before the Preto-
ria High Court, but it considered Bel 
Air and Immobili urgent because the 
malls were haemorrhaging money 
and there was no evidence that the 

Theodosious would be able to pay 
their growing mountain of debt. 
(They were also using company funds 
to continue living in style – a stop 
order from Immobili’s Absa account, 
for R75,000 a month, paid for three 
luxury Mercedes Benz and a Toyota 
Hilux.)

The Theodosious tried several 
tricks to drag out the case, including 
introducing a bogus buyer for their 
malls, one Jabulani Tshaka, a former 
education department official who 
now works for Telkom. Tshaka had 
supposedly offered R800m for Lone 
Hill and Bel Air, but when he was 
required to produce a R220m deposit 
it transpired he didn’t have two cents 
to rub together and had various judg-
ments for debt recorded against his 
name (see noses93&111).

On 21 January Judge Sapire grant-
ed a provisional liquidation order. 
Predictably, the Theodosious are op-
posing. Their new lawyer, Henk Stry-
dom, declined to discuss the case but 
promised to respond in writing at a 
later date. He did, however, hint that 
UPP’s new defence strategy related to 
alleged competition law violations by 
Absa, involving the bank's new joint 
venture partners in property invest-
ment, Retail Africa. (Retail Africa 
are best known for their exotic Irene 
Mall, and their role in the expansion 
of Melrose Arch.)

Absa's application to place the 
Theodosiou companies into final 
liquidation is set down for a two-week 
trial to begin at the end of July.

Absa WON’T tell noseweek how 
much money it stands to lose or what 
provisions it has made for potential 
losses. Some of its officials claim the 
bank won’t lose a cent. They say all 
the Theodosious’ loans are well se-
cured, with personal sureties signed 
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by all the directors and shareholders. 
The minute the liquidations are fi-
nalised, Absa will go after the Theo-
dosious personal assets and income 
streams.

But this obscures several important 
details. The Theodosious do say their 
assets exceed their liabilities, citing 
their interest in Kyalami race track 
and the farm it is built on. But they 
fail to disclose that this is subject to 
court action by Imperial Bank, which, 
if successful, could deprive them of all 
their rights.

Most important, though, is the fact 
that income streams from the malls 
are considerably less than what the 
Theodosious initially claimed when 
presenting a case for their Absa 
loans. This, combined with a general 
downturn in consumer spending, and 
the property market collapse, means 

the malls are, in any event, worth 
a lot less than projected when the 
money was first advanced.

By the time Absa went to court 
in November, it admitted that Bel 
Air’s market value had dropped from 
R495m to R280m (R254m if there 
were a forced sale) and Lone Hill’s 
from R600m to R400m. Conditions at 
the malls have further deteriorated 
since then, with reduced rental in-
comes probably justifying valuations 
a third less again. 

And, even at these values, buyers 
aren’t exactly queuing up, especially 
if, as in the case of Bel Air, they must 
spend several hundred million more 
on refurbishments to attract the vol-
ume and calibre of tenants and shop-
pers needed to make it viable – and 
to compete with the nearby and more 
successful Northgate Mall.

The best Absa could do – if it had 
the in-house expertise and cash to 
spare – would be to take over and 
rehabilitate the malls, and hope 
the property market and consumer 
spending recover in time to attract 
a buyer at the right price. But it is 
unlikely to recover its ever-escalating 
losses any time soon. In fact, right 
now most mall owners are on a roller 
coaster to hell.

There are several reasons why 
sinking R1bn into Lone Hill and 
Bel Air mall was a bad call, many of 
which Absa should have known. For a 
start, most lenders would consider it 
imprudent to loan big money to par-
ties they’d already taken judgments 
against to recover debts. At one 
stage, in 2001, Absa even applied for 
Dimetrys Theodosiou’s sequestration 
– yet, five years later, they were rush-
ing to lend his companies hundreds of 
millions.

Even more puzzling is that Absa 

claims it wasn’t aware 
of the controversy sur-
rounding planning ap-
provals for the Theo-
dosiou malls when it 
decided to advance 
the money. Besides 
the fact that it was well 
publicised at the time, a quick 
phone call to Joburg’s planning 
department would have clarified 
matters instantly.

Early in 2006, when Absa ap-
proved its first building loan for 
Bel Air Mall, the City of Johan-
nesburg issued a notice to 
halt construction immediate-
ly, because building plans had 
not been approved. Bel Air 
ignored the notice – except 
to speed up construction 
work.

After initially applying 
to interdict further con-
struction, the council 
later backed down, 
saying building 
plans subsequently 
submitted were 
approved retrospec-
tively. This simply 
opened the flood-
gates to more illegal 
developments.

There was always 
going to be com-
pensation for the 
council in the form 
of a handsome 
rates income from 
the properties. The 
only trouble is, 
the Theodosious 
never pay the 
rates and are years 
in arrears.

The latest twist is 

The landlord has padlocked the door to stop the 
tenant from absconding with his stock at night
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that the restaurants in Bel Air Mall, 
including Cattle Baron, Doppio Zero 
and the Keg, have been operating 
illegally for over two years. This came 
as a nasty shock to the restaurateurs, 
who received notices in April ordering 
them to stop trading. It turns out the 
mall’s application to allow restau-
rants to operate hasn’t been approved 
by council, because the Theodosious 
are yet to address several concerns 
raised by residents.

Bel Air liquidators D&T Trust have 
since struck a deal with the council, 
which has agreed to put legal action 
on hold until a planning committee 
decides whether to accept D&T’s pro-
posals to address residents’ concerns.

While this saga was dragging on, 
a similar drama played out at the 
Theodosius’ other white elephant, at 
Lone Hill (noses93&111).

Here extensions were being built 
without approved plans and in con-
travention of several regulations. In 
2006 the council successfully inter-
dicted the brothers from continuing 
to build illegally at Lone Hill. When 
this was ignored they received a sus-
pended jail sentence in 2007, which 
seems to have done the trick.

The case was widely publicised in 
the local and national press, yet Absa 
somehow missed it all and kept its 
money flowing.

There are also plenty of disgruntled 
contractors around who could have 
given Absa some telling insights into 
how the Theodosious do business. 
One told us that their modus operan-
di with Lone Hill and Bel Air was to 
pay engineers, architects and land-
scapers a small fee on engagement, 
then renege on settling mounting 
bills. Attempts to sue for outstand-
ing payment were met with lawyer’s 
letters threatening counter-suits for 

poor workmanship and breach of 
contract. “You end up on the back 
foot, having to defend your repu-
tation,” a source says. “That’s why 
most people cut their losses and 
walk away.”

Another white elephant that 
fortunately never saw the light 
of day was Mall on 14th Avenue, 
planned next to the MTN head-
quarters in Roodepoort, just off 
the N1 highway.

A notice in Farmer’s Weekly of 
farm sales recorded at the deeds 
office shows that the 26ha farm, 

Weltevreden, was sold to Mall 
on 14th Avenue for R120m. UPP’s 

promotional blurb, under the heading 
“Projects that commenced in 2007”, 
boasts of recent rezoning for retail, 
and authorisation to build a new off-
ramp directly into the mall’s parking 
area. Completion was anticipated in 
October this year.

But not much has happened since 
2007. The land still has the same 
battered palisade around it, and is 
overgrown with trees and shrubs. 
Absa understandably, is “not comfort-
able” discussing Mall on 14th. The 
reason, it declares piously, is a pend-
ing winding-up order and “banker/
client privilege”.

What Absa doesn’t mention is that 
the bank was a joint venture part-
ner with UPP on Mall on 14th – but 
pulled the plug when they realised 
who they were dealing with, after 

reading a profile of the Theodosious 
in July 2007’s nose93. 

Before the Wind Investments 193, 
near Krugersdorp, also an Absa-The-
odosiou joint venture, is in a similar 
predicament.

THE IMPACT on mall tenants of the 
financial and legal shenani-
gans has been devastating. Bel 
Air, which promised 25,000sqm 
of “upmarket elegance”, re-

sembles a construction site. Tubing 
and raw masonry lies exposed next to 
shops that are still trading. Every-
where owners and sales assistants 
wait listlessly for clients who never 
come. Very few people shop here.

On the upper level, rows of shops 
stand empty, either because they 
were never occupied or because  

Going...
n Dream Nails (beauty salon): Owner was 
led to expect bustling nightlife and planned 
to invest R2m in a hair salon and coffee shop. 
“They promised me the sun, the moon and the 
stars. I got nothing.” She wants out, but is tied 
to a three-year lease. 
n Adventure Academy (outdoor gear): Owner 
sank his personal savings into the store, the 
first of a chain of six planned. Gross turnover 
can’t cover one salesman’s salary. Wants to 
leave but fears stock will be impounded. 
n Zany Dolls (clothing): Makes R300 a week 
but pays R20,000 a month in rent. Owner 
expected Indian restaurant, gym, cinema, but 
none materialised. “Bel Air is becoming a ghost 
town.” Threatened with legal action when she 
asked to cancel her three-year lease.
n Rawson Properties: First six months the 
mall did marketing and promotions, so busi-
ness was okay. Now it’s slow, yet rent went up 
from R311 to R400 per sqm, plus utilities. The 
mall has no money to fix aircon. Owner spear-
headed rent boycott. “We just wanted a fair 
deal. But all we got was broken promises.”
n Blockbusters (DVDs): Turnover can’t cover 
R37,000 monthly rental and utility bill. Air con-
ditioner doesn’t work but never fixed. Armed 
robbery in broad daylight despite paying for 
security. “We are caught in the crossfire,” says 
owner. Now he wants out. 
n Bel Air Jewellers: Has had two armed 
robberies. Started chain smoking from stress. 
Wants out but tied to three-year lease. 
n Cellsecure (cell phones): Previous tenant 
collapsed last year. No customers and wants 
out. 

Going...
n Cattle Baron: Spent R6m on stylish fittings 
although mall isn’t zoned for restaurant trad-
ing; struggling to make ends meet with trickle 
of diners. 

n Liquor City: No clients; one till working.
n MTN franchise: No customers.
n Clicks: Few customers; battling. 
n Musica: Low turnover; sales assistants sit 
around all day. 
n Wimpy: Few customers; running at a loss; 
staff look bored.
n Reggies: Business slow; want to pack it in.

Gone...
n Royal Rugs (carpets): No customers.  
Employee stabbed because of poor mall 
security. Owner couldn’t cancel the lease so he 
started moving out his stock. “There were sev-
eral robberies during working hours. I couldn’t 
take it anymore.” Security guards escorted him 
back with his last consignment and locked the 
store. He’s never been back. 
n Naughty Company (babies’ clothes): Shop 
locked; tenant gone after trading for two 
months. Previous tenant fled after installing 
shop fittings. 
n Indique Importers (Indonesian furniture): 
Shop locked; tenant left with half the stock.
n Flower Shop: Shop locked; tenant gone; 
premises demolished.
n Cape Town Fish Market: Was open less than 
a month; shop locked; tenant left.
n Engel & Volkers (real estate): Shop locked; 
tenant left. 
n Waffle On (food): Shop locked; tenant fled 
the country.
n Art on Bel Air (art supplies): Shop locked; 
tenant left.
n Greenfields (restaurant): Shop locked;  
tenant left after six months.
n London Pie Company: Shop locked; tenant 
left after four months. 
n St Elmos Pizzeria: Shop locked; tenant left. 
n Go Sushi: Shop locked. Tenant left. 
n Busimax Computers: Shop locked; tenant 
left. 
n Harvey Travel: Shop locked, tenant replaced 
by ethnic hair salon. 

Bel Air’s going concerns
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tenants have fled. Many tried to 
leave with their stock in the middle 
of the night, but were intercepted by 
security staff. Recently a carpet store 
owner was frog-marched back to his 
store by seven armed guards after 
he tried to drive off with some of his 
goods. Like many others his store's 
doors have been chained and locked 
by the guards, and he’s never been 
back.

To preserve the illusion of a func-
tioning shopping mall, which is 
crucial if they want anyone to take it 
off their hands, the Theodosious have 
been scrambling around trying to find 
new tenants for vacated stores. Gen-
erally this has meant trading down, 
at discounted rents. Art shops become 
cheap hair salons.

Original leaseholders, many of 
whom sank their savings into fit-
ting out these stores, signed up for 
exorbitant rentals, convinced it would 
be worth it because of the volume and 
affluence of the expected clientele. Be-
fore signing they were promised the 
mall would have a cinema complex, a 
Virgin Active gym, bustling nightlife, 
a banking quarter and 90% occupan-
cy. None of these have materialised.

“If this mall was running at full 
occupancy the rent wouldn’t be a 
problem,” says DVD store owner 
Sergio Mauricio, one of few remaining 
tenants still paying rent. “But none of 
their promises came true.”

Centre management is another ma-
jor bone of contention. Several tenants 
complain that the air conditioning 
is continually on the blink, and say 
that lapses in security, for which they 
pay R780/month, have resulted in a 
spate of attacks and armed robberies 
in broad daylight, including two at a 
jewellers and one at Furniture City.

“On voting day [in April] there was 
an armed robbery in the morning and 
security was nowhere to be seen,” says 
Mauricio, who’s been robbed himself. 
“When we went with the cops to check 
the security tapes they weren’t even 
recording.”

Zeinab Hoosen, who owns clothing 
store Zany Dolls in Bel Air, experi-
enced it all before at Lone Hill. “There 
the Theodosious promised an Indian 
restaurant, a cinema, the lot,” she 
says. “Only the gym was built.”

Lone Hill’s upper level resembles 
Bel Air’s, with rows of empty pad-
locked stores, and ceilings collapsing 

in some areas. A massage parlour is 
offering discounts: two clients for the 
price of one.

Hoosen was among Lone Hill ten-
ants the Theodosious convinced to 
open another store in Bel Air last 
year, a decision she deeply regrets. “I 
trusted their promises, but Bel Air is 
an absolute disaster.”

Like others desperate to cancel their 
leases, she’s discovered she’s contrac-
tually bound to pay high rents for 
three years, and has signed personal 
surety. “If you ask to cancel you get 
threatening lawyers’ letters.” Despite 
the lawyers’ letters, 40% of Lone 
Hill mall and 60% of Bel Air are now 
vacant.

Many of the remaining tenants have 
now decided to band together and 
organise protest actions to get their 
cause publicised. “While Absa is hav-
ing a pissing contest with the Greek 
boys, we’re caught in the crossfire,” as 
one puts it.

Most of those who’ve stayed can’t 
afford to pay anyway. Now they’re 
getting threatening letters of demand 
for rental arrears from the Theodo-
sious’ property management company, 
Universal Retail Holdings, kept on 

Many houses one home
www.randomstruik.co.za
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by the liquidators to run the proper-
ties. D&T’s Theo van den Heever sees 
nothing wrong in letting the company 
that ran the malls into the ground 
keep their old job. “We deem it prudent 
not to interfere with existing arrange-
ments until we obtain expert advice.”

D&T has appointed property 
consultants JHI to conduct a due 
diligence, with a report expected this 
month. This will include recommenda-
tions on how the mall should be run, 
with or without the Theodosious.

Dimetrys Theodosiou didn’t want to 

discuss the liquidations, or whether 
he believes the brothers are being 
treated unfairly by Absa, who after 
all conducted a due diligence before 
disbursing their massive loans. But he 
promised to respond to detailed ques-
tions, which noseweek looks forward 
to – especially his views on specula-
tion that the brothers intend fleeing 
to Cyprus, where they’ve apparently 
stashed a substantial fortune, if Absa 
successfully liquidates them and 
comes after their Kyalami income and 
personal assets. 

Sold down the Zambezi  
in Pretoria

With tenants up in arms 
and investor returns 
looking doubtful, 
Zambezi Retail Park, 
on Zambesi Drive in 

the Pretoria suburb of Derde-
poort, is becoming a ghost mall. 
If you brave your way past the 
prostitutes, drunken shebeen 
revellers, petty thieves and 
raw sewage spewing onto the 
entrance lane, you’ll find most 
stores closed and empty, with “To 
Let” signs in the windows. 

A far cry from the dream sold 
to investors and tenants a few 
years back when the retail 
park was being built as part of 
a three-phase roll out, touted to 
rival Pretoria’s mega mall, Menlyn 
Park. The sales pitch by Dividend 
Investments was sweet enough to 
persuade over 400, mostly elderly, 
investors to part with R116m to pur-
chase the newly-built mall as part of 
a property syndication scheme. 

Scarcely a year later, Dividend 
Investments was experiencing “cash 
flow” problems and merged with an-
other property investment company, 
City Capital, which would supposed-
ly provide the needed cash. The 
new entity, called Capital Invest-
ments, claimed to be managing 
a combined syndicated property 
portfolio worth R1.2bn. 

“From there it was downhill 
all the way,” says Chris Blaauw, 
former general manager of Dividend 
Investments, and an investor in the 
Zambezi Mall syndication.

For various reasons the rela-
tionship soon soured. The ex-City 
Capital directors discovered 

that the ex-Dividend Investments 
directors had over-sold and over-

promised on financial returns to 
their investor clients – and had used 
investors’ money to make illegal, 
interest-free loans to themselves. The 
auditors were refusing to sign off the 
books and had reported the matter 
to the Financial Services Board (with 
no result).

Dividend Investments CEO 
Etienne Carstens is said to have 
skipped the country to Angola, 
while the remaining directors and 

staff resigned or were fired.
The ex-City Capital directors 

continued, apparently by default, to 
manage the merged portfolio of 

properties. But not for charity. 
The mess, they claimed, justi-

fied upping their management 
fee, so they ended up pocketing 
most of the diminishing rental 
income from the mall. To hide 
this from their investors, they 

raised a mortgage on the property 
and used the loan to subsidise the 
monthly payments to their investors 
– who did not realise that they were 
now consuming their own capital.

A circular distributed by equally con-
troversial financial advisory company 
Avocado Investments claims: “Capital 

Investments set about charging the 
investors huge management fees. Then 

the same directors, now acting in 
their capacity as directors of the 
client property-syndication compa-
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nies, approved these fees.” 
Zambezi Retail Park slumped 

in value. The investors are stuck 
with a white elephant which has 

no potential buyers at any price.  
According to Chris Blaauw the 

retail park is now valued at R70m 
at most; it could be as little as R50m. 

“We haven’t received any return 
on our income, and the prop-
erty is deteriorating. Most of the 

people who invested are pensioners 
who are dependent on it for an income. 
And, in terms of the latest valuations, 
they will be lucky if they recover half 
their original investment.”

Today, the mall is a mess. Tenants 
are going under or moving out; a 
legal war has erupted between some 
tenants and the managers. News 
Café threw in the towel because of 
the raw sewage patrons had to wade 

through and because nothing was 
being done to resolve the centre’s 
problems.

Says Alan van der Westhuizen, 
general manager of the restaurant 
division of Four News Develop-

ments, which franchises News Café: 
“When we signed up we were shown 
plans with the entrance of the centre 
on the main road. It wasn’t to be. Cus-
tomers had to use a back entrance, 
which was a big deterrent.

“Initially there were going to be 
big anchor tenants and a nice mix of 
stores. That too did not happen. And 
there was a big security risk. News 
Café had to spend a lot of money on 
security and on entertainment to 
generate traffic. This was ultimately 
not financially viable.

“You ended up with a whole cen-
tre full of disillusioned tenants who 
had put hard-earned money into an 
investment that came to nothing.” 

Undeterred, Sharemax is devel-
oping a new mega plaza – called 
Zambezi Mall – on the adjacent 
property. Sharemax’s investors have 
put up R900m for the construction, 
persuaded by Sharemax’s assurance 
that it has a pension fund – unnamed 
– lined up and willing to buy the 
completed mall for R1.2bn. This too is 
a syndicated property project involv-
ing the investments of hundreds of 
elderly investors.

Johan van der Vyver, a Pretoria at-
torney representing 14 tenants from 
Zambezi Retail Park, says store own-
ers have been cheated. “When rental 
contracts were concluded certain 
promises were made, including the 
construction of a direct entry from the 
main road, Zambesi Drive,” says Van 
de Vyver. “My clients were promised 
that there would be no competition in 

the vicinity.
“Now Sharemax has started devel-

oping next door, dwarfing our centre. 
The main road entrance wasn’t built. 
[Sharemax’s mall faces a similar 
problem: no direct access is allowed 
onto the passing expressway, Zambesi 
Drive.] The sewerage wasn’t connect-
ed, so the street is full of effluent be-
cause the property has French drains. 
[The same problem awaits the new 
mega mall – on a mega scale: there is 
no municipal sewerage system in the 
area.] Rent was calculated in align-
ment with Menlyn Park because my 
clients were promised that four or five 
new residential developments with 
about 10,000 houses would be built 
in the vicinity. Needless to say this 
hasn’t happened.” 

Van der Vyver is demanding new 
12-month contracts for the tenants he 
represents, with a 50% discount, sub-
ject to promises being met and that  
the centre is cleaned up and effective 
security is provided. 

From an investment perspective, 
it’s not just shareholders who have 
been shafted. Many of the tenants put 
their life savings into the promise of 
a retail park that would bring them 
riches. People like Pieter van Schalk-
wyk, who opened a security store in 
the retail centre. Van Schalkwyk has 
packed up his shop and walked out 
of the centre in protest, losing his 
R800,000 investment.

“My biggest concern was safety,” 
he says. “There is only one entrance 
to the retail park, which is against 
regulations. What happens if there’s 
a fire or chemical spillage or similar 
disaster?

“Though there have been armed 
robberies at the centre, the police 
have been unable to access video 
footage of the incidents. The robbers 
are aware of this and Spar has been 
robbed three or four times. News 
Café was  
frequently the victim of crime.

“When I signed the lease I was 
told that 60% of the tenant mix 
would be national tenants,” says Van 
Schalkwyk. “The only anchor now 
is Spar. News Café has left, McRib 
has lost their franchise, Speedy 
Exhausts is about to leave, while 
Joshua Doore and Computer Corpo-
ration cleared out long ago.”

It’s not just the raw sewage that’s 
causing a stink at Zambezi Retail 
Park. See noseweek’s next issue for 
more about that. 
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Mr Nose recently made 
some interesting discoveries about 
wine drinking in the northern 
provinces, when he crossed the 
Hex River mountains on business.  

Everywhere you go, you’re served the same, common-
ly advertised brands. That’s just so you don’t think 
your hosts have bought some cheap Chinese import,  
because as far as most northerners are concerned there 
are really just two types of wine: red and white. No, 
not true – three. There is also a very popular type of 
chocha mocha, apparently made from burned oak and 
wine – a favourite with the ladies. (It’s set to do for the 
wine market in the 2000s what Lieberstein did for it 
in the 60s.) 

Not a word, anywhere, about exclusive boutique wines.  
So lunch and dinner are rather monotonous affairs, 
with no talk about the wine on the table. Mr Nose was 
so glad to get home! He fondly opened a bottle from his 
small collection of exclusive wines and studied the label;  
studied the nose; savoured the flavour... and phoned a 
friend. (By the way, several readers have asked Mr Nose to 
start a wine club. Sorry, but we can’t, as too often we can 
only trace 25 cases or so of a special wine, and that’s not 
enough for a wine club.) 

Last month Mr Nose followed up on an anonymous 
call which led him to the Goede Hoop Estate of Pieter 
Bestbier. While visiting Pieter’s cool cellar, Mr Nose 
noticed, in a gloomy corner, a forlorn-looking pallet 
with 60 cases. Pieter casually mentioned that it was a 
1997 Cabernet Sauvignon – which rang a bell. Wasn’t 
this wine voted one of the top 10 reds of the decade?  
And that was a roaring success at the Nederburg wine 
auction in 2003? Yes! 

A deal was struck and a bottle immediately 
opened. Fantastic. Unbelievable for a 12-year-old.  
A bottle was sent to Bill Cooper-Williams, noseweek’s 
independent wine taster. His comments: Colour: 
Nice dark centre showing browning at edges. Nose: 
Full, earthy, berry nose. Nuances of violets, beetroot 
and cloves. Tannins firm. Good balance. Palate: Very 

dry; full in mouth. Earthy, slight nuance of tobacco, 
firm fruit, spicy. A mouth full of pleasure! Can still 
keep two to three years. Bill awarded it 16 out of 20. 

The beauty of this wine lies in the low alcohol content 
of 12,5 %. What a relief to be able to enjoy a whole 
bottle without repercussions of the sort you some-
times get from a 15% wine. It reminded Mr Nose 
of the days when KWV Roodeberg came with low  
alcohol and a beautiful label. In the 90s alcohol  
content went haywire. Any readers out there who 
share Mr Nose’s appreciation for low-alcohol quality 
wine – now’s the time to get some. 

We will supply you with a six-bottle case of Goede 
Hoop Cabernet Sauvignon 1997 for R595 (delivered 
anywhere in SA). This offer qualifies noseweek for non-
profit-organisation status. To order; have your credit 
card handy, then go to www.noseweek.co.za, click on 
the wine ad – and follow the instructions from there. 

Once it arrives, remember the rule – drink half now, 
keep half to build up that small exclusive cellar with 
wines you’re not supposed to know, for Christmas 
and New Year. Remember, 1997 is described in the 
SA Wine Industry Directory as “an exceptionally cool  
season. Lengthy ripening produced elegant wines”.  
That is exactly what you get in Goede Hoop Cabernet 
1997. A tip: the “1997” is printed very small on the label,  
so it wouldn’t do any harm to mention it at the  
table. Then sit back and enjoy the ensuing  
conversation.

PS: If you really want to do some-
thing special for your friends, and 
have a fun evening, phone Bill 
Cooper-Williams and let him 
arrange a real wine tasting 
for you. He enjoys it too. 
He qualified as a Cape 
Wine Master back in 
1986. Phone Bill on 
071 678 4826.

Unless you’re into chocha mocha...

Place your order at www.noseweek.co.za
or phone 021 686 0570
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the mayoral committee of the DA-control-
led Cape Town city council has refused 
to make public a report it commis-
sioned on the desecration of Gordon’s 
Bay’s old “coloured” cemetery. How-

ever, the single paragraph of the report that 
the city has allowed noseweek to see con-
firms various damning revelations made in 
the original story on the matter, published 
in nose109. 

The council’s insistance on keeping the full 
report under wraps, however, lends credence 
to the suggestion in nose109 that then DA 
councillor Anton Fuchs oversaw the “clear-
ance”, rezoning and sale of the cemetery land 
to a local property developer. 

Fuchs, once a senior provincial NP man, 
was elected as New National Party city coun-
cillor in 1994. He became a DA city council-
lor when the NND amalgamated with the 
DP to form the new party – but jumped ship 
to the ANC during a floor-crossing “window” 
prior in 2004. (His opponents in the DA sug-
gest this was when he learned that he would 
not be nominated for re-election by the DA 
in the election scheduled to take place later 
that year.) 

His presence at the DA’s table at the Gor-
don’s Bay voting station on election day, sug-
gests he cosied up the DA again in the 2009 
elections. 

Gordon’s Bay DA supporters are now whis-
pering that if the party fields Fuchs as a ward 
candidate in the next municipal elections, the 
party will lose the ward – such is the antago-
nism to a man apparently infamous for non-
delivery (and, possibly, racial insensitivity).   

Helen Zille, when still mayor of Cape Town, 
ordered an official investigation into the matter 
shortly before the original noseweek story ap-
peared. Some five months later Zille’s spokes-
person, Robert Macdonald, called noseweek to 
say that private consultants had confirmed 
that sections of the prestigious Harbour Island 
apartment development had indeed been built 
on land that had previously formed part of the 
cemetery, and that graves had indeed been un-
lawfully dug up.

Councillor Gerhard Ras, delegated to co-
ordinate the city’s investigation, then emailed 
noseweek a single paragraph (no 5) of the iKapa 

Enviro-plan Consultants’ report. This 
declares that the subdivision of the land 
sold to the developer of Harbour Island 
“was based on an incorrect assumption 
that the visual absence of grave mounds 
represented vacant cemetery area”. 

The party who made the “incorrect 
assumption” is not identified in the 
short extract, nor is it explained why 
we should accept that it was an inno-
cent assumption, rather than simply 
a disregard for the coloured dead and 
their families

It does, however, go on to say that the 
assumption, of itself, should not have 
led to the subdivision, which would 
have required “a prescribed cemetery 
closure procedure, removal of title re-
strictions application, rezoning, etc., 
including a requirement that affected 
persons and communities be notified 
thereof”.

Noseweek was getting ready to send 
flowers and a big thank-you card to Ms 

DA sits on Gordon’s Bay 
cemetery report

Controversial former councillor Anton Fuchs cosied  up to the 
DA at the 2009 election

Councillor Sheeham Simms with relatives of dead whose remains were illegally removed from the cemetery

Are there 
indications 
of  ‘financial 

generosity’ on  
the part of 

developers?
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Zille for going the extra ten yards, when 
word came that the mayoral commit-
tee thought the public (and especially 
a certain investigative journal?) might 
misunderstand the full report. Council-
lor Ras told noseweek: “The report re-
mains confidential until such time as 
the true facts regarding the violation 
of the graves at the Gordon’s Bay cem-
etery have been established”.

Now whenever noseweek doesn’t have 
the “true facts”, we simply ask more 
questions – or repeat the old ones. But 
the council weren’t interested. Did the 
report implicate anyone in particular? 
No response. Would Mr Ras comment 
on the rumour circulating in the coun-
cil that the Ikapa report cost the city 
around R2m? Ditto.

So no point, then, in asking if the 
consultants looked into how the subdi-
vision of the cemetery had been justi-
fied by the DA sub-council at the time. 
Or whether the developer and/or his 
associates had shown “financial gener-
osity” to the party before or since. 

Noseweek was about to abandon hope 
of getting closer to the truth, when an 
email arrived from Alexander Acavalos – 
the same Acavalos who some years back 
somehow gained possession of a prime 
council-owned property on the Gordon’s 
Bay beachfront – it now accommodates 
a popular Spur steakhouse – for the lu-
dicrously low rental of R10 per month. 
His email confirmed this, but asserted 
that the rental is “a nominal amount set 
to establish the leasehold security for 
the municipality”. 

Acavalos claims that he “bought” the 
leasehold agreement from a previous 
lessee, a “Mr De Larey”, and explains 
that, when he took over the lease, the 
property was “a beach tavern adjoining 
a third-rate ablution block”. (The only 
lease document that could be traced 
names only Mr Acavalos and his cc.)

Acavalos goes on: “It must be borne 
in mind that it is private development 
capital that encourages progress. If it 
wasn’t for that, Gordon’s Bay would 
have been left with many eyesores. 

“My Spur restaurant would still [be] 
a dilapidated old building right on one 
of South Africa’s prime beaches, hous-
ing a toilet block in such a state of 
disrepair it actually became a health 
hazard. 

“Similarly if it wasn’t for my co-de-
veloper and partner Mr De La Fon-
taine, where Harbour Island stands 
today, with 600 prestigious units, there 
would still [be] an unsightly sewerage 
farm right on the beachfront.”

Sewerage farm? Others thought it 
was the cemetery where their loved 
ones are or were buried.

So, has Alexander Acavalos got toi-
lets on the brain? Or is he echoing 
what the council might have declared 
at the time of the subdivision? 

Either way, thank you Mr Acavalos – 
city investigators now know where to 
ask, should they indeed wish, as they 
say they do, to establish the wherea-
bouts of the bones illegally excavated 
from the graves. 
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Noseweek has previously described the story of Cape 
attorneys Fairbridges and the serial thief they long 
employed in their trust department, Noorjehan Ab-
bass, as unbelievable. Now we have been shocked 
to learn that Ms Abbass may have been murdered. 
Her body was discovered near Zeekoevlei, Cape 
Town, on 13 May. 

According to unconfirmed reports, she was 
bound or handcuffed. She had for years done 
the accounts for various trusts administered by 
Fairbridges, stealing millions in the process.  Only a 
month before her death, R2m was recovered when 
the Goodwood house she bought and renovated 
with the money was sold. The firm itself has drawn a 
veil of secrecy over the whole affair.  

Noorjehan Abbass
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It sounded too good to be 
true: clear fly-fishing 
waters, unparalleled 
scuba diving reefs, 
snorkling, serene bird-

watching by day and star-
gazing at night. Above all, 
the “peace and serenity” 
of an unspoiled beach life-
style. All this was on offer 
by developer Conrad Preto-
rius to purchasers of beach-
front stands at his Paradise 
Palms development in rural 
Mozambique.

High profile Pam Golding 
Properties was given an ex-
clusive mandate to sell the 
23 plots that were the first 
phase of a planned six-phase 
development, with a total of 
148 stands along a 25km 
strip of land that is backed 
by an estuary and faces the 
sea, near Quissico, some 
100km south of Inhambane.

The equally high profile 
Nelspruit law firm of Du 
Toit-Smuts & Mathews Pho-
sa Inc. (chairman Mathews 
Phosa, treasurer-general of 
the ANC) was appointed to hold purchasers’ money in its 
trust account.

Pam Golding Properties put Paradise Palms onto its 
website that listed a fast-growing selection of buys in  
Mozambique. Some 20 purchasers duly signed on the dot-
ted line for beach sites in phase one at Paradise Palms. 
But by the end of last year the project had ground to a halt 
and Pam Golding Properties had a considerable amount of 

egg on its face. 
It had emerged that Con-

rad Pretorius, a South Afri-
can living in Mozambique, 
doesn’t have rights to the 
land that his Zveee View 
Limitada company has been 
offering at Paradise Palms. 
And the estimated R10m in 
purchasers’ money depos-
ited in the trust funds of 
Du Toit-Smuts & Mathews 
Phosa, and a second law 
firm in Mozambique, has 
been spirited away.

One of the investors, Jo-
hannesburg commercial 
property developer Mark 
McKenzie, teamed up with 
three friends to buy a 1.5ha 
stand at Paradise Palms. 
“We paid for the land first, 
roughly R500,000, and then 
we would have paid for the 
development of a house in 
tranches thereafter – anoth-
er R1.5m,” he says.

“In the documentation 
handed to us by Pam Gold-
ing Properties there is an 
official-looking document 

which alludes to 40ha of land which is owned and control-
led by Zveee View Lda. The document affirms ownership 
of land.”

Around June last year, says McKenzie, strange stories 
started emerging. “The developer had run out of money; 
his wife had beetled off with the loot. We then discovered 
there was no money left in the two attorneys’ trust ac-
counts. Both of them had been cleaned out – possibly R3m 

Paradise Lost

What seemed like a dream 
holiday house development 
in Mozambique has turned 

into a nightmare 

Pam Golding artist’s impression of a Paradise Palms house

Map of the development  taken from Pam Golding’s website
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in Mozambique and R7m in Nels-
pruit.”

A meeting of the stand buyers was 
held at the Hurlingham home of busi-
nessman Mike McNeil. A Mozambique 
lawyer was there, as well as a man de-
scribed by one and all only as “a Mo-
zambique national”. The Mozambican 
duo delivered a bombshell message: 
Zveee View Lda doesn’t own the Para-
dise Palms land; Conrad Pretorius has 
no control over the land; the investors 
therefore don’t own their stands or the 
houses that some of them had started 
building on them.

Says McKenzie: “This Mozambique 
national told us that he controls the 
land. Now we’re being put over a 
barrel by this fellow. He says: ‘Pay 
an additional R2.5m to me and you 
can have it’. I suspect the developer  
[Conrad Pretorius] and this Mozam-
bique guy are in cahoots.”

In fact, as explained in nose113,  
under Mozambican law, only the state 
officially owns land, and leasehold is 
granted to developers only after due 
process (and, presumably, due “sweet-
ening”). In Mozambique “ownership” 
of land is far from a straightforward 
matter of handing cash to an owner.

The investors have formed a home 
owners’ association with Mike Mc-
Neil as chairman. “We all feel strong-
ly about Pam Golding’s role in this,” 
says McNeil. “They sent us a letter 
that was completely pathetic, saying 
they’re agents, they’ve got nothing to 
do with this, they’ve done their bit.

“But they haven’t. They haven’t 
investigated whether that land was 
actually owned by the developer or 
not. We’re at a very sensitive point in 
our negotiations. We have to get these 
people in Mozambique to sign a docu-
ment. Then we pay them off in order 
to get our property back. We’re pre-
pared to pay the R2.5m [R2m to the 
Mozambican and R500,000 for legal 
fees] over and above what we’ve all 
paid in, to get rid of the problem.”

Pam Golding Properties denies it 
was remiss about the land and the 
rights at Paradise Palms. Says spokes-
person Chris Immelman: “According 
to the facts we ascertained, and docu-
ments we obtained (which include 
the required certification from the 
Mozambican government registry), 
Zveee View has the rights required 
for the development and for the sale 
of units to the public.

Immelman continues: “We became 
aware of the disputes between Zveee 

View and purchasers, and, although 
we were not obliged to do so, we made 
every effort to facilitate the resolution 
of those disputes. We have at no stage 
had any control over trust monies, be-
cause the developer and the purchas-
ers elected in the sale agreements 
said that the monies would be dealt 
with by the attorneys.

“We take the view that we are not 
liable to the purchasers and we have 
put that view on record.” 

Paradise Palms developer Conrad 
Pretorius was introduced to Du Toit-
Smuts & Mathews Phosa, the largest 
law practice in Mpumalanga, by his 
sister Mrs Marinda Bolt, who works 
there as a secretary. Mathews Phosa, 
who came on board in 2001, remains 
its chairman, in addition to his work 
as treasurer-general of the ANC. 

Founding member Adriaan Smuts 
tells noseweek: “None of the purchas-
ers in the [Paradise Palms] develop-
ment were clients of our firm. All the 
contracts between the purchasers and 
the developer were drawn by a firm 
of attorneys in Mozambique, MGA –  
Advogados & Consultores.

“We received the ‘purchase price’ 
and/or development costs from the 
purchasers in trust on behalf of our 
client, the developer, and these were 
paid out and disbursed as per instruc-
tion from the developer. We cannot 

disclose the amounts so received and/
or disbursed, as that information is 
privileged.

“We can state that we were led to 
believe that MGA attorneys and the 
Pam Golding agency in Mozambique 
investigated the developer’s rights 
into the property in question.”

Smuts says that his firm has been 
informed by an attorney acting for 
the purchasers “that a Mozambique  
national who is a director of Zveee 
View Limitada now claims ownership 
of a portion of the land developed by 
the developer”.

He confirms that Marinda Bolt  
introduced her brother Conrad Pre-
torius to the firm, but will not allow 
noseweek to interview her. “She’s em-
ployed by this firm and any questions 
must be directed to us.”

Where might we contact their  
client, Mr Pretorius? “We understand 
he’s in Mozambique at the fateful de-
velopment, where he can be reached,” 
replies Smuts. Could they kindly  
provide his phone number or email 
address? No response.

Is Mathews Phosa aware of the sit-
uation regarding the firm’s trust ac-
count? This question draws an angry 
response: “We take exception against 
the innuendo contained in your last 
email ... and wish to categorically 
state that our trust account always 
has been maintained in a responsible 
manner in terms of the law.”  

NEED TO CATCH  
A SNAKE?
Africa’s premier 
snake catchers
(We’re not bad at sharks either) 

Mercantile Investigation
Litigation support
Recoveries &  
resolutions

Tel: +27+83 357 8555 
mark@vumbu.com

An estimated 
R10m in 

purchasers’ 
money 

deposited 
in the trust 
funds has 
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away
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Last month’s auction, amidst a 
swill of champagne and hype, 
of 133 paintings said to belong 
to the personal art collection 
of slain mining tycoon and con 

man extraordinaire Brett Kebble, 
was not to be missed – at least not 

by noseweek. 
The full-colour 
catalogue’s title 
begins “The 
Highly Impor-
tant Auction of 
the Prestigious 
Art Collection 
of...”.  

Senior execu-
tives from Keb-
ble’s old fief-
dom, JCI, were 
also in attend-
ance, driven 
by much the 
same suspicion 
and curiosity. 
Bingo! Wander-

ing around the pre-auction viewing 
at Summer Place, one-time home of 
colourful Italian oil shyster Marino 
Chiavelli, the JCI crew recognised a 
number of paintings that had once 
adorned the walls at JCI, as part of 
the corporation’s decades-old art col-
lection.

As equally colourful auctioneer 
Graham Britz, of Graham’s Fine Art, 
was announcing that sales at the 7 
May auction had achieved a grand 
total of R53.8m (inclusive of buyer’s 
premium), JCI chief executive Peter 
Gray was telling noseweek that he is 
ordering a forensic investigation to 
track down the provenance of suspect 

paintings sold at the auc-
tion.

“Previously, nobody 
ever really knew what 
was Brett Kebble’s art 
and what was JCI’s,” 
says Gray. “But now 
we have the auction 
catalogue, we have 
found that people at 
JCI recognise several 
as having once hung 
in our building. They 
always took it for 
granted that these 
belonged to the 
company.”

Gray says that 
a forensic inves-
tigator will follow the 
audit trail of the suspect items and 
secure invoices issued at their point of 
purchase. “We’ve become very inter-
ested to see if they ever went through 
our books. If they did, we will issue 
summons and claim [the amount that 
each item went for at auction] from 
the liquidators.”

Kebble’s insolvent deceased estate 
faces R2bn-worth of claims from credi-
tors. We put it to one of the trustees, 
Hans Klopper, that paintings belong-
ing to JCI were auctioned as part of 
Kebble’s personal collection. “That’s a 
bit of a loose way of putting it,” said 
Klopper. “Through the assistance of 
forensic accountants, we determined 
the source of payment for each paint-
ing. It might have been part of the 
corporate collection, but technically 
it was paid for out of his estate, and 
therefore forms a part of the estate. 
That is the only criterion: who paid 

for the paint-
ing.”

In an astonish-
ing admission, 
Klopper adds: 
“Maybe it was 
paid for indirectly 
by ill-gotten gain. 
Let’s assume that 
he [Kebble] got his 

hands onto ill-gotten 
gains, which we all 

know is common cause. The 
fact that the origin of the funds was 
JCI or other people’s coffers is irrel-
evant. The fact of the matter is the 
final payments for the paintings were 
made out of his banking account.”

Did any of the 133 works you auc-
tioned come from the JCI collection? 
we asked auctioneer Graham Britz. 
“They’re all part of the Kebble estate,” 
maintains 48-year-old Britz. “There 
was never a clear understanding as to 
what belonged to the corporations and 
what belonged to Kebble. 
There were negotiations 
with the various mining 
houses; there was a little 
settlement with Rand-
gold on one of the Battiss 
works, for example. So 
we went and collected 
the work there.”

There’s gold in  
them thar oils

Brett Kebble, alert to self-enrichment 
opportunities, may have gutted the JCI 

art collection treasures and replaced 
them with low-value works

Stanley Pinker’s Trapeze in 
the Sky

Above:  Pieter 
Wenning’s Still Life 

with Bottle, Vase 
and Blooms; left: 

Brett Kebble

            THE KEBBLE ART AUCTION
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Roger Kebble, father of the late 
Brett, says he has no views about the 
auction. “It’s stuff that’s been confis-
cated by the liquidators and they’re 
selling it,” he says. “To my mind all of 
that art belonged to Brett. I think the 
corporate stuff was sorted out inde-
pendently.”

But then again, maybe not. Mark 
Read of Everard Read Gallery sold 
many paintings to Brett Kebble, and 
he recalls with a shudder the “hop-
ping and skipping” that went on over 
the invoicing for each Kebble pur-
chase. “We had so much trouble; about 
nine different invoices per picture,” 
says Read. “They had to be invoiced to 
a company, then he’d say no, do it to 
another.

“Finally the invoices went to either 
him or JCI, though there were other 
little companies that came up now 
and then. I just remember having to 
keep my wits about me in case we 
involved the wrong people. He was 
always changing his mind. I finally 
couldn’t take the phone-calling, so 
didn’t do any business with him for 

the last couple of years of his life.”
Read says he has kept the Kebble 

invoices, but after noseweek told him 
that JCI, for one, would be fascinated 
to examine them he declared that 
his business with clients was con-
fidential and the invoices would be 
destroyed.

All of the one-time Kebble com-
panies – JCI, Western Areas and 
Randgold – had their own art collec-
tions; JCI’s had been in existence for 
decades before Kebble arrived on the 
scene. “Kebble inherited quite a big 
portfolio of art when he arrived in 
1997,” says Gray. “Back in the 1980s 
and 1990s JCI was a big supporter of 
Battiss, for whose paintings we paid 
about R200 a piece. We paid R200 for 
a Pemba, too – which we’ve still got. 
Kebble bought a lot more.” 

Gray has a theory that Kebble, 
ever alert to some new self-enrich-
ment possibility, may have gutted 
the JCI collection of its increasingly-

valuable treasures and replaced them 
with low-value works. “You do a swap 
and take out the one that has become 
enormously valuable. There are so 
many tricks he could have used.” 

By the time valuer Antony Wiley 
was brought in to price the JCI col-
lection in 2006, there was little left. 
Wiley, says Gray, considered that in 
many cases the frames were worth 
more than the paintings.  

“I don’t think we have more than 20 
pieces of reasonable value left,” says 
Gray. Today these are kept locked 
away at JCI head office in Sandton, 
although the chief executive has a 
couple by John Meyer, the celebrated 
portrait and landscape painter, hang-
ing in his office.

Kebble’s trustees “reclaimed” a 
couple of pictures from the collection 
of Western Areas. “We came to an 
arrangement because they could pro-
duce proof of payment for certain of 
the items, and on certain of the items 
they could not,” says Klopper. He says 
the two paintings that were handed 
over were a Battiss and a Purser.

Left to right:  Pieter Wenning’s Riverbank, Newlands;  Green Point 
Lighthouse attributed to Thomas Bowler; and detail from Village Scene 
with Elders by George Pemba
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Noseweek has identified three paint-
ings that in 2006 were hanging on 
the walls of JCI’s corporate collection, 
and which were sold as part of Keb-
ble’s private collection at last month’s 
auction. They are a massive (184 x 
182cm) Walter Battiss, The Drought 
Breaks, The People of Zookfontein, 
which fetched a hammer price of 
R420,000; George Pemba’s Dancing 
and Singing Figures, which went for 
R280,000; and another Pemba, Vil-
lage Scene with Elders, which went 
for R450,000. Whether The Drought 
Breaks was the Battiss handed back 
in the “arrangement” with Western 
Areas, Klopper could not say.

Scratching around in this decidedly 
murky scene, noseweek then discov-
ered that 10 of Kebble’s paintings had 
in fact quietly been put up for sale 
at Graham’s Fine Art back in March 
2006, six months after Kebble’s death. 

The 2006 exhibition was called  
Between Foothold and Flight, and 
there was no ballyhoo, no braying 
that here was your chance to acquire 
a part of Brett Kebble’s famed collec-
tion. The 10 were distributed ran-
domly (tucked away you might say) 
throughout the exhibition’s 116-page 
catalogue. 

The 10 included such gems as 
Pemba’s Village Scene with Elders; 
two works by Battiss: the hitherto 
mentioned The Drought Breaks and 
Reflections in a River; Pieter Wen-
ning’s Riverbank, Newlands and Still 
Life with Bottle, Vase and Blooms; 
Stanley Pinker’s Trapeze in the Sky; 
and Volschenk’s The Valley of the 
Kaffirkuils. All 10 reappeared at last 
month’s auction, where nine sold, 
fetching a collective hammer price of 
R3.9m.

We asked Graham Britz to explain 
how they came to feature in his 2006 
exhibition. “I don’t see the relevance 
of that,” he began, clearly embar-

rassed by the question.
Who put them up for sale 

then? Finally Britz gives 
the answer: it was Kebble’s 
widow, Ingrid, who tried to 
sell those 10 paintings back 
in 2006. But, says Britz, the 
trustees of Kebble’s insolvent 
estate pounced before the 
sale, informing him that the 
pictures were part of Kebble’s 
estate. “They were withdrawn 
from sale,” says Britz.

It seems that after that epi-
sode Britz formed an alliance 

with the trustees. In “the interests 
of the estate”, and at the request of 
the trustees, he says he stored and 
insured the 10 paintings, and “worked 
with the forensic auditors to find the 
missing works that could be with 
other dealers or friends”. 

Which brings us back to last 
month’s auction and the little mat-
ter of Lots 85 and 86: two works by 
the much-acclaimed Maggie Laubser, 
Portrait of a Young Boy and Portrait 
of a Man. Not many at the auction 
realised that originally these two 
oil paintings were back to back on a 
single board, although Liz Delmont’s 
catalogue blurb does state that the 
portraits were “painted on two sides 
of the same piece of board. They have 
now been separated into two inde-
pendent works”. 

Asked about this back-to-back busi-
ness, and when the board was split, 
auctioneer Britz says: “I wouldn’t 
know that, actually. They’ve always 
been separate as far as I know.” 

When the paintings were back to 
back on a single piece of board, they 
belonged to the late journalist Denis 
Godfrey and his wife (100 years old 
on 13 June). They had acquired the 
board from the artist. In October 1997 
Stephan Welz & Co, in association 
with Sotheby’s, sold it for R6800.

The work ended up at Meyer Grob-
belaar’s Stellenbosch Art Gallery, and 
it was Grobbelaar who asked Somer-
set West restorer Peter Spence to split 
the paintings. 

“It’s a very tricky procedure, but if 
you’re looking at the prices of these 
things it becomes worthwhile because 
you end up with two for the price of 
one,” says Spence. You literally slice 
through the layers of the board with a 
scalpel.”

Grobbelaar says that it was in the 
late 90s that he sold the now sepa-
rate works of art to Graham Britz, 

for around R45,000 for the two. Britz 
presumably sold the pair to Kebble 
and at last month’s auction he put a 
top estimate of R700,000 for the Boy 
and R600,000 for the Man. The Boy 
went for R450,000. Although Britz 
opened the bidding for the Man at 
a hopeful R300,000, there were no 
takers – unsurprisingly for this dull 
work, which Laubser hadn’t signed, 
and had clearly rejected by painting a 
new picture on the reverse.

Last, but not least, among the party 
tricks that accompanied the auction, 
is one that may surprise the new 
owner of Lot 21, the oil-on-canvas 
Green Point Lighthouse, advertised as 
the creation of Thomas Bowler. The 
undated, unsigned painting, which 
had been extensively restored, fetched 
R150,000. But Bowler, a watercolour 
artist who came to South Africa in 
1834 as a footman to the Royal As-
tronomer at the Cape of Good Hope, 
didn’t paint this picture. 

When Lighthouse was last seen 
in public, at auction in 1996, it was 
declared to be by landscape painter 
and explorer Thomas Baines, well 
known for his pictures of the Victoria 
Falls. The painting was auctioned for 
R130,000 by Stephan Welz, as part 
of the Mostertsdrift collection. Welz 
confirms that the paintings are one 
and the same.

Graham Britz has done handsomely 
out of last month’s auction. Graham’s 
Fine Art collects 10% plus VAT from 
the buyer (buyer’s premium). There is 
also a seller’s premium, a percentage 
of the hammer price, payable in this 
case by the Kebble estate. Noseweek 
has established that this is also 10%, 
giving Graham’s Fine Art 20% of 
the auction’s hammer-price total of 
around R48.2m – a handy R9.6m. 

There remains a small question: 
who gets billed for the R5m-worth of 
razzmatazz that preceded the sale?

And it has long been rumoured in 
Johannesburg art circles that the 
cream of the Kebble/JCI corporate 
collections – the best of the Laubsers, 
Prellers and Battisses – was spir-
ited off to London shortly after Brett 
Kebble’s death, to be discreetly sold 
beyond the reach of the trustees of 
his estate. South African art does well 
in the UK these days – in February 
Maggie Laubser’s Indian girl with 
poinsettias fetched £276,000 (R3.5m) 
at a Bonhams auction; Alexis Prel-
ler’s Still Life with crocodile fetched 
£132,000 (R1.7m).  

Two Maggie Laubser faces: the portraits were  originally back 
to back on the same board
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‘Myn verdwyn!’ (mine be 
gone!) is the battle cry 
across the Moutonshoek 
valley on the Cape West 
Coast, where the entire 

community is in revolt against a plan 
to dig a huge open-cast tungsten mine 
that would spell doom for their pros-
perous agricultural settlement.

And since Moutonshoek is not only 
spectacularly beautiful, but can also 
boast that it has no unemployment or 
crime, no poverty or social tensions, no 
housing shortage, no prostitution or 
tik, and that all the kids are in school, 
there’s a lot to fight for.

The community, as well as inde-
pendent experts, and even govern-
ment officials, say the mine, with its 
slag heaps, slimes dams, blasting, 
dust, water demand, chemical process-
ing plant and heavy vehicles running 
24/7 will render the area completely 
unsuitable for farming. And when the 
operation shuts down after 20 years 
or less, the fertile land will have been 
degraded to a sterile, toxic environ-
ment beyond rehabilitation. 

It’s not just the people of Mouton-
shoek who stand to lose. So do the 
farmers, workers and residents who 
live along the Krom Antonie river, the 
perennial and pristine water source 

which meanders from the valley 
through highly productive farmland 
all the way to the coastal flats, where 
it provides 60% of the fresh water 
flowing into the internationally pro-
tected Ramsar Verlorenvlei wetland at 
Elandsbaai.

So, bearing in mind that the country 
is facing a water crisis, food shortages, 
massive unemployment and a wet-
land emergency (never mind that our 
constitution guarantees all citizens 
a healthy environment and that we 
have Acts of Parliament to back it up), 
who in their right mind would ap-
ply for a licence to prospect, let alone 
mine, in Moutonshoek?

Or perhaps the application isn’t that 
crazy, given the enthusiasm shown 
by the Department of Minerals and 
Energy for mining in other unsuit-
able places, like the Wild Coast dunes 
(noses94&97) and Mpumalanga grass-
lands (nose110).

Especially if you happen to be as 
well connected as major diamond 
dealer Trevor Pikwane and former 
Kimberley municipal manager 
Phemelo Sehunelo, the men behind 
Bongani Minerals (Pty) Ltd. But, 
as happened with Xolobeni Sands 
and Wakkerstroom, both the mining 
company and the department seem to 

OUT DAMNED MINE!
An entire 

community on the 
Cape West Coast 
has united to fight 
plans for an open 
cast mine which 
would destroy 

their rural way of 
life, writes Hilary 

Venables
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have underestimated the strength of 
local feeling. 

When Bongani sent a team to Mou-
tonshoek in April, as part of the man-
datory public consultation process, 
the meeting had to be moved from the 
schoolhouse to a barn to accommodate 
the hundreds of angry objectors, some 
of whom had come from as far away 
as Verlorenvlei. Bongani’s environ-
mental consultant, Aubrey Withers, 
was repeatedly heckled by locals who 
said he was wasting his time because 
they would never accept any form of 
mining in their valley, ever. “Hoe kan 
jy slaap in die aande?” (How can you 
sleep at night?”) one objector asked.

Withers was jeered and accused of 
lying when he said he did not know 
how much water the mine would use. 
When he tried to reassure the crowd 
that the land would be rehabilitated 
after the mine closed, he was chal-
lenged to produce one example of 
where such rehabilitation had been 
successful.

Mining company representative 
Johannes van der Walt and business 
consultant Dr Jonathan Bloom got 
equally short shrift when they tried to 
make a case for employment opportu-
nities.

Members of the audience said that, 
contrary to Bloom’s findings, there 
was a labour shortage in the valley – 
not an unemployment problem. In any 
case, the mine would provide fewer 
than 400 jobs for locals, while the 
farms employ more than 500 perma-
nent staff and 600 seasonal workers. 

Dr Bloom was forced to admit that 
he had never been to the valley before, 
and was unable to answer the women 
who asked what would happen to 
them, since all the mining jobs were 
for men.

All the delegation could say was 
that the community’s concerns would 
be addressed as the application pro-
ceeded.

This was scant comfort to the crowd 
who have had enough dealings with 
Bongani to make them wary of its 
bona fides.

For this is not the first time the 
company has tried to get its hands 
on Moutonshoek tungsten. It made 
its first application, for a prospecting 
licence, in September 2005. But the 
process was flawed from the outset. 
Instead of being informed by means of 
a Section 10 Notice from the regional 
manager of Minerals and Energy, as 
required by law, the affected land-

owners got the news in a letter from 
Bongani.

They submitted their initial objec-
tions to the department a month 
later, but got no response from the 
authorities. Instead it was Bongani 
which took it upon itself to inform the 
landowners that they’d missed the 
deadline for submissions. 

But as the landowners pointed out, 
the law allows objectors 30 days from 
the issuing of a Section 10 notice and 
no such notice was issued. Realising 
that the locals were going to get  
awkward, Bongani sent consultant  
geologist An Cornelissen to the valley 

to try to persuade them of the benefits 
to the area of an open-cast mine.

After driving around trying to whip 
up support among the labourers,  
Cornelissen went to meet the land-
owners in an attempt to win them 
over. Judging by the minutes of the 
meeting kept by the landowners, he 
went about things in a very odd way. 

First, he told the assembled farm-
ers the mine would be “the size of 
Phalaborwa” (apparently the widest 
man-made hole in Africa). Then he 
said that the Olifants, Berg and Krom 
Antonie rivers would all have to be 
dammed to supply the mine with 
water.  

“Mr Cornelissen said that the 
government would have to do it, as 
tungsten was a strategic mineral. He 
said that in fact all irrigation farm-
ing from Moutonshoek to Elands 
Bay and Clanwilliam to Vredendal 
would cease, as all the water would be 
needed for the proposed mine.”

The farmers, already aghast, were 
even more shocked when Cornelis-
sen began speaking to them in the 
language of another era. According to 
the minutes, the geologist said that 
if the farmers didn’t agree, he would 
get support from “those lazy workers 
like Jan for example, that [sic] does a 
bad job, and you guys have many of 
them that’s [sic] really quite useless, 

Racehorses,  wine and rooibos are among Moutonshoek’s  foreign currency earners

An Agriculture 
official said 

that the mining 
application was 

a shambles
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because he is really quite slow and 
lazy. He is perfect for driving my 
bulldozer. I’ll offer him R4,000 per 
month”. 

The minutes continue: “[Cornelis-
sen] said such people would support 
his application and thus the govern-
ment would simply expropriate the 
land. The owners in the application 
area would be remunerated and the 
adjacent farmers would simply have 
to leave without remuneration as, 
in his opinion, farming in the entire 
valley would not be possible because 
of the dust.” 

Not surprisingly, the meeting 
didn’t go Cornelissen’s way. One of 
the farmers present was Bennie van 
der Merwe, whose property is adja-
cent to the proposed mining site. Van 
der Merwe, who breeds racehorses, 
grows citrus and is also the local 
vet, has found himself thrust to the 
forefront of local opposition by virtue 
of being the son of a former advocate.

“Like everyone else, I’d rather be 
running my practice and looking af-
ter my farm than spending my time 
fighting this mine. But what choice 
do we have?”

After the meeting with Cornelis-
sen, Van der Merwe went directly to 
the provincial authorities. He spoke 
to officials at all four departments 
directly concerned – Minerals and 
Energy, Agriculture, Water Affairs 
and Environmental Affairs – and 
met a lot of sympathy among ordi-
nary officials. Someone at Minerals 
advised him to fight “tooth and nail”; 
another at Agriculture described 
Bongani’s application as “a sham-
bles”. An official at Water Affairs 
complained that her department had 
not been approached for comment.

Even the top Minerals and Energy 
man in the province, then regional 
manager of Mineral Affairs Sipho 
Ndlovu, told Van der Merwe a “grave 
error” had been made, and promised 
to look into it.

Nothing happened for months. 
Then, in January 2006, Van der 
Merwe was summoned to a meeting 
of the Regional Mining Development 
Committee – a cross-departmental 
body which is obliged to consider all 
objections to mining applications. Van 
der Merwe and another farmer, Kosie 
van Niekerk, presented their case, 
including the minutes of the Cornelis-
sen meeting, which raised a number of 
eyebrows.

Afterwards, officials from various 

departments told the farmers that the 
situation was “out of control” and ad-
vised Van der Merwe to “get a lawyer”.

A lawyer was duly consulted and a 
legal letter dispatched to the DME.

Nothing was heard for months. 
Then suddenly, to their delight, the 
objectors were informed, via a third 
party, that Bongani’s application had 
been rejected.

But a few months later, the mining 
company was back with another appli-
cation. In a sudden attack of trans-
parency and procedural correctness, 
Bongani called two public meetings at 
Moutonshoek, in September 2006.

This time, the mining company ar-
rived with a heavyweight political del-
egation, comprising the mayor of the 
Bergriver municipality, Jeff Swarts, 
and four other councillors. Bongani 

was represented by our old friend 
Cornelissen and Phemelo Sehunelo.

According to Van der Merwe their 
plan to divide the community along 
socio-political lines backfired.

“Bongani failed to convince anyone 
that the application should be sup-
ported, especially the employees who 
were there in numbers. They said 
they want to stay where they are and 
develop as farmers. They do not want 
to be miners.

“At first, Jeff Swarts and the 
councillors were very hostile to the 
meeting, but when we exposed the 
inconsistencies about how many peo-
ple were going to be employed, they 
started to have second thoughts.”

Van der Merwe said that after the 
meeting Sehunelo had shouted to the 
workers: “See – these whiteys don’t 
want you to get anything in life, they 
want to keep it all!” He was ignored.

(Later, a neighbour related that he’d 
seen the Bongani crowd entertaining 
the mayor and councillors at the Spur 
in the nearby town of Piketberg.)

To counter the Bongani public rela-
tions machine, Van der Merwe and 
Kosie van Niekerk gave their own 
presentation to the full Bergrivier 
council in October.

“We went through all the inconsist-
encies in the process in detail and the 
fact that jobs would be lost, particu-
larly to the women.”

The presentation was well received 
and won a significant new convert 
in the person of ANC Youth League 
activist, Billy Claasen.

Claasen, a former farmworker 
whose family lives in the area, arrived 
at the meeting with a mandate to sup-
port the mine, but changed his mind 
when he heard the effects it would 

The tungsten under Moutonshoek, known 
as the Riviera ore body, was first pros-
pected in the 1970s by Union Carbide 
and Anglo American.

The small low-grade deposit was not 
considered viable until recently, when 
demand, particularly from China, drove 
the price of tungsten to new highs.

That demand, and the price, have 
now slumped, making Riviera a far less 
attractive prospect, particularly as the 
cost of mining continues to increase.

Used for things like drill bits and 
armour-piercing weapons as well as 
for less important things – like mak-
ing your cellphone vibrate – tungsten 
remains sought-after and new finds are 
rare.

Geologist An Cornelissen says the 
Moutonshoek deposit, insignificant in 
global terms, is the country’s first, and 
perhaps only, chance to become a pro-
ducer of the metal, if only for a decade 
or two.

Tungsten-tied
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have on the agricultural community 
and food production. His revised opin-
ion was not appreciated by his politi-
cal masters and he was subsequently 
thrown out of the party. He has since 
joined COPE.

Realising that it was going to get 
nowhere with the community, Bon-
gani’s next amazing trick was to apply 
for the right to prospect in the road 
reserve, which, being state property, 
would exclude any private owner from 
objecting.

The landowners objected anyway, so 
in January 2008, another hearing was 
called of the Regional Mining Devel-
opment Committee.

Van der Merwe was given 48 hours’ 
notice to attend, and rushed along 
with a lawyer in tow. During the 
meeting the new regional manager 
of DME, Vincent Tswalo, told him it 
was the department’s policy to let 
applicants “have a go, even if their ap-
plication was procedurally somewhat 
flawed”, as the department was keen 
to know as much as possible about 
the country’s mineral resources. Van 
der Merwe said their presentation 
preceded the one by Bongani, and 
they were not allowed to sit in on the 
miners’ session. Nor were they al-
lowed to see the minutes of Bongani’s 
presentation.

Nothing more was heard until 
15 May when the landowners were 
informed that the prospecting right 
had been approved. Once again, the 
news came from Bongani, not from 
the authorities. 

Van der Merwe and his neighbours 
spent the next eight months putting 
together a legal case and organising 
a united opposition to contest the 
decision by means of a judicial review. 
The group included the Krom Antonie 
Water Users’ Association (which rep-
resents all farmers and has the status 
of a local authority), the Krom An-
tonie Conservancy, the Moutonshoek 
Employees’ Association (representing 
farm workers) and Wilgerbosdrift 
Stud (owned by Mary Slack, nee Op-
penheimer).

The first date available for the 
review was 29 April 2009, which pre-
sented a problem for Bongani because 
its prospecting right was due to lapse 
on 4 April. No problem, in fact. All 
the mining company did was drop its 
application for prospecting rights and 
skip straight to an application for full 
mining rights. 

The DME accepted this new app- 
lication for consideration in March 
this year, in spite of assuring the 
objectors that no Bongani application 
of any sort would be entertained until 
the outcome of the judicial review 
was known. Not surprisingly, the local 
community has lost all faith in the 
process and is insisting that the ap-
plication be rejected outright and that 
the area be declared no-go for any 
development other than agriculture.  

Landowners’ attitudes towards Bon-
gani are now so hostile that they have 
refused to allow specialist consultants 
to come onto their land to conduct 
the environmental and social studies 
required for the application.

As a result, the mining company’s 
preliminary scoping report had to 
rely on desktop studies and computer 
modelling to assess the potential  
impact of the mine. Even so, the 
results are not heartening. The report 
lists just five “opportunities” offered 
by the mine, most of which, like em-
ployment, are contested by the locals. 

These uncertain benefits are more 
than offset by the 19 “constraints”, 
including the damage to farming, the 
strain on water supplies, the impact 
on sensitive local vegetation and the 
downstream effects, particularly on 
the Verlorenvlei wetland.

Bongani’s Aubrey Withers insists 
that it’s early days, and that a huge 
amount of work still needs to be done 
before any decision is made. 

But the objectors are not reassured. 
The cost of the application will run 
into hundreds of thousands, if not 
millions, of rands – not an investment 
any company would consider without 
a reasonable chance of success.

Bitter experience has convinced 
the people of Moutonshoek that sci-
ence and human welfare are easily 
trumped by corruption, incompetence 
and greed.

And they’ve made it clear they are 
not prepared to stand by and see 
their entire way of life, going back 300 
years for many families, annihilated, 
so that a few well-placed fatcats can 
make a quick profit. 

Sign of dissent: A protest banner  adorns a 
signboard  at the turnoff to Moutonshoek
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Mielies and megalomania
Seed companies, like banks, are willing to take insane risks 

in the pursuit of market domination, writes Adam Welz

A s reported last month hun-
dreds of local maize farm-
ers have suffered significant 
crop failures this year, as a  
result of partial pollination 

failure in three varieties of “transgenic”  
(aka genetically-modified) maize grown 
from seed produced by Monsanto, the 

US-based agribusiness 
giant. The com-

pany has hastily  
assured farm-

ers it will 
compensate 
them in cash 
for their crop 
losses, and  

e s t i m a t e s 
that his 
could cost 
them at least 
$42m (nearly 
R380m). 

Po l l ina t i on 
failures have 
happened before, 
with non-genet-

ically-modified, 
“vanilla” mielies, 

but rarely, if ever, on 

this scale. Monsanto would like the 
world to believe that the present 
failure was an unfortunate accident 
that befell a company which has done  
everything right, that plays by the 
rules but got hit by a random and un-
foreseeable problem – as happens to 
any company in the normal course of 
business. That’s possibly fair enough 
– as far as it goes. But what are the 
rules of this game, and how “normal” 
are Monsanto’s business practices? 

A look at some basic numbers and 
rudimentary facts raises some deeply 
worrying questions:

n Nico Hawkins, head of Grain SA, 
the grain farmers’ represent-
ative organisation, says that 
about 2,421,000 hectares 
were planted to maize in the 
current (2008/9) growing sea-
son. Of this, 1,488,000 hec-
tares (about 61%) were plant-
ed to white maize, which is 
used to produce mealie-meal, 
among other things. The three 
problematic Monsanto white 
maize varieties were planted 
over about 300,000 hectares, 
i.e. a massive 20% area of this 
year’s white maize crop to 
these three varieties alone. 

Monsanto claim that 
last year they controlled 36% of 

the maize seed market in the 
USA, which grows approxi-
mately 40% of the planet’s 
maize supply. It’s likely that 
they control a similar per-
centage of the local market.

Monsanto’s nearest com-
petitor in the US, Du Pont, 
which produces Pioneer 
Hi-Bred transgenic seed 

(also sold in South Africa) had 
30% of total sales in the US last 

year. This means that only two com-
panies control two-thirds of the US 
maize-seed market – in other words a 
very few companies are responsible for 
supplying the seeds for an enormous 

chunk of the world’s food supply. 
n The seeds concerned were certi-

fied by SANSOR, the South African 
National Seed Organisation. SANSOR 
certifies hybrid seed by ensuring that 
the two parent lines look like they 
should, according to the written defini-
tions of each variety. SANSOR doesn’t 
genetically test seeds, and are not 
required to check the performance of 
any plants grown from the hybrid seed 
through a full growing cycle. In other 
words they check that the ingredients 
are those specified in the recipe, but 
they can’t tell whether the cake will 
rise or what it will taste like. SANSOR 

says this is the norm at the top seed-
testing institutes around the world. 

n Although Monsanto say their ge-
netic engineering wasn’t responsible 
for the current crop failure, it is known 
that transgenes can be unstable and 
can cause all sorts of strange and sub-
tle problems in the genomes into which 
they’re inserted. When noseweek asked 
Monsanto whether they would make 
plant samples available to independ-
ent laboratories to check for transgene 
stability, they ducked the question. 

The company has yet to announce 
exactly what caused their plants to 
produce less pollen than designed. 
They’ve twice refused to explain this 
to noseweek, preferring to supply a 

Monsanto admits 
that some maize 

fields have suffered 
50% losses

An actor – most definitely not the CEO of Monsanto – 
demonstrates world domination



noseweek  June  2009 29 

laundry list of generalised hypotheti-
cal possibilities rather than a straight 
answer. 

An industry insider says it appears 
that Monsanto simply don’t know: 
“They’ve got scientists from all over 
the world frantically working on it 
but they haven’t yet told anyone any-
thing.” 

The Department of Agriculture, 
which is supposed to monitor and 
oversee such matters, has been large-
ly silent thoughout the saga, allowing 
Monsanto to investigate the incident 
on its own. Farmers who are due to 
receive compensation say they will be 
signing non-disclosure agreements in 
exchange for the money – which Grain 
SA’s Frank Hawkins says is par for 
the course in the seed industry. The 
farmers I spoke to, happy to receive 
an easy payout, aren’t keen to delve 
further. So much for transparency.

n As reported in nose115, Mon-
santo admit that the problem began 
in late 2007 when they decided to re-
verse the “male” and “female” parent 
lines of the three affected hybrids, 
to increase seed yield. This resulted 
in faulty seed, which was harvested 
in early 2008 and sold to farmers for 
planting in late 2008. Pollination fail-
ures were first noted in February this 
year, when the cobs were approaching 
harvestable size. Because the prob-
lems hadn’t become apparent by the 
2008/09 seed production season, Mon-
santo went ahead to produce more 
seed with the same parent lines in the 
same roles used in 2007/08. Clearly, 
Monsanto don’t bother, before releas-
ing it on the market, to test the seed 
resulting from reversals of male and 
female lines through a full growing 
cycle. This meant that for two years in 
a row Monsanto produced dodgy seed 
for their most popular South African 
white maize varieties. Monsanto are 
apparently prepared to take massive 
gambles for the sake of profit.

South Africa is a small player in the 
global maize business. Although 
the seed varieties that showed 
pollination problems were 
planted across 300,000 hec-

tares, the problems were (for reasons 
unknown) only seen on about 75,000 
hectares, or about 5% of the total area 
devoted to white maize. The drop in 
yield will probably be relatively small, 
insignificant in international terms.

However, by Monsanto’s own ad-
mission, some fields suffered more 

than 50% losses. Rumour has it that 
some fields were 80% non-productive, 
although the company would not con-
firm this. 

Consider this: What if Monsanto’s 
American seeds had shown similar 
problems? They’re produced and test-
ed to the same standards as South Af-
rican seeds. What if the world’s largest 
maize producer, and key maize export-
er, had awoken one morning to find 
that millions of hectares of mature 
maize plants weren’t going to yield the 
expected crop? Food riots, and possibly 
starvation across the globe, would not 
be far behind. 

The world financial crisis showed 
what happens when a few giant insti-
tutions control massive chunks of the 
market and play by slack, usually self-
written rules, away from parental su-
pervision. The seed companies, it would 
seem, are no different from the banks, 
bundled-mortgage dealers and hedge 
funds; they’re hell-bent on dominating 
markets and taking insane risks with 
other people’s futures. 

Neither the US government, in thrall 
to a giant agribusiness lobby, nor ours, 
stuck in a stupor of incompetence and 
ham-fisted secrecy, seem even vaguely 
interested in changing that.

The world – by pure chance – has 
dodged a bullet with the words “food 
crisis” engraved on it. We may not be 
so lucky next time. 

58 A Devenish Street, Polokwane, 0699
Limpopo, South Africa

Tel: +27 (0)15 297 0113
afrroots@mweb.co.za
www.africanroots.info

ALL IN THE GENES
The three Monsanto hybrid white 
maize varieties that have failed to pol-
linate properly in this year’s growing 
season (DKC77-71R, DKC78-35R and 
DKC78-45BR) have been genetically-
engineered to be resistant to Monsanto’s 
Roundup herbicide. This makes weed 
control easier; farmers can spray a field 
with Roundup and the weeds will die, 
but the mielie plants will be fine. This 
saves a lot of ploughing. In addition, 
DKC78-45BR, a “stacked gene” variety, has 
had a gene sequence from a poison-pro-
ducing bacterium, Bacillus thuringensis, 
inserted into its genome. Known as the 
“Bt gene”, this gene sequence allows the 
maize plant to produce Bt toxin, which 
kills the corn stalk-borer, a serious crop 
pest. Plants with the Bt gene thus pro-
duce their own pesticide.
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Sue-Ann Lazerson, widow (as third 
wife) of the late Ivor Lazerson, 
a leading Johannesburg divorce 
lawyer, is still embroiled in a 
battle with the executors of the 

notoriously abrasive attorney’s estate, 
seven years after his death in June 
2002. 

As told in noses46,47,56,63&75, the 
farmer’s daughter from Colesberg, on 
the advice of her lawyer, controver-
sially launched actions for divorce and 
maintenance against the 64-year-old 
Lazerson as he drifted in and out of a 
coma in what turned out to be his final 
few weeks. Lazerson responded with 
a codicil to his will, made four weeks 
before he died, directing that his wife 
be disinherited and receive no money 
from his estate. 

The executrixes of Lazerson’s will 
are his daughters by his first mar-
riage, Dana and Lindy Lazerson. Vir-
tually from the moment she married 
their father in 1990, both were sworn 

enemies of Sue-Ann. Since her hus-
band’s death Sue-Ann has been locked 
in vicious battle against the sisters, 
and against Ivor Lazerson’s former 
law firm partner, attorney Kim Meikle, 
who is the administrator of his estate.

The battle has cost Sue-Ann Laz-
erson dear. Gone is the willowy chic 
blonde photographed back in May 
2003 for nose46; gone is her trendy 
cottage in Johannesburg’s Orchards, 
from where her luxury, co-ordinated 
clothes business dressed the rich 
wives of the city’s northern suburbs. 
At 57, Sue-Ann is now decidedly  
matronly, with a toned-down ward-
robe to blend with the locals at her 
downmarket home in the rather more 
humble suburb of Kensington, east of 
the city.

But her ardour in her crusade to 
oust Dana and Lindy Lazerson as ex-
ecutrixes, and attorney Kim Meikle 
as administrator, of Ivor Lazerson’s 
estate is undiminished. To boost her 
efforts she studied, and has now won, 
an administration of estates diploma 
from Unisa. Her plan: to become the 
estate’s executrix.

After Lazerson’s death, Sue-Ann 
launched an action under the Main-
tenance of Surviving Spouses Act. As 
the case dragged on, she was unable 
to produce the R789,000 owing on the 
bond on her Orchards cottage, and in 
January 2005 was forced to downgrade 
to Kensington. Painted a lurid yellow, 
her present abode does have Oregon 
floors and pressed ceilings, but it is a 
far cry from the one-time matrimonial 
home in Orchards and the Cape holi-
day pad at Chapmans Peak.

On 17 May 2006 Sue-Ann signed an 
agreement under which she agreed 
to accept R2.3m in settlement of her 
claims against Ivor Lazerson’s estate 
(although there is a clause entitling 
her to 20% of any hidden assets she 
might thereafter discover). 

Payment of the R2.3m was made 
with an initial tranche of R500,000, 
followed by a further balance of 
R1.8m, which Sue-Ann says was 
based on a valuation of the Chapmans 
Peak apartment. The luxury three-
bedroomed apartment, she claims, 
was valued early in 2005 at R1.795m. 
Sue-Ann, whose plea for the house had 
been rejected by the Lazerson sisters, 
says she accepted this as its correct 
valuation and took the R1.8m tranche 
in lieu.

No sooner had she done so than Cape 

Where’s there’s a  
will, there’s a way

Armed with an 
administration 

of estates 
diploma from 

Unisa,  
Sue-Ann 

Lazerson  is 
rejoining battle 

to retrieve 
money from her 

late husband’s 
estate

Sue-Anne Lazerson
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Waterfront Estates put the Chapmans 
Peak Drive “cliffside stunner” with 
“dramatic bay views” on the market 
at just under R4m. And on 20 June, 
just one month after Sue-Ann signed 
the settlement agreement, it was sold 
to Johannesburg advocate Josias Rey-
neke and his wife for R3.6m.

Cape Waterfront Estates’ Margaret 
McKenzie says: “We had nothing to do 
with valuing the property at that price 
[R1.795m]. I don’t have that valua-
tion on record. It could have been the 
municipal value. There’s no collusion, 
there’s no misrepresentation. We sold 
the property for the price we valued it 
at, full stop.”

After a death, the executors of an 
estate are expected to file a liquida-
tion and distribution account with the 
Master’s Office within six months – 
one year maximum. Sue-Ann claims 
that attorney Kim Meikle did not file a 
first L&D account for Ivor Lazerson’s 
estate until May 2005, nearly three 
years after being appointed admin-
istrator. She says that, in all, Meikle 
filed five L&D accounts between 2005 
and 2008. The first four were rejected 
by the Master and the fifth, filed last 
December, is now under scrutiny.

Faced with this dismal performance, 
on 5 October 2007 the Pretoria High 
Court’s assistant Master Michael 
Mabuela ordered the removal of Dana 
and Lindy Lazerson as co-executrixes 
for failing to perform their duties.  
His letter states a grim penalty: “Any 
remuneration to which you would 
have been entitled, is disallowed”.

Attorney Kim Meikle filed a Mo-
tion for Review in the Pretoria High 

Court, where Judge Jooste promptly 
reinstated the sisters as co-executrix-
es. (The state attorney who was to 
have represented the Master of the 
high court in the matter, failed to turn 
up for the hearing.) Comments Dana 
Lazerson: “She did have us removed, 
but we were immediately reinstated.”

Sue-Ann questions Kim Meikle’s 
and the Lazerson sisters’ figures in 
the various L&D accounts. She says 
the sisters have stated on oath that 
their father’s art collection was worth 
just R7,000. Sue-Ann maintains that 
Lazerson’s collection of 20-odd paint-
ings included one by either Irma Stern 
or Maggie Laubser, plus an Ephraim 
Ngatane valued in 2006 at more than 
R200,000, and a Gregoire Boonzaier.

Hogwash, declares Dana Lazerson: 
“Art collection? What art collection?  
I don't know what you’re talking 
about.” You valued it at R7,000.  
“Well then, that is the value.” 

In Kim Meikle’s fifth liquidation and 
distribution account the estate’s gross 
value is stated at R6.9m, and that, af-
ter liabilities, it is insolvent. Sue-Ann 
reckons it is far from insolvent and 
that when Ivor Lazerson’s “hidden  
assets” are uncovered its true value 
will be nearer R20m.

Comments Dana Lazerson: “A court 
agreement was made with [Sue-Ann] 
in 2005. She was given permission 
to find any overseas assets, [so] why 
doesn't she find them?”

Sue-Ann’s battle plan is still to have 
Meikle and the Lazerson sisters re-
moved as the estate’s administrator 
and co-executrixes, get herself ap-
pointed executrix and return to court 
to seek an increased final-settlement 
offer for herself. She complains that, 
of the R2.3m settlement she accept-
ed back in 2005, lawyers’ bills and 
the repayment of loans swallowed 
up R1.2m, leaving her to live on an 
income from the balance of a pal-
try R7000 a month. “I need at least 
R35,000 a month,” she says. 

Dana Lazerson

The late Ivor Lazerson with daughter Lindy
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Slow end: the carcass of a leopard killed by a gin-
trap

lunches   
(or listings)

No

At a glance the internet-based 
World Business Directory 
(WBD) appears to be a useful 
global business-listing serv-
ice. In fact it’s a vehicle for yet 

another scam. Over 500 companies 
worldwide have been billed by WBD 
for around £1000 each, for a service 
most of them thought they were get-
ting free. 

Besides, the online directory itself 
isn’t much use: anyone researching 
business contacts would be better off 
doing a straightforward google search. 
But it does look enticing to people 
who receive the WBD listing form by 
email, and, because WBD already has 
their company details, thinks they’re 
applying for a “free update”. 

At the top, the form states that “Up-
dating is free”, and without reading 
the small print below, which explains 
the costs, victims rush to assume that 
they are simply updating their al-
ready listed information. Nice trick. 

Isn’t it curious that people still don’t 
read the small print? On the other 
hand sticking “Free!” labels in the 
right places clearly helps to induce a 
special kind of befuddlement. 

EU Business Services Ltd, who run 
the WBD, have been trying their luck 
in this country for a couple of years 
now, and have hooked a bunch of 
fish, including Proudly South Africa. 
All are refusing to pay. In fact only a 
handful of companies across the globe 
have paid up, and despite threats from 
EU and a Netherlands-based debt col-
lector, no-one has been taken to court.

The WBD is among dozens of “trans- 
national directory” scams, many of 
which are operated out of bases in  
Europe. According to European 
Parliament member Richard Cor-
bett, who has been spearheading a 
campaign against directory scam-
sters, they change names and lo-
cations regularly, moving on as 

soon as the relevant authorities 
close in. Corbett mentions, among  
others, European City Guide, Con-
struct Data Verlag, Deutscher Adress-
dienst GmbH and NovaChannel. He 
advises anyone who has applied for 
what they thought was a free listing 
not to pay. 

Noseweek first received a WBD form 
in early 2008, and, as WBD already 
had noseweek’s details, filled in the 
form as an update, and returned it 
with a note to say we weren’t inter-
ested if there was a cost involved. No 
more was heard from EU Business 
Services. But in 2009, after the same 
“update” form again arrived by email, 
and was again filled in and returned 
with a note concerning costs, nose- 
week found itself being billed for £980. 
The invoice also warned that “late 
payment” would lead to additional 
charges totalling £133.  

EU is a UK-registered company, list-
ing its address as Rosden House, Old 
Street, London. However emails to 
their victims originate from locations 
across Europe. Those sent to noseweek 
arrived from Bucharest in Romania, 

while banking details provided are of 
a Dutch Postbank.

According to Grant Brook, who has 
dedicated a website to warning people 
about WBD (www.stopwbd.za.org), 
this is standard procedure for such 
scamsters. Brook says EU has no  
legal grounds for taking its victims to 
court, and says companies shouldn’t 
give in to threats.  

Last October Democratic Alliance 
spokesperson on trade and industry 
Dr Pierre Rabie wrote to Minister 
Mandisi Mpahlwa, requesting an in-
vestigation into the WBD scam, but 
six months down the line the Minis-
try has yet to respond. Neither did 
the Ministry respond to noseweek’s 
queries.

Proudly South Africa marketing  
executive Dalene du Preez, who filled 
in the WBD form, has also warned 
the organisation’s members not to fall 
prey to EU Business Service’s entice-
ments or threats. Like every other 
victim, Proudly South Africa has been 
bombarded with demand letters and 
threats of legal action. 

“The threats of legal action or of 
debt collectors are empty,” she says.  
“I told WBD to proceed with their  
legal action. I signed for ‘free listing’.” 

When noseweek contacted EU Busi-
ness Services their accounts manager, 
a “Ms Cristina”, wrote to say: “Sorry, 
you signed a three year contract for 
insertion into our database for £980; 
you have to pay.” Noseweek suggested 
she take a walk, and politely enquired 
as to why she was communicating 
from Romania, and not from their 
listed London address. Another letter 
of demand arrived a week later.

Sorry “Ms Cristina” and Co – nosew-
eek made it clear from day one that 
paying R12,000 to be listed on the in-
ternet isn’t really an option. 
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BACKGROUND:  
An accident victim wishing to claim for General Damages under the Road Accident 
Fund Act, 1996 (Act 56 of 1996), as amended, will be required to be assessed for 
bodily injury for the purpose of establishing whether and if so to what degree the 
bodily injury results in an impairment of the Whole Person, as contemplated in the 
“AMA Guides”. 
 

“AMA Guides” means the American Medical Association Guides to the Evaluation 
of Permanent Impairment. 
 

A medical practitioner will assess serious injury using the evaluation methods 
contemplated in the “AMA Guides”. 
 
WHY YOU SHOULD ATTEND: 
1. A medical practitioner will assess serious injury using the evaluation methods 

contemplated in the “AMA Guides” – legislative requirement. 
2. You will qualify for 16 CPD points for the training program 
3. If you write the exam you will receive a prestigious accreditation from 

ABIME (USA).  
4. The training is a prestigious international qualification on the use of a 

uniform evaluation system in assessing serious injury that is comprehensive 
and fair. 

5. You will be equipped with the skills to assess serious injury in terms of the 
AMA Guides 6th Ed.   

6. You may be able to claim the cost of the training (attendance fee and text 
book) as general deductions allowed in determination of taxable income. 

7. The RAF received 267 133 claims and finalised 216 513 personal injury 
claims in 2008. We expect doctors throughout South Africa to be inundated 
with requests for assessments of serious injury well into the future.   

 
EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES: 
At the conclusion of this learning activity, participants should be able to: 
 Perform an independent medical evaluation based on the AMA Guides 6th 

Edition. 
 Explain and present the differences between impairment, function and 

disability. 
 Discuss the critical steps involved in the impairment evaluation using the 

AMA Guides in clinical practice. 
 Describe the knowledge content related to the AMA Guides 6th Edition. 
 Discuss new developments in the AMA Guides and explain the main 

differences between the various editions of the AMA Guides. 
 Relate clinical data to case issues and perform evaluations 
 Perform musculoskeletal permanent impairment ratings according to the 

AMA Guides 6th Edition. 
 Explain the use of internal medicine, pain and psychiatric chapters of the 

AMA Guides. 
 

The Marshall University School of Medicine Division of Occupational and 
Disability Medicine will conduct the programme and designates this continuing 
medical education activity for qualification for a certificate in AMA Guides. 
 
THE COURSE WILL BE PRESENTED BY: 
The training will be conducted by Mohammed I. Ranavaya, MD, JD, MS, 
FRCPI, FFOM, FAADEP, CIME, Professor and Chief, Division of 
Occupational and Disability Medicine, Marshall University, Joan C Edwards 
School of Medicine Diplomate American Board of Preventive Medicine Board 
Certified, Occupational Medicine USA. Prof. Ranavaya is the associate editor and 
primary author of several chapters of AMA Guides 6th Ed. 
 
COURSE LOCATION AND TIMES: 
 
Non-medical Practitioners – Claims adjudicators, insurers and attorneys 
 

Date:  26 June 2009 
Venue:  Gauteng – Garden Court OR Tambo International Airport, No. 2 
 Hulley Road, Isando (3km from the airport) 
 

Date:  3 July 2009 
Venue:  Durban – Garden Court Marine Parade, 167 Marine Parade 
 

Date:  10 July 2009 
Venue:  Cape Town, St George's Hotel at St George's Mall 
 

Cost:  R 2 600 per delegate (at all venues) 
 
Medical Practitioners – Doctors, surgeons, etc. 
 

Date:  22 June till 25 June 2009 
Venue:  Gauteng – Garden Court OR Tambo International Airport, No. 2 
 Hulley Road, Isando (3km from the airport) 
 

Date:  29 June till 2 July 2009 
Venue:  Durban – Garden Court Marine Parade, 167 Marine Parade 
 

Date:  6 July till 9 July 2009 
Venue:  Cape Town, St George's Hotel at St George's Mall 
 

Cost:  R 8 000 per delegate (at all venues) 
 
On registration the ABIME will provide you with elective options to write an exam 
and pre-order the AMA Guides 6th Ed text book. 
 
16 CPD points will be awarded. 
 
Please provide names and contact details to attend this prestigious medical training 
program. 
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(* Conditions apply)

As the Zuma Presidency begins, his 
conciliatory and reassuring 
style is calming the troubled 
spirits who have been wonder-
ing what the future holds. Yet 

doubts and reservations about the 
man remain, with good reason. 

Two rather different books just  
published illuminate the recent South 
African past and suggest possible 
outcomes. Both books tell much the 
same story of the decline and fall of 
Thabo Mbeki, and both are useful aids 
to understanding. Financial Times 
correspondent Alec Russell gives a 
concise and lively account, judicious in 
its judgment of the Mbeki years. The 
tale told by RW Johnson, an Oxford 
academic turned journalist, is long, 
gossipy and insightful and not always 
judicious. 

The English-language newspapers 
led the cheering when the Mbeki 
presidency began, and many journal-
ists, including the present writer, gave 
Mbeki an easy run for rather too long. 
Because, under Mbeki things began to 
fall apart. By 2006 an estimated three 
quarters of a million whites had emi-
grated, most of them between the ages 
of 20 and 40. Many were skilled work-
ers or professionals; many cited crime 
and affirmative action as reasons for 
going. AIDS deaths multiplied. By 
December 2000 the Cape Times was 
declaring that South Africa’s quiet 
diplomacy on Zimbabwe had failed. 

Archbishop Tutu was among the 
first to note that a stifling conformity 
of thought had taken hold of the ANC, 
and was infecting wider society. When 
Jeremy Cronin, a courageous intellec-
tual and a senior SACP leader, spoke 
out against Mbeki’s Zimbabwe policy, 
he was sharply whipped into line. 

Mbeki, using “deployment” as a tool 
of control of the ANC, the public service, 
the SABC, and parastatals, increasingly 
took power into his own hands. The fear 
of falling foul of Mbeki became perva-
sive in the ANC. In the country at large 
his racial nationalism became apparent 
as the hasty, ill-considered application 
of affirmative action took its toll in the 
loss of skills, poor service delivery and 

politicisation of the public service.
The ANC had always been a broad 

church in which lively discussion 
between liberals, nationalists, Chris-
tians, muslims, and communists had 
been the norm. Mbeki’s oppressive 
leadership style was stirring up acute 
resentment inside the movement.

A tolerant non-racialism had been 
the dominant culture of the United 
Democratic Front, the ANC’s surro-
gate on the home front, which played 
a significant part in bringing about 
change. Yet the UDF was smartly 
disbanded by the returning exiles, 
led by Mbeki. Cyril Ramaphosa, a 
potential rival, was “deployed” into 
business. Ramaphosa and two other 
leading internal activists, Mathews 
Phosa and Tokyo Sexwale, were ac-
cused of conspiring against President 
Mbeki in a “plot” to oust him. The 
allegations were baseless and had to 
be withdrawn. Phosa and Sexwale, at 
the time premier of Gauteng, followed 
Ramaphosa into business. 

Eventually a corrupt, faction-riven 
ANC began tearing itself to pieces. 
Finally, at Polokwane, Mbeki, to his 
astonishment, was ousted as ANC 
president, and subsequently “recalled” 
as president of the Republic. 

This in broad strokes is the story 
told in these two books. The success 
of the Mbeki presidency’s macro-
economic policies had at first masked 
the potentially disastrous impact of 
the man’s divisive racial nationalism. 
At home and abroad, his standing re-
mained high – until his AIDS denial-
ism, the Zimbabwe tragedy, out-of-con-
trol crime and over-hasty affirmative 
action began to strike home.

But what finally cooked Mbeki’s goose 
in the ANC was his ruthless, autocratic 
management style. The ANC-in-exile 
had absorbed from Moscow more than 
just the rhetoric of Marxist revolution-
ary economics. They had also been pro-
foundly influenced by Lenin’s doctrine 
of “democratic centralism”. Marxist 
economic policy was abandoned by the 
ANC after the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
But the influence of Leninism remained 
pervasive in Mbeki’s strict top-down 

Can Zuma pull it off?

            BOOK REVIEW

GERALD SHAW 
reviews two recent 

books about the 
state of the nation, 

and our prospects, on 
the eve of Msholozi’s

presidency

After Mandela: The Battle for the Soul 
of South Africa (Random House Struik), 

by Alec Russell
and

South Africa’s Brave New World: The 
Beloved Country since the End of 

Apartheid (Allen Lane) by RW Johnson.
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style, inhibiting broader discussion 
in the ANC concerning differences of 
approach to policy and its implementa-
tion. Russell’s account is an authorita-
tive survey of the Mbeki years, recog-
nising Mbeki’s positive achievement 
as well as his crucial failures. Russell 
had come to South Africa to cover the 
Mandela presidency. He was at first 
very impressed with Mbeki and the 
ANC. On his return in 2007 he found 
that the rainbow nation had lost its 
sparkle. As a seasoned Financial Times 
correspondent, Russell doesn’t sound 
all that convinced that the country will 
come right. He sees South Africa enter-
ing a new age of uncertainty and finds 
that the ANC, after 15 years in power, 
is losing its way. 

RW Johnson had, from the start, 
a pretty jaundiced view of the ANC, 
and of Thabo Mbeki. As a former 
man of the left himself, he no doubt 
knew his Lenin. Like Tony Leon, also 
castigated at the time for his abrasive 
anti-ANC stance, Johnson can now 
claim some kind of vindication.  

Less inhibited than Russell by 
claims of fairness, Johnson lays into 
the ANC and some of its key figures, 
such as Kader Asmal. He acknowl-
edges Mandela’s moral stature, but 
belittles him as politically naive. 
Archbishop Tutu, and the Truth Com-
mission, he treats in scathing fashion 
– although at the same time he does 
use the TRC report as a handy source 
for hammering the ANC.  

Will Zuma fill the leadership vacu-
um? Writing from the perspective of 
the end of the Mbeki era, Russell and 
Johnson can only give limited impres-
sions.

Russell sees him as an authentic 
African leader, a man who listens 
to his people and understands their 
concerns, and does not necessarily 
let the niceties of Western political 
convention stand in his way. Zuma is 
engaging and mellow, in contrast with 
Mbeki’s chilly, remote public persona, 
but the populist Zuma is inclined to 
say what his audiences want to hear. 

Noting Zuma’s impressive record 
as a peace-maker in KwaZulu Natal, 
and elsewhere, Russell says that 
Zuma also knows when to jettison 
diplomacy. “There is a steely fist 
under a velvet glove.” But, in view of 
his own embarrassments over his re-
lationship with his financial adviser, 
would Zuma be strong enough to lead 
on issues of good governance? 

And how will he resolve the dif-
ferences in the ANC over economic 

policy? After all, he won the leader-
ship of the ANC with the support of 
the SACP and the unions, who want a 
shift to the left and an end to Mbeki’s 
business-friendly policies.   

Russell concludes that if South Af-
rica is lucky, Zuma will be its Ronald 
Reagan. He will make the country 
feel good about itself and leave the 
business of governing to technocrats. 
There is another, less reassuring sce-
nario, however: the growth of a “Big 
Man” personality cult that will mask 
the country’s growing social and eco-
nomic problems. 

Russell feels that the chances 
are slim of Zuma being able to curb 
the growth of crony capitalism, as 
spawned by BEE. Johnson pursues 
a similar theme at length, but also 
singles out the corporate giants for 
blame in the BEE fiasco. Much of the 
initiative for BEE lay in corporate 
hands, he argues. The big companies 
were keen to prove their own progres-
sive credentials, he says, by selling 
off assets to empowerment partners. 
As Johnson sees it, this was often 
also a cover for a policy of disinvest-
ment and diversification abroad, with 
Anglo-American leading the way.

Russell does not see Cope and the 
DA seriously threatening the ANC’s 
hold on power. The ANC will be in 
charge, he says, and it is the ANC 
that will have to change, a verdict 
with which Johnson concurs. 

Russell concludes that unless the 
ANC can change direction it will find 
itself, in a decade or so, presiding over 
a sclerotic dysfunctional state. 

Johnson’s 650-page blockbuster  
relies very heavily on newspapers, 
and the Mail & Guardian in particu-
lar, to give a densely detailed  ac-
count, crammed with interesting and 
sometimes alarming facts and figures. 
He is an adventurous and immensely 
readable writer – he says, for exam-
ple, that the still unsolved assassina-
tion of Robert Smit and his wife was 
ordered by then State President Dr 

Diederichs. Johnson names the assas-
sin, and claims he was subsequently 
murdered for his pains.

The main thrust of Johnson’s book, 
however, is a devastating account 
of ANC misrule under an insecure, 
paranoid Thabo Mbeki, who Johnson 
sees, not without reason, as presiding 
over a sort of institutional implosion. 
The broken-backed state and the 
abysmal quality of governance need 
not be fatal, Johnson argues. But he 
believes that South Africa can only 
work as a multi-racial country. 

If the ANC would revert to its non-
racist tradition it would employ hu-
man resources on the basis of merit, 
regardless of race or ANC connections. 
This would be fiercely resisted by the 
black elite, which has come to feel 
that it has a natural monopoly of all 
leading positions in the public sector, 
he says. But the ANC, with its huge 
majority, could easily face down such 
complaints, Johnson believes. And the 
interests of all, including the poor and 
the black middle class, would be bet-
ter served by public institutions and 
service delivery that worked.

The general conclusion indicated 
by these two books is that if the 
ANC does not change direction the 
future does not bear thinking about. 
My own feeling is that reform of the 
ANC is certainly possible, given time 
and courageous leadership. Whether 
Jacob Zuma is the man to provide 
it remains to be seen. A quiet but 
determined shift in the direction of 
a professional, non-political public 
service would be a good sign.  

Zuma’s Cabinet appointments and 
re-structuring plans indicate a good 
beginning, by and large, stripping out 
dead wood and making imaginative 
yet appropriate appointments across 
the ideological spectrum. There is 
much to suggest that Zuma means 
business when he says he will not 
tolerate laziness or incompetence. 

We will see. 

Win these books
Noseweek readers are invited to enter a simple 
competition to win a copy of After Mandela or 
South Africa’s Brave New World. 

All you have to do to stand a chance of win-
ning is name one of the authors and email your 
entry, with name and address, to:  
news@noseweek.co.za

Winners will be informed by email. Five cop-
ies of each book are on offer. Prizes will go to 
the first ten correct entries drawn by the editor. 
Correspondence will not be entered into.



Web Dreams Marike          RothWeb Dreams
The long haul

I’ve never been a fan of sport. This 
goes beyond indifference: the 
mere sound on the tube of a rug-
by crowd grates on my nerves, 
like fingernails on a blackboard. 

I am proud to say that I have never 
learned the rules to any game played 
on a field or court.

But I once climbed Table Mountain. 
No kidding. Some “friends” persuaded 
me. Will it be a long climb? Not really 
they assured me. No cliffy type places 
to scare the bejesus out of me? Nooo. 
I was young and naïve and off I went, 
on a whim, with the wrong shoes and 
a togbag of inadequate supplies. 

The journey turned out long and ar-
duous, the togbag dug into my shoul-
ders, I got stones in my sandals and 
my chocolate melted. Each time we 
reached a peak there was one more 
ahead, and yet another, and another. 
All too often I found myself in fool-
hardy proximity to a life-threatening 
precipice. In all – since I’m totally 
devoid of masochistic tendencies – it 
was a fairly miserable experience. 

All the same, when we finally 
reached the top, I was exhilarated to 
find myself looking down on creation. 
I’ll also admit that it gave me a sense 
of achievement, and I allowed myself 
to indulge in the sin of pride. Granted, 
this was small reward, given the trials 
and acrophobia experienced during 
the ascent. But in retrospect, though 
I’ve never hiked up a mountain again, 
I’m glad I did it. Once.

These days I have taken up “virtu-
al” mountain climbing – and of peaks 
much scarier than Table Mountain. I 
spend my time in the company of peo-
ple hanging off the side of Mt Everest, 
for example, all from the comfort of 
my computer chair. 

Admittedly, I do suffer a little re-
sentment, watching people putting 
themselves in harm’s way simply to 

prove something to themselves and to 
undergo an adrenaline rush or three. 
There are already far too many una-
voidable dangers and pitfalls in life, 
without voluntarily adding to them. 
Actually extreme mountaineering 
seems a little trivial, even insulting to 
those of us who experience our adren-
aline rushes right where they are 
meant to be – in the midst of ordinary 
life’s “fight or flight” situations.

And don’t even mention bungee 
jumping. People who dive off high 
bridges with rubber bands around 
their ankles need psychiatric help. 
Don’t bother to debate me on that one. 
I won’t be listening.

All the same here I am, admitting to 
a fascination with mountain climbing, 
which began several years ago when I 
read Jon Krakauer’s account of the dis-
asters that befell a couple of Mt Everest 
expeditions in 1996 (http://outside.
away.com/outside/destina-
tions/199609/199609_

into_thin_air_1.html). And alongside 
the disdain I’ve expressed for those who 
insist on dangerous hobbies, I cannot 
deny entertaining a certain admiration 
for those who doggedly pursue a dream 
– any dream. 

This year the brother of a dear 
friend joined a commercial expedi-
tion climbing Everest and he has 
posted an ongoing weblog of his quest 
(www.giladstern.co.za). Such weblogs 
have become, if not commonplace, at 
least easily found on the web (www.
vmeverest09.com/). 

The Discovery Channel has also posted 
a blog of New Zealander Russel Brice’s 
2009 commercial expedition (http://
blogs.discovery.com/everest_2009/). This 
expedition will eventually be televised 
as the third season of the ultimate re-
ality show Everest, following the 2006 

and 2007 seasons. (The 2008 expe-
dition was cancelled due to political 

intrigue.)
In the end I can’t really ex-
plain my fascination (or my 
ambivalence) with the sub-
ject. Instead, I offer a shortcut 
to the top of the world: a 360 
degree panorama of the view 
from the summit of Everest, 
at www.panoramas.dk/fulls-
creen2/full22.html. 

It’s also necessary to remind 
ourselves that some people 
climb the equivalent of Mt Ev-
erest every day of their lives. 
Unfortunately, observing one’s 
neighbours defeat unavoidable, 
perhaps life-threatening, obsta-
cles in the course of their daily 
lives just doesn’t deliver any-
thing like the vicarious thrill 
one gets from watching people 
enter the “death zone” by their 
own choice. 

It shouldn’t be that way, but 
it is.  

My husband Pat says this all sounds like an extended metaphor for my illness, 
but I didn’t intend it that way. I’m just fascinated with mountain climbing, writes 

Marike Roth, having just learned that her leukemia has returned with a vengeance

noseweek  June  200936 

Illustration: Meg Jordi



noseweek  June  2009 37 

Mrs Lightfoot stands water-
ing the lawn in front o f 
the flats like a 
squat mauve-tint-
ed English middle 

class female garden gnome. Also 
crabby; she wears her mouth up-
side-down as on that classical Greek  
theatre mask, symbolising Tragedy as op-
posed to Comedy. Her lower teeth are con-
stantly exposed, for hissing. She resents 
everything; resentment to Mrs Lightfoot is 
not an emotion, it is an activity, it is as train-
ing in a gym is to an athlete. As a drip in an 
intensive care ward it sustains her; without 
constant resupply she would not survive an-
other day. Give her this day her daily kvetch. 
They have destroyed everything decent! 
cries Mrs Lightfoot. Agreed! I declare, bank-
ing being fundamental to the entire capital-
ist structure you would think the world’s 
bankers would display a bit of common sense 
along with decency, wouldn’t you, and not be 
so driven by greed as to wreck the world’s 
economies, and as for that scoundrel Bush 
who lied to his people... I am talking about 
Jacob Zuma! she snarls. The ANC! They have 
utterly betrayed the country since 1994!

Mark my words, says Mrs Lightfoot after 
some serious deep breathing with her eyes 
clamped shut, so as to regain equilibrium, 
he is going to declare a one-party state and 
himself president for life. But he didn’t 
get his two-thirds majority, did he, say I, 
and does he want to anyway? Oh-h ye-es 
he-e do-es, she sneers, and you can bet on 
it. Well, say I, a certain Russian political  
analyst name of Eulabia Sweetlips Kalash-
nikova bet me R1000 Thabo Mbeki was 
going to declare himself dictator for life  
because SA was in the same Stalinist league 
as N Korea, but he didn’t did he, and I sup-
pose the cheque is in the post, hey? Tell you 
what, I’ll wager you R1000 on Jacob Zuma. 

Mrs Lightfoot is not what you might call a 
digitigrade creature, daintily walking on its 
tippy toes like a klipspringer, say now, or a 
springbok, creatures which might be blown 
a bit off-balance by a sudden puff of breeze.  
She is what is known as a plantigrade beast, a 
bear; the entire lower hind leg being one great 
heavy foot, both heels and toes lie stolidly on 
the earth as she stands fully 5ft 4ins erect 

and surveys the morbid miasma of ANC evil 
about her. Never mind wagers and things, 

Mrs Lightfoot turns her hose pipe on 
spray and squirts it towards the 
hedge. Just look at that rainbow, 
she laments, see how flat it is from 

all the heavy metals in our water 
these days, mercury and lead which 

a r e slowly killing off our brain cells one 
by one, and do they care? She curls her 
upper lip hideously. Not while there’s cor-
rupt profit to be made, thank you; rainbows 
used to be nice and curved, but that was 
before 1994. You could even get a circular 

one. No you couldn’t, say I, unless you were 
at 30,000ft altitude with the sun dead behind 
you and a wall of cumulus cloud in front, and 
you don’t get clouds at 30,000ft anyway. Mrs 
Lightfoot turns her attention to the passing 
traffic, never mind the cumulus clouds and 
things. They can’t even run a decent bus 
service, she laments, the last bus here was 
half-an-hour late and it stopped with a 
front wheel in a big hole in the road where 
rainwater had washed away the sand un-
derneath, then the engine wouldn’t start 
and they didn’t know how to fix the engine 
or the road. I tell you, nothing has worked 
since they took over. But who, pray, Mrs 
Lightfoot, might They be? say I. Jacob 
Zuma isn’t in charge of Durban’s bus-
es, nor is the ANC in charge of God’s 
rainbows. But such sophistries get you 
nowhere with Mrs Lightfoot. I tell you, 
says she, the country is failing before 
our very eyes. The voting public is too 
ignorant to see it. 

Suddenly I remember a certain 
quandary one of the major airlines had a few 
years ago. Certain of the flying public refused 
to fly in certain of their aircraft, though these 
were the usual run of Boeings and Airbuses, 
and only after much puzzlement and mar-
ket research they found it was because such 
travellers just didn’t believe women could fly, 
and the company had a number of very sen-
ior female pilots. This certain public couldn’t 
point out exactly which women couldn’t fly, of 
course, it was just a common-sense intuition 
based on sound inductive reasoning: if we’ve 
never seen women flying before that means 
it’s genetically unnatural and we shouldn’t 
be seeing it now. 

And similarly there’s Mrs Lightfoot’s Na-
tal Crown Colony Community of Kvetchers 
who perceive there’s a certain category of 
citizens who genetically don’t know how 
to govern. They won’t point out exactly 
which category doesn’t know this thing, 
but they’re there all right, and before they 
were in charge the country wasn’t failing 
and now it is. The truth is before your eyes. 
South Africa awake! 

Harold StrachanMarike          Roth Last Word

Illu
str

at
ion

: H
ar

old
 St

ra
ch

an

Rainbow Nation

Mrs Lightfoot 
is not what 

you might call 
a digitigrade 

creature, 
daintily 

walking on its 
tippy toes like 
a klipspringer



noseweek  June  200938 

SmallsSmallsSmalls

Personal 

Lewis and Hanno See you in the hills of 
Caledon – Lindsay.
Warning Before doing business with Da-
vid Carol from Walk in Bath, talk to me! 
Theo 082 880 9941.

LEGAL, INSURANCE & FINANCIAL 

Legal services in Kenya? Wanam  
Associates specialize in IP, Trade Mark, 
Corporate Law, Conveyancing/Property 
Law, ICT Law, Litigation, Legal Support/
Resources; www.wanam.co.ke
Debtor Management Manage your  
debtors. Maximize cash flow. Phone Dale 
at Alcrest Outsourcing (Pty) Ltd on 086 
100 0239.
Problems in the Eastern Cape? Contact 
me. Norman Myers 041 268 0242; cell 
071 609 9990.    
Aaron Stanger & Associates (Johannes-
burg) Attorneys and Corporate Advisors: 
“ A reputation built on results” Tel: 011 
442 3118 or 083 600 0123.
Lawyers-on-Call (Johannesburg)  “24/7 
Emergency Legal Services”: Tel: 011 780 
8377 or 083 600 0123.
Professional investment advice Paying 
high fees yet seldom hearing from your 
advisor? For independent advice, Wil-
liam Bowler CA (SA) is an authorised fi-
nancial services provider with 27 years’ 
investment experience. 021 554 4614 or 
082 920 6387. wbowler@global.co.za
For short-term insurance needs/advice. 
Guest house/restaurant/hospitality 
industry welcome. Phone Vic Long 072 
233 5049.
 
FOR SALE

Tinus & Gabriel de Jongh paintings 
bought, sold and valued. Art prints sold.  
Gallery open by appointment;  
021 686 4141 dejongh@yebo.co.za;  
www.tinusdejongh.co.za. 
Unique, one-off patchwork heirlooms for 
the people you love – all ages, genders 

and styles. 083 300 7558.
Secondhand plastic pallets bought and 
sold. www.premierpallets.co.za or 083 756 
6897.
Black & White Truck spares for Samil, 
Unimog & Bedford Truck Spares and 
Deutz engines & spares 087 7544 544; 
www.samiltrucks.co.za
Wine racks for sale Takes 300 bottles. 
R2200. Phone 083 269 7200.
Free your hands See www.headsets.co.za. 
THS Distributing. Telecom Hands-Free 
Solutions. Call 011 880 1179 or 083 228 
8748.
Kruger silver coin for sale. Phone 021 434 
3134.
Pregnant thoroughbred broodmares for 
sale in W. Cape. Call 082 557 1442.
Rice procurements, any quantities and 
grades. Call George 031 562 8980 or 082 
888 3096.
For all your signage requirements High 
Signs. Your preferred signage manufac-
turer. 021 783 2028. www.highsigns.co.za
Pigeon and bird lovers always get their 
feathered friends’ medicines at Spring-
bok Pharmacy. 021 696 1532.
Provence offers a wonderful range of 
ladies’ clothing. Contact Jean on 012 668 
1919 or e-mail jeanwhite@mweb.co.za
Gold is still the best investment Buy 
historical overview of Witwatersrand 
Goldfield. R250. 011 492 3370.

WANTED 

Rugby programmes 
Top prices paid for Rugby Pro-
grammes – Provincial and Test 

matches – of tours to and from South 
Africa up to 1968. The older the bet-

ter. Private Collector.  
Tel Hymie 082 990 4705.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES

Flying Dutchman For all your graphic  
design work – logos, adverts, print,    
packaging, corporate ID. Mich 072 
141 8854.
Silver Spoon Function Hire Hiring of  
cutlery, crockery, linen, glasses, mar-
quees, heaters etc. For all your hiring 
requirements 011 262 2227; www.silver-
spoonhire.co.za
Business Turnarounds & Troubleshoot-
ing  Western Cape – for measurable and 
sustainable growth and improvement 
in your business. KLC Business Consul-
tants www.klcbc.co.za 021 872 8800 or  
info@klcbc.co.za
Graphic design and layout Adverts, Corpo-
rate ID, magazines, brochures etc. Kelly-
Ann on 072 437 3050 or kelrood@gmail.com
Invasive alien vegetation For effective 
control in S.W. Cape, phone Dave on 082 
492 5210.
The Truck Man Used trucks and trailers. 
Contact us for the best advice. 011 918 
0065.

Corporate travel management  Profes-
sional service from Sure Travelmaster. 
Contact Ivan 0860 315 315.
Garden Gal I’ll create or tend your small 
garden or patio in Cape Town. 082 694 
0222.
Bulk Logistics & Ships Agency  Contact 
the global experts LBH SA at dbninfo@
lbhsouthafrica.com. Call 031 309 5959.
Farmers Livestock Agents  The experi-
enced livestock marketers. Call 039 757 
5253.
What are you doing with your property 
today? Go to www.ezbuildcost.co.za.

HEALTH & FITNESS 

Chiropractor Dr David Dyson (USA).  
Specialising in back, neck pain and well-
ness. 031 469 4192.
Personal growth Unlock your potential – 
hire a life skill coach. Vivian Henry 011 
403 0600.
Do you want to be svelte, slim & healthy? 
Its only a shake away. Lindsay 083 267 
9385 or Taylor 082 556 3870; lubinski@
mac.com

COURSES 

Art Classes, Muizenberg General art & 
drawing skills. Meg 021 788 5974 or 
082 926 7666. jordi@telkomsa.net
Want To Learn Mandarin Chinese? To 
enrol or obtain details email info@manda-
rinchinese.co.za or visit www.mandarinchi-
nese.co.za

BUSINESS/EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Dynamic CEO (CA) with 30 years experi-
ence available for assignments and busi-
ness re-engineering and growth strate-
gies. jonquirk@iafrica.com; 076 588 9468
Debt Restructuring Services (DRS) Debt 
counselling franchise opportunity avail-
able. Guaranteed return. See www.drssa.
co.za
Jhb NGO Offer of part-time services, free 
of charge. Work from home. 011 672 3237.

Smalls
PAYMENT & TERMS FOR SMALLS 
Deadline for smalls is the 1st of the month 
prior to publication. 
Smalls ads are prepaid at R120 for up to 15 
words, thereafter R15 per word ex VAT. 
Boxed ads are R200 per column cm ex VAT  
(min 3cm deep). 
Payment by cheque should be made 
to Chaucer Publications, PO Box 44538, 
Claremont 7735.
Payment by direct transfer should be 
made to Chaucer Publications; Account 
591 7001 7966; First National Bank; Vineyard 
Branch; Branch code 204 209.
Payment online at www.noseweek.co.za. 
Email ads to ads@noseweek.co.za.
Further info Adrienne 021 686 0570.

All the smalls ads on 

these pages are included 

in the online edition of 

noseweek at 

 no extra cost
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Property To Buy, Sell Or Rent

Newlands Village

Most attractive 5-year-old Proven-
cal style double storey house in 
secure area off Palmboom Road. 

4 bedrooms, 2 ensuite, plus dress-
ing room.  In lovely garden setting 
with river frontage.  Double garage 
with direct access. Now vacant and 

priced to sell at R5.5m.  

021 7977087 or 083 261 3961

London, Central just 12 miles away, 
Freehold land for sale under R100k !!!   
082 485 4445
West Coast Log cabin under 2 hrs drive 
from Cape Town. See www.privateprop-
erty.co.za/Ref F6935 for virtual tour.  
R1.8m; lundy@mweb.co.za; 082 656 6666.
Grahamstown vicinity Ten percent share 
in 500 ha valley. Spring water, wildlife, 
organic vegetables. Call 046 622 5081.
Victory Park, Johannesburg Large house 
to let, 4 bedrooms, dining room, lounge. 
R8500 pm. 083 459 4739.
Dullstroom Millstream RCI RED. 5 
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms. Week 49 for sale. 
R50,000. tjigp@wbs.co.za. Or call 083 701 
8222.
Want to live in heaven before your time? 
Only three units left in Wilderness. Call 
082 453 2552.
Bloemfontein, Langenhovenpark Town-
house for rent: 2-bedrooms, close to var-
sity. R3200 pm. Call Nel 071 603 8824.

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

Addo Elephant Park Upmarket guest 
lodge  500m from the entrance to the 
park.  Phone Norman Myers 041 268 
0242, cell 071 609 9990.    
Plettenberg Bay, Sandbanks Contem-
porary 4-star guest house.  Six luxury 
en-suite rooms, breathtaking seaviews, 
delicious breakfast, affordable rates. 044 
533 3592; stay@sandbanks.co.za; www.
sandbanks.co.za 
Arniston Stunning seafront home 
perched on clifftop overlooking beach.  
Breathtaking position and panoramic 
sea views. 5 bedrooms, 3 en-suite,  
serviced. 082 706 5902.
Clarens  Near Golden Gate in the 
beautiful eastern Free State: Rose-
wood Corner B&B offers all you want 
for a break from it all. 058 256 1252. 
Upper Newlands Friston Lodge B&B, 
near Kirstenbosch, UCT and Water-
front. Comfortable affordable accom-
modation, garden setting. Solar-heated 
pool, DSTV. Contact Sabine: Sabine@
stay-in-cape.com; 076 156 2381.
Plettenberg Bay Anlin Beach House 
B&B/Self-Catering. Four-star luxury 
100m from Robberg Beach. 044 533 

3694; See our website for Winter Spe-
cials: www.anlinbeachhouse.co.za;  
stay@anlinbeachhouse.co.za.
Umhlanga 2 bed/2 bath stunning, 
serviced sea-facing apartment with 
DSTV. putz@icon.co.za; 082 900 1202.
Hermanus Luxury home sleeps 10; ide-
al for two families; walking distance to 
village/cliff path. 083 564 8162.
Provence, Cotignac, village house,  
stunning views, pool, sleeps 4–6;  
rbsaunders@cwgsy.net
Plettenberg Bay Fynbos Ridge B&B/
Self-Catering. Fragrant Fynbos. Spec-
tacular mountain views. Abundant 
birdlife. Relax and unwind. 5-star.  
www.fynbosridge.co.za; 044 532 7862.
Cape Town Waterfront, Camps Bay Best 
Locations, best prices! Self-catering. 
021 437 9700; www.villageandlife.com 
Ramsgate  Stunning upmarket 5 bed-
room, 4 bathroom (sleeps 10) cottage 
on the beach . Self-catering with maid. 
mercer@saol.com or 083 776 7765.
Cintsa East Gables Country House. 
Facing river. Comfortable cottages. 
www.gables.co.za
Franschhoek Three Streams self-ca-
tering cottage, on working trout farm. 
Sleeps four. Call 021 876 2692.
Hermanus, Kwaaiwater Sleeps Six 
plus. R1500 a day. Sea front. Bay 
views. peterj@surgcare.co.za
Stellenbosch Molenvliet Wine and 
Guest Estate is heaven on earth. Call 
021 885 1597 for bookings.
Zimbali Golf Estate 4 bed 3 bath Jul 
3–10. Play at golf club rates 072 928 
1759; porpry@gmail.com

TRAVEL , FOOD & LEISURE 

Paris Beautiful sunny apartment 5 mins 
from Champs Elysees, fully equipped, 
sleeps 2. putz@icon.co.za; +33 617 045 290. 
Guided casual walking in beautiful 
south-west France. Be our house guests, 
enjoying excellent cuisine. www.french-
cooks.com; +44 208 776 2045.
Guided outdoor adventures in Spain 
Rock climbing, scenic walks, mountain 
biking, or canyoning. I will introduce 
you to a Spain known only to local 
people such as myself. www.encordat.
com;  +34 617 84 71 80.
With every cup of coffee at Europa in 
Plettenberg Bay, a FREE read of 
noseweek.
The Barefoot Cook @ 12 Aberdeen St, Her-
manus. Best food, by far. Call 028 312 4681.
Smaller dinner parties catered for by the 
‘’Really’’ Naked Chef. Phone Vic on 021 
788 7833.

For specialised Property 
ads contact Adrienne:
ads@noseweek.co.za

021 686 0570
 (mornings)
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COMPANY DIRECTORS
Websec offers 24-hour online information on 

directors of all SA-registered companies.  
Low volume searches  

(1000 pa) for R2750 plus VAT. 
Contact lennon@accfin.co.za

Log onto www.hotel.booker.co.za 
and book your international 
dream holiday or business trip 
direct.  Over 70,000 hotels world-
wide to choose from.  Instant 
booking and travel voucher.




