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HIT SONG AID

_FOR LIMEHILL

Daily News Bepnrter
ARKS, the South Afri-
can composer - of
"Ma.s)ter Jack" fame, has de-
. cided to give half the royalties
from his three Dbiggest hits to
the - Africans at Limehill. This

to help the people there.. -
He said, according to the report,
“I first read about Limehill

in the newspapers and decided |:

I must do something to help
these people. I haven’t worked

out how the money will be -

amount could run into tens of
thousands of rands. -

Master Jack is one of the songs
i+ will probably earn him as
ruteh as R100,000. The other
two are Mr. Nico and Moun-
tains of Men.

This was revealed in Dialogue,
the monthly organ of the
Methodist Youth Department
which circulates about 2,000
copies throughout South Africa.

The report says the 24-year o’:l
former gol h; h

over. P we will
have to form a trust to see
that the funds are used to the
best advantage.”

Mr.: Marks is writing a song
which he .hopes will be re-
corded by a South African
group shortly and intends to

onate everythimg it earns to .

the Limehill fund, the report
says.

He is quoted as saying: “It
costs me  nothimg to write a
song.

the people at Limehlll are:

as 1
a campaign to collect funds for
the residents of Limehill. And
it quotes him as saying they

-need ‘“everything from hos-
pitals to sportsfields.”

It adds that Mr. Marks does not |

want his decision to be con-
sidered as a protest or a
criticism of Government policy

and that he is not “playing

polmcs" but he simply wants'

to it.”

If it makes any money »

By Mike Kallenbach

FOLK SINGER - SONG
writer David Marks is
back in Johannesburg with
new ideas hoping to put
them across here. -

He has just returned after a
10-month visit to the United
States. There is a strong
possibility of three of his com-
positions being released there,

;A music publishing company

i Nashville, Tennessee has |

-made “Demo” discs of three ot

his numbers — “You're Just a
Raindrop lady”, “De

idleman” and “Give me besides i
-my daily bread”.

During his first four months '

spent’ in Greenwich Village, he
found work as a carpenter and
plumber, eventually obtaining a

job with a sound company !

working effects.

He mixed sounds for big beat
shows, including those featur-
ing Jose Feliciano (whom he
classes as one of the “finest
guitarists in the world”) John

Lennon, in Toronto, Canada, {
and the Rolling Stones in
Detroit.

Marks’ first composition was
recorded in September 1966, by |

Des Lindeberg and Ian
Lawrence. It was called “Moun-

tains of Men”., Underground, as

a learner-official on a mine, he
wrote “Master Jack”, which

- won him a Sari award tor the

best song of 1968.
An underground number in

' the true sense of the word .

The purpose of his trip to the |
States was not musical business, |

but merely. to “see and hear”,
he said.

“I am not a musxcxan;
can’t read or write music”;

Marks does not claim to be a
music writer or folk . er
although he appears regﬂlarly
at Noord Street's folk uecca,

the Troubadour.

said everything was luck.
and none of his fame came in-
tentionally. He would like to
write songs for everyone in-
terested: “just the same as so-
meone who likes gardening”.-
Cape Town-born Marks would
like to promote South African

- talent as he feels we have bet-
than

ter singers “here
overseas countries.

= “There is no free expression

of the arts in this country. Peo-

ple can’t do and say as they.

want to”, he said bitterly.
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Master Jack —7and: Dur-

ban actress Era.ﬁ Dowmng
; have  : announced . their
engagemgn o9 y
l who.is 27, runs
I ‘at-a ban -
| *22-year-old
] Fra.n, ‘who. " has “worked
l with Peter Prowse and for

is ; 1

Theatre,
speech ' and drama
_ Durban.

2; 28MR 197r
“Master

- Jack’
r DaVld
takes
Frances
to

the
Golden
City...

DAVID MARKS, the
South African folk
singer who wrote the
international hit song
“Master Jack” and
his bride, formerly
Frances Downing of
Durban.

: They were marrled
in the Old Fort
i Chapel yesterday.

Frances has appear-
ed ‘in. several stage
productions in Dur- °
ban. ?

: She and David will
live in Johannesburg
“where -opportuni-

_ties are better in the
- entertainment neld"ﬂ
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