


Television is beginn-
~ ing to cough up new
- hames.

~guitar as
*ears to his kind of music.
- Parker is a new name to
eenter the disc orbit and go-
through his credits it’s
- obvious that this young
songster hasn’t had it easy.
At Wits, while reading
- science, he helped with two
promising bands and
“freelanced fanatically for
several others.”

~In 1969, disillusioned by
the dearth of band music, he

- drifted- into folk, rock and
blues and began composing
his own material.

With a BSc and a starring

role in a documentary film

featuring three of his own

composiitions, Ashley blew '

all his money on the best 12-

~ string he could buy and
' began hawking his wares

around Johannesburg..
There was an 18-month run
at a hotel in Hillbrow and
later, after an overseas
break, he returned to
another Johannesburg
restaurant - to ‘‘rediscover
disillusionment.”
‘“Playing to people who

On “Pop Shop" this G
We saw m\( PARKER :

e bent people’ s‘:'i

B.Sc, w

were more interested in
- monkey glands than music

wasn’t leading me
anywhere,”’ he confesses.

It was while working at

Ehls lre;taiurang that he irgext g

nglish immigrant

ALEXANDER and'q'h_e?_

an putting their heads
together. The first song to

‘emerge was ‘“Turn Out The
Lights, Start The Sweet

- Music Rolling.”

Nothing happened. The
two were quick to realise
that they had to lock
themselves away into un-
interrupted discipline.

" “We soon learnt the bitter
realities of the musical
L and the necessity of

- composing something com-
“ mercial,” says Ashley.

But the constant
togetherness had its point
and from the union of the
minds a single saw the light
of day. It is called “Close-
Up,” areggae song aimed at
the African market, with"a
B-side composition entitled
‘‘Laughter” that is aimed at
Whites.

There are 35 more Parker-
Alexander compositions
waiting to be heard. But, at

. least, a start has been made.

Ashley Parker has made
appearances on ‘“Bandbox”
and there are plans for him
to find another audience via
the concert stage.

Waonderful

The moves going on
the scene to launch un-

Leome s music pu
tells me that h
negotiated a deal w
giant Polydor Comp
England which e
that if her record
jected by Polydor |
one country, the pul

I LEONIE PORT on the

- known . smger-songwrlter

* world market are quite in-
- credible.




