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INF'ORMA'rION IN aONl~ECTI01\! WITH Tl1l!i MON ICIPALI'fY . lJ¥'., , ,I

STELLENBOSOH. No. 13. STELLElffiOSCH, .DECEJ.iIBER, 194b~'<-";

A BmTHDAY NUMBER.

This edition of r.M.S. 1s really a birthday number be-
eause it· is just .a year ago that the.~ periodical first began.
,to appear. The first few numbers were written on both ~

sides of ODe single :Co.lio sheet, but as time went on it was'
:f'ound to be necessary to add additional folio sheets. The"·

_shee ta have been folded in such a way that the 'single sheet
appears as tour pages. When two sheets are used, I.M.S. '
:186 8 :pages,· when ~hree ar-e used, 12 page a, In order' to <:'
':l~xpedit'e :the :publication ana circulation of I.M.S., its ,"~"

.. nunb era nave been roneoed ,iIi the IviUDicipal Off'ices, altho-u~ .
'~t, was realised that a 'better job could be expected if' pri~-t..;,.
ing was resorted to. As printers find it next to' impos--'.·
.sible to und e r-ta ke mor-e work and print it at shq.rt._,p.oti.c.e~·
ve have .contLnued w:L-th roneoing. As our'mach-ine is not a1;.··

. young as it used to be, 'i t sometimes displayed great re- '~.
iuctance to run of~ 1,500 copies of' I.M.S~ '. Our capable ana
illing operator has, theref'ore, hsd to use his ·talents to
he full to' prevent a complete breakdown. ,When stencils
iave broken, Miss R. Jbubert, our typist, has had to type
additional ones. Sometimes her work has been most trying
p.no. exacting. . "."

Since-I.M.S. first appeared it has. received 'favourable
isnt ton in various quarters. Vie have even 'r'e'ceived a let-
ter of congratulation from the editor of an ~~ustralian

: ~ai1y. ' Beyond the borders of Stellenbosch,.·· 'the're are' those
~,ho insist on getting I.M.S. regularly end Who are even
;ill-ing to pay for .i t. . While generous tributes must not
8 taken literally, it was appreciated When the Deputy Mayor

. f a larger Mun LcLpa Iity than pur own remarked tha t he had
'ecome so interested in Stellenbosch that he sometimes
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;. ~ontuee<! the :figures perta~ining to his own town ·wi~-r - __ •

_~_ ~ih6seT::r::::: ::so:::-~o busy of l~te that it was not
. c nvenient to discuss the future of I.M.S. Its pUbli-
c tiOD entails much work for those who edit· i t~ for ._-
t '. se who type and roneo i t~ and even. f'9r those who fold
a aespatch it. Under the circumstances the question

. m t crop up sooner or later whether it is worth while
c ntinuing with monthly editions. Ylhen. I.M·e,S. was'

arted its publication was r-egar-d ed as an vexper-tmen t
nd so ·this experiment must soon be a_vfr~at·ed'.· It is
eali':tetl· -that -t aer-e are aome ratepayers ~~howould like'
osee an iexchange o r va ewa tal~ing .pLace-. Once cor-
espcnderrc e "is .a-I-Iowed, it will become' .~,ery dif:ficul t
o .keep ·-·:Pre·e-'· ft~Om ·tIl. e speculative 01- the: .day dreaming
ide of Ml.l1licipal-. a:r:fairs. Like other ..or1'icial -

d semi-of~icfal1>eriodicals, 1.1·.'1. S•. .has .thought it best
~ust ~o .publis~ the views of the Council i~~epresents. 
';rt is .beLf.ev ed 'that those citizens who 1'eE31 aggr-Leved - .
willcontiriue to use the pub'l Lc press as her-e tot'o r-e,

2~ A TOWNPLAEl'TING SCHEME FOR STELLENBOSCH. ,

Up to the present no re1'erence has bc~n made in
I. M.·$~< to town p-lanning, but the mat ter has been given
a cons Lder-ab Le amount of attention by the Council. Our
town is expanding rapidly with the result that new sub
divisions' 01' la110-'- have to be und er-taken and new needs .
met. I:f addi t'iOl1a~' sporting grounds are ne ede d by our
coloured COlil11Un-ity,.. where can those grounds best ..be pro
vided? What ar-e: the best sites for providing additional
:''lesident:i:al accommodation 1'or" Eur-opeans , non-Europeans .
and Natives? These and similar quest~ons deIT2nd a long
term policy and must not be solved in a :happazard manner.
If a Mllilicipality is not to be overtmren' by expan$ion
:?roblems'such as have be"e~.l.'-';mentioned_by us, it is Im
~)eI"ative to embark on a town planning achesie , T~lis'

~0 not only good theory, but it is the actual practice
o~ all progressive municipalities- Some munfueipalities



,.
even have the 1I' own town ~lann !ng~ de.psrtments who _.worK
year in aDd -year out in order to prevent·their municipali
ties .from be ing overtaken by unexpe c't ed pr-ob'Lema- In our
ease Messrs. Bowling and Floyd were appointed to gulde the
Council in this important and difficult task. A stage has
now been reached when it is possible and necessary to in
form th~;~ublic or what is proposed. Further statements
will be issued from time to time.' It must be noted that
aggrieved parties can lodge their objections with the Coun
cil and if redress or satisfaction' is not obtained,' they
can approach the Townships Board•.- The procedure to be
followed in a town plan~ing sche~' is carefully set.out by .
1.8w, and is. further r ef'err-ed to. an the following par-agr-apha,

. .

.3- THE FIRM OF TOWN PLANNING CONSULTANTS.

Colonel P.J. Bowling,' M.T.P.I., F.S.I-,. ·M.I.Struct~E.,

set up as a Town Planning Consultant in ~ohannesburg some
years before. t-he last war. _ He had orig,irially come to
South Africa as repr-eswtat.ive of the :firm ·Adams, Thomson
~d Fry~ leading- town:planning consultant-so in England, who
had been .appcLrrted to do the planning for the towns. of the
Reef and Pretoria. 001. Bowling took over from th.is firm.
He went on active service.in the early part of the war, but
in the later years of the war he r-esumed his practice-

Col. Bowlirig was joined by Mr. T.B. Floyd, M.T.P~·I.,
M. I .. M. & Cy.E. ~ M. S.,A., Soc. O.E., in.. 1944, and the f'irm
then became Messrs- Bowling and Floyd. . .

It was not to the disadvsDtage ot: St'all'~ilbosch that
Mr. Floyd.had particularly detailed insight into the ~f

fairs of the towny for the reason that he had been in the
service ot: the Municipal Councilor StellenboBch for· a
number of years during the time that th~ aewer-Lng of the
town was being carried o~t.

Both Col. Bowling and Mr.\:· Floyd have been associated
with thG town ~lanning work of al~ the Reef towns and
Protoria. Mussra. Bow~ing and Floyd have been and



APPOINTMENT ~.As eONSULT.A:r:rrS FOR STELLENBOSCH.
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sti2l are,coDsultants to Johannesburg, Pretoria, Durban
and the. Reef towns.' At the moment they ha?8 twenty
~ownp1anning schemes for towns in the Transvaal' and
'he Cape. .
~

4-
i
( . Messrs. Bowling .and Floy<! were appointed as coneuL-
. tants for the Municipality of Stel1enbosch in January,
. 1945. In the b egfnn ang difficultie.s were encountered

which were bound to created-elay_· The main difficulty
was the lack, as in most towns, of suitable data in the
:Corm of maps based, on which the~cheme cou.Ld be p r-epar-ed,

Preliminary work has provided' the Munic Lpa1i ty
with a basic map·showing'all·subd1visions and properties

'within the Municipality. Then Map No.1, thesoca1led
civic survey map, showing exf.s t ing condi tiona, was. Bub"':'"'
mitted and forwarded to the Administrator, as're'quired
by law. After this map had been prepared,. a tentative
scheme was nr-ep ar ed and ·the d i aw Lng 'Was .discUssed with
the Council so that· it was possible for the firm to pro-

. ceed with·the preliminary sche~e, which is Map No.2, re
qUir~d by law. Together 'wi t~i. this map the f'Lrm has for
warded to Stellenbosch the preliminary statement of pro
poaaLa .:for deveiopment. and 24 cop Le s ..of a comprehensive .
report on the scheme, called nS.tel1enbosch Town Planning
Scheme No. 1 of 1946~n

5. FURTHER·' PROOEDURE.

Map No.2' and the abovementioned documents h&ving
been submitted, the Council wi.J..I now have to' proc ee d
further in terms· of the Regulations promulgated under
Ordinance No. 33 of 1934 and advertise the scheme,
giving the pUblic an opportun~ty to lodge objections
should they fael.,that their inte~csts are affected. The
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map and'·scheme'.claUsos will be. open for J.nspeci·ionlfo~·d;hc.
pUblic during the period that the advertisement, appears. •
Any person making a statement or objectionwill·be given an
oppor tun f ty to appear before the. Council on a day set aside
for this punpoae and at this meo ting t.b;e~consultents will '\,
also be present. After this h ear-Lng, th(;' scheme is :ad-
justed and adopted by the OouncfL, with or wLthcu't amend
ment, arid thel1 f'or-war-d ed t,,:.. the".i\(iljinis·~rBtor~ ,. Any c1g- '
grieved parties whose ob je c t Loria t hav e vnot been met by t he
Council will tnen have all opportunity to appeal. to the·'
Townships Board. ._

Tho aovantages of a scheme are that afra~e-work for
future development is laid down so that any growth that'
takes place docs so In anordorly mariner- instead of in a
haphazard way.- This embod t eet - '.

(a) ThG laying down of 8 network of main roeds.

(b) The zoning or setting aside of areas for particular
uses so that confused developITcnt with shops, fac
tories and houses mixed together will not t ake place
in the future. ,-

(c) The laying down of density zones which control the
size of ervan, the free 's~ace about buildings and the
he ight of buildings. Th9 effect of th~s wou'l d 'b c. to
stabilise land values and/protect tho amenities of '.
the diffGrent noighbourhoods by preventing congested
.~cvGlopment. Height restrictions benefi~ in that
t'.i.lqy prevent traffic congo s tLon and ensure access .of
sunli~~t and air to buildu1gs and the. street.

7. THE POLL. ., ,'. ';
th~t t

The poll/was dem8Dded at the Ratepayers mGcting on
-8th October took place on 7th NOVCITDer. The Ratepayers'

~
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meeting' sanctioned the dis'tr'ibut ion scheme proposcd 13y
the 'Council, but rejected the proposal to buy the farm,
Ida t s Valley and to construct a :storagO :d,am' 'therea - :.At.:,:::,
tho-~ ,po1-1 the' 'pr090sal t obliy the-abovement ionedfarmahd- "
to conatruc t .the storage' dam was again turned down.' Many'
r-a t epayena have asked w~o't '~hc position is now. The
answer- is 'threefold. ID', the first place tho Provincial
Adrcinistrationhas been informed that tho Ratepayers f.

coriacrrt has 'be en ob t a Ined To r- apart of the original
loan, viz. the 'part pertaining to the in~rovGment of the
distribution of our water supply_ In the second placG
the option ~n the farm Idn's Valley has lapsed. In the
third p'Lacc the· COUDe'iI' is considering f'Lnanc LaL implica
tions of additional schemes that may be undertakon •
It is possible that the Council may suggest.a conference
vfith the ra t~PGycrs in order' to solve our problem.
Nothing has been decided with regard to plans for f'ut.ur-c
conau.Ltataon, but it must be emphasised that goodw Ll l,
and co-operation arc the prerequisites :for solving a
problem' that is both' formidable and not conf Lncd to olir:"
own town alone. At any conf'cr-encc that may take place
we do sincerely hope that .,cvcrY,vestigo of recrimina
tion vlill be "absen t and that the discussions that may
ensue, will be as between citizens 'a~d brothers. We
must ,set high standards for Ratepayors' meetings-

8. PERSONAL.

In the last issue of I.M.S. it\v8s annouric cd that
satisfactory reports had been ~)t2incd about the condi
tion of .Mr-, J. ,Louw, a f orrccr- ornp Loyoo at the Infectious
Diseases Hospital. Mr. Louu hOG taken ill and was a
pat icnt .at Nelspoort SanatoI'ium. .Nev7S has now COITIC to
hand 'that Mr•. Louw sucJdenly succumbed 'on the 19th lirov9m
'b or-, We cx teridiour hC8rtt:qlt:.,symp',~"thy'.::t'oMrs. Louwvend
her two ·childroii:'- 'one ofvJh:6rl~:\:7-a's,bol"ln.'after Mr~ Lou..1/lT t·:s

. death. T·hase :viho .kn ew >Mtf.;-~·I...ouw'viiii r-crccmo cr him as a
~cindhcarted,' willil1g and efficient employee and f:r.icnd,~
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9. INOIlliASING THE NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS.

In' 1945 the Oouncf.L -considered the 'advisability ot: 'in-
creasing' the riuniber of Councillors. At that t.ime it was
maintained that the time had not come for undertaking such
as tep. In' September of this year a nuniber of Women's'
organisations at Stcllenbosch peDitioned the Council to
roconsider its .f'or-mer- decision and to accede to their re
que s t , ·ri:;.c Council has now r-e con s Lo cr-c d -Llle ma t ue r- and
has given its approval to the idea of increasing' the number
of Councillorso For the information of tho pUblic tho
legal aspects of the matter arc set out hereunder:

Sections of the Munf.c tpa I Ordinance relative to the
proposal are as follows:-

,Section·IO: "The Administrator may from time to time by'
Proclamation exercise all or any of the :following powers:'-

lO( g) Determine' and a1 ter, within' tno limits of the Or
dinanc~ the number of Councillors assigned to any
Mun ic ipalityrt. . .__ ..

The basis used for the, determination of the number or
councillors to be assigned to a municipality is not men
tioned in the Ordinance otherwise than in -

. Sect ion 9: ''Whenever the number of" coune illors for any
mUD icipa1 i ty if3: determined· under the prov is ions of the
Ordinance, it shall be some mUltiple o r three, not less
than s Lx; an c{ no t more than t:wenty-four' (unle as the po-.
puLat fon o"f'the municipality exceeds one hundred
thousand, when the number may bo .. Dot ,excISed ing t1].Jr_ty- .:'.
s Lx}. If the Municipality is divide:tf-:~il'fto"w'ar'ifs;---tfiree

co unc t.Ll.o r-e shell be returned for e e cnward-." .r·, .

. ., ;.•-r-

To add to the number of councfL'Lor-s; itwiil b;e·:'·....· ,..»,:~ ..'. ..
. necessary to petition the ..Aamini~~tr~:tp"r- thereto- :...;>:-.:; ..

. . . . ,'. . . -' .

Section l2( 2). "A petition' presented on behalf or a munic'i
pality whother constituted 'under the gen6rol law or a special
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law, shall state pr~clsely'.what exerQ1..ac. ·of· th~-1?dwers ot'
section 10 of. the····G-~d.iJ.tance· 'corirci~rcd on the ...ACiministra
tor is desired by tho petitioners,:~nd shall pray' for
.auch specific exercise theroof, and may' pray ~or any par
tial exercise of such powers; and ShBll be signed by

. t:p.c·l1ayor (or, in 'his absence, .by the Deputy-Mayor-, or
a Ooune illor duly authorised in that behalf), by whom it

.shall be certified t'hat the pe ti.t i.on is in terms of 0 r-c
solution car-r-Led by a majority of enrolled voters present
and voting at a general meeting of enrolled voters con- .
veDod for the purpose in accordance'with a resolution
of the OouncLL, or. Ln tho event af a poll hav ing been a'o
manded at ·such ~&eiiDg, carried by a majority of the votes
cast at such.poll

Section 12(3); ifThe subs t anc e and prayer of' every pe
tition shall, before it is submitted to the Admin"istra':" .."'
tor, be pub Lf.ahed in the Pr-ovLnc LaL Gazett0, and in some
newspaper circuiating ll1 the neighbourhood concerned, at
least once a ~Jeok durLng three. conaocut Lve weeks. n

10. THZ ROYAL VISIT.

We r~gr0t t~ announco that no official intimation
has "yet bcebrdccivcd T.vith rcgerd to what part of our
suggested pr-ogr-amrao for the Royal Visit has been sp-
p rovcd by the Pril~~e Minister. Such pl"'olir.l1in8r~y

and provision8~ arrangements DS could be undGrtakop,
have been "atteIi1J.)·t"o·d, but it does nat a c ern \viscto
enlarge on th~ir..,br ·eXf>.lai.n: thCl:1 when nothing is de-
finite' yet. '. . .... -

"-

The response bfthc pWJlic in the campaign of sel
ling Christmas stomps for erecting SUl1shine Homes :for
children who hove lJCCD in corrt ac t VIi th tuborculotics
has been splendid. On '71\jov~.:f-:TI)Cl'" 22, Mrs. Scrton;- the
local Honore:ry"Treasuror of the Christmas Stomp FuIjd,
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was able" to state 'that' she -had already 'banked £372.
What' is more, some money has stilI to come in. When
all the money has b cen received, it will be interesting
and heLpf'uL to SGO how the younger generation has con-
tributed. .

J.2. GENEROUS DONORS.

When it'became apparent that the Nurses' Home and
the Administrative Block at the Inf'cctious Diseases
Hospital could be opened towards' the end of' November,
it was f'elt that the opening ceremony was the right time';
to im~vo jD the present gate giving admission to
the HospitaL A new entrance f'or the Hospital was
designed and it· was anticipated that the work could
be undertaken without asking assistance f'ram Govern-
ment... , Miss L. Wirth generously contributed £50 and
Mr.S.1;)•. Sacks added £25 in an equally generous way.

Unf'ortunately the; new entrance has not be en under
taken yet as the tendered price f'or erecting it ex
ceeded the amount in hand very considerably.

As the Government has signified their willingne~s

to contribute towards the cost, the erection or the
new entrance will be undertaken in due course. It
was unf'ortunately not undertaken soon enough to be
completed (or begun) in time ror the opening of' the
Nurses I Home.

13. DECEMBER.

During December estimates arc made up :Cor the fol
lOWing year. The various Committees or the Council
each 'meet to consider their needs and progran~es f'or
the next 12 months'. When they have indicated what
their requirements ar-e , the Fina'Dee"Committee and the
Cow1cil as a whole must decide what is within the realm
of' possibility. The money for the proposed programme
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has to be toun~ and the rata levied. For the Finance
90nmittee and especially ,for its Chairman, Mr. L. Hof
$eyr, as well as for the Council as a whol:e, Dece~ber is
~ moat important month. .
{

l »econiber is also the month in which Christmas ·falls.
pn behalf of the Municipality I.ll.S~ wishes to extend to
every individual and to every home in our ar-ea good
wishes and kindly greetings•

.14. JU1'lIOR DAY.

The Council gratefully acknowledges 8 donationo~

£50 from the Juniors of 1946 towards the :funds of' the
Infectious Diseases Hospital. Tho' money has b con _
donated by the students for the PU~P08C of construct
ing a tennis cour t at the new Nurses' Home_.· The Coun-

- cil is glad that it could in some sraal.L measur-e con
tribute to the fun and success- of' .. Junior Day by -making
some of its drauEht animals .ava :tleble -for the gr-ca.t
occasi.on.
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