INFORMATION IN COFNECTION WITH THE
MUNICIPALITY OF STELLENBOSCH.

- le PAVING ON SIDE ?ALKS

Several months ago the Council was approached
by the S*udents Christian Association (S.C.A.) with
the request that it pave the corner of the sidewalk
immediately in front of their premises, the firm -~
undertgking to pay all expenses. The Council
undertook to do the work on this condition. The -
-start was somewhat delayed by other work that had
to be complected first. ' But eventuelly a start
weas made and now the work has been complcted.

Somc 600 square yards of cemcnt cover the ground

in front of thc business prcmiscs. Such a largec . -
picec of ccment presents the dasnger thet cracks
may -eppcar in thc surfacc. By carcful planning. ”Q
this cen bec avoidcd, or rathcr allowcd for, along%
thc grooves wherc the cracks arc not spparcnte. The
fact that thc Millstrcam runs undcrncath the

ground thet hed to bc pavcd, add¢d to the cost

and the difficultics, but fortunatcely thc job hes
bcen compleitcd@ end the S.CeAs czn faocc many south
‘cestcrs knowing that much dust will not cntcr thceir
building, or cven the wintcr reins with thcir mud
and dirte. Thc ccmeht peving guarcntcocs thot muddy
fcet will be & thing of thc past. Mr. HMglan, thc
_Town Enginccr, rickons thet it costs the Municipe-
ity approx1wgt 1y 4/6d per sguerc yard to do the
a“rkﬁ :
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‘Thr.c¢ firms if Bird strfuh he v:,also cslicd
that th'SldCWmlﬁq in f.on%t of their promiscs be
paved in the seme wey. - On: fTimm 1o =0 enxious t0
have the work done that it hfs poid in edvenceswhile
eandther firm hes promiscd ©o: poy og 00N as ever a
start isnmdc. In oux busicet girs=sts pavad
sidewelks will merk a graet 1:9:3!0 rent. Let us
hops that. in due courss chﬂ wholsz business cres will
be properly paved and thei Bh meny encroachments
on the sidewalks will diseppiar. It is unfortunate-
ly true that many prﬁmlses encroach on the sidowalks
and tend to maue narrow str-ete still narrowgr.

2. A FOREMAN, A }MASON AITD I”O DATLY LABOUR.RS.

‘Visitors to thes Cape Pcnlnsula and 1o the Bo—
lond in genersl are impréssed by our beeutiful _
architecture. Unfortunately it is only t00 true
that the names of wmeny of our cieftsmen havs not
been recorded. wWe know the i.ames O0f an erchitsct
like ‘Thibault and a sculptor line Anreith and r.-—
coptly it was possible to draw gttention in I.iL.S.
10 the remerksble career of C. Hager who bulilt

some ten churches ninety yeers ago. The craftsmen
who knows his job; confers a real boon on his oun
and succeeding generstions. . Por thic rceson I.l.S.
may be pardoned for refeLrlng to e fevw Of our 1sng
“"fine workmen.

- The foreman referrcd %o @bove 1s Hr. Gert Liey
who has been in charge of any gangs of oys but
who has in recent nonths laid to. Paving in front of
the Town Hell snd who has jusi cowpletesd the cenent
work in front of the S.CeA. Dullciing. Wnen Mr.
lley started layins the stonsa at th? Town Hall
he was not convinc:d thet it would ¢ satisfactory
to fix them in cement. 30 he startzd. with enothsr
form of substreztum which would sllow grass to grow
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"between the stones. It was thought that the
grass would hold the stones together; that it
would soften the overall impression and that pos-
gibly cement would heve a deadéning effect. For.
daye Mr. Mey and his- assistants worked, butpeace
of mind did not come his way. Eventually he de—:
cided in consultstion with Dr. P.J.S. de Wet and
" Mr. W. Blersch that a cement bedding was thebest
solution, that the stones should be laid nzar P
each other asnd thet very little cement should ac-
tuslly be vieible. Once he had found his clue
the work progressed steadily. Thé completed
job reflects credit on.his perseverance and good.
craftmanship end taste. And the work at the
S.C.A. is 50 successful that it will be repeated

elsewhere- :

The daily lgbourers are Mr. Mey's two ha-”f i
tlve assistants. Johnson hss bren with him for
four years. He -aind his family are housed in- Kaya
Mandi. . His shy nature does not permit him to~1n—
dulge in conversation but he knows the ins and-
outs of whatever is at hande He is & real asq1q—i
tant because his chief works end he assists in -
everything. Johnson speaks Afrikssus and Eng- -
lish when it is absolutely necessary to use the .
tongue in acdition to the hands, back and feet. .
The third member of this team spoke neither of .
the . 0fficial languages. When Mr. Mey was asked
how he got elong with him, he replied thst.he re-
garded him as dunb. . "If he understsnds nelther
Afrikasns nor sngllsh, how G0 you meke him under-
stand?® "That is guite easy™, was the unexpsct-—
ed reply. "He listens n:t to my words, but to
the tone of-my voices It doss not matter what
I say, it only matters how I say it. For some’
three years the three pcople worked togethsr,
when at last the most silsnt of the psrty de-
cided that he would rsvieit his reserve, In

e
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due course he left. After reaching his home,
Alfred caught cold .snd within a fortnight he had
passed away, but his work.can still be seen in front
of the Town Hall. : -

But we also wentloned a. mason. Hs is a
coloured meaiy Marthinus Silvester, who has been in
tiie Council's employ for more than nine years.
Marthinus built the wall behind the Theological
Seminary several years ago.  lore recently he has.
constructed the low walls along the Millstream in
front of the Town Hell. In fact all the walls and
masonry on the Town Hall si¥e are his He has &
remarkable capacity for carrying on alone day aftsr
day. The job tiet will take months and monthe to
complete does not frighten hiiw He Jjust carrics
on guletly with a smile. ‘

3.  HOSTEL FOR GIRLS Ii BUSTIISS.

It was @nticipated that +: Housing Conmlssion

would r"J.ve a favourable reply > thc regusst to sanc-
‘tion & loan for buying a su1UL319 Qlecé of ground
for the Girls' Hostel.  Thé Co::tissgion is al-

lowed to advance 90,5 of th- 1303 ana in this case

it was willing to do so. ,nr re aldlnr 1075 has
been found from another sdurlcee The responsible

" commitise has bren gble to procure th“ ground that
they so much wanted to accuire. It borders on
Alexander Street and. is almost .two morgen in ,extent
which means that there will be space for some forins
of sports The ground was thz propzriey of:Mrs.

van Ger Byl and it is to De hoped that arrangements
canl be made whereby admission to th: Hostel. grounds
can be dbtaiheﬁffrOhxhar et S reet as well as from

Alexander Street. | The grount'uﬂCQr discussion is
Nsar our business arsa aiG al.o near the railway

station. . It borders on the i bBngdo—shapsd grass
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island which is formed by the divided Alexander
Street. The Hostel will also nheve ths additional
advantage of being near Bergzicht with its cportlng
facilities and the proposed A.C.V.V. club centre.
Wg understsnd thst an architect has alresdy been
appointed and therefore there is go06 resson to

believe that the worx will progreqs smoothly.

L. ART GALLERY, ART C“WTRE, ART GLA;SES;

The Governnent Was approsched soms time ago
to assist with the starting o our Ant Gallery at .
Grosvenor House. We are glad to annotnce that ths
responsible Minister has bzen prepared o make 3.
generous contribution of £2,000,no0t yet conflrmed
by letter. On behalf of ths public of Stcllen-“““
bosch I.M.S, would like to assurs lMr. Hofmeyr of )
our gratltude and apprec1otlon.

An art centre is not cuite the same %hing ass

an art gellery.: . The art centre is a place where -
.art is taught. .. In Rondebosch, for instencs, you™ -
"heve the Frank Joubrrt Art Centre, while at Jorces-.
ter thes Hugo Naude 4rt Centre is to be found. Va-
rious.people have urged that Stellenbosch should -
also hsve its own art.centre.’ It is even known -
that the kducstion Depsrtm-nt in Capc Town would -
walcome the creation of such an institation. If

it sanctions an art centre, it also acsists with
building costs and staffing. As no building is

at prksent available for such & centrec, the met—
ter cannot be pursued at the momente. It will,
‘however, be clear thet the Art Gallery in Gros—
venor House will be an acdded inducement to start

ah art ceintre at Stellenbosch wes-well.

~ In the mesnwhile the arts sgné Crafts De~—
partment of ths Feculty of Educetion of th Uni-
versity of Stellenbosch is willing %0 &ssist
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boys and girls to get some help with handicraft
apd art tuition. 'In a circular t> the schoolg

the perticulars are set forth. . The scheme pro-
vides that children can get tralnlng at the Univer-
sidy on certain afternoons and that only a nominsl:
cherge is made for the use of mat=rials.” Students
{n training at the University will assist with.

the work under the supervision.of Messrs. Badenhorst '
end Visser, the lecturers rcsponsible for teaching
the sdbgect.‘ ,

5. IHANKITG THH PUBLIC

As,a rﬁsult of the rains that have fellen and
the ¢00ler weather that has set in, the Public
Worke Committee (its Chairmen, Councillor.C.E. Smit
had bzen given power to act in this mattar) de~-
cided on 23rd March, -2948 that the restrictions
that had been placed on watering of gardens, c¢ould
be somewhet rslax:d.  .The Committee decided that
it would be lswful to water gardens betwsen 50! clocic

"and 8 o'clock in th: mornings ané during  the
afternoons. During the time thet it :was only
pPermissible to water gardens in-the morning period,
the public co-operated magnificsntly and thereby
retrieved a difficult situation. I.M.S. has
Pleasure in voicing th graiitude ol the Council.
1t was hot necessary to teile legsal action agains®
'a simgle offender. Public cwlﬂlueaness'does in-
deed mean doing things as well zs foregoing perl—
leges which the publlc WOal Cerentss

6. TH.ANKI*\TG TH:: JUI’IORS or 1 er

The Junior Students of 1017 cclebrated thﬂir
Junior Day or Spring Day in the traditional style.
The procession through ﬁhSFQuLIGEQ ané th- floats
were on as grand s scals as in th? pas One is
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al80 glad to know that ell the fun and the merri-
ment did not blind the participants to the needs
of the less privileged. The Juniors eollected
money for the Anti-Tubsrculosis Fund. This Fund
assists necessitous cases who arg not receiving
hospital treatment. The Committee in charge of
this work represents almost all th:s responsihle
bodies in th- town and it has recently tazen s
step forward by appointing s full time nurse to do
visiting. The appointmsnt means incurring addi-
tional expense and for that reason alsg ths £100

. donated by the Juniors of 1947 is most welcome .and
highly appreciated. Unfortunate indeed is g Uni-
versity city where there is a spirit of town versus
gowna Far happier the city vwhere it is a case of
town and gown.

7. CHRISTMAS STANMPS.

During Novenmber snd the fi.st days of Decenber
Christmas Stemps were again sold in the schools,
boarding houses, offices and business establish-

- ments of Stellenbosch. The inmstes working or
living in them gave handsomely. Even boards of
public or conmercizl bodies assisted splendidly.
The result is that some £450 could be sent to the
responsible national committee. This committee
has seen fit to allot the lerge floating cup
Stellenbosch for the achiwwement of 1947. The
organisers of the work locally wish to thank the
bublic and slso the young and very young menbers
of our community.  The Sunshine Homes csrry on
partly beceause of their strenuous exertions.

8. FOR THOSE INTERSSTZD IN OLD STELLZNBOSCH.

It is proposed occesionslly to write some-
thing thet may interest those who- like to dwell on



the yesterdays as well as on the todays. For this
nunber of I.,H.S. we confine our attention to the
Magistrate's Court ané the Police Ststion in Plein
Street. How long heve the iaglstrstes been doing
their work at this particular spot9 Who were the
‘first occupiers of the plot? Who have occupied

it since? These and similar qguestlons are DBriéf-—
ly answered below.

In a book kept in tue Survéyor-General's
Office in Caps Town it ig inGicatced that transfer
of the whole property ou vhich the Magisirete's
Office @s well as the Police guart:irs are situst:zd
‘was given to Roelof Jonasz on 14th July, 1716.

The size of th: plot is given as 5 by 12 roedeny

a roede besing 12 feet. On the east the property
borders on the "plein® of Stnll'ﬁbosch, i.e. wherc
Grosvenor House is now situstcd, and on the west

i% borders on the strost next to the Graveyard, the
latter having extendcd from tl1-. »resent Plein Stroe
%0 the present Church Strect .ihe abovemegntionca
Jonasz reoceilved transfer ol,hls Deoperty just a
vear before the Kerkrzad aC”DiféG the site on which
the Dutch Rcforwed Church svill Suands.

T

A subse uent ownar oi o106t was the voor—
leser (church clerk) anc 04-01233’ 2r, Christiszan
Krynauw. The latter heé esiv, o Stellenbosch in
1761 -and hsé bzen a:n inted ‘chuzci: elerk and school-

master. He scems to heve glvsn setisfaction to
all conc-rned until th 1if§ becarte s0 full that
he did not find enough tiiic o uEOCAo When
przssnd for time he go% nis wifc end childr:ecn

to oificiate for him, sty 1ncu- ring the aGis-
Pleasure of thc churci: °4h“311b;'k.’*'av 1763
‘Krynauw rosigned frow his officisl duties and
Possibly then went to occuy his own Drovertiy.
“hile he was church cl i he =oulé nsturslly heve
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occupied the house soecially reserved for the
1local incugibent of the office. Krynauw died in
1787 and in the same year his widow sold' the pro—
perty to thc megistrate H.L. Blettermsnn, It is
interesting to note that the civil servents of,
those days hsd as little ready cash ss Dresent in-
cunbents for Blettermann had to raise a fairly
large bond.,“. ’

Tn 1823 the propurty passed 1nt6 the hande of
the Government. Lord Chsrlcs Somerset had come
to the conclusion that the educstion of slave
children between the agcs of L and 10 should be
teken in hand. - He hed a letter written to the

"authorities at Stellenbosch in which he charged
them to have a proper schoolroom built for the ,
young slaves. The local people su; gested that
the property of Blettermann be bought instead and
gave as thesir reason that the house itself couldbs
used for a magistrate's court, or rathsr as a '
court room for the landdrdst and heemraden, while
" the annexse, a building of 80 by 18 feet, could be
used for the slave school. It is 11‘ely that the
annexe had been the slave quarters of Blattermann's
household. The Governor 's.>roved of the proposal
and gllowed the necessary alterations to be ane;
in the annexe. By 1824 the school building was
ready and ths first Government schoolmaster for
the slave population could be appointed. After
some delay thhs local m1Q51onary Erasmus Smit was
duly installed. ‘Blettermann's house had thus
become the local seat of Government and the an—
nexe the first Government slave school in the
country 01sar1ct

Erasmus Smit's stay at Stellenbosch does not
seeit t0 have been to0 happy. His missionary
bosrd were not able tO pay him as much &s he



~desired and so he resigned as missionary in 1826
while retaining his position as teach:zr, His chil-
dren attended the local English’school but Smit

had to lodge a conplaint because the schoolmasier
had flogged his eldest son Salonon unduly. While
the complaint was belng inve ulfaurd Salomon stayed
at home,; but no sooner haé h: »siurnczad to school
or he rcecglved another thrashing, Subseguently
Smit also appealed to the schoo! cormittee on bs-—

. half of another of his childr.:i. To meke things

© worss for him, the n-w missioncry, A.D. Liickhoff,

- .who was appointed carly in 1C30, was a great.suc—-
ccss and his school prov«d t2 B¢ rore popular than
Smit's, which was drainsd o2 its pupils. By 1832
Smit left and thc slave school vas merged in that
run by Lickhoff on benalf of thz Ste llenboqch
leQ1onary Socie tJ ' :

With the removal of th= 71 .ve school the
spacious building could be put to other use and.
in due course the public school presided over by
Huinphrey McLachlan Was move d thither. ’ '

_ McLacnl n occupi-d ch~ building until his
school was closed down in 1865. Li the placc of
the Govsrnment qch,ool, the roeidents of Stellen-
bosch started their famous Stellenbosch Gymnasium.
The locel board of guarentors had to provide their
own school and so Dorp Strcet bescame the education-
al centre for a while. As s rosult of growth in
the new institution, new premises had to be fou.d

and so by arrangenent with the govrrnnant the
guarantors obtsin:d possession of ths old guaritcrs
1n Plein Street, on condition, however, that wnen
they did not reculre ths building for cducstional
-purposss any longcr,-it haé to revert. to ths
Governmente. '
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In 1874 then the old building became the
seat of the Gyrmasium and of the newly formed Arts
Departmcent. For the classes of the Arts Depart—-
ment aGcditional rooms were erected at the bhack of
the 0ld anncéxe.  Entrance to them was from Ryne-
veld Streets  Some of the names comnccted with
the school and the Arts Department, €.g. thosec of
Professors Mansgvelt, MscKenzie, MacDonald and
Gordon, are still well known in Stellenbosch.

After the Arts Department undsr the neme of
Victoris College, had moved to its new premiscs -
in 1861, the school remsined on in the old ‘build-‘
ings byt in the coursc of time it also wantedmores:
space and better buildings. The gchool has in
fact chenged its gbode three times sinc¢ lssv ing
Plein Street. ' : o

And now it is mootod that the Polices imay be
legving the building in ths not too distsaiit

futurc.  When the ncw Msgisirste's court is
built, will it be uvn the 0ld sitec Oor On a new
one? If on a new site, will it Dbz worth while

retaining the o0ld building?
G- PERSOLIAL.

I.M.S. 1is glad to record that ths condition
of Dr. Li-sa. Diemont has steadily improved since he
took 1ill on 20th March. Dr. end Mrs. Dicmont at-
tended the tce at the Town Hsll given in honour
of the visiting parliamentery Cricket Teesm. When
glnost all thc Buests hsd left, Dr. Di:mont took
seriously 1ll, but as hess already been =aid, his
condition is mwuch improvsd.

We are gled to extend s warm welcome to
Sister J.:. Wessels, who has come to do the work
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of visiting nurse for the Anti-Tuberculosis Com
mittce. e trust that her work will be productive
~of much good and that she will bec very happy among
USe

(

iO. TRAFFIC CONTROL.

t If the éver incrcasing traffic iu the town is
to b¢e controllcd in a satisfactory msnner, co—-opcéra—
tion of the public and thce Treffic Officisls is es-
scntisal. On thc onc hand there arc complaints that
the town is being ovcer-cpntrollcd, ana on thc other
hand dcmands thaet much more¢ should bc donce.

guitc rceently a promincnt menbcr of our com—
munity handcd us a list of dangcrous irrcgulsaritics
which had comc to his noticcs He had a narrovw c¢s-—
capeCe Anothcr motorist cut g corncr. - When this
wss pointcd out to him, his excusc was that hc had
signallcd.

The 1ist is -
(2a) @utting corncrs.
i') Cyecling two and thrce sbrcest in nerrow str.cts.

(e) Lorrics going at more thaon 20 miles pcr hour ino
narrow strccts. F ] i

(d) Drivcrs étarting from rest witheut logking to scc
if gnoth:sr car is gbout to pszss them..

(

O

)  Pcdcstrisns.and cyclists darting from bchind
cars to croes g strcct uwithout satisfying
themeelves that no notor car: is zbout tO pasSs
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