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INFORMATION IN CONNECTION WITH THE

MUNICIPALITY OF "STELLENBOSCH.

·1. PAVING ON SIDEV1ALl{S.·
. . . • I . '

. Several morrths ago the COUDC i1 W8'S .appr-oeched .
by the ~udents Christian Association' (8. C.A.) with . ,
the request that it pa~e the corner of the sidewal~

immediately. in :front of their premises, the I'irm":-
undertaking to pay all expenses. The Oounc LL
undertook to do the work on this condition. The

. startw-as somewhat d aLaycd by other work that had
to be completed :first.) But eventually a start
was made and now the work has been co~lcted. r

Some 600 square yards o:f cement cover the ground' .­
in front of the business premises. Such 8 large·
piece o:f cement presents the danger th~t cracks ­
may .app c ar- in the surface. By careful planning·;A:..
this can be avoided, or rE,thc·r allowed for, along''i?
the grooves Where thG cracks arc. not apparent. The
fact that the Millstream 'runs undernea'th the
ground thL:t h.ad to be pav cd , ad dr.d to the cost
and 'thq dif:r-icultics, but f'o r-t unatic Ly tho job h8S

been completed end the S. C.A. can t'oc c many south
c~stcrs knowing thot ~uch dust will not enter their
b.uilding, or even the 'winter reins rJiththcir. mud
and -dil-,t. The cement p8vi-ng guar-orrt.c cs thGt~uddy

:feet nill be c thing of' the pr.s t , Mr. Mri18n,' the
.Town Eng Lnccr-, . reckons' t hr. t it costs the Municipf-l-:-:­
l'ity fipproximDtcly 4/6d 'per square Y8rdto do the
work..
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Thr:.,c· f'iriils iir:"Bird str!~ l;'~' hcv c also cs:::cd
that the s Ld cwa lks in "f..ant :of' thcirprcmiscs "be
:paved in the aerce we.y. - Ol1~ fi:"'jj: i::: s o enx i ous to
have the work done that it 11t' s p~;icT in advcnc'c ,-while
another ~irm has promised tOrpcy 88 soon 8S ever a
start iSI1l3de. In our busL)s"c s-Gr·~t~ts paved
sidewal:cs will",TIl8rlc a gr:Jet iC)r~Vc11:Gnt. Let us
hops that, in due course the- nll,)l:'; !JUS iIrSES 0rea will
be properly paved and that th~ ~2ny encroac~ents

on the sidewallcs will disep~~8r. It is unfortunate­
ly true" thD 'i~ many pr emi,s es enc r-oach on the sid 8YJall-cs
and tend -to make nar-row s tz-. e t s still narr-owcr-,

Visitors to the Cspe Peninsula and to the Bo­
l~nd in general are Dnpr0SEed by our beautiful
architecture. Unfortunately it is only too true
t hat the names of rcany of our c iat't smen have not
'b Gen rec ord ed • '~le know t he r.arne s vf a11 erchit ec t;
like -Thiboult and &1 sculptor' line Anre ith and rl.,­
cODtly"it was possible t o draw attention in I.l.I~S.

to the r-eraarkebLe career of C. Hage r who buLLt
some t en churches ninety yea11s ago. The crar't emen
who knows his job, confers a reai 'boon ion his O\li1

and succeeding generD~i~n~. For thi~ reason I.E.B.
may be pardoned for refe.i'ril1[ to 8 fer} of OU11 L:8np:

'"fine wo r-kman, "

The foreman referred t o [:l)ovc is Ml'. Gert Eez,r
who has been in charge of nai13T Langs of oOJTs but
who has in recent n~nths laid t~~ ?aving in front of
the 'I'own Hall and who has jU~'c co.cpLe t ed the" c emerrt
work in :front of the S.• C•.A. i.::i~lilC, ii1':;. :dhen Hr.
Hey started lavin~ :thc sto~J~ a~ th] Toryn Hall
he was notcon~in~~d that it ~oulC ~~ satisfsct:)ry
to fix them in cement. So hs st~rt3dwith another
f'o rm 01' BUDa t r e t um wh Lch :,7oulD all or; Sl"8e s· to gJ::OVl



,3·

,'bet'ltveen the stones. It was thought that bhe
grass would hold, the stones together, . that it·
woulg'so:rten the overall, impression and t'hat pos'­
aibly c emsn t 1/iiouldheve a deadeninge:ffect. Po.r .
days Mr,. Ivley and ,his· 'assistants wbr1ced,butp'ace.

, of' mind did not come his way_ Eventually he de~~

cided in consultation, with Dr. p.J. S. de !Vet and;'
Mr'. W. 13le.rsch.thata cemerrt "i)eddil1g\was t.he bse t-.
solution, that t h-; stones' ahouLd bela id near
each other and that very little' cen:en1{shou~d ac­
tuallybe visible. Once he had round his clue ,
the w~r~ progressed steadily. The completed
job r-ef'Lec t a credit on. h Ls perseverance and good
c r-ar'tmanatrrpvand t$3ste. And the work at the
S. C• .A•. is'so success:ful that 1. t will be' repeated
else~~ere~ , , \

The daily labourers are Mr.' :Mey's two Na~_.·.
t Lve aaaaat arrt s, -Johnaon has b':'en VJi"th him f?r
.:four years~ He and his fan:ily are housed in':~~y~r'
Mand i., . His. shy' na-tur-e do es not ,p ermi.t h tm t&-:-: 'in":'
duLg e. ..·~nconversation 'bu t he xnows the' ins and>:,
'outs of what eve r is at hand. He is a real aas Le-. '~

tant because his chie.f works end he assists in ' '
everything. Johnson speaks .Afrika8J.Js and Eng- :
lish when it is absolutely necessary tonse the ~

tongue in aGdition tci the hands, back and teet. ~

The third member of' thie team spoke ne1ther of
the .orf'Lc LsL Languag es, vVhenMr. Mey' was ssked
how h.e got along with him, he r.eplied tha t < he re-
garded -l'lin~ as pUllID. vr r he unde r-s t anda ne I tIler
Afrikaans nor 3nglish~ how do y~u make hire under-
stand? U ttThatis' quf, te, e aay ", V'l8S the unexpect-
ed reply. tiRe listens n \t to my word s, but ,to
the' tone o f'<rny voLc e , It does not rr.atter what
I say, it only matters how I say it. if For acme
three years the three people ~~r~Gd together,
when at last the most silent'of the party de~

c ided that he wou Ld r evLs it his re serve. In
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due course he left.. Aft,er . reaching his home,
.Alfred caught cold .and wi thin a fortnight he had
passed away, ,but his work,csn £till be seen in front
of the 'Town Ha 11.

Bu t we a Lao rnentLon ed a. mason. He is' a
coloured. man,,· :rvt'ar'thinus .Silvtsster, who has be en in
t ;:1£3 Gounc iI' 's ernp'Loy f'o r more t han nine years. .
Marthinus Dullt the wall behind the Theological
Seminary severa I years ago- 1;101'e re cently he has,
constructed the low w~lls along the Millstream in
front of "the Town Hall. In fact all the walls and

_ masonr-y on 'the' To\~n He Ll, sit:a are his. He has,a
remarkable cap,~citY·,f()r.c ar r-y i.ng all alone day .af.-~el'"

day- The job t hat will "i:;ake monthe and months ,t.o
complete do e amot frig~l:Gell hill}. He just c ar ru es
011 quietly with ~ ,sll}ile.

3.. HOSTEL FOR ,.GIRLS IE BU8Il~~8.

It was arrt Lc i.pa't e d tlla-c '~:l Housing COlTTI.1;Ls.sion
would give a favourable rej;)l:i 'C:--ch2 r-eque s t to sanc­
tion a lo~n for buying a suitc~le pi~c~ of ground
for the Girls 1 Hos t eL. The Co: ::iEsiol1. is al-
Lowed to advance 90>; of tll--:- .Lo an allG in this case
it wes Y1illing to do so. 'the r erca i:1i112 l07~ has
been founO,,~fron~.another aouzc e- The responsible
conmf.t t e e has b",.ep· ab Le to p::'locure t}l::"l ground that
they so .mrch wanted to ac quLr e , It borders on
Alexand e.r street and. is a Lmoet .two rcor gen in .ex t ent
which means that there will be. space for .eorne f'o nms
of'SlJort f · The ground was tlls pro:p3rty of:14rs.
van der Byl and it Ls to b e vhop ed that a~railgements

call' b e made whereby adrm.e a Lor, to tih. Hostel, grounds
can 'b e ob t a trie.dvt'r-om Market '8 ,rest as well as t'r-om
Alexander street. : Th.$gi'oui.1 1 ' under d Lscus s Lon is
ncar our business area a'llG'al: 0 near the r-a i Lw ay
s~8tion~ . It borders on the 1 ango-shaped grass



island which is formed, by the divided Alexander
street. The Hostel will also llcve the additional
advantage of being near Beragzicht with its sporting
faciliti as and the proposed .A. C. v.V.clUb c ent r-e..
We understand that an, .architect has already' been
appointed ,ano ther-et'o r e tihe r-e is good r-eason to
believe that the wor~!will progress sm~othly.

I

4. ART GALLERY, .ARTCEl\~TRE, J"iRT CLi\:;SES .'

The Government W8S app r-oached some t Lme ago -;'.
to assist with the starting o~ our A~t Gallery at
Grosvenor House- We .ar-e glad to announc € that the
responsible Minis,ter has 'b e en pr~pared~o make a.:.:',·
generous contribution' of £2,OOO,not yet conf'Lrrned..~_.,
by letter-. On behalf of th'3 pub Lf,c of' Stellen- .~"_~
bosch I.1',;1.8. would like to assure Mr. Horme yr- of~:": :~.'-
our gratitude and appreciation. '--)'-

, ~ ..;; - .

.An art c errtr-e .is not ~uite the e ame thing as-:
an art gallery..... Tb;~.apt centre is a plac e wher-e"

. art is taught •...:.In -Rondebosch, f'o r instance, yoi:f":'"

.have the F~.ank JOUbert .Ar't Centre, while at-(orcis-­
ter th5 Hugo Haude Art Centre is to be tound. Va~
r-Lous ,peopTe have urged that Stellenbosch .should- .
elsohav€ its own art.centre.' It is even known·
that the ~ducation Dep8rtm~nt in' Ca}G Town- would
w&lcome thE: creation of such an t.ns tLtu t ton.' If
it sanctions an art centre, it alSo 8£sists with
buildinL costs and staffing. As no building is
at pr-e sent available for such a centrey. the n~5t­

tar cannot be pursued at th6 momtnt. It will,
'however, D6 c lear that the .Art G'allel"Y in' Gros- .
venor House will be an added . indue ernerrt to start
an art c.eiJtre at Stel-Ie-nb'osch Las" well.

In the meanwhile the ~rt8 and Crafts De~

partreentof thB Factilty of Educetion of th Uni­
versity of Stellenbosch is ~illing ~o assist
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"boys" and girls to get some help. vii th hand icratt .
'sJ;ld'art tuition. "In a circular -(;:) the· schoo'Le
the par-t Lcu'Lar-e are set forth.. > , Thle scheme :prO-
vi96S that children 'can get trainLJgat the Unive~

sity on certain afternoons and,' that oElya nomtnaj
c)l.S'rge is made for the use of mat~?i'2ials." Students
;In training at the University will assist with,
the work under the supervision or Messrs. Bad enhor-s t "
end Visser, the lecturers responsible for tOA~hing
the sub ject. ' , ..

.? ,:RMluG:NG THZ;· PUBLIC •
. "

~s a r-e suLt of, the ra ins that have :fallen and,
the Cooler weather that has se't' in, the 'Public
Works Commf t t ee ,(-its Chairman, Councillor·C.F.. Smit
hl?d been given 'power to act in this matter) .de­
c!ded on 23rd March, ,1948 that the restrictions
that had been placed on watering of gardens, could
lJa somewas t u-eLax. d. .The Corlillittee decided that
it would be law:fu to water gar-dens 1:>etween Sot clock

. 'alld 8 0' clock in t h-, mornings and during. the
arternoons. During the time that it:was only
lJerm1ssible to water gar(; ens in '. the mor-n.ing period,
the pUblic co-operated magnificsntly'al1o thereby
retrieved a difficult situatiop. I.M.S. has
pleasure in voicing th gl'la'Gi·~udGo:: the Counc i2.
l~ was bot necessary to te~e lecal actionagains~

'a si:JD.gle ofrender. Public S?il"litedness' does in-
deed· mean, doing thipgs as' \1 ell'os foregoing privi­
leg'es which the public weal (cr~alJd8.. ,

6. ,THANKING T~ JUNIORS OF 1947-
. ,..' ...

The Junior Stud en t s of ].9L:,7' 'celebrated th0ir·
Junior Day or Spring:Day in the traditional style~

The procession through the st~'1:, e'cs and th" floats
were on as grand a scale ~s i~ t~3 pset. One is



~lBo glad to know that all the fun and the merri­
ment di9 not blind the participants to the needs
of the~less pr·ivileged.' The Juniors collected
money for the Anti-Tuberculosis Fund. This Fund
assists D6cessitous Cases who are not receiving
hospital treatment. The Committee in charge of
this work r-epr-es errt e alrr.ost allths respons fb Le
bod ies in th: town and it has recently ta'.cen a
step forward: by 'appointing a full t~me nurse to do
visiting. The appo Lntimen t means inctirring aqdi­
tional expense and for that reason alsq th~ £lOD
donated by the Juniors or 1947 is most 'welcoEe ,and.
highly app r-ec Le t ed, Unfortunate indeed is aUni--­
versity city where there is a spirit or town versus
gown. Far happier the city where it is a case of
town and gown.

7• GmS ~IAS ST.AHPS •

During November and the f1~st days of DecerrDer
Christrrss St8W~S were again sold in the schools,
"boarding houses, o rf'Lc es and bu stnees establish':"
ments of Stellenbosch. The inmates v~rking or
living in them gave handsomely. Even boards ·of
public or conmercial bod Les assisted splendidly­
The result is that soree £450 could be sent to the
responsiblenationalconmittee. This cOD~ittee

has seen :fit· to allot tr..e large floating cup to ;~

Stellenbosch for the achi~~ement of 1947. The
organisers of the work locally w iAh to thank the
public and also the young and very young mernb ar s
of our community. . The Sunshine Homes carryon
~artly·because of their strenuous exertions.

B_FOR THOSE llITEIGSTED IE OLD STELL::~l\1BOSCH.

It is proposed occasionally to write sbme­
thll1g that may interest those who- like to dwell on
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the yesterdays as uell as an the tooays. For this
numb e r- of I~l'i. s. we e onf'Lne our at t en t ton to thE:
Magistrate's Court al1d the ?olice St'ation in P1eJ.n
Stre e t . How long. have the mag i atr-a t e s been do ing
their work at this 'particular spot? Who were the
first occupiers of'thG plot? Vfuo have occup Ied
it since? These and sinlilsr questions. are ·brief-
ly answered below.

In a bo ok kept iil tl16 Surveyo~Gen'eral's
Officain Cape Town it Ls illGicatcG that t r-anarcr
of the Whole property o~ ~hich the Magistrate's
Office 'as well as the Police ~ual~t;~!·s a.i.... e s Ltu s t Jd
was given to Roalof Jonasz on 14th JUly, 1716.
The size of th~ plot is giv~n ae 5 by 12 roedeD)
a roede being 12 reet. O~·th~ east the property
borders Oi1 the "plein u 'of StelTenbosch, i. e. W1161"8

Grosvenor House is now situated, ana on the WGst
it bordc::rs on the str::::]"i; n ext vto 'the Graveya:cd, t hc
latter havinL extended r rora °i;h'. )r.esel1t Plein strr.:et

-t·o the present Church 6tr80"c. .1':1.6 abovcicent Loncd
JOl1asz received t r-ans f'c r 0111is )::'op t3r t y just 0
;STear b of'o r e the Ke rkr-aad ac·~r!.ireli the site on wnIch
the Dutch Reforl;:ed Church s"c·ill sc and a,

.A sub se ~_uGnt owne r o i ';;'1. iJ 10"[; was the V001---
leser (church c Ler-k ) ai~( [:C~l 'ol::~i7-s·~Gr, Christie8Ij
Kr-vnauw, The' lattl3r~ hE.G c o:':. ·~o Stellenbosc~1 in
1761 . and had 1J 2 en Bl?1!o in-;;oG . C~lu.::cll, c 171 rk. and school­
master. He a c erns to ha ve zive:-J satisfaction to
all c oric r rn ed until hi.2 ,1if-j lJ·?ca;'.~ so full that
he did. not find enough tii;~c ·;;2 ·C€8ch. '~Vhon

pressed for time he go~ his uifc 8~d children
to officiate for h Im, '·~llGI'2~:;·Y illCl.L'ring tho dis­
pleasure of th·: churcc 8u·:.::llorit'i·'s.',-·B3T "17e3

·K.rynauw r~; signed fror;:; his offie i51 Gut Les and
i?ossil)l~y then w0ntto oC:CU,'1~7 ~1i2Ji,-JJ] )lOO~)01'ty.

';.-hile he VIas church c L ~_'J': l1S '::0:"11d 11S t111"'81l~.T have



oc cup Lsd the house s...:.iecially reserved r'or the
local Lncumbent ror the o f'f'Lc e , Krynauw died in
1787 and in the same year his widow sola i t he pro­
pe~ty to tnc .rnagLs t ra t e H.L. Bf.et te r-mann- It is
interestirig to note that the·civil.s~rvants of
those days had as<Litt.Le ready cash aS~)reS611t' in­
cumb errt a for .Blettermann had to raise a fairly
large bond~ .

.. ,
\\. \

In 1823 the property passed intb the hands of
the Governn-:211to T,ord Ch ar-Les 8omc.:rset had come
to the conclusion that the education of slave
children between the ages of 4 ~nd 10 should be:
taken in habdc . He had 8 letter ~~itten to the

. authorities at Stell$nboschin which he charged
there to h8v~ a proper ~choolroorebuilt for the
young slaves. TDe local-people sULgested that
the pvoperty of Blettarmann be bought instead and
gave as their·reason·that the house itself' coulabo
used for a magistrate's court, or rathsr as a
c~urt room for the landdrost and hseITraden, While
the anne xe , a building of 80 by 18 feejG:, could be
used for the slave schooL, It is likely that the
annexe had been tho slave quarters of BIAtterEannB
houe eho Ld, 'I1lle Governor 's.;-,)roved of the Dropoeal
~nd a1lovv'ed the necessary alt~rations ~o l?e made~~:
a.n the annexe , By 1824 the s choo 1 bu lId a.ng was.
ready and' the first Gov8rnment schoolmaster for
the slave: population could be appointed. After I

some det~y th~ local missionary Erasmus Smit was
d uLy installed. B'l.e t t er-mann ' s house had thus
become the local seat of' Governm6nt·and the an­
nexe t he .r i.r-at Government slave school in the
co unt r-y d Ls t r-Lc t e,

Erasmus Smit's stay at 8tellenbosch does not
seem to have been too ha~py. His missionary
board were not able to ~ay .hi~ as ~uch as he
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destred and aohe, resigned a~ missionary in 1828
while retaining his position as teach~r, His chil-
dren at tended the local iinglish school but Smit ,
had to lodge a co-mplaint 'b ecaus e the, schoolmaster
had flogged his eldest SOIl SalOIil011 'wJduly. 1Vhile
the' complaint was be ing Lnvc s t ica"ted" Salomon stayed
at home~ but no soon€r had h? ~0tur~~d to school
or he rccoiveq another thraEhi~g. SUbsequently
Smit also app e al.e d to th0 acho o'. eon~.ittGe :Jnbs­
half of ano thc r of' his cl1ilcr.:;:l. To make things
wor-so for him" the new mi'ssi~:~.:-,ry, .A.D~ Lucl:hoff,

- .who was appo inted Garl~T in 1C30, uas a grea t . SllC-,

cess and his sch:Jo1 ~rov~d tQ~( Rore popular than
Bmtt ' s , which was drained, :Jr. its 'pupils. By,1832
Smit l~:ft and thG slave 8011001 ',7a.S !TIergedi.n.' .that
run by Luclmoff on behalf of ths StellenbQ'sc'h"
Missiona~ySocicty

With the r emova L of tJ:L: f:~.ve school the
spacious 'bu f'Ld Lng could be PU'c to oth;-;r use: and,
in due course the pqblic senool presided ovor by
HUDwhr6y'McLaGhlan was moved thithar.

'McLacl1.1an occup Lsd th~ building until his
ac hoo Lrwas. closed, daVID in 1865- Ir, t.he place of
the Governmcn't school, the rD~ic1611ts of Stellen­
bosch started thBir famou~ Stellenbosch Gynmasiu~m.

The local board of ,guarantors had to provide their
own school and so Dorp street became the education­
al centre for a while. As arGsult of growth in
the new Lns t LtutLon , n sw' pI'en~ises had to be f6u..~d

,and so by ar-r angeice n t y:ith the govor-nrnerrt the
guarantors ob t s t n sd 1"088e88ion of t ne old quar-t or s
in Plein Street, all condition, however; that when
th,ey did not rec.;..uire. t h s buildil1C for e duc a t Loria L

,pQrposes any longcr,.it 11.86 to ~€vcrt, to 'the
Gov crnmen t ,



In 1874 then the old building oec8Ee the
se-at of the Gynnasium and of th« n ewLy formed Arts
Department. For the claEses Qf the ~rts Depart~

rnerrt ac dLt Lona L rooms were er sc t.ed at the b8C~C of
the old annexe. Ent~ancc to thGm was £romRyne­
veld Street.' Some of' thG DBIT6S conn6cted with
the school and the Arts Department, '€(.g. thoae of
Professors Mansvelt, MacKenzie, MacDon~ld and
Gordon, are still well knO\7D in Stellenbosch..

'\

After'the Arts Department undfr th~ naITe of
Victori&. College, had nnved to its new premises
in 188i, the school r~n:8Lncd on in the old 'build- F
Lngs of)rt in the course of' time it also want ed mr-e
space and better buildings.. Th8 Echool has in .
fact changed its abOQ6 t hr-e.e t Lrce s since 1e 07 Ing
P'Le Ln Street.

And now it is .moo t cd that t h. Police may be
leaving the building in th·::; not too d Lst ant
future.' ~ihen the now Magistrate' s COU1~t is
bu.i.Lt , ·Will it be 011 the old site or on a new
one? I~ on a new site, nill it be worth While
r e t a In iDg the old build illg?

~ PERSOE,AL.

I.M.S. is glad to record that th~ condition
of Dr. Ii• .A. Df.emcn t has st e ad f Ly improved since he
t o ok ill on 20th Mar·ch. Dr. aDd Mrs. DiclTIont at­
tended th€ t~a at the Town Hall given III honour
of the Visiting parliamentary Crick~t T€a~. Vn1en
a1.n~ost all the :guests had ]aft, Dr. Di~·..mont toolc
seriously ill, out as h8s already been said, his
condition is much improveD.

We are g18d to extend a werre w€lcom6 to
Sist er J.~. WessGIsS' who has c on:c to do the work



TRJ,FFIC CONTROL.

2.

Of visiting nurse for the Anti-Tuberculosis Com-
m~ttee. "e trust that her work vlill be productive
of much good and that she will bc very happy among
\lS.

~O.
If the ever increasing traffic iu the tUwn is

to be controlled in a satisfactory mvnner, co-opera­
tion of the public and the Tr&ffic Officials is es-
sential. On ~he one hund thero arc conwlaints that,
the town is being ovcr-cpntrollcd, am. on the other
hand demands that much more £110\11d be done.

~uite recently a prominent member of our com­
munity handed us a list of dang~rous irregularities
which hud come to his notice. He hod a narrOlI cs­
cope. Anothc r motorist cut a corner. ,/hen this
17es pointed out to him, his excuse ~as that he had
s irrnalled.

The list is -

(a) eutting corners•

.:.) Cycling t'o,lO ond thx'cc c.j':;j,"'cr:st L1 nDrrow str,.cts.

(c) Lorri~s going £1t more tLcol1 20 Idles per hour in
nDrrOYl s trr. ct s.

(d) Drivers stQrting OfrOD; rOoc:t \:ithout looking to sec
if 8noth,oor CGr is 0bout to ptss them. 0

(e) PedestrLns ond cyclists cLlrtine; :rron: behind
cors to crOES D street '··ithout 8ctiEfying
thcffi2clvcs thr.!t no "n:otoI' C[ir is CDvut tJ pDSS.
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