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Landscape's 7-day Richtersveld tour 

Richtersveld - bergskap 

Hier is suiwer wiskundig gedink, in klip 
van elke vorm en soort; die begrip 
woestyn word uitgeklaar, soos op 'n tekenbord 
en voor jou oe sien jy berge word 

uit skalie, sandsteen en graniet 
en aangebrande doloriet; 
laag op laag blou, tot later skyfiedun 
waar berg en lug verenig op die kim; 

vlaktes is daar ook, waar dagsome opgee, 
pure rots, en strepe oker sand; 
en strategies geplaas, soos wagte oor hulland, 
die koker, die halfmens, 'n bont alewee. 

~ ia~dgla~ loop leeg, rmra:r *"HI hom opnout. 
en so ook JOU gees iu di@ spet't'gebiet. ... 

Rennie Aucamp 
0 'okiep L 19 Aug. :~5 

t£ ~Lu. 
~~ 
~~~ ~ 
• - f.._· '-• A~'.? • v~ ~14 
#-- 7t~ nrr I: -y\/l.- • ---

(Here is pure mathematical thought in stone of every form and type. The idea of a desert 
is clarified as on a drawing board, and before your eyes you see mountains grow from 
shale, sandstone, granite and burnt dolorite; blue layer on layer, until, thin as a disc 
(sliver?) where mountain and sky merge on-the horizon. 
There are also plains, where outcrops give up pure rocks and streaks of ochre sand. And 
strategically placed like guards over their land are the Quiver, the Halfmens and the pied 
Aloe. 
An hourglass runs empty, but fills itself again, and so too your spirit in this forbidden 
area). 
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